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Shamir responds to Saddam threat 

Israeli pledge to 
hit back hard 
if Iraq attacks 

By Richard Owen cm Jerusalem and Andrew McEwen in London 


J AMES OflA Y 


THE Israeli prime min¬ 
ister, Yitzhak Shamir, 
gave a warning yesterday 
that war in the Gulf was 
^very close”, and prom¬ 
ised the severest retali¬ 
ation should Iraq attack. 

He was responding to 
President Saddam Hus¬ 
sein's Christmas Eve threat 
that Tel Aviv would be his 
first target if war broke out 
Israeli forces are on a 
higher state of alert than 
usual, and Mr S ham ir said 
yesterday: “Whoever dares 
to strike Israel will be 
struck hard and in the most 
severe way in return.” 

Officials in Jerusalem de¬ 
clined to comment yesterday 
on reports that Moscow had 
urged Iraq not to attack Israel 
because it was likely to re* 
spond with a nuclear strike: 
Western sources believe that 
President Saridam wants to 
provoke an Israeli pre¬ 
emptive strike, believing that 
this would split the inter¬ 
national alliance ranged 
against him and unite the 
Arab world against IsraeL 

The newspaper Yediot Ah- 
ronoi yesterday said war in the 
Gulf was “inevitable" and 
that Iraq would do everything 
in its power to drag Israel into 


Schools may 
train teachers 

The government is conagr 


battle by “firing missiles at 
strategic targets in Israel at the 
beginning of the war”. But the 
former Israeli chief of staff 


on them by Bush’s insistence 
on aggression and his false 
pride and empty arrogance. 
“He win come out of it with 


Mordechai Gur said the Irani , WUi 5 omc l °i 11 “ * 


toppled thrones, agents whh 
10 open a sec0IK * chopped heads, and the Zion- 
’ . ist entity will receive a share of! 

8 prominent Lab- punishment that will please 
our MP, told army radio that die believers.” 


Iraq was already feeing defeat 
by the allied force which had 
overwhelmingly superior air 
power. “From a professional 
military point of view, it 
would be sheer nonsense for 
Iraq to open an additional 
front against Israel while the 
US-led^ coalition stands 
against it Even against Israel 
alone, Iraq has no chance to 
win a war. In a direct war, the 
state of Israel and the Israeli 
army would be stronger than 
the Iraqis, and Iraq would 
suffer a crashing defeat." 

On Monday, Moshe Arens, 
foe Israeli defence minister, 
said his country's army was 
“in a higher state of readiness 
and alert than usual”, but he 
doubted whether Iraq could 
inflict serious damage on Is¬ 
rael, given the inaccuracy and 
limitations of its missiles. 


The Gulf confrontation 
dominated the Christian 
world's thoughts, with the 
Pope, the Queen and the 
Archbishop of Canterbury all 
calling for peace in their 
Christmas messages. 

King Fahd of Saudi Arabia 
also appealed to President 
Saddam to avert the disaster 
of war in an address to foe 
Gulf Co-operation Council 
summit in Doha. “We wish 
that (President Saddam), who 
was to us a brother, friend and 
ally, (should) know that the 
curtain is not yet drawn on foe 
scorching war and that he can 
spare himself and his people 
its horror. It is braver to opt 
for peace than for war.” 

He said the Gulf countries 
had proved they could stand 
up to him, but could opt for 
reconciliation if President 



'xK? 



Mr Arens *icn ingi«i«d that S add a m so chose. 


Israel had no intention of 
launching a pre-emptive 
strike. However Western ex¬ 
perts believe Israel would not 
hesitate to hit Iraqi missile 
sites if it was sure foe. missiles 
were being prepared for an 
attack or fined with chemical 
warheads, a process which 
takes several hours. 

• A&kefLto assess foe danger 


The six-nation council re¬ 
iterated its demand for an 
unconditional withdrawal 
from Kuwait and for Iraq to 
pay compensation for damage 
caused. Kuwaiti representa¬ 
tives at the meeting suggested 
that some Western forces 
should be asked to remain in 
foe region for at least five 
years after the country had 


Royal buffeting: foe Queen, foe Queen Mother and Canon George Hall, rector of Sandringham church, being 
buffeted by high winds after attending Christmas Day service at foe church. Queen's message, page 11 


Mt.Sbamir said: “I 


train most of their Own teach¬ 
ers. It believes that the aca¬ 
demic standards of many 
student teachers, -and the 
t raining they receive, is too 
low___Page 18 

King returns 



would say foe danger is very 
dose. Our citizens know .the 
Israeli ariny is alert and 
prepared:” President Sad¬ 
dam’s transparent aim was to 
try to split the anti-Iraq alli¬ 
ance by focusing Arab atten¬ 
tion on Israel, “but we also 
know how to act with 
restraint". 


a 11 ah 1 editor of the al-Seyassah 

P ews P a P ei > “ r n ° 1VC5VWV THE Harley Street dentist 

ByUNiENKiNS 

Ip Ohi o,- Presid ent Mnba- THE crew of an RAF Sea King to Islam is today sending 
*** m*L helicopter yesterday made telegrams to President Rafsan- 

womd be tte big loser d war tfaeir long-range rescue jam of Iran and Ayatollah 

broke out. “The aecisioiiof mi^on in two days, battling Khameini, foe country’s spir- 


Helicopter 
in second 
long-range 
rescue 


Fresh hope for Rushdie 


By Lq-j Jenkins 


By Robin Young 

that the fatwa win 
withdrawn.” 


meat of Great Britain, said Mr 
Rusbdie could never be 


Ip Cairo,. President Mhba- THE crew of an RAFSea King 

^ wvL ^S°i2 er ? t ^-* ra q helicopter yesterday made 

their second long-range rescue 
broke out. “The decern of in two days, battling 

one man will lead to foe death m w 


Mr Rushdie’s declaration of forgiven. 


of hundreds of thousands.” 
And in London, Tom King, 


ssz? rr-f ffisssassus 

only a few ^ severely beaten” if foe 
deranged s^eraThc al- were used. I 

Jumhwiyah newspaper said: "There will be no question i 
“Those who remain will be a about the outcome. 

few insane or semi-insane - - - 

soldiers who bad escaped foe Dread of war, page 5 

furnace of battle to tell genera- Letters, page 9 

fonts about the harm inflicted Queen's message, page 111 


against Atlantic gales to reach itual leader, suggesting that 
a sailor badly injured when he foe fatwa (religious decree) 
was swept through an anchor pronounced against foe nov- 


to Islam is today sending faith came after a meeting on 
telegrams to President Rafsan- Christmas Eve with Muham- 
jani of Iran and Ayatollah mad Ali Mahgoub, the Egyp- 
Khameini, foe country's spir- turn minister for waqfs 
itual leader, suggesting that (religious endowments), and 
the fatwa (religious decree) other senior Muslim figures. 


Romania's former king Mich¬ 
ael returned to his homeland 
yesterday, ending 43 years of 

exile in the West-Page 18 

In an interview with The 
Times today, Nicu Ceausescu, 
son of foe executed dictator, 
explains how he tried to curb 
his parents* excesses—Page 7 
Leading article, page 9 


Gorbachev power 
strategy hits snag 

By Our Foreign Staff 

llpnafif hnnp I THE Soviet parliament ap- he seeks, but he has mi uphill 
DCUC111 uu r c proved new powers for Presi- struggle to persuade delegates 

Senior ministers believe that denl Gorbachev yesterday, to accept the whole of his new 
.. _ - administrative structure. 


John Major’s election as 
prime minister Iras secured 
the future of child benefilPage 
2 


as a blueprint for dictatorship. 
The debate continues today 


but denied him some of foe administrative structure 
authority he sought to halt the which critics have describee 
country's slide into political as a blueprint for dictatorship, 
and economic chaos. The debate continues today 

. The rvm<m»<x of People's and after votes on all foe 

Queen’s anxiety DeputiiTfo^highest leg- individual clauses, the whole 

In a sombre Christinas Day islative body, voted to amend package of const! rational 
message, the Queen yesterday an article of the Soviet change will be put tofoe'vote, 
expressed her “deep and over- constitution to subordinate all Thatleavesthe possibility that 
riding anxiety” over the threat organs of executive power to Mr Gorbachev could recoup 
of war in the Middle EastPage the president. It also approved the extra authority be wants, 
11 creation of the post of vice- by winning a requwed -two- 
. _ president, but it rejected a thirds majority on the overall 

WmgS of change propoal to cnatea suprare .-aw ^ 

Uiwt Rast ftemuns have stale inspectorate, intended lo . A . - 


Queen’s anxiety 

In a sombre Christinas Day 
message, the Queen yesterday 


of war in the Middle EastPage 

11 


chain hole. 

Yesterday’s gales brought 
severe-weather warnings from 
London Weather Centre. It 
said today's winds would be 
more blustery than 
yesterday’s. 

The seaman saved yes¬ 
terday had been feared lost 
from foe 40,000-tonne Carib¬ 
bean Star, but was found 
dinging to foe anchor chain in 
heavy seas on the ship's hull 
He had a broken thigh and 
ribs. 

For Wing Commander Jo¬ 
sephine Kingston, a service 
doctor with the crew, foe 
hazardous mission in force 
eight gates was only her sec¬ 
ond rescue. 

Her first was on Sunday, 
when a badly injured woman 
sailor was winched from a 
Soviet container ship 300 
miles southwest of Ireland by 
.the crew from RAF Brawdy, 
southwest Wales. 

Yesterday's rescue was by 


elist’s life by the late Ayatollah 
Khomeini should now be 
withdrawn. 

Hesham el-Essawy, chair¬ 
man of foe Islamic Society for 
foe Promotion of Religious 
Tolerance, said yesterday: 
“Salman Rushdie has now 
embraced the Islamic foifo for 
foe first time. That means 
under Islamic law foe slate 
must be wiped dean and his 
past sins forgive o. 

“Some people are suggest¬ 
ing that Mr Rushdie has only 
issued such a statement now 
to save his skin." Dr el-Essawy 
said, “but 1 know that he is a 
man whose arm cannot be 
twisted. What he says is what 
he believes. I also know that 
his conversion was not accom¬ 
plished yesterday, but two 
months ago. Now it is time to 
set foe ball rolling in Iran so 


Wings of change 

Most East Germans have 


and after votes on. all the rhp same crew of Flight 
individual clauses, the whole Lieutenant Mike Bouldon, co¬ 
package of constitutional pilot Steve Rovery, winch and 
change win be put to the vote, radar operator Warrant 1 Of- 
That leaves the possibility that freer Pete Williams and 
Mr Gorbachev could recoup Winch man Sergeant Mark 
the extra authority be wants, Stevens. An RAF Nimrod 
by winning. a required two- from Si Mawgan in Cornwall, 
thirds majority on foe overall which located the Liberian- 
changes. registered tauter about 200 

The Ru ssian president. Bo- miles west of foe Irish coast. 


the extra authority be wants, 
by winning , a required two- 
thirds majority on foe overall 
changes. ' 


bought “winged end-of-year ensure that Mr Gorbachevs 
figures” at Christmas all their decrees are earned out. 
fires. This year, for the first Mr Goriachev still has a 
time, they bought honest an- chance to secure all the powers 
gels. But as the first 
Deutschmark Christmas 
passes, Anne McEtvoy sea 
1991 as the year when atti¬ 
tudes will harden-Page 8 


ris Yeltsin, said his republic. 
Centinoed on page IS, col 2 

West helps Moscow, page 6 


Continued on page 18, col 7 
Photographs, page 3 

Gale damage, page 18 



Rushdie: in new mood of 
optimism after two years 


In a statement issued after 
foe meeting, Mr Rushdie said 
he accepted that there was no 
God but Allah and that 
Muhammad was his last 
prophet It continued: *T slate 
that I do not agree with any 
statement in my novel The 
Satanic Verses uttered by any 
of the characters who insult 
the Prophet Muhammad or 
who cast aspersions on Islam 
or upon the authenticity of foe 
Holy Koran, or who reject the 
divinity of Allah. 

“I undertake not to publish 
the paperback edition of The 
Satanic Verses or to permit 
any further agreements for 
translation into other lan¬ 
guages while any risk of 
further offence exists. I will 
continue to work for a better 
understanding of Islam in the 
world as I have always at¬ 
tempted to in the past." 

Mr Rushdie has been in 
hiding since Ayatollah Kho¬ 
meini pronounced his death 
sentence 22 months ago for 
blasphemies contained in The 
Satanic Verses. 

The author’s public declara¬ 
tion of feifo did not meet with 
an immediate welcome in Iran 
or among extremist Muslim 
leaders in Bradford. 

The Iranian news agency 
reported Mr Rushdie's state¬ 
ment, but one newspaper, 
Abrar, dismissed it bluntly, 
declaring that foe fatwa was 
irrevocable. In Bradford, 
Mohammed Siddique, leader 
of the Muslim Youth Move- 


Mr Rushdie, speaking by 
telephone to a news con¬ 
ference after issuing his state¬ 
ment, said: “It seems to me 
that this is foe most optimistic 
moment in the last two years.” 
• Cooper visit Iran allowed 
British diplomats in Tehran to 
pay a pre-Christmas visit to 
Roger Cooper, the British 
businessman who has been 
held there since 1985, White¬ 
hall sources said yesterday. 

Man in the News, page 2 
Leading article, page 9 


THE TIMES 

THIS WEEK 

On the tip of 
your tongue 


The best antidote to 
seasonal sluggishness is 
The Times quiz of the 
year, which offers 
prizes of Times atlases 
to the first five correct 
enti ies opened 

PAGE 13 

Getting out 
to the shows 

Geoff Brown on the 
film releases, Jeremy 
Kingston on holiday 
shows with children in 
mind and Benedict 
Nightingale on great 
theatre nights m 1990 
PAGE 16 

Recovery: the 
complete guide 

77ie Times offers some 
help with the complete 
guide to winding down 
after the pressures of 
winding up 
TOMORROW 

What happened, 
and to whom 

Margaret Thatcher was' 
far from the only 
politician for whom it 
was a funny old world 
in 1990. George Hill 
reviews the highlights 
and lowlights and Sara 
Driver provides a 
month-by-month 
reminder of an 
extraordinary year 

. FRIDAY ' 


Do wake me 
before it’s over 

There are those who 
have trouble staying 
awake on New Year's 
Eve. Victoria McKee 
suggests some sensible 
ways to keep alert 
SATURDAY 

Quality journalism six 
days a week; make a 
habit of The Times 
with a regular order 


Can you 
solve 
this 

problem 
faster 

than Shakespeare? 


In Dublin’s fair city, the bars are so scanty 


Players on trial 

A record number of playera 
were sent off last weekend. 
Professional footballers and 
club managers cany a respon¬ 
sibility for good behaviour 
which they have seeme d rel uc- 
tant to accept—..—Page 19 

Leading article, page 9 
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By Robin Young The potitical campaign for more liberal 


Burke: urged. to 8™"* 
more pob licences 


taken aback to learn that Dublin is 
desperately shot of pubs. Although the 
Irish capital appears to casual visitors to 
have a bar on almost every street comer, 
and a literary tradition founded largely 
on the consumption of alcohol, figures 
prove that Dublin is a deprived area for 
drinkers. There are fewer bare per head 
of population in Dublin than anywhere 
else in the Republic of Ireland. 

. The Irish justice minister, Ray Burke, 
whose department is responsible for new 
public bouse licences, has so fer resisted 
demands to issue store... 

Those campaigning to increase foe 
number of places where DuMinere can 
take their drink say that only 775 of foe 
Irish Republic's 11,019 pubs are in the 
Dublin area, winch is easfty the most 
densely populated part of the country. 


the Senate, the upper house of foe 
republic’s parliament. 

Mr Upton’s campaign finds tap-room 
controversy in the barofBuswelTs hotel, 
conveniently sited opposite Leinster 
House, the seat of the Irish parliament. 
There it is possible to find even cabinet 
ministers at foe bar, qu affing pro¬ 
digiously and holding forth on the issues 
of foe day in shrill tones. 

Mr Upton, wbo backs his stance with 
statistics, says: “There are not enough 
pubs in Dublin to make for meaningful 
competition, particularly in the suburbs. 
The figures show there are 200adults for 
pach public bouse in Ireland, but this 
rises to 1,500 adults for every pub in 
Dublin. In some suburbs there are up to 
20,000 adults per pub.” 


The suspicion is that foe lack of 
competition has led to drink prices in 
Dublin rising at a higher rate than 
Ireland's currently low inflation. .Over 
the five years from 1985, inflation was 
18.6 per cent, but the cost of a pint in 
Dublin's bars rose by 28 per cent. 

No new seven-day licences have been 
granted in the Irish capital since 
regulations were tightened 90 years ago 

to curb the formerly spiralling number of 
public houses in foe city. That has meant 
good business for licence-holder;, but an 
expensive life for drinkers. 

On Saturday nights, some publicans 

have to employ staff to keep the number 

of customers entering their bars within 
the bounds of comfort. When pubs come 
on to the market, aspi ring landlords 
often pay well over£l milli on. 


FREE ( 
LOVE ( 
BASE ( 
CLOUD ( 
MUG ( 
HOOF ( 
ZITHER ( 


) MAN 
) FORTY 
) TOP 
) GALE 
) CUP 
) CLOVEN 
) HARP 


HOWTO SOLVE THIS PUZZLE 


Replace the first letter of the left hand word and the last 
letter of the right hand word with another letter to form 
two other wordsThen write the new letter in the brackets, 
to find something dose to Shakespeare^ heart 

I""if you can solve this punk, you could be efigWe to join Mensa. The High IQ Soeietyl 
. Cut outtha coupon for further details and a copy of the setf-adromtsteral tast . 
I Tb: MENSA, REEP0SI WOLVERHAMPTON WV2 IBft (Na stamp required) | 
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Tenancy deals push pub landlords into a winter of discontent 

» ^ < w nnw MWII WaT&lC. it added. 1 


By David Young 

THE livelihood of thousands of 
public house landlords is at risk 
because of the economic reces¬ 
sion and new tenancy agreements 
and prices introduced by the 
brewers, according to the Nat¬ 
ional Licensed Victuallers' 
Association (NVLA). 

The association itself has been 
criticised by many of its members 
for not fighting the new measures 
introduced by the brewers, but 
John Overton, its chief executive, 
said that the blame for the 
pressures on the industry should 
be placed on the government and 
the brewers. 

He said the difficulties have 
arisen from conditions imposed 
after a Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission (MMQ report into 
the brewing industry, d e sig ne d to 


improve consumer choice, create 
more competition and, in turn, 
keep prices down. “We have 
spent many months negotia tin g 
and fi ghting to put the case for 
our members and, in many 
instances we have achieved re¬ 
sults,** he said. ’ 

“In the case of the MMC, we 
have taken issue with the brewers 
over interim rent increases linked 
to the stocking of guest beers, and 
prevented such rises. But, when it 
comes to the normal rent re¬ 
views, ft is difficult to quantify 
what proportion of the increases 
are due to guest beers. 

“In all these cases, we can only 
go so for. As the industry goes 
through a revolution, many 
licensees are finding it difficult to 
cope." 

Of the association's 18,000 
members, an estimated 5,000 


face financial difficulties, accord¬ 
ing to one brewery source. Many 
young couples who moved into 
the licensed trade for the first 
time under leasing schemes 
offered by some breweries are 

faring financial min. 

Their plight is so bad in some 
areas that the NYLA has been 
told by local aufooritiesfoat 
housing can no longer be offered 
to families who have had to quit 
public houses in which they also 
lived because they could not do 
enough business to cover tire 
costs of their leases. 

The big brewers, who have 
hffn twmIp to reduce their 
number of tied houses, have 
carried out detailed reviews of 
their estates, and only the most 
profitable and best-run pubs are 
being kept on, with the others 
sold off The tenants of many of 


these public houses are, however, 
being offered new leases that they 
cannot afford, the NVLA said, 
and the pubs are becoming 

managed bouses. 

The association added that 
many new public house chains 
have been formed, with tire 
brewers taking a 14.9 per cent 
g*Btn» — the mhnimnm Kmit 
imposed by the MMC conditions 
—and a seat on tire board. In that 
way, they can promote their own 
products in the new chains. 

The new leases give tire 
landlords more protection than 
they had in the past but, accord¬ 
ing to tire NVLA, the properties 
being offered have not been 
properly maintained by the brew¬ 
ers in the past, and, under tire 
new leases, the tenant becomes 
responsible for all repairs and 
decoration. The association said: 


“The brewers are not anxious to 
see so many tenanted houses 
because, under the new govern¬ 
ment measures to liberalise pubs 
and give tire public a wider and 
more competitive choice, these 
tenanted houses can offer guest 
beers whether the brewery likes it 
or not," 

The brewere, however, say that 
the leases offer stability and are 
straightforward, and that they 
have had a good response to 
them. 

Tire Office of Fair Trading has 
already investigated complaints 
that some of the new leases bang 
offered are being sent out with 
fetters reco mmending the choice 
of “guest beers** that the land¬ 
lords should consider. Publicans 
bad complained that the govern¬ 
ment's intention to break up the 

monopoly of the “big five** 


brewers and offer consumers 
greater choice was being seriously 
undermined. 

The NVLA has alleged that the 
brewers are so determined to 

keep their 82 per cent share of the 

beer market that they are putting 
pressure on their tied publicans 
to stop them selling guest beers. 

Public bouse tenants have been 
able to seO guest beers since May. 
when the trade and industry 
department’s Tied Estates Orders 
came into effect. They followed 
last year’s MMC report on brew¬ 
ing, which concluded that a 
“complex monopoly situation” 
existed. 

According to the NLVA, how¬ 
ever, only a minority of tenants 
have started selling a guest beer 
because they are worried about 
repercussions. The relationship 
between tenants and brewers was 


now open warfare, it added. The 
Small Independent Brewers 
Association (SIBA), which repre¬ 
sents 160 brewers, said it had 
received about a dozen com¬ 
plaints from members who had 
Jned to sell beer to tied houses. 
The owners of Larians Brewery, 
near Tunbridge Wells, sold one 
£50 barrel of beer to a public 
house tenant, it said, but was 
then sent a £300 invoice from the 
brewer that owned the pub for the 
use of its hand pump. 

Bass reluctantly put more than 
£600 million worth of public 
houses on the market for sale or 
lease after the investigation into 
the brewing industry. The com¬ 
pany has 7,240 public houses, 
and has invited offers for 2,680, 
most of which are run by tanants. 


Dublin dearth, page 1 


Child benefit 
thaw signals 
end to annual 
battles 


DESJENSON 


By Philip Webster, chief political correspondent j 

THE government is expected the spending of extra money j 








to give more generous treat- next year, particularly so close 
raent to child benefit next year to an election. 


amid strong indications that Mr Newton fought a tough j 


the annual battles to prevent it battle with the Treasury this I 


WRi 


HER MAjl 


being frozen are over. 


year by securing a partial 


i rlE 


Senior ministers believe uprating in the benefit, costing 
that the ^election of John £260million. His more im- 


Major as prime minister has portent achievement was to 
secured the future of the secure from Margaret I 


benefit, which is paid to seven Thatcher a commitment to 
million mothers. In October retain child benefit The 



Search for 
baby heart 
hindered 
by holiday 


By Lin Jenkins 


No fixed abode: fire Dogs* Home, Battersea, giving temporary s h el ter y este rda y to an abandoned dthuriw resened in London on Christmas eve 


Tony Newton, the social sec- successive freezing of the 
urity secretary, brought to an benefit led many MPs to 


end the complete three-year believe that it would even- 
freeze on child benefit when tually be replaced. However, 


he won from the Treasury a Mr Newton, in a sentence 
deal allowing it to be increased agreed in advance with Mrs; 


Anglo-French link 


by £1 a week for the first-born Thatcher, said when announc¬ 


ing the increase on October 24 


In the inevitable review in that child benefit “is and will 1 
preparation for next summer’s remain a strong dement in our 1 


likely on frigate 


By Michael Evans, defence correspondent 


vaccine a 
step nearer 


Voting secrets of 
a House divided 


public spending round, senior policies for family support”. BRITAIN and France look set of an Anglo-French coflabo- 


ministers are optimistic that In next year’s review the to collaborate on building a native programme. 


By Nigel Hawkes 

SCIENCE EDITOR 


By Robin Oaklet, political editor 

JOHN Major and Neil most avid voter was Margaret 
Kinnock voted in exactly the Beckett, who participated in 


the payment for other child- option of linking the benefit to frigate for the late 1990s, after British and French officials A VACCINE against the sam* number of divisions in 59.42per cent of the divisions. 


ren, which has remained at inflation will be considered as j the collapse of a £12 billion are todrawupareporton each world’s main cause of blind- the Commons in the last Barry Jones, the shadow 1 bom infants. 


SURGEONS searching for a 
heart donor for Christy 
Strachan said yesterday that 
the week-old baby was in a 
critical but stable condition. 

The international search for 
a heart is being conducted 
through the UK Transplant 
Service, based in Bristol, but 
staff said it was difficult to 
trace a suitable organ because 
of the holiday and because the 
child was so small. 

The boy is on a life-support 
machine at Great Ormond 
Street Hospital for Sick Child¬ 
ren, where he was taken when 
a serious heart defect was 
diagnosed shortly after birth. 
IBs mother, Tracey Strachan, 
aged 28, a legal executive, and 
father March Strachan, a 
bookseller, spent yesterday at 
the bedside. 

Gary CreUin, duty admin¬ 
istrator at Great Ormond 
Street, said that Christy’s con¬ 
dition was fairly common and 
transplants were often carried 
out on babies. Thirty per cent 
of the heart surgery carried out 
at the hospital was on new- 


£7.25 a week for three years, a means of further boosting eightaiation programme last navy’s specific requirements, ness has come closer as a parliamentary year. They took Welsh secretary, took part in 

will also be increased. Mr the Conservative party’s fam- year. Royal Navy sources said that result of research work at part, however, in fewer than a 58.55, per cent and Ann 

Major is a long-time supporter riy credentials. Another ^ RayaI N to provided the requirements Southampton university mod- third of those called. Paddy Clwyd, the overseas aid 
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The baby had arived from 
his home in New Barnet, 
north London, on Saturday 
and was doing well in hospital. 
“Christy has had another good 
night and is stable. There is a 
consultant cavdio-thdfstdlc 
surgeon on standby in case a 
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design." 

If an Anglo-French pro¬ 
gramme is agreed it win be the 
first time that Britain will 
have signed a collaborative 
project for a warship. At¬ 
tempts iriadf with foe French 
and foe Belgians in foe 1970s 
came to nothing. The am¬ 
bitious NFR90 project was to 
have involved foe US, Can¬ 
ada, France, Italy, Germany, 
Spain and The Netherlands. 

For the Anglo-French pro¬ 
posal foe two navies will 
select different missiles but 
from the same group, called 
foe Family of Air Missile 
Systems. The navy source said 
foe most important hurdle 
would be foe choice of combat 
management system, the over¬ 
all command and control 
network for foe frigate. 


engineering, they inserted this I Mr Kinnock. 1990. The average for Cooser- peared in court on Monday 
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Mrs LeTarte was con¬ 
ditionally bailed to come back 
to City of London magistrates 
at Guidhall on January 2 with 


S^SruSduISSLte tave-paus-with^homd.cy *, men she is Sisk of 

protein triggers antibody ^nd T^y NeMo n, the soaai ran mate an agreemrat to stabbing. The men lace assault 


production bm cannoi harm =^3ecre^, 60,58. miss,, a division without 


the recipient because it is only I» shadow cabinet, the penalising their party. 

CABIHCT :.Pelar UBey 72.17: SHADOW CABINET: Margaret 
KewHrth C* 8 * 0 Tony Beckett 59.42; Barry Jones 

whole Chlamydia ,.created Newton 6058; Ian Lang 5023; 5055; Ann Owyd 57.10- Robin 
more senous m&cuons m Michael Howard 52.75; Ken- Cook 5823^03^0 Clarke 
those recavmg them than in netfi Baker 51.30 David Hunt 53^3; Donald Dewar 52.46; 
controls who did not 4086; John MacGregor 48.99; Frank Dobson 52.46: John 

The Southampton lech- DaridMrtor 4433; Chris Pat- Prescott 50.43: Ann Tavlor 


72.17; SHADOW CABINET: Margaret 
Tony Beckett 59.42: Barrv Jones 


controls who did noL . _ ___ 

The Southampton tech- Darid Mirtor 4433; Chris Pat- Prescott 50.43; Ann” Taylor 
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Mrs LeTarte, staying in 
Forest Hill, north London, 
who was due to fly home on 
December 5, was ordered to 
report to Lewisham police 
station between 5pm and 7pm 
each Friday as pan of her bail 
conditions. Magistrates also 
continued her £2.500 surety. 

Her lawyer, Bruce Cooper, 
successfully appealed for 
reporting restrictions to be 
lifted to bring witnesses 
forward. 


Man In the News: Hesham el-Essawy 

Extolling merits of religious tolerance 


Fears for driver 

Kent police have issued an 
urgent appeal to the public to 
help to trace Graham Gill- 
ham. aged 36. a van driver 
from Shoreham, near Seven- 


Imelda Marcos: 
Exclusive Interview 


Bill Wyman comes clean 
Plus best New Looks 



By Robin Young 

DR HESHAM el-Essawy was one of foe 
first Muslim leaders to protest against 
the publication of The Satanic Verses, 
but he has always said that AyotoUah 
Khomeini’s fiawa (religious decree) was 
against foe principles of the Koran. 

He took part in a television debate 
with Salman Rushdie about his novel 
two weeks before the faiwa was pro¬ 
nounced. "If he had paid more attention 
and trusted me then," Dr el-Essawy said 
yesterday, “all this might have been 
avoided." 

He is a Harley Street dentist and a 
fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons, 
who came to London from Egypt in 
1970. Twelve years later he founded foe 
Islamic Society for the Promotion of 
Religious Tolerance, of which he 
describes himself as “the paying chair¬ 
man", because he was concerned at the 
amount of abuse and misrepresentation 
Islam received in the WesL 

The society brings together Islamic 
scholars and community leaders. Dr el- 
Essawy says he makes no claim to 
represent British Muslims, but adds that 
some of his society’s members are 
themselves leaders of community organ¬ 
isations with large followings. 

He describes his beliefs as “anli- 
ianaiical 1 '. He is outspokenly con temp- 
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Dr el-Essawy! contemptuous of 
extremist Muslim leaders 


tuous of the standing of some of the 
extremist leaders whose vitriolic con¬ 
demnations of Mr Rusbdie have at¬ 
tracted most attention in foe British 
press. “These people have very little 
understanding of Islam and no following 
beyond the proportion of the population 
you might normally expect to find who 
are mentally unbalanced to some de¬ 
gree," he said yesterday. “The press 


[ oaks. Kent, who disappeared 
should not report these extremists as if {from home on December 19 
they were leading a fanatical army of I and has not since contacted 
Muslim militants. The truth is that foe ! his wife and two children. A 
great majority ofMuslims in this country ! P°hcc spokesman said: “He is 
are patient law-abiding, gentle people." 1 depressed and suicidal." 

Dr el-Essawy has been pursuing his j ^ 
own examination of Mr Rushdie since SkvdlVPr Icillptf! 
seeing the author’s interview with ^ -T 

Melvyn Bragg on The South Bank Show L -> e!1 - , a BCd -'3, a 

in September. The author remarked: I ^,l' cr L from L London - 1135 
"God knows when I will see Bomhav. p 1 ? e “ whcn hcr parachute 
again." Dr el-Essawy asked whether that i ■ c “ . T !? °P cn 3 ^ CT 
reference to a deity was a Freudian slip, j fn ? m 12.000H, police 

In a series of telephone calls that al "Wymills. Florida, said 
followed, foe demist established that the j • CS j Crclay - Ms Ljfdl. who had 
author, while saying thai he had no i m j c morc than jumps 
formal beliefs, did harbour religious {“5 holiday, landed in 
feelings. Acknowledging that he was not! e ? ha " a mi,c from lhc 
as secular as be had led some people to ccnIrc * The Federal 

suppose, Mr Rushdie told him: “I have . 1100 Authority is holding 
often spoken of a God-shaped hole! an invesi3Sa!l0n - 
inside me." j,™. 

Dr d-Essawy also realised that Mr | VlfleO ShODDUlg 

could not, therefore, the dentist argued. i 0 homh5ni^ C k r ° n,C SCnx ’?h 
be condemned as an apostate JnTfas i SJSSSSL 
had not previously been a believer. n Mc , ±e i 

"What I have been doing," Dr d- i dev ‘t 

Essawy said yesterday, "is to hdp Sin &£ ?if tCS ' JjS 1 
Salman Rushdie explain himself." VLJ? 600 SIOs V s b > ^ end ot 
......} ‘J 9 '. responding sensors in 

Rushdie deal pm* i ! !? r C advc ™* 

Leading article, 9 | ^ 
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Man is killed 
in pub brawl 
after taking 
wrong glass 


By Lin Jenkins 

££^^^ bbedtodeath 

mrough die heart during a 

fight while celebrating on 
Christmas Eve after mistak¬ 
enly drinking from the wrong 
glass. He was one of a number 
of people murdered during 
holiday brawls which left 
scores of people, including 
policemen, injured. 

Police named the dead man 
as Kenneth Maclean, aged 26, 
who was knifed during a 
argument in the crowded pub¬ 
lic bar of the Old Stillage 
public house in Woking, 

Surrey. He was dead on arrival 
at St Peter’s hospital, 
Cheitsey. 

Det Chief Inspector Derek 
Short said; “We believe it 
started as a result of some 
dr ink ing from someone else’s 
beer mug. There was a mild 
altercation and then thing s 
quietened down but the row 
suddenly started up again and 
the man was stabbed through 
the heart with a knife.” 

Mr Madean had recently 
arrived in Surrey from Scot¬ 
land in search of work and 
found a job as a labourer. 

Police last night were 
questioning two men. 

On Christmas Eve a wo man 
was shot dead at short range 
with a double barrel shotgun 
as she opened the door of her 
home in Loidswood, Chat¬ 
ham, Kent. Elsa Barber, aged 
42, was shot just as the family 
were about to go to bed after 
celebrations at the bouse. Her 
husband was in the front 
room. Kent police said that 
Balvinder Singh Chagger, aged 
26, Of Loidswood, Chatham, 
had been charged with murder 
and would appear before mag, 
istrates tomorrow. 

Police are investigating 
whether the death of 
Gurcharun Singh Mo haiL 
aged 41, who died in hospital 
on Sunday after being beaten 
while at a bus stop, had a 
racial motive. Mr Mohail, of 
Manor Park, north London, 
was found critically ill at his 
home by relatives and died 
shortly afterwards in hospital. 

A post-mortem examination 
disclosed that, he died from 
haemorrhaging after a blow to 
the free. 

A man aged 24 died on 
Christmas Eve when he fell 
through a plate glass window 
in Derby city centre. Police 
believe he had been out 
celebrating when he crashed 
through the window of 
Debenbams store in Victoria 
Street just after 10.30pm. He 
died in Derbyshire Royal 
Infirmary. 

A teenager was last night 
critically iQ in Bradford Royal 
Infirmary after being stabbed 
in a city centre brawl on 
Christmas eve. Police, who are 
not releasing the name of the 
man aged 18, said he and two 


were involved in _ 
dispute with two men before 
he was stabbed in the chest. 

A man aged 58 was found 
murdered in a police cell 
during a Christmas Day check 
at Hammersmith police sta¬ 
tion. The man, who had been 
picked up for being drunk, was 
sharing a cell with another 
man arrested separately for 
the same reason. 

Police said; “They were 
p la c ed in the same cell where 
drunken prisoners are placed 
to sober up. The men were the 
cell’s sole occupants. The man 
was found dead during _ 
routine check by an officer. He 
had head injuries and bruising 
to bis body ” 

Two policemen who tackled 
a suspected burglar have 
undergone hospital tests to see 
if they contracted Aids from 
the man after be bit them as 
they tried to m^y* an arrest. 

Inspector George Wadding- 
ton and two offiduty police 
constables, who live in a flat at 
Forest Gate, southeast 
London, chased the man 
down the road after watching 
him leave a neighbour’s 
house. The man bit the inspec¬ 
tor on the thumb and one of 
the constables on the thigh. 
Both men were punched in the 
head during the struggle. 

A Samaritan who inter¬ 
vened to stop a girl bring 
molested as she walked home 
early on Christmas Day was 
serious in hospital last night 
after being stabbed in the chest 
and utitik. 

The man, whom police 
have not nam ed to protect 
him, was attacked after step¬ 
ping in tO Stop a man a frnring 
a girl as she walked in Oxford 
Road, Reading. The attacker 
turned on the man and 
stabbed him with a knife 
before running off 



wrapping: scarves and thick coats come into their own yesterday for hardy walkers as a rough sea crashes into die Brighton marina 
(above) and die wind catches at worshippers (below) gathering at Canterbury cathedral for die morning service. Gale damage, page 18 
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Buyers of faulty sales 
items ‘can get refund’ 


By Nicholas Wait 


BARGAIN hunters who el¬ 
bow their way through the 
sales should be careful not to 
damag e any goods or fittings 
as shops can Haim against 
them, the Consumers’ Associ¬ 
ation says today. 

If however, shoppers can 
prove that the stores have 
been negligent they would not 
be liable. If they are hurt in the 
crush by goods toppling over, 
they can sue the store. 

Keith Richards, a senior 
Consumer Association law¬ 
yer, also points out that shops 
displaying notices saying that 
customers cannot claim a 
refund on faulty goods bought 


in the sales are breaking the 
law. If items are broken, 
shoppers are entitled to then- 
money back as if they had 
bought them at the full price. 
All items have to correspond 
to their description. 

Shoppers should examine 
sale goods, particularly if they 
are marked “shop-soiled” or 
“seconds”, as shops were not 
responsible for defects if they 
had been pointed out to the 
buyer. Mr Richards advises 
customers spending more 
than £100 to pay with a credit 
card, because a refund for 
faulty goods can be claimed 
from the credit card company. 


Escaping roast turkey for a day at work 


WHILE most people in 
Britain settled down yesterday 
to turkey - and television, 
hundreds ’of thousands of 
others went to work as normal 
(Lin Jenkins writes). 

Those in farming, totalling 
more than 3 per cent of the 
working population, and oth¬ 
ers in the national health 
service were among those for 
whom Christmas was not a 
day of rest. 

The delivery by lifeboat of a 
bird and pudding donated by 
local yachtsmen broke the 
routine, however, for the three 
keepers of the Needles light¬ 
house off the Isle of Wight 
who, like the coastguard and 
air-sea rescue, fibre, police and 
ambulance services, cannot 
leave their posts. Kennel 


maids at the Dogs* Home, 
Battersea, cared for their 
charges, and at zoos and safari 
parks throughout the country 
only the office workers had 
the day off 

British Telecom had a 
skeleton staff working as op¬ 
erators and an emergency- 
only directory enquiries 
service. British Airways 
organised a quiz, with a 
European trip as the prize, for 
their ground crews who, like 
the aircraft crews, work over 
the festive period. 

Staff in prisons, hospitals 
and homes for children and 
the elderly were also at work if 
their jobs involved the care of 
people rather than admin¬ 
istrative matters. More sur¬ 
prisingly, however, many 


petrol stations opened yes¬ 
terday, staffed by volunteers. 
Some corner shops - also 
opened for part of the day, by 
choice, and many taxi drivers, 
who have reported a lean 
Christmas run-up period in 
spite of the drink-drive cam¬ 
paigns, made the most of the 
premium rates before settling 
down to enjoy their own 
celebrations. 

The bad weather gave 
plumbers and builders a 
Christmas bonus, too, because 
they could charge high rates 
for leaving their Christmas 
lunch to repair storm damage. 
Car breakdown services also 
operated, with a depleted staff 
but many popular local public 
houses hired extra staff to 
cope with the lunchtime rush. 


The electricity industry exper¬ 
iences a big surge in demand 
for power on Christmas Day, 
as people throughout the 
country cook a big meal and 
then turn their kettles on in 
unison after the main tele¬ 
vision film ends. It operated 
yesterday with the usual staff 
and emergency repair teams 
on standby to deal with power 
cuts and line damage. 

For parts of the media it was 
business as usual, as it was for 
the weather forecasters and 
the person who stands on top 
of the London Weather Centre 
all day to see whether a 
snowflake falls: an event that 
would signal a less prosperous 
new year for the bookies. 

Martin Jacques, page 8 
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Drinking 
drivers 
told of 
walking 
hazards 


By A Staff Reporter 

MOTORISTS who have 
heeded the government drink- 
drive advertisement campaign 
have been issued with a 
further warning to avoid 
drinking and walking. 

Road safety experts believe 
that one result of the success 
of campaigns aimed at drivers 
is that people may endanger 
.themselves by drinking and 
then going on foot. Hampshire 
County Council's road safety 
panel is concerned about the 
growing number of pedes¬ 
trians involved in road ac¬ 
cidents over Christmas. 

Alastair Gibson, the paneFs 
chairman, said: “While it is 
good news that more and 
more people are leaving the 
carat home and walking to the 
pub, there are still problems. 
Pedestrians always come off 
worse if they argue with cars.” 

Meanwhile police contin¬ 
ued their drive against 
drunken drivers. In Sussex 
police had breath-tested 838 
motorists in Christmas period 
up to 6am yesterday, with 61 
(or 7 per cent) proving pos¬ 
itive, against U per cent last 
year. 

The number of drivers fail¬ 
ing breath tests in Lincoln¬ 
shire was up on the total for 
the same period last year. 
Between 6am on Wednesday 
December 19 and Christmas 
Eve, 431 drivers were tested, 
with 31 proving positive. Last 
year 420 drivers were tested, 
with 25 positive. 

Arson at school 

Police believe child arsonists 
started a Christmas Eve fire at 
HighdiiFe school, Dorset, that 
destroyed dozens of music 
instruments and caused 
£200,000 damage. 


Bright sparks 

More than 50 parents on 
Teesside who had overlooked 
a vital ingredient for a happy 
Christmas took advantage of 
an offer by a local commercial 
radio station to supply bat¬ 
teries for toys and torches. 

Silver lining 

Gavin and Craig Preston, aged 
.seven, woke yesterday , tofind 
burglars had • stolen their 
presents. But police, traders 
and inmates of a young 
offenders' institution in Co 
Durham raised nearly £400, 
and the twins, from Bishop 
Auckland, were taken to a 
Woolworth shop to choose 
new gifts. 

Healthy recipe 

To revive flagging spirits, the 
National Trust and the Ram¬ 
blers' Association are holding 
more than 100 walks of be¬ 
tween three and nine miles 
from today until New Year’s 
day in England and Wales. 


Police to investigate cathedral losses 


By Peter Victor 

THE Director of Public 
Prosecutions has approved 
police investigations into the 
loss of about £80,000 after 
Lincoln cathedraFs ill-fated 
enterprise to display the 
Magna Carta at World Expo 
1988 in Australia. Whether 
any prosecutions result will 
depend on an examination of 
legal and ecclesiastical 
circumstances. 

The police are unlikely to 
investigate events in Austra¬ 
lia. Their enquiries will centre 
on the use of £90,000 from a 
Magna Carta bank account to 
fund the project They are also 
likely to consider whether the 
chapter was authorised to 
approve spending hundreds of 
thousands of pounds. _ 

Several questions arise from 
the venture. How did it man¬ 


age to spend more than 
£600,000 in six months? Why 
did a donation box yield only 
£938 from more than 900,000 
visitors? Why, two and half 
years later, is there such 
animosity between Canon 



Hardy: has compiled a 
535-point report 


Rex Davis, the organiser of 
the exhibit, and the Very Rev 
Brandon Jackson, the dean 
chosen by 10 Downing Street 
to son out the troubled 
cathedral? 

These questions and some 
of the answers lie in a 535- 
point report by the Right Rev 
Robert Hardy, the Bishop of 
Lincoln. The report, called an 
Admonition and Award, was 
compiled after a church court 
hearing held by the bishop on 
May 2 this year. 

The bishop concluded that 
it was “wholly unacceptable” 
that the contents of a heavy 
wooden collection box placed 
on the exhibition stand 
throughout the exhibit were 
found to total £938 despite 
900,000 visitors to the stand. 

The bishop’s report is also 
critical of costings produced 
by Canon Davis in January 


1988, which showed the total 
cost of the trip would be 
AS1,840,000 (£870,000), in¬ 
cluding AS680,000 for the 
exhibition stand. He esti¬ 
mated that merchandise sales 
would raise A$l,104,000 to 
AS1,808,000. The bishop 
pointed out in his admonition 
that this left a potential loss of 
up to A$736,000 (£350,000). 
“It was dear that members of 
the chapter did not appreciate 
the possible significance of 
this,” be said. 

In the end Work! Expo ag¬ 
reed to waive £579,550 of the 
costs of the venture. Had it 
not, losses would have topped 
£600,000. As it was, losses 
totalled £80,775. Mr Jackson 
said: “It is now between the 
bishop and four resident can¬ 
ons; it is in the hands of the 
police. I know no more than 
what is in the admonition.” 


Cats freed 
in protest 

EXPERTS believe that 60 
breeding cats, stolen and set 
free by members of the Ani¬ 
mal Liberation From during a 
Christmas Day raid, will not 
survive in the open for long 
because their immune system 
is not strong. 

The attack on a cattery run 
by Oxford university at 
Nuneham Courtenay, Oxford¬ 
shire, is believed to be the start 
of a new campaign by the 
front It said that 60 cats had 
been freed from the research 
centre’s breeding station as 
part of a non-violent cam¬ 
paign against Colin Blake- 
more, Waynfkte Professor of 
Physiology. He was the sub¬ 
ject of the front's attention 
years ago, but yesterday's raid 
did not involve animals under 
his care. 


Ghost brings air crew down to earth with a bump 


By Harvey Elliott 
air CORRESPONDENT 

THE senior airtine steward was tired. 

It had been a hard day looking after 
passengers on the British Midland 
service between Teesside and 
London ami nowall he wanted was a 
cup of tea and bed. 

He had been allocated room 65 in 
the west wing of the St George hotel, 
150 yards from Teesside a irpor t 
terminal and used regularly by air lin e 
crews spending a night away tom 
their base. 

The steward made the tea and lay 

on his bed waiting for it to cool What 

happened next is recorded in The 
Log % official magazine of the British 
Airline Pilots Association. 

“He had not even closed his eyes 
when be was violently rolled from the 

bed and pinned to the floor. The light 

was on and he could see no one. He 


struggled vainly against the terrific 
force hnkWng him down but was 
unable to rise. 

“The weight pressin g down oye r 
the whole ofbis body left him gasping 
for breath. He describes the sensation 
as yimflar to drowning. In panic he 
tried to call for bdp but no sound 
came from his lips. After a period he 
estimates to have been between one 
and two minutes, the weight was 
lifted from his body and ever ything 
returned to normaL” The steward 
had become yet another victim of the 
Ghost of Teesside. 

So many crews staying in the 
boteFs west wing reported similar 
strange experiences that Captain 
Barney Concannon, one of British 
Midland’s most senior and level¬ 
headed pilots, decided to investigate 
further. He had a particular in¬ 
centive: the same firing happened to 

him. He said that as he was trying to 


sleep in room 62, “I felt a heavy, cold 
pressure on both lower legs, as if 
someone or something was sitting on 
them. From the knees down my legs 
felt encased in fee.” 

Eventually, be wrote; “Using the 
most authoritative voice I could 
muster I told the presence in no 
uncertain toms to go away. Not the 
actual words I used but a dose 
enough approximation. 

“The oppressive weight immed¬ 
iately left my legs and the tem¬ 
perature of the room increased.” 

Within days ofasking if others had 
had similar experiences Captain 
Concannon said he was inundated 
with similar stories, ten of which he 
repeated in the magazine. 

All involve rooms in the west wing 
and all reprated the same experience 
of cold, a pressing feeling on part or 

even all of the body sod, in some 

cases, shadowy figures, flying objects 


aivt even “a high-pitched, inhuman 
laugh." Captain Concannon said: “I 
have always had an open mind about 
ghosts. Yet so many people — all 
experienced, level-headed crew 
members — have had similar experi¬ 
ences that I had to believe that 
something beyond our normal 
understanding is there and that what 
1 have been told is the truth. I have 
tried to find a logical, scientific 
explanation and failed.” 

He researched the files of the 
Ministry of Defence until be found a 
report of a Meteor fighter crash in 
1951. Flying Officer Raymond 
Thomas Norman, aged 33, from the 
Advanced Flying School, in trying to 
take off from what is now Teesside 
airport, crashed into the ground floor 

of the west wing of the officers’ mess, 
killing Flying Officer Norman. The 
officers’ mess is now the St George 
hotel. 


IT MUST BE TIME 
FOR THE 

ALFRED DUNHILL 

SALE. 



SALE STARTS DECEMBER 28TH. 



Visit Alfred Dunhill at 30 Duke Street St James’s, Burlington Arcade and 5 Sloane Street 
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A mission to spread faith across the land 


IN CHURCHES throughout churches is semantic the 
the country, the focus of Pope began talk Qf g Decade 
worship this year will be as of Evangelisation in 1982 
nnidi on the Feast of the and pmriaim«H thf C hfopflc 
Epiphany as on Christmas decade in 1988. The An- 
Day. Epiphany, 12 days after ghcan bishops at the 1988 
Ouistmas, is the date chosen Lambeth Conference called 


' by the main churches in 
Britain to launch the Decade 
of Evangelism or, in the case 
of the Roman Catholics, the 
Decade of Eva n gelis at ion. 

In nearly every Anglican 
diocese, special services are 
planned for the sixth of 
January. In Guildford, a 
vigil and celebration is 
planned in the cathedral the 
previous night. In Win¬ 
chester Cathedral, leadeis of 
the local Atglican, Roman 
Catholic, Methodist and 
United Reformed Churcbes 
will sign a covenant to work 
closely together. 

The Archbishop of Canter¬ 
bury, Dr Robert Runcie, set 
die tone for the decade in the 
Anglican church during his 
last presidential address at 
the General Synod last 
month. “The need for the 
good news of our Lord Jesus 
Christ is as dear as ever. 
There is much sin and much 
wickedness, which cries out 
for his healing and forgiving 
touch.” 

The difference between 
the Catholic Decade and that 
being organised by other 


for the last ten years to the 
2,000th anniversary of 
Christ's birth to be marked 
in a special way. The con- 
ferencecafled for a shift to a 

d ynamic rnwr/ywr y wn phft. 

sis, going beyond care and 
nurture to "proclamation 
and service”. The Bishop of 

TipJififtM and chairman of 

the Church of England’s 
Board for Mission and 
Unity, the Right Rev Keith 
Sutton, said: "Evangelism is 
the communicating of the 
good news of our Lord in a 
more person-to-person way. 

I see evangelisation as apply¬ 
ing the nirieian feirh to all 

departments of life.” 

One puzzle that surprised 
evangelical chu rchme n as 
the decade approached has 
been the above-average in¬ 
crease — 2 per cent — in 
church attendance in Dur¬ 
ham, a bastion of the old- 
fashioned liberalism is 
increasingly under 
from some evangelicals. 
Bishop Sutton said: "While I 
do not agree with everything 
the Bishop of Durham says I 
do think we must respect the 
honesty with which he wres- 


Tfae main churches in Britain start a 
decade of evangelism in the new year. 
It is aimed at strengthening churches 
and spreading the gospel, not just 
increasing church membership. Not 
all Christians, however, endorse the 
campaign. Ruth Gledhili reports in 
the first of two articles 


ties with the questions.” 

That thesis is supported by 
the results of a survey in 
another northern diocese. A 
Bradford diocesan survey on 
the has shown that 

the largest group who would 
accept labels in the church 
described themselves as “lib¬ 
erals”. The survey showed 
81 per cat of the laity 
supported the d e cade, but 
most eschewed churchman- 
ship labels, preferring to be 
thought of as "plain Cof E". 
Two Anglican dioceses 


launched 


than-decades ea 


riy. 


last summer. The Bishop of 
Doncaster, the Right Rev 
William Persson, said Shef¬ 
field diocese's decade was 
launched in June, with 
14,000 people at an open-air 
eucfaaiist at Doncaster race¬ 
course. "We have appointed 
an adviser in evangelism and 
be is going round all our 
encouraging our 
paris h#* to share frith.” 


The Bishop of Sheffield, 
the Right Rev David Loon, 
said foe idea came to him as 
be considered what foe 
churcb should do in foe last 
decade of foe century. He 
saw no reason to change 
plans rnsde before foe Lam¬ 
beth Conference. 

The Southwell diocese, in 
Nottinghamshire, hunched 
its decade in July. The Rev 
Paid Morris, adviser in evan¬ 
gelism, said: "It was foe 100- 
•year anniyenary of a famous 
service in the Southwell 
minster.” The hunch in¬ 
cluded a prayer vigil and a 
prayer card that has been 
rir Arl flt ffd throughout ^ 
diocese; 

The Feast of the Epiphany 
Is foe day Mary and Joseph 
took Jesus to the Temple to 
be dedicated to God, where 
Simeon described Jesus as "a 
light to lighten the Gentiles, 
and foe glory of thy people 


Israel”. Epiphany win also 
coincide this year with foe 
Methodists’ annual public 
commitment to their coven¬ 
ant with God, when they say 
together: "I finely and whole¬ 
heartedly yield aU things to 
your pleasure and disposal” 

Many Christians find it 
easier to avow their frith 
among like-minded people 
than to explain their lifestyle 
to others. Donald En g fefa , 
president of foe Methodist 
Conference, said: "I think 
foe cradal question is going 
to be the degree to which 
each Ch ristian in this coun¬ 
try gains confidence in his or 
her Christian lifestyle and is 
willing to tell other people 
why he or she lives in this 
particular way.” 

One critical voice has been 
that of foe influential Rev 
Paul Holme, minister of 
.Wesley’s Chapel, City Road, 
London. He said he was 
dubious about the decade. 

He wrote in the latest Meth¬ 
odist Recorder. "I must con¬ 
fess to feeling uneasy about 
the Decade of Evangelism. It 
is a high-sounding title, but 
what does it mean? What are 
we supposed to be doing that 
we are not doing already? 

"If it is another attempt to 
remind us that we are not ‘ 
dung enough, or we could be 
doing it better, then it is a 


truism that wiD fail on deaf 
ears.” He said the word 
evangelism bad to be rescued 
from those who had hijacked 
it to mean what they want it 
to mean: a “religious jam¬ 
boree for happy Christians”. 
The word had got into foe 
hands of the wrong people, 
who think it is limited to a 
"fundamentalist view of 
Scripture and salvation”. 
The decade is in danger of 
leaving people more con¬ 
fused than they are at the 
moment, he said. It was 
nnfMKqift to think there 
would be a mighty revival if 
people preached foe "true” 
Gospel from the “true” 
Word. 

The United Reformed 
Church has backed the de¬ 
cade. The Rev Bernard 
Thorogood, URC general 
secretary, said: "We believe 
there is a permanent calling 
of foe people of God to 
witness to foe great acts of 
God in Jems Christ, and this 
involves all of us, not just the 
professionals.” The Rev 
David Coffey, general sec¬ 
retary-elect of foe Baptist 
Union and secretary for 
eva n ge li s m , said the Baptist 
church had adopted a “de¬ 
cade by stages” approach. 

Toaomr.NofrChndai 
i* fears 



British Gas 


* 


TO SURVIVE GAS LEAKS, 
BRITISH GAS RECOMMENDS USING 
YOUR ANIMAL INSTINCTS. 




All animals, including humans, have special senses to help 
them survive in their natural environment. Our senses may not 
be as acute as those of our fellow creatures, but they can still 
alert us to potential danger at home. 

A gas leak is easily detected by human nostrils. 

If you smell gas, your first instinct should be to use your 
eyes. Check to see if the gas has been left unlit, or a burner 
has gone out. See that doors and windows are open. 

See that the gas is turned off at the meter. 

See that nobody turns electrical switches on or off or touches 
the doorbell, or smokes. 

Use your voice. Phone the gas emergency service straight 
away (the number is under Gas in the telephone directory). 
Don’t leave it to someone else. No matter what time of day 
or night, one of our engineers will be round as fast as humanly 
possible. In the meantime, play safe. 

Use your senses. Its only common sense. 



The Pope giving his Christinas blessing: war in the 
Golf would be "an adventure with no return” 

Pope appeals for 
peace in the Gulf 


THE Pope yesterday urged 
national leaders to realise that 
a war in the Gulf would be ik an 
adventure with no return”. In 
his Christinas message he also 
called for a solution to the 
Israeli-Patestinian conflict but 
j it was not clear if he was 
suggesting that it should be 
linked to the Gulf crisis. 

“For foe area of foe Gullj we 
wait with trepidation for the 
threat of conflict to disappear. 
May leaders be convinced that 
war is an adventure with no 
return,” he told thousands of 
people in St Peter's Square. 

“By reasoning, patience and 
dialogue with respect for the 
inalienable rights of people 
and nations, it is possible to 
identify and travel the paths of 
understanding and peace,” he 
said in foe message televised 
live to 60 countries. 

His call for “respect for foe 
inalienable rights of people 
and nations” appeared to be a 
reference to Iraq’s occupation 
of Kuwait, which the Pope has 
condemned. He said that the 


shadows, “though they seem 
to be growing deeper on the 
horizon, cannot dim the light 
of Christ". 

Declaring that “the light of 
Christ is with the tormented 
nations of foe Middle East” 
foe Pope also called for a 
solution to foe Israeli-Rdest- 
inian conflict “The Holy 
Land too has been awaiting 
this peace for years: a peaceful 
solution to the whole question 
which concerns it, a solution 
which takes into account foe 
legitimate expectations of the 
Palestinian people and of foe 
people who live in foe slate of 
Israel” he said. 

The Pope also said that “the 
tumbled wails of ideological 
and political opposition” in 
Eastern Europe bad left 
believers with the challenge to 
shun hedonism and materi¬ 
alism. Citing Africa's prob¬ 
lems, he called for "a more 
just sharing of foe earth’s 
resources”. 

Queen's message, page II 


Runcie denounces 
cult of violence 


THE Archbishop of Canter¬ 
bury spoke out yesterday 
against foe glamorisation of 
war and the cult of violence 
encouraged by television. 

Dr Robert Runcie said this 
year’s Christmas celebration 
of peace was taking place with 
the shadow of war hanging 
over foe Gul£ 

In his last Christmas Day 
sermon at Canterbury cathe¬ 
dral before his retirement next 
month, he spoke of foe 
temptation for individuals 
and nations to “glamorise 
violence as an instrument for 
righting wrongs and for mak¬ 
ing and restoring peace”. He 
repeated his view that war in 
the Gulf could be justified 
only as a last resort. 

At the end of a century in 
which war had cost millions of 
lives, it remained “strangely 
and powerfully seductive. 
Groups like the IRA continue 
to bathe violence in i io> 
man tic light, to propagate the 
view that only by adopting 
violent means can their ends 
be achieved. 

“And mass entertainment 
panders to this cult of vi¬ 
olence. bringing fighting and 
murder into our living rooms 
as a spectacle to be seen from 
our armchairs, and distancing 
violence from the pain, re- 
morse and grief which in¬ 
evitably follow iL 
“Against the cult of vi¬ 
olence, Christian frith and 
experience is bound to protest. 
The faith that takes in the 
stable of Bethlehem and the 
cross of Calvary is schooled to 
distrust raw power as an agent 
of any lasting good." 

The archbishop had a spe¬ 
cial messsage for the soldiers 
serving in foe Gulf and foe 
people of Kuwait. He said 
everyone was acutely aware : 
that within a few weeks there 1 


could be “fearsome combat” 
in foe Middle East. “In such a 
combat thousands could suf¬ 
fer and die. So, poignantly this 
Christmas, we remember our 
own young men and women 
serving in the forces. 

"We pray also for foe 
United Nations, that foe frag¬ 
ile opportunity for creating a 
new world order of law and 
restraint may be upheld.” Dr 
Runcie said the world was 
“uneasily poised between 
fresh and alarming dangers 
and new possibilities that 
there could be for the first 
time an international order 
which can claim universal 
respect”. 

Letters, page 9 
Photograph, page 18 


Ulster hope 
raised 

CHURCH leaders in North¬ 
ern Ireland yesterday wel¬ 
comed the IRA's three-day 
Christmas ceasefire and said it 
gave hope of positive develop¬ 
ments m 1991. 

The Most Rev Robin 
“tnes. Church of Ireland 
primaie. and the Most Rev 
Cftha! Daly, his new Catholic 
counterpart, referred to foe 
temporary cessation of vi¬ 
olence in Christmas morning 
sermons at their Armagh 
cathedrals. 

Archbishop Eames said the 
province might be standing on 
the threshold of peace, bring¬ 
ing an end io the hatred and 
violence. Dr Daly said the 
ceasefire would be particularly 
welcome if it signalled a 
change in attitude on the part 
of the IRA and Sinn Fein 
towards political violence. 
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The Middle East s 


Violence and dread of war bring gloom to Holy Land 



» P™yer for 
loro ob the ere of war 


THERE was a time when Christ¬ 
mas in the binhplact of Christ was 
a joyous affair, with thousands 
thronging Manger Square in front 
of the Church of the Nativity. 
Yesterday Bethlehem and the 
entire Holy Land were sunk in 
deep gloom and apprehension, the 
Christmas festivities not only 
restricted for the third year run* 
ni n g by the Pales tinian uprising, 

or intifada, but also overshadowed 
by the grim prospect of a Middle 
East war. 

“What we need today is love on 
the eve of an imminent world 
war” said Archbishop Michel 
Sabbah, the Palestinian Roman 
Catholic patriarch, as be cele¬ 
brated midnight Mass. But there 
was little love in evidence as a 
handful of visitors, probably fewer 
than 200, sang carols in a 
rainswept Manger Square white 


Christmas in Bethlehem has turned from 
joy to grief and foreboding, Richard Owen 
reports. Soldiers outnumber pilgrims and 
local Christians’ hearts are heavy 


heavily armed Israeli troops kept 
watch from surrounding rooftops 
In case of intifada violence. 

“This is the saddest, gloomiest 
Christmas I can remember," said 
Elias Freij, the long-serving Arab 
Mayor of Bethlehem, who can 
normally muster at least a spark of 
ebullience. “Every family here 
bears the scars of the intifada in 
the form of killed or wounded 
relatives or ruined businesses." 

Church leaders again cancelled 
all festivities except religious cere¬ 
monies, and Bethlehem's shops 
were dosed. The town's 35,000 


Arab Christians were, in any case, 
in no mood to put up lights or 
decorations to welcome Che patri¬ 
arch as he arrived from Jerusal em . 
Worshippers were outnumbered 
by soldiers, and the 14 Western 
choirs which used to hold carol 
services in Bethlehem were re¬ 
duced to just one. 

On everyone's mind, over¬ 
shadowing the "glad tidings of 
great joy" announcing Christ's 
birth, was the grim warning by 
Yitzhak Shamir, the Israeli prime 
minister, that war was very dose. 
In Nazareth, in Israel proper, the 


mood was more cheerful, the air 
filled with bell-ringing and carol 
singing as thousands of Arab 
Christians walked in procession to 
the Basilica of the Annunciation. 
But even here festivities were low- 
key as church leaders emphasised 
the tense situation in their Christ¬ 
mas sermons. 

In Bethlehem, Israeli forces 
sought to lighten the atmosphere 
by handing pink carnations to 
visitors after they had searched 
them with metal detectors for 
weapons and bombs. 

However, Elias Rishmawi, a 
Palestinian chemist from nearby 
Beit Sahour, or Shepherd's Fields, 
produced a leaflet written at 
Christinas 1945, towards the end 
of the British mandate in Pal¬ 
estine. It said: “What kind of 
festive season can this be when 
our souls are sad, our families are 


torn apart and a tire burns in our 
chest?” Mr Rishmawi added: 
“Nothing changes except the rul¬ 
ers." Gunfire crackled nearby: an 
Israeli patrol was chasing young 
Arab stone-throwers. 

Archbishop Sabbah referred to 
“a situation in which our land is 
still dominated by injustice and 
fear as weB as the desire for 
peace". In a Christmas message, 
be and other church leaders called 
on world leaders to “spare the 
region from devastating destruc¬ 
tion”. The message said the 
Ch ristian churches considered it 
their sacred duty to voice concern 
about human rights violations by 
Israeli troops in the occupied 
territories, and deplored the 
“pervasive mood of despair 
because of the considerable suffer¬ 
ing and loss of life among Palestin¬ 
ian Arabs". The statement 


criticised Israeli attempts to 
change the character of Jerusalem 
and to erode the centuries-old 

privileges and rights of the Chris¬ 
tian churches by encroaching on 
church property and imposing 
heavy tans. 

Because of the deteriorating 
situation, many Christian Arabs 
are leaving Israel and the West 
Bank. In 1947 there were 150,000 
Christians, mostly Arabs, in what 
was Palestine. Whereas the Mus¬ 
lim population has doubled and 
the Jewish population has in¬ 
creased sixfold, the number of 
Christian Arabs has decreased to 
130.000 today. 

“If we are not careful, the 
churches which commemorate 
Christ's birth and death will soon 
become museums,” said Father 
Jerome Murpby-O’Connor. a 
leading archaeological historian. 


Cheney and 
Powell argue 
against hasty 
use of force 


From Susan Elucott in Washington 


THE two most senior military 
leaders of the United States have 
told President Bush that American 
forces will not be ready to launch a 
military attack on Iraq by January 
15, the United Nations dead Kti»» 
authorising the use of force against 
Iraq if it has not withdrawn from 
Kuwait. 


The comments by Richard Che¬ 
ney, the US defence secretary, and 
General Colin Powell, the chair¬ 
man of the joint chiefs of staffs 
were the latest sign that military 
officials are stepping up efforts to 
dissuade political leaders from 
launching an attack on Iraq until 
their forces are fully prepared. 


They briefed Mr Bush for three 
hours on Christmas Eve at Camp 
David on the readiness and mo¬ 
rale of American forces involved 
in Operation Desert Shield. Re¬ 
ports of the meeting suggest they 
advised Mr Bush to wait until the 
xmpletion of a deployment of up 
to 200,000 troops between mid- 
January and mid-February. 


States to Baghdad over the past 
two weeks on the readiness of its 
troops for offensive action. Gen¬ 
eral Calvin Walter, the deputy 
commander of American forces in 
the Guff said last week they would 
not be folly prepared to launch an 
attack by the UN deadline. This 
week, The Washington Post 
quoted Pentagon officials as say¬ 
ing the United Suites has accel¬ 
erated the development and 
deployment of several new weap¬ 
ons for potential use in a Gulf war, 
including an air-to-air missile 
capable of jamming electronic 
devices, and has stepped up 
production or modified other 
arms for use in the desert. 


Their discussions followed 
mixed signalg,,-deliberate or 
unintentional — from the United 


Allies may 
pull envoys 


out of Iraq 


From Martin Retcher 

IN WASHINGTON 


THE Bush administration is 
aonsulting allies on whether to 
grind down their embassies in 
Baghdad before January 15, the 
late after which the United Na¬ 
tions has authorised military ac- 
ion against Iraq, if it has not 
withdrawn its forces from Kuwait 
Officials said the embassies 
would not be closed completely 
refore January 15, but did not 
seclude the possibility that Amer- 
ca and its partners could break 
iiplomalic relations with Iraq en 
nasse at some point after that 
A senior suite department of- 
idal said the embassies were 
jerfonning important diplomatic 
unctions, “bat obviously as we 
ipproacb the 15th we are going to 
lave to ask ourselves what further 
unction can be performed". 

In an interview on Christmas 
•ve, the official said that, if direct 
alks between the United States 
ind Iraq could not be arranged, 
he administration was consdd- 
■ring other ways of convincing 
•resident Saddam Hussein that 
America was serious about going 
o war. He refused to elaborate. 
Hit one likelihood would be more 
ligh-profile military exercises. 

He confirmed America would 
eek more money from its allies 
arty in the new year to offset both 
Is huge military costs and the 
mrlshi p of frontline states. 


General Waller’s comments 
were in line with private assess¬ 
ments from other military officials 
but were widely regarded as 
undercutting the administration's 
strategy of keeping Iraq guessing 
about its plan* and emphasising 
the importance of January 15. 

Mr Bush said last weekend that 
American forces would be ready to 
react immediately if provoked by 
huq.but left-open the question of 
the readiness of the coalition 
forces for offensive action. Mr 
Cheney and General Powell re¬ 
turned at the weekend from then- 
first joint visit to Saudi Arabia, 
after a review of war plans with 
commanders in the field and 
meetings with military and pol¬ 
itical leaders of Egypt and Saudi 
Arabia, two key allies. 

The meeting at Camp David 
punctuated a lull in diplomatic 
efforts by the United States and 
Iraq to resolve the Gulf conflict. 
Barring a diplomatic break¬ 
through, proposed high-level talks 
look increasingly unlikely to take 
place amid failure to agree on a 
date for talks between James 
Baker, the US Secretary of State, 
and President Saddam Hussein. 
The Los Angeles Times quoted 
Tariq Aziz, the Iraqi foreign 
minister, on Monday as saying 
officials of his government were 
willing to meet the Bush admin¬ 
istration on January 12. The 
White House wants the meeting 
by January 3. 

• Divided house: Parliament is 
not » wired behind the govern¬ 
ment's stance on the Guff Labour 
MPs Tam Dal yell and Harry 
Ewing have said in a telegram to 
Senator George Mitchell, leader of 
the Democrats in the US Senate 
(Nicholas Watt writes). 

They told him: “Ted Heath’s 
views are shared by many MPs in 
all parties. We believe the House 
of Commons should be consulted 
as you rightly wish Congress to be 
consulted before horrendous 
war." They sent the telegram on 
Christmas Eve and yesterday Mr 
DalyeD said the stakes were so 
high that Parliament should be 
recalled at the earliest 
opportunity. 


£ ssttMMu 



Pitching in: comedian Bob Hope, right, with die former finrimwii Reds baseball star, Johnny Bench, commenting in Saudi 
Arabia yesterday on theg Christmas entertainment programme for US troops. The media have been barred from performances 


Santa flies good 
cheer to the Rats 


By Our Foreign Staff 


Shamir warning, page 1 
Letters, page 9 


IN A swirl of dust, Santa Claus 
dropped in by helicopter yesterday 
in Saudi Arabia with Christmas 
presents for Britain's Desert Rats. 

And according to tradition, 
officers of the 7th Armoured 
Bri^de served their soldiers a 
Christmas dinner of turkey and 
plum pudding, took over guard 
duty and scrubbed out the latrines. 

The commanding officer, Briga¬ 
dier Patrick Cordingley, had a 
Christmas message for President 
Saddam Hussein. “I think they 
(the Iraqis) understand the 
psychological warfare that is going 
on and they are quite certain that 
... we’re prepared to go to war if 
necessary," he told reporters. 

While burly soldiers draped in 
festive tinsel took turns to sit on 
Santa's knee to receive Monopoly 
sets, cheese biscuits, books and 
mince pies, it was still business as 
usual as the allied forces contin¬ 
ued their build-up. 

Amid the festivities, convoys of 
trucks and armoured vehicles 
streamed towards the border with 
Kuwait, seized by Iraq nearly five 
months ago. 

Some American forces have 
been placed on a higher state of 
alert as a precaution in case Iraq 
chooses the Christmas holiday to 
launch a pre-emptive strike. 

British troops, wearing the 
distinctive emblem of a rat for 
their part in the second world war 
North African desert campaign, 
have received 100 tons of Christ¬ 
mas cards and presents donated 
by the British Legion of ex- 
servicemen, the Salvation Army 
and supermarkets. 

“To a soldier, from two old 
codgers with no son of their own," 
read one card. “Thank you for 
your help — a Kuwaiti family,” 
read another sent from St Johns 


Wood in London. Sometimes, the 
goodwill went the other way. One 
troop of Royal Engineers sent a 
teddy bear and Christmas card to 
Max, aged four-and-a-baff from 
Preston in Sussex who suffers 
from cerebral palsy. 

On Christmas Eve, in camps 
across eastern Saudi Arabia, sol¬ 
diers gathered to sing carols 
under the stars “It was very 
poignant," said one tank com¬ 
mander. 



Cordingley: issued Christmas 
wanting to President Saddam 


On board the US Navy hospital 
ship Mercy in the Guff Santa 
appeared on a cargo dolly deco¬ 
rated like a sleigh. Pulling the 
dolly were seven men and women 
wearing cardboard reindeer 
antlers. 

Elsewhere in Saudi Arabia, US 
forces attended religious services 
b ehind closed doors to avoid 
offending Muslims bat many 
openly displayed Christmas trees. 


Queen's speech, page 11 


Baghdad Christians 
pray 



From John Holland in Baghdad 


“PRAY that the Prince of Peace 
will rescue us from the scourge of 
war" — those were the words of 
Baghdad's leading Assyrian Cath¬ 
olic cleric, invoking his congrega¬ 
tion in the packed pews of St 
Mary’s Church to hold true to God 
and country. - 

He spoke the Christmas Eve 
words just after the last strains of 
“Aukl Lang Syne", sung in Arabic 
by the choir, faded in the church— 
one of many in the city filled over 
the two-day Christmas holiday for 
Christians in this overwhelmingly 
Muslim country. 

According to Iraqi- officials, 
there are about 100 Christian 
churches in Baghdad. Most of 
Iraq's one million Christians went 
to Mass or Protestant services, 
taking a brief respite from the 
looming spectre of war. Even 
Tariq Aziz, the foreign minister 
and a Christian, apparently at¬ 
tended cburdL 

The Christinas respite was 
likely to be temporary for most 
Iraqis, Muslims or Christians. The 
men at St Mary's looked grim, 
determined, while some , women 
sat quietly, chins quivering, as 
they listened to the choir. 

Candles and incense were lit by 
parishioners, and altar boys 
passed around a collection plate 
which was full to overflowing 
when it reappeared at the altar. 

One panshioner, Tariq al- 
Rahsha, said his family began 
preparing for Christmas early to 
get in enough food for a pleasant 
dinner — but it still did not begin 
to rival last year’s feast. “We 
spread the feast out across the 
floor last year and sat in a circle 
but as you can see, we can only eat 
from a small table this time. It is 
the times. We cannot manage it so 


good with the shortages.” 

After lunch. Mr al-Rahsha and 
his wife and four children visited 
relatives in another apartment in 
Baghdad and planned later on a 
telephone call to relatives in 
Michigan in the United States. 

No presents were exchanged 
this year, he said — again because 
of the situation. “Everyone was 
told to bring things they thought 
they would like to share with 
everyone, like their voices or a 
guitar to play music, nothing 
else." 

But, he added proudly, “I did 
manage to buy my youngest son, 
who is 15, a new pair of trousers 
and our daughter a new blouse.” 
He said he had paid 120 dinars for 
the two items - about half his 
monthly wage. 

After dinner, in his study, Mr al- 
Rahsha turned grimly, like all 
Iraqis this holiday season, to the 
coming storm. “I am a good 
Christian and do not like war, but 
history is on our side and we will 
fight to keep Kuwait,” he said. 

Did war concern him? “If there 
is a war we are ready. Kuwait is 
Iraqi since a long time. 

“Jesus Christ, he is the man of 
peace, he came for peace and we 
like peace — now everybody is 
praying for peace. In the next days 
this is what we will pray for — for 
the US government to decide for 
peace.” 

Mr al-Rahsha’s son Ragid, a 
veterinary student aged 21 and a 
reservist in the army, entered the 
room and was asked what he 
believed he was fighting for. “My 
mother,” came the reply. “She 
really wants peace, but if there is 
war she is happy we take pan. And 
if we die, we die for her and our 
country.” 


Right-wing 

Lebanese 
militia shun 
cabinet 


Beirut — The hardline Christian 
Lebanese Forces militia has re¬ 
fused to sii on a cabinet of 
national reconciliation on which it 
was offered only one seat. Its 
boycott could delay the im¬ 
plementation of a plan io end 
Lebanon's 15-year civil war (Ali 
Jaber writes). 

Omar KaramL the new prime 
minister, appointed a range of 
rival militia leaders to the 30- 
member cabinet which is to 
implement the peace plan and 
disband the militias. However, the 
Lebanese Forces rejected the 
appointments as unbalanced. 

Samir Geagea, the Lebanese 
Forces commander, was named as 
a minister without portfolio, but 
he will not lake up his seat. Other 
warlords such as Walid Jumblait, 
the Druze chief, and Nabib Beni, 
the Araal leader, were given 
similar posts. Sitting cabinet 
members such as Albert Mansour, 
George Saadeh, Michel Sasin and 
Ali Khalil retained their seats. 
Other appointees were said to 
have been implicated in atrocities 
during the civil war. 


Children fly to 
Britons in Gulf 


Hundreds of British families in 
the Gulf have ignored Foreign 
Office advice to send dependants 
home, and' many have, brought 
children out from Britain to join 
them for the Christmas holiday 
(Andrew McEwen-writes). 

Their action has angered others 
in the Guff who feel It has 
worsened flight congestion, mak¬ 
ing it difficult to obtain a home¬ 
ward booking before the United 
Nations deadline of Janaury 15 for 
Iraq to leave Kuwait The conges¬ 
tion is partly artificial, because a 
high proportion of those who book 
fail to show up. 

The mood of pessimism in 
London and Washington, where 
most diplomats believe a conflict 
is more likely with Iraq than it was 
ten days ago, does not seem to be 
shared by Britons living in the 
Guff Even some British dip¬ 
lomats have disregarded the For¬ 
eign Office advice on dependants. 


Howitzer death 


Eastern Saudi Arabia — One of 
five soldiers, who was injured 
when a 105 mm howitzer exploded 
during a training accident last 
Thursday, has died, bringing the 
death toll in Operation Desert 
Shield to 81, the American mili¬ 
tary’s central command an¬ 
nounced. The soldiers were from 
the 3/320th Field Artillery of the 
101 st Airborne Division. The 
cause of the accident is being in¬ 
vestigated. The dead man had 
been in a coma. (AP) 


Beirut — Relatives and friends of 
two hostages held in Lebanon 
wished them a merry Christmas 
and said in letters published in 
Beirut newspapers they hoped for 
their release. The letters were 
addressed to the British journalist, 
John McCarthy, aged 34, spending 
his fifth year as a hostage, and 
American journalist, Terry Ander¬ 
son, aged 43. This Christmas was 
his sixth in captivity. (Reuter) 


OVER 60? GET AN EXTRA 10% OFF IN THE 


B&Q SALE THIS BOXING DAY WITH 



THE B&Q OVER 60 s CLUB CARD. 


i e 


CARD 



, l r B 

c A K _Ll 



The Over 60’s Club Card is free to anyone aged 60 or 
over and entitles you to 10% off all Ql .Y. and gardening 
products (including sale and special offer items), 
purchased at B&Q on Wednesdays only. 

To pick up your free card, just come along anytime to 
your local B&Q with proof of your age 
And remember, we deliver free 
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6 Overseas News 


Amsterdam cuts 
aid after military 
coup in Surinam 


SURINAM'S armed forces 
overthrew the elected govern¬ 
ment of the former Dutch 
colony in South America after 
a dispute between its president 
and long-time military chief 
There were no reports of 
shooting and the coup appar¬ 
ently was bloodless, two for¬ 
mer Surinamese officials now 
living abroad said. 

The Netherlands yesterday 
condemned the coup and 
suspended development aid. 
The Dutch foreign ministry 
gave a warning to the coun¬ 
try’s military leaden not to 
use force in the future. 

All telephone and telex 
communications with Suri¬ 
nam appeared to have been 
cut yesterday after Monday's 
coup. Attempts to contact the 
capital, Paramaribo, from 
neighbouring French Guiana 
and Venezuela were fruitless. 

The whereabouts of Presi¬ 
dent Ramsewak Shankar were 
not known. It was not known 
whether he or other members 
of the civilian government 
had been placed under arrest. 

The military chief, Lieuten¬ 
ant-Colonel Desi Bouterse, 
had earlier resigned, raising 


By Our Foreign Staff 

speculation that he would try 
to seize control of the mineral- 
rich country. 

In Amsterdam, a former 
high- ranking Surinamese of¬ 
ficial who had been in touch 
with Cokmel Bouterse after 
the coup said the military 
acted after the government 
reneged on a pledge to step 
down. The colonel led a 
military coup that toppled an 
elected government in 1980 
and ruled until elections in 
November 1987, which Mr 
Shankar's Front for Democ¬ 
racy and Develo pment party 
won by a fandaHHe. Relations 
between the government and 
Colonel Bouterse had been 
strained ever since Mr Shan¬ 
kar began a five-year term in 
January 1988. 

The acting commander of 
the armed forces, Lieutenant 
Ivan Graanoogst, announced 
the coup on television late on 
Monday, according to a for¬ 
mer Surinamese diplomat liv¬ 
ing in a nearby country. 
Lieutenant Graanoogst read a 
statement saying that in taking 
control the army was acting in 
line with its institutional 
responsibility”. 


The former diplomat quo¬ 
ted Lieutenant Graanoogst as 
saying that a curfew was in 
effect and urging his compatri¬ 
ots to remain calm. 

In Amsterdam, the former 
Surinamese official said that 
the azmy had promised to 
form an interim government 
in the coming week that would 
organize free elections within 
100 days. 

The Amsterdam foreign 
ministry statement con¬ 
demned “the undemocratic 
seizure of power by the Suri¬ 
namese military”, aHHmg the 
government “deplores this 
serious blow to the process of 
consolidation of a democratic 
system in Surinam. The 
Dutch government has de¬ 
cided to suspend development 
co-operation aid with Suri¬ 
nam until further notice”. 

The Netherlands, which 
granted Surinam indepen¬ 
dence in 1975, agreed to 
provide about $100 million 
(£53 million) of aid a year. It 
aid in 1982 after 15 
opposition leaders were killed 
in army custody under a 
previous regime headed by 
Colonel Bouterse. 


West helps 
Moscow 
recapture 
its glitter 

By Our Foreign Staff 

FOR the first time in over 70 
years of strict communist 
rule, a huge Christmas tree 
adorned Moscow's otherwise 
drab city centre to lend a 
Western-style festive air to 
the occasion. 

Western capitalism, too, 
played its pan. General Eleo- 
tric, the US company with 
long experience of lighting 
the national Christmas tree in 
Washington, laid on a similar 
spectacle in Moscow’s GUM 
department store, complete 
with a short carol service. 

Most Russian Christians 
celebrate Christinas in two 
weeks’ time, following the old 
Orthodox calendar. 

But Christmas was an of¬ 
ficial holiday yesterday for 
the first time in the Baltic 
republics of Lithuania, Lat¬ 
via and Estonia. 

However, the holiday 
mood was marred by tension 
and speculation that Moscow 
was p lanning a crackdown 
against the republics. 

As part of their move to 
leave the Soviet Union, the 
three republics declared both 
Christmas Day and Christ¬ 
mas Eve official holidays. 
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Taiwan 
to end 
state 


Branchi n g out the Christmas tree dominating Moscow’s GUM department store 


FILL UP 


OFT DRINKS. 




KGB chief 
tempers 
attack on 
aid donors 

From Our Foreign Staff 

IN MOSCOW 

VLADIMIR Kryuchkov, the 
KGB chief; qualified remarks 
he had made at the weekend 
accusing the West of lacing 
food aid with radioactive 
contaminants. He said he had 
been misunderstood and that 
his statement did not signify a 
return to a Cold War 
mentality. 

Speaking before the Con¬ 
gress of People’s Deputies on 
Saturday, he had accused cer¬ 
tain foreign enterprises of 
activities which he said were 
dose to economic sabotage. 
Yesterday he said h was 
impossible to return to the 
past, either in the Soviet 
Union or globally, and added 
be had not meant to accuse the 
majority of foreign enter¬ 
prises. He welcomed inter¬ 
national aid, and said most 
countries were acting welL 
On Monday, Washington 
had challenged his remarks as 
unfounded and inaccurate, 
and expressed concern about a 
return to outdated and inflam¬ 
matory rhetoric. 

BERLIN: Germans have 
given the Red Cross at least 
DM40 million (£13.86 mil¬ 
lion) to alleviate shortages in 
the Soviet Union, Prince 
Botho zu Sayn-Wittgenstein, 
the national Red Cross direc¬ 
tor, said. (Reuter) 


Throughout the holiday, many She// 
service stations will be open. 

Our shelves will be stacked with all 
sorts of Items from milk to motoring 
accessories. 7o flnd your nearest 
station, opening hours and goods 
available, telephone pee on 0800 
900 900. The lines will be open from 
7am to midnight every day until 
Jan. 1st (In Scotland, Jan. 2nd.) 



Kryuchkov: denies return 
to Cold War mentality 


of war 

Taipei—Taiwan will formally 
end its state of war with China 
before May, removing an 
important obstacle to closer 
ties with Peking and further 
democratic reform on the 
island. President Lee Teng-hui 
said yesterday. 

But in a sign of continuing 
pressure on the Nationalist 
government, about . 10,000 
opposition supporters 
marched here to demand even 
swifter change. 

President Lee said the 
Nationalists would before 
May rescind a 42-year-old 
emergency declaration issued- 
during the civil war and 
complete a process of consti¬ 
tutional reform. “We hope 
that in the shortest period of 
time, that is to say, before May 
next year, we will declare an 
end to the period of com¬ 
munist rebellion,” he told the 
National Assembly. 

The reforms would help to 
set the stage for the eventual 
reunification of Taiwan with 
mainland China and meet 
growing demands for democ¬ 
racy, Mr Lee said. 

Provirions under the decla¬ 
ration, issued just before the 
Nationalist government lost 
the war and fled to Taiwan in 
1949, give sweeping powers to 
tiie presidency and freeze in 
office hundreds of ageing leg¬ 
islators elected in China. 

“If we do not return to a 
normal constitutional system, 
and strengthen the operation 
of the constitution, it will be 
hard to establish a foundation 
for our country’s further dev¬ 
elopment," be said yesterday.' 

Oligarchy ends 

Mogadishu - With rebels 
dosing in on the capital. 
So malia has legalised oppo¬ 
sition parties and ended 17 
years of one-party role. 
Abdikasrim Salad Hassan, the 
interior minister, said a new 
law would allow parties to 
contest an election early in 
1991. Dissidents dismissed 
the move as a trick. (.Reuter) 

Bribery scandal 

Tokyo — Kazuya Ishibashi, 
the former education min - 
ister, admitted to police that 
he received 300 million- yen 
(£L2 minion) from two people 
involved in a bribery scandal 
over a new golf course project 
in Chiba prefecture, Japanese 
newspapers said. But police 
refused to confirm the news¬ 
paper reports. (AFP) 

Joy in Hanoi 

Hand—Crowds scrambled to 
attend midnight Mass here in 
one of the biggest demonstra¬ 
tions of Catholic religious 
fervour in communist Viet¬ 
nam for years, witnesses said. 
Most people took Christmas 
as a holiday. Streetcorner 
speakers blared Vietnamese 
renderings of Jingle BeUs and 
Silent Night (AFP) 

Guerrilla trace 

Mexico City - The 
Farabundo Marti National 
liberation Front, El Sal¬ 
vador’s left-wing rebel group, 
has declared a nine-day holi¬ 
day truce, stopping a month¬ 
long offensive. However, 
government forces launched 
an operation against the rebels 
last Thursday. (AP) 

Snowball ban 

Islamabad — Throwing snow¬ 
balls, loud ringing and taking 
photographs of women have 
been tanned by the magistrate 
of the P akistan hill resort of 
Murree, after complaints 
about snowball attacks by 
tourists. The measures will 
remain in force for two 
months. Murree is currently 
snowed under. (Reuter) 


Tirana refuses to 
postpone election 



SANDWICHES. 


That way, you can be sure to be topped 
up with everything you need. 

YOU GAN TELL 

WHEN rfS SHELL 


From Reuter in Tirana 

ALBANIA’S communist lead¬ 
ership turned down a request 
from the country's first oppo¬ 
sition party to postpone a 
general election scheduled for 
February 10, Tirana radio 
reported yesterday. 

The new Albanian Demo¬ 
cratic party appealed last week 
for a postponement of two to 
three months to give it time to 
organise. But the radio said 
the praesidrum of the people’s 
assembly had decided there 
was “no objective reason” to 
postpone tire poll. 

A group of Christians, out¬ 
lawed along with other re¬ 
ligious believers under the 
stalinist and atheist system 
created by Enver Hoxha, the 
former leader, announced the 
formation of a second oppo¬ 
sition party. 

Father Simon Jubani, Alba¬ 
nia’s leading Catholic activist, 
said he and other Christians 
would set up the Christian 
Democratic Party. The Alba¬ 
nian Democratic Party was 
formed earlier this month, a 


day after President Alia, 
responding to pro-democracy 
protests by students, said he 
would allow independent par¬ 
ties to be formed. 

Sihat Tozaj, the secretary of 
the praesidium, was quoted by 
the r adio as saying the 40 days 
remaining until the election 
were long enough for parties to 
P«t up candidates. Since no 
Party had yet iaunched its 
campaign, he said, all were 
strong from the same base. 

The Democratic Parry, 
however, has complained that 
« is denied access to the 
communist-controlled media. 

ruling (commu- 
nwt) Party of Labour are 
prominently displayed in ev¬ 
ery town and village. 

•First service: Father Jubani 
conducted the first 
Systran Mass in Albania for 
m a graveyard in the 
of Shkoder. Al- 
H”? 51 i.O'OOO people attended 
me midnight service. *‘U is 
uke »mter suddenly turning 
into summer,” he said. 
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Ceausescu’s dying 
son protests he is 
revolution scapegoat 


A YEAR after his fen from 
Romania's “crown 
prince” the son of the exe¬ 
cuted tyrant Nicolae Ceau- 
sescu, is a broken man. Nicu 
Ceausescu, aged 40, is serving 
a 20-year sentence for “incite¬ 
ment to extremely grave mur¬ 
der” for his part in the death of 
89 people killed in his Gef- 
dom, the Transylvanian town 
of Sibiu, during the 1989 
Romanian revolution, in 
which his parents were sum¬ 
marily tried and shot on 
Christmas Day. 

Ter m i nal ly in, slurring his 
words and chain-smoking, 
Nicu Ceausescu claimed in an 
interview on Christmas Eve in 
the hospital wing of the in¬ 
famous Jiiava jail, just south 
of Bucharest, that he had a 
great regret “I will die here." 
The interview was conducted 
in the presence of his lawyer, 
his doctor and the chief guard 
of the prison medical wing. 

Ceausescu asserted he was 
not guilty of ordering anyone 
to fire on civilians during the 
‘revolution, that he had been 
made a scapegoat, and that he 
had long opposed his parents' 
policies. “What is certain is 
that I had to be convicted,” he 
said. “The authorities are 
afraid of me ... but I'm left 
here, an innocent man in 
prison, wondering why.” 

He claimed that, before 
fleeing Sibiu, he gave orders 
for army and Securitate troops 
not to fire on revolutionary 
demonstrators but these had 
been countermanded. He 
would not say by whom. 

From his teens, Ceausescu 
gained the reputation of being 
a tearaway and petty tyrant, 
and later a womaniser and 
drunkard. In an interview 
earlier this year, the mother of 
Nadia Comaneci, the former 
Romanian Olympic gymnast, 
claimed that her daughter had 
been dominated “body and 
soul” by Ceausescu and that 
he had had one of her finger¬ 
nails pulled out after she 
refused to go along with one of 
his sexual demands. Through¬ 
out the interview, Ceausescu 
refused to be drawn on the 
details of his “personal Hie”, 


A year after the Ceausescus were 
executed in the Romanian revolution, 
their jailed son, Nicu, tells Tim Judah 
how he tried to curb their excesses 



Nioolae Ceausescu: “said 

Nica was people’s enemy” 

saying that there were “a lot of 
legends” about him. 

Ceausescu, who had been 
bead of the Communist Youth 
League and was party first 
secretary in Sibiu, 160 miles 
north-west of Bucharest, at the 
time of the revolution, was 
apprehended on December 22 
last year. He vigorously denies 
that he was trying to escape. If 
that had been the case, “I 
would not have been driving 
to Bucharest but across the 
border. It would have been 
easy to leave”. He said he had 
known President Diescu in the 
past and thought it would be a 
good idea to try to meet him 
and the new government. 

Ceausescu claimed that for 
at least a decade he had 
opposed his father's policies 
and because he criticised his 
parents' actions had eff¬ 
ectively been exiled to provin¬ 


cial Sibiu. He said that there 
had been a “family rupture” in 
1980 and a “political rapture” 
in 1984. “2 told ay parents 
that people were suffering as 
far back as 1970. From a 
political point of view, it was a 
generation struggle.” 

Because he bad disagreed 
with his parents, Ceausescu 
denied that Sibiu had been the 
training ground to groom a 
successor. Rather, be claimed 
he had never discussed the 
matter with his parents mid 
that he had been “poshed 
away to Sibiu”. He declared: 
“Who wants to leave their 
homes and friendly Also he 
denied. -that he had been 
preparing to succeed his par¬ 
ents, as ”1 did not want this”. 

Citing an example of oppo¬ 
sition to their policies, he said 
he had been against their 
destruction of much of old 
Bucharest and putting in its 
place the city's gargantuan, 
still unfinished House of the 
People and the 216-mile 
Boulevard of the Victory of 
Soctalism which leads to iL 
He said that the idea of 
demolishing much of the old 
dty had beat that ofa fawning 
politician who had suggested 
that the Ceausescus* political 
careers would be incomplete 
without a lasting memorial in 
stone. Ceausescu recounted 
that he had taken a stand 
against the demolition of a 
particularly beautiful and his¬ 
toric church- He said: “I told 
them that if they knocked it 
down I would turn cannon on 
the House of the People." He 
said that his parents had 
responded to this by calling 
him an “enemy of the people” 
He mused: “An enemy of the 
people then as now ” 
Ceausescu said his father 
knew only about 50-60 per 
cent, “maybe less”, of what 
had been happening in the 
Romania he ruled. He said: 
“He was surrounded by syco¬ 
phants. In order to maintain 
their privileges and power, 
they told my father that 
everything he did was good 
and they agreed with every¬ 
thing be said. No one told him 
the truth, so from this point of 
view it was a dictatorship.** 
Ceausescu claimed, how¬ 
ever, that with his toother 
Valentin and sister Zoia be 
had tried to “explain that 
thing s were not always as he 
had been told ... but he (his 
father) could not believe me 
... after all he was hearing 
these things from ministers”. 

He would not comment on 
his emotions concerning his 
parents’ executions. However, 
he did say: “It is one thing to 
be part of the family, but 
another to make policies. 
They should have been made 
to explain what they did and 
why... not shot I say this not 
just because they were my 
parents. Romania has now 
been deprived of this 
opportunity.” 

Ceausescu said he was 
“somewhat surprised” by the 
revolution that ended his 
father's 24-year rule, but it was 
“logical” that be should have 
been replaced. He was a 
convinced communist and he 
was stubborn. All the others 
from the old guard in the 
former socialist countries had 
been replaced. 

“It was probably a matter of 
conflicting ambitions between 
my father and Gorbachev. My 
father wanted to show that 
Romania would not do just 
what Gorbachev wanted.” 
The consequence was that the 


Reunited family 
hail year of unity 


From A Correspondent in frankfurt 


W hen the two 
brothers and two 
sisters, their 
spouses and children gath¬ 
ered around the tree on 
Christmas Eve in the grand 
living room to sing Oh 
Tannenbaum it was hard to 
believe that the family had 
endured decades of separa¬ 
tion during the 40-year 
division of Germany. 

But their feces hinted at 
the sorrow and fear that 
had kept them apart for 
years but now bound them 
closer together at their first 
Christmas in their re¬ 
unified country. 

The story of the Wolters 
family, which had gathered 
in the house of the oldest 
brother. Hans-Georg, aged 
55, near Frankfurt, almost 
reads like the history of the 
country: one, yet divided. 

“Even one year ago, w 
couldn’t imagine that we 


would celebrate Christmas 
together. Last year we cele¬ 
brated at home ... every¬ 
thing was so chaotic then,” 
said sister Lore, aged 47, 
who lives in Dresden. 
“Now we all live in the 
same country.” The five 
Wolters siblings — one 
sister was unable to attend 
the reunion — grew up in 
Dresden, where their father 
practised law and their 
mother gave piano lessons. 
ans-Georg fled to 
West Berlin in 
1959. His sister 
Renate, now aged 54, and 
her husband followed to the 
West in 1961, only months 
before the Berlin Wall was 
built. The others, Ulrike, 
Lore and Hartmut, stayed 
in East Germany. “I am so 
glad you are all here, 
Hans-Georg said “It took a 
long time to get here.” 


H 


Christmas hangover, pageS 


Soviet role in the revolution 
was “instrumental” and he 
described measures, such as 
troop movements taken by the 
Kremlin at the time of the 
revolution, to back his claim. 

“Changes there should have 
been, but they should and 
could have happened peace¬ 
fully.” Asked whose feult it 
was that they had not, 
Ceausescu said forcefully: 
“Not mine.” Asked if he 
thought it was his parents’ 
fault, he replied: “Maybe so.” 

Ceausescu has appealed 
against his sentence. It was 
legally “not correct” that the 
charge of “complicity to geno¬ 
cide” was changed at (he 
moment of sentencing. But he 
was not particularly hopeful 
that his appeal would succeed. 
Was be prepared to fight his 
diseases and his legal case? 
Laughing, he said: “I shall 
have to think about it” 



Overseas News 7 


Leading article, page 9 


Fighting for rehabilitation: Nicu 
Ceansesctz, the son of the executed 
Romanian dictator, Nicolae, pleading 
his case during his interview on 
Christmas Eve in Jflava prison, near 
Bucharest, where he is serving a 20- 
year sentence for his part in the deaths 
in Sitnn of 89 people daring die 1989 


revolution. Ceausesafs doctor says 
that he is terminally ill, s offering from 
cirrhosis of the liver caused by 
hepatitis, a varicosed oesophagus and 
depression. She believes that he could 
suffer a potentially fatal haemorrhage 
at any time and that the prison 
hospital does not have the necessary 


equipment, medicine or proper food to 
save bis life or treat him properly. “He 
vomits three or four times a day and 
has lost 22 kg (3st 61b) since he was 
arrested.” She asked that her name 
not be published, citing the fear of 
death threats for looking after one of 
the hated Ceausescu dan. 


Milosevic 
trounces 
opposition 
in Serbia 


From Associated Press 

IN BELGRADE 


SERBIA'S communists, led by 
Slobodan Milosevic and re¬ 
cently renamed Socialists, 
crushed all opposition in the 
republic's first free vote in five 
decades, winning 194 seats in 
the 250-seat part/ament, the 
results showed yesterday. 

Serbia, the hugest republic, 
and Montenegro, the smallest, 
were the only two of Yugo¬ 
slavia's six republics to elect 
communist governments. The 
result is likely to keep tensions 
high with the other four 
regions, where centre-right or 
nationalist parties triumphed. 

The opposition, which 
formed a coalition on the eve 
of the second-round ballot, 
won 48 seats in the one- 
chamber parliament Fight 
other seats went to indepen¬ 
dent candidates. 

Stanko Radmilovic, the Ser¬ 
bian prime minister, was 
ousted in the second round. 

Dragoljub Micunovic, of 
the Democratic Party, who 
defeated a Socialist candidate 
in Belgrade, said the oppo¬ 
sition should look into alleged 
irregularities before declaring 
the elections fair and honest. 
He also complained they did 
not get enough coverage from 
the media. 
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Buy any Magnet kitchen now and pay nothing 
until 2nd April 1991 (subject to status using our 
KomepJan Credit Account). 

PAY IN FULL OR BY CREDIT 

If you choose to pay by credit your first monthly 
payment and interest commences 2nd April I99J. 
The amount you pay will depend upon the credit 
limit chosen, e^. if the credit limit required is 


£1,568 under Homeplan D you'd pay as little as 
£50 per mouth. Total Credit Rice £2.729.15. 
Written quotation available on request. 
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Labour and 
the Sabbath 


Martin Jacques 


W hat is the most taflccri- 
about issue this Christ¬ 
mas? It might be the 
Gulf It could be the darkening 
.sides over the Soviet Union. It 
might even, at a pinch, be the 
likely outcome of the next elec¬ 
tion. But my pre fe rred candidate 
is something completely different: 
.working time and leisure time. 
That midit wm a little odd. bat 
think of the endless hoars of 
discussion about the nature of the 
Christmas break - joined this year 
i by the debate on Sunday opening. 

! We are now in the midst of what 
has become an extraordinary holi¬ 
day. Once, not so long ago, the 
festive season was short and 
sharp. The holiday was confined 
to rhristmag Day (only alter 
midday in Scotland) and Boxing 
Day. Neiw Year’s Day was a 
working day (though not in Scot¬ 
land, of course). Then Christinas 
slowly extended its tentacles. No 
•one planned the Great Festive 
Sleep. It just grew like Topsy and 
eventually became the norm. 

Yet, if the issue had ever been 
debated rationally I doubt 
whether we would have aided up 
in this mess. The majority, it 
seems, now have an enforced 
holiday lasting ax least 11 days, at 
a time of the year when it is almost 
impossible to get away and when 
the weather is at its worst. 
Furthermore, there is relatively 
little to do. 

I was forcibly reminded of this 
when looking through the local 
paper. Throughout the whole per¬ 
iod, afl the sports centres, swim¬ 
ming pools and libraries win be 


the leader of the Labour 
which prides itself on the delivery 
of first dass services: first, it was 
unfair on the wo rkf orce and, 
second, there was no demand at 
this time of year. I will return to 
the first argument later, but the 
second is patently absurd. This is 
the one time oftte year when such 
•facilities should be open. Changes 
in the pattern of our holidays 
require commensurate changes in 
the provision of services. 

The debate over the increas¬ 
ingly unstoppable trend towards 
Sunday opening raises rimitar 
issues. Three factors have pushed 
the process along, First, there has 
been the decline of the old 
working week, and its replacement 
by a positive p a tchwork of work¬ 
ing practices. As a result, the 
whole week is now considered in 
more flexible terms. Fhrther, the 
fact that most women work as well 
as shop, has increased die pressure 
far longer shopping hours, indud- 
ing Sunday opening. 

Second, the idea of Sunday as 
the sabbath hag dedmed as society 
has grown steadily more secular in 
its habits and beliefs. Finally, 
Sunday has traditionally been a 
boring day with limited possi¬ 
bilities from which to choose. X 


find the argument for a more liber¬ 
tarian conception of Sunday over¬ 
whelming. If people want more 
choice on a Sunday ihen so be it I 
, say this with two reservations. 
There is a strong argument that 

tikcTsmy other day ofthe week, 
one-seventh of a seven-day week 
economy, subject to the same 
levels of congestion and general 
hassle. Yet personally-I doubt 
whether this will happen. Cultural 
habits are too deeply ingrained. 
Most people will still not work on 
a Sunday. They may want more 
choice, but that does not mean 
they want it to be like Monday. 

Hie second reservation is a 
more serious problem. One of the 
most vociferous opponents of 
Sunday opening is the shop- 
workers’ union, Usdaw. Its argu¬ 
ment is that Sunday opening win 
mean many shop assistants, who 
are low-paid and enjoy little 
bargaining power, will face a 
serious deterioration in their 
; working conditions, with many in 
practice being forced to weak on 
Sundays. This raises some im¬ 
portant issues in relation to both 
the Christmas break and Sundays. 

Usdaw is wrong to oppose 
Sunday opening in principle, 
though cme can appreciate the 
motives of a weak union repre¬ 
senting a very weak group of 
workers. Less forgivable is the 
attitude of tbe Labour party which 
has quietly gone along with the 
Usdaw position, but without the 
same justification. It has settled 
for tiie knee-jerk response which 
invariably puts the interests of the 
producer before those of the 
consumer. For a party tying to 
modernise its image, this is at best 
intellectually lazy. 

We are irresistibly moving to¬ 
wards a society tint is more 
consumer-driven, is more flexible 
in its conception of timt, and in 
which leisure and services assume 
growing importance. That must be 
the starting-point when it comes to 
tbe future of Sunday or the 
provirion of services at Christmas. 
But equally, we must avoid creat¬ 
ing a society in which the only * 
voice that matters is that of tire 
consuming majority. The con¬ 
sumer society must not lead to the 
tyranny of the consumer. The 
rights of minorities, in this case the 
low-paid service providers, must 
be protected. Reasonable hours of 
work and decent working con¬ 
ditions are not amply a problem 
for the muons or foe individual, 
but a legitimate responsibility of a 
humane, flexible society. 

The Labour party may be 
approachingthe problem from the 
wrong end, but those who would 
simply deregulate and create a 
society nm according to the law of 
the jungle, in which foe strong 
overpower the weak, are equally 
wide ofthe mark. 


...and moreover 


Craig Brown 


EXCLUSIVE: A reminder of 
the events of 1991 (Fart Two). 
July 1: David Lynch's long- 
awaited sequel to Twin Peaks 
hits the television screens. Thin 
Cliques has moved from North 
America to Downing Street, 
England. “We sot rid of all tbe 
fatties — Howe, Lawson, 
Ingham — in a final shoot-out,” 
explains Lynch, “and now 
everyone on foe street is under 
twelve stone. 80c The next 
volume of Mr Tony Berm's 
long-running memoirs is pub¬ 
lished. The 600-page A Fairly 
Normal Morning covers the 
most crucial events in foe 
internal politics of the Labour 
party in the period from &30am 
to 10.15am on Tuesday, 14th 
September. Tbe first entry be¬ 
gins, “Dear Diary. Got up, 
adjusted my TGWU tie, made 
sore tbe tape-recorder was 
working, went over to my diary 
and wrote, “Dear Diary: Got 
up, adjusted my TGWU tie, 
made sure the tape-recorder was 
working, went over to my diary 
and wrote...” 19th: Mr Mich¬ 
ael Winner, internationally re¬ 
nowned director of films such 
as Death Wish /, Kill! Kill! KiU! t 
Death Wish 2, Kill Some More, 
Death Wish 3, Kill Some More 
Again " and Death Wish 4 
announces that he is increas¬ 
ingly concerned about violence 
on tbe streets, and is to fond a 
working-party to look into pos¬ 
sible influences. 

August 5: Ms Muffet is awarded 
an undisclosed out-of-court 
settlement because of severe 
psychological stress resulting 
from an encounter with a 
predatory insect- 24th: After 
many months searching, Mrs 
Thatcher is said to have found 
foe ideal bouse for her retire¬ 
ment. Within easy reach of the 
Palace of Westminster, and 
with a garden large enough to 
accommodate a golf-course for 
Sir Denis, it is conveniently 
situated at the end of the Mali 
September 3rd: Tackled in the 
Gnomons over his apparent 
ignorance ofthe workings ofthe 
European economy, Mr Neil 
Kinnock appears rattled. “Of 
course I know what an ecu is,” 
he replies, “It’s what comes 
back at you when you yodel in 
foe Valleys.” 23rd: Pop star 
Madonna appears stark naked 
on stage- Her aides 
criticism ofthe act. “She is not 


so much appearing stark na¬ 
ked,” they explain, “as indulg¬ 
ing in a brilliantly ironic state¬ 
ment about foe overall concept 
of appearing static naked.” 
October 15th: In a surprise 
announcement, David Owen 
makes public his derision to 
split with himself reducing his 
total party membership to a 
total of one half person. Both 
arms, a leg, a nostril and tbe 
majority of bis neck plan to go 
their own way. “Our new party 
will be leaner but fitter,” de¬ 
clares his remaining nostril. 
27th: Sir Kingsley Amis begins a 
strenuous round of promotional 
lunches for his new novel. 
Women Aren’t Like Blokes 
More’s the Pity, In 0 s interview 
at foe Connaught with a re¬ 
nowned literary editor, he 
addresses what he sees as the 
principal dilemma of the mod¬ 
ern novelist: “Should we plump 
for the Chateau Lafite or the 
Chateau Pucm-Beancaiiiou?" 
be worries, “And is one allowed 
the steak and kidney pud and 
the roast lamb? Tricky". 
November 5th: More literary 
news is made when the surprise 
bestseller is another anthology 
from foe Oxford University 
Press. The Oxford Book of 
Blank Pages is a collection of 
the blank pages to be found 
before and after the main texts 
of authors as diverse as William 
Golding and Montaigne. There 
are five blank pages from a 
minor novel by Muriel Spark, 
and eight from two poetry 
collections of the late Philip 
Larkin. A further anthology of 
the shorter blank spaces be¬ 
tween famous chapters is 
planned for the spring. 26th: 
Following lost year’s surprise 
inclusion of Mr Jeffrey Bernard 
in Who's Who, the new Dic¬ 
tionary of National Biography 
awards a characteristically gen¬ 
erous entry to the late Dr 
Bodkin Adam “His services to 
his patients knew no bounds”, it 
runs, “and there was nothing he 
would not give to those whom 
he diagnosed as poorly”. 
December 9th: The Liberal De¬ 
mocrats have a new leader, but 
nobody notices. 14th: In an out- 
oficourt settlement, Gloucester¬ 
shire county council pays 
undisclosed damages to a Dr 
Foster who suffered psychology 
"cal disorders occasioned by 
inadequate flood warnings. 



Anne McElvoy sees 1991 as the year east Germans will tire of being ic ldh: ^ 
grateful they should be, and the westerners tire of being nice to the gg£ 


Germany’s Christmas hangover 


S hoppers finally knew that 
foe contorted, uneasy half¬ 
kingdom of foe Goman 
Democratic Republic really 
had nullified itself and joined the 
west when foe decorative Christ¬ 
mas angds on display in foe stares 
of east Berlin were allowed to 
introduce themselves as such, 
sparing u$ thdr previous atheistic 
coyness as “Winged End of Year 
Figures”. In this and other re¬ 
spects, the two souls in the 
German breast have moved a little 
closer together this Christmas. 
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For east Germany, this was foe 
first proper Deutschmark Christ¬ 
mas, and thankfully it was mare 
dignified the last, which saw 
its citizens queuing patiently in 
west Bedin supermarkets to pay for 
die few stocking-fillers their 
DM100 Welcome Money bought 
them. Their stony feces betrayed 
that the 28-year assault on their 
dignity since foe Wall was built had 
only been folly grasped when it was 
over. Hard to forget among the 
scenes of welcoming revelry was 
the sight of a weary east German 
housewife receiving tbe full ire of a 
west Berlin shopper because she 
was dogging up foe supermarket 
aisles. “When the wall was closed 
we were exotic to you,” she replied, 
“Now we are just poor.” 
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One year on, east Germans are 
no longer poor but are even 
further from being exotic. No need 
to embark cm consnmerist pil¬ 
grimages to the west these days. In 
the renamed and restocked stores 
of east Berlin, Leipzig and Chem¬ 
nitz, the glittering prizes of the 
pagan feast lay outspread last 
week, but the shoppers gathered 
around the cheapest of electrical 
goods, queuing patiently (as the 
east Germans used to do end¬ 
lessly) to reach marked-down junk 
items that still seem essential to 
the well-being ofthore deprived of 
them by lack rather than common 
sense. 
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card, as i 


For many, this was tbe last bmge 
before the redundancy notices 
drop onto the doormats in the new 
year, before the longed-for market 
economy bares its teeth as well as 
its smile. Prosperity, foe hope of 
achieving it and the fear of being 
left behind in foe race towards ft 
dominate foe conversation as eart 
German families gather this week. 
The most popular Christinas card 
in the east this year was an 
imitation 500 Deutschmark note. 

After 1989 (tbe year of foe 
revolution) and 1990 (the year of 
reunification), foe most heartfelt 
wish of Germany in 1991 is to 
drop out of foe world’s headlines 
for a while, to concentrate cm 
becoming what Germany has 
rarely been this cent ur y: but 
another European country. But 
there is a long way to ga The 
lugubrious Green MP Joschka 
Fischer unleashed loud murmurs 
of agreement when he said on the 
eve of unity that he was postpon¬ 
ing any personal celebration until 
well into the 21st century, because 
only then would he know whether 
the event was one to rejoice at or 
one to set his hair cm end. 

So much of 1990was devoted to 
foe mechanics of welding back 
together two completely different 
states after 40 years apart that 
neither side has had the leisure 
to grasp vdm it is like to live in foe 
enlarged, unequal new Germany. 
The coming year will show 
whether Germans east and west 
are willing to make the sacrifices 
necessary to make reunification a 
part of daily life rather than a mere 
mantra-tike ode to oneness in¬ 
toned by politicians whenever 
awkward questions about the cost 
and risks are raised. 


The three months that have 
elapsed since reunification on 
■October 3 have been spent'on foe 
hold button. During that time. 
Chancellor Kohl cannily decided 
that nothing should be allowed to 
interfere with his smooth progress 
to re-election, and until it was 
assured, painful decisions were 
suspended: unemployment, for 
instance, was disguised behind the 
flimsy euphemism of “Short time 
working — zero hours”. 

The interregnum ends on New 
Year’s Eve. January 1 is foe date 
■favoured by most large enterprises 
for rationalisation measures based 
on mass redundancies. Short-time 
working is set to become no-time 
working across the stricken agri¬ 
cultural swathes of foe north and 
tiie obsolete industrial belts of tbe 
south. Unemployment in a work¬ 
ing population of 12 million has 
every p rospec t of comfortably 
excelling two million as foe sub¬ 
sidies provided by Bonn for this 
economic panacea dry up. 


W ith the Soviet Union 
on foe brink of tur¬ 
moil and foe other 
economies of central 
Europe unendowed by foe fiscal 
fairy godmother that has rescued 
east Germany from the chaos of 
socialist planning, the fears in the 
five new Lander pale in comparir 
son. But East Germans - unlike 
their neighbours in Poland, 
Chechoslovakia and Hungary — 
are not nourished by the sustain¬ 
ing power of belief in a national 
identity. The communists else¬ 
where tried to suppress it — and 
thus watered the plant they sought 
to wither. In the GDR they tried to 
promote it in the formula of “two 
German nations, one bourgeois, 
one socialist”, which was so 
tortuous that even Erich Honec- 
ker’s parroting diplomats had 
trouble remembering the official 
explanation behind h. 

This has the result of n m frni g 
many east Germans suspicious of 
lofty rhetoric and quickly sated 
until the Einheitsosse (unity gravy) 
in which political discourse is 
currently drenched. For foe 
majority of those too young to 
remember pre-war Germany, 


unity is less an affair of the heart 
than the wallet: they appreciate 
the small, practical liberties and 
foe simple luxury of choice more 
than the grand freeing of foe 
German spirit * 

This year has brought a wel¬ 
come collapse for a weary people 
into the strong arms of successful 
capitalism — with the suave 
guarantee of Adenauer’s promised 
“No experiments”—after 40 years 
in tiie human labomoTy of Marx¬ 
ism-Leninism. a Dickensian 
parent. Chancellor Kohl has to 
promote virtue around the hearth 
this Christmas. He must find a 
way to sell patience to foe frus¬ 
trated east and sharing to the 
grudging west His current strategy 
is to remonstrate in fafoerty 
fashion that the good of the 
German family is more important 
rtwm the Christmas demands of 
the two sides as Gm-cfaild clam¬ 
ours for higher wages, while 
IFfessi-child pules about not eating 
up his tax rises. 

But after Twelfth Night he wiQ 
let the brats whinge unattended 
and ran a low-wage economy in 
the east while hiding tax increases 
to finance unity behind environ¬ 
mental and transport levies in the 
west. As for foe green Herr 
Fischer, this means treating foe 
state merger of last October as a 
symbolic rather than practical 
unification for the time being, 
with a tacit agreement that foe 
two siblings will not get along 
until they are older. 

ChanceQar Kohl's fondness for 
the rhetoric of unity is often 
stressed at tiie expense of his 
pragmatic streak. He has probably 
realised Hut 1991 will be the year 
that east Germany grows tired of 
being told how grateful it should 
be for tbe Deutschmark and 
reunification, and the year that 
west Germany grows tired of 
having to be nice to the east 
Sensing this, he already damp¬ 
ened bis poetic licence. The once 
unavoidable address “Brothers 
and sisters” disappeared prac¬ 
tically overnight in October when 
the estranged siblings were finally 
back uniter one root Speech- 
writers win now take second place 
to accountants. 

Beside the econo m ic headaches 


of the present, the new Germany 
most come to terms with the 
'hangover of the past More than a 
year after its fell, the legacy ofthe 
Honecker regime continues to cast 
a long shadow over the country. 
The monstrous and sprawling 
Stamsicherheit that held east Ger¬ 
man society in its vice looks like 
turning into a political tool 
wielded by the main parlies to 
keep eastern politicians out of 
positions of influence. Even if this 
is not the case, more could be done 
to avoid the impression. 

Lothar de Maizftre, deputy 
leader of the Christian Democrats 
and East Germany’s last prime 
minister, discovered tbe limita¬ 
tions of bis party’s goodwill when 
it feiled to support him test week 
in the fece of persistent but flimsy 
allegations launched by unknown 
sources that he was a secret police 
informer. The move, which was 
considered a prophylactic against 
future scandal, divests the east of 
any real representation at senior 
decision-making level in Bonn 
and may well retard the political 
integration of east Germany by 
discouraging easterners from pol¬ 
itical involvement, on thegrounds 
that as soon as they get anywhere 
near local, regional or national 
office, someone will whisper 
“Staa” and it will all be over. 


H err de Maiztere’s fell 
will not be an isolated 
incident, and the legacy 
of the Stasi is the main 
moral challenge feeing Chancellor 
KohL Simply dropping those 
whose names are blackened, fairly 
or otherewise, by undeclared 
hands is demor alising and ensures 
that foe influence of the apparatus 
continues to poison tbe wells of 
the new deomocracy. Perversely, 
the organisation they used to call 
“Look, Listen and Grab” appears 
more sinister now than at foe 
height of its powers, stalking the 
government and public life in a 
western democracy a year after its 
own dissolution. 

The conundrum is bow to 
prevent foe past of foe divided 
Germany burdening foe future of 
tbe reunified one. The Federal 
Republic faced the same hurdle in 


1951 when the Social Democratic 
leader Kurt Schumacher opened. 
foe discussion of tire future of 
Waffen SS members in the new 
democracy. He wrote, "By me¬ 
thodic ensnarement, all totalitar¬ 
ian systems have s u cceeded in 
making their guilt the guilt of alL It 
is a h uman and civic necessity 
now to break this circle.” 

To break a similar circle of 
distrust and resentment now win 
mean a deepening of the super¬ 
ficial contacts between the parties 
and institutions in the two parts of 
Germany and the pursuit of 
generosity as a political as well as a 
private goal. A dear look at the 
past will not leave the alumni of 
the modem Federal Republic 
unscathed. There . are already 
wnthings about the extent to 
which the late Bavarian jammer 
Franz Josef Strauss wa s enta ngled 
with the regime. The SPD stub-. 
boraly adhered to rapprochement 
with the Honecker regime weO 
past tbe point of psefhlnen, and 
Chancellor Kohl received Herr 
Honecker with full honours a 
mere four years ago. 

Until the beginning of 1990, 
neither East nm West Germany 
believed reunification would 
come in the foreseeable future. 
Those in foe east sought to 
improve their chances and their, 
children's fixtures inside the cosy, 
repre s sive state socialism of the 
GDR. Those in die west accepted 
and co-operated with that system 
in an attempt to normalise an 
abnormal state of affairs. 

As Germany enters foe new 
year, its unity is only beg inni ng. 
True integration will take longer, 
dogged by economic imperatives, 
social inferiority and superiority 
complexes and the bitter, in¬ 
evitable necessity of facing up to 
the failures of the years apart. The 
veteran Ostpolitiker Egon Bahr 
recently summarised his country’s 
position in words that could serve 
as foe national motto for 1991: 
“We are now faced with the 
problems we always dreamed of 
having. It is wondmuL” 


Tomorrow 

Roger Bayes reports on 
istmas in Poland 


How ruffled 
you can be... 


W hen the Times Diary was 
resurrected in April, 
readers enquired what 
was tbe column’s raison d'etre. We 
replied: to provide stories that 
lived up to the advice of a famous 
Fleet Street diary editor that a 
good diary item should be on an 
issue of concern to readers and 
should contain “cme fact one 
generalisation and preferably one 
very slight inaccuracy”. 

Nine months later and with the 
Diary postbag to hand, the real 
concerns of the Times Diary 
readers can be revealed. During 
1990, it turns out they were not 
concerned unduly by the Gulfr 
home politics or even the World 
Clip. No. Our largest mail-bags 
were produced by stories about 
Arthur Ransome’s Swallows and 
Amazons, Beatrix Porter’s Peter 
Rabbit, Richmal Crompton's Just 
William, and BBC Radio's long- 
distant Toytown. 

Where, for example, was tbe 
archetypal English village in 
which the schoolboy ruffian Wil¬ 
liam lived? a Harrow classics 
master produced a map “proving” 
it was in Oxfordshire. Others 
died 1930s rail timetables and a 
study of the commuting habits of 
William’s father to claim it was 
Bromley in Kent One was left 
agreeing with William: all grown¬ 
ups are mad. 

A Diary tale that a film was 
being made of The Adventures of 
Peter Rabbit lupt the letters editor 
busy for several weeks and even 
provoked a leading article. Earlier 
in the year it had seemed that half 
the paper's readers were scouring 
the country looking for a suitable 
bird to play Captain Flint's green 
talking parrot. at foe sixtieth 


Swallows and Amazons birthday 
party at Windermere. 

Angry correspondence followed 
the Diaiy*5 report of Clive 
Ponting's claim that the voice in a 
recording of Churchill's “we shall 
fight on tbe beaches” speech was 
not that of the great man but of foe 
actor who played Larry tiie Lamb 
in Toytown. Strangely, not a single 
letter objected to foe slight on 
Churchill's reputation. What up¬ 
set Times readers far more was 
that we could so confuse our 
Toytown characters. The actor 
who claimed to have imitated 
Churchill, it turned out, had not 
played Larry foe Lamb, but the 
Magician, 

What this tells us about our 
readers is probably best left to the 
psychologists. But one doubts that 
i£ heaven forbid, the Diary ever 
started writing about Teenage 

Mutant Ninja Turtles, the re¬ 
sponse would be quite the same — 
or i n deed, that they will be 
remembered fry anyone in SO 
years* r » m< * 



DIARY 


Lands of hoarding 


W hen not recording stories 
about the world of chil¬ 
dren’s classics, foe Diary 
was kept busy noting the sea- 
change in the world of advertising 
during the year. Although the 
industry was in recession in the 
developed world, many formerly 
deprived countries wax discover¬ 
ing the wonders erf* advertising. 
Lech Walesa, we recorded, signed 
up to promote Marlboro cigarettes 
and walked straight into a dispute 
with foe anti-smoking lobby. At 
home, his government was selling 
Warsaw’s top hotd to Trusthouse 
Forte, a company not noted for its 


Circus-style advertising, while 
Moscow's chandeliered under¬ 
ground network was also being 
disfigured with neon ads. 

Even Pravda, required reading 
wr party purists since 1917, began 
solidting western capitalist ad¬ 
vertising in 1990. A spokesman 
even asked if the Diary could try 
to persuade a certain Rupert 
Murdoch to put a little advertising 
Pravda’s way. 


trade union for that matter. A 
London company spent the year 
busily transforming Prague's 
gothic skyline with Piccadilly 


Unsilly season 

T hen along came Saddam 
Hussein. Just as newspapers 
were preparing stories about 
fresh sightings of the Loch Ness 
monster and other such staples of 
the silly season, the Gulf erupted. 
The conflict was a godsend for 
diarists, although not for Sir 
Crispin Tidcefl, then our man at 
the United Nations. He was 
forced, the Diary revealed, to 
cancel a trip to the Montana 
badlands in search of dinosaur 
eggs. The emergency also proved 
somewhat inconvenient for Har¬ 
old “Hooky” Walker, ambassador 
in Baghdad, who was on holiday 
in- Woking, Surrey, when the 


Iraqis invaded Kuwait. Who had 
given him leave to pack his bags? 
“He would have bad to apply for 
leave in the normal way. The 
application would have been dealt 
with at senior official or min¬ 
isterial level,” raid the Foreign 
Office. Which minister or official 
was not a matter for discussion in 
foe Diary or elsewhere, foe FO 
insisted curtly. 

Not that Whitehall could com¬ 
plain about Walker. Most of foe 
cabinet also responded by raking a 
holiday. The Diary wondered who 
was left behind to mind the shop 
and came up with Charles Powell, 
foe Downing Street aide, who did 
What most of his bosses failed to 
do and cancelled a walking holi¬ 
day in France. 

Meanwhile, the Diary itself was 
asked to visit Baghdad after it dis¬ 
covered that the Iraqi culture 
ministry's office in London was 
still issuing invitations to an 
international arts festival, planned 
for October. Dismissing what it 
called “these little local diffi¬ 
culties”. the office faxed an invita¬ 
tion proclaiming: “Iraq, the 
country of peace, welcomes world 
artists” 


Funny, indeed 


F or two weeks Ian month all 
other news was cancelled as 
an astonished Britain 
watched the ending of an era. The 
Conservative leadership contest 
produced some bitter feuding 
among old friends, and pcr&et 
fodder for the Diary. 


Denis Thatcher, we learned, was 
most upset with Sir Neil 
Madariane, his erstwhile partner 
on the links, who was a prominent 
member of Michael Heseftine’s 
campaign. “You can't play golf 

with a man one day and savage his 

wife foe next,” said foe then plain 
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Mr Thatcher to friends at the 19th. 

By a stroke of luck rather than 
any inside knowledge* the Diary 
ran a speculative piece on Novem¬ 
ber 22 headed “Pensioner, but 
plent y to offer”, wondering what 
former prime ministers did is • 
retirement in Dulwich. By 9.37 
that morning tbe question had . 
become a real one. The following - 
day, the Diary catalogued the 
reaction of prominent people - 
when they heard the news. “It 
may very seriously dent my i 
career, but 1 am still delighted,” 
said John Weils, the satirist who . 
has made a fortune out of imitat- .. 
ing Sir Denis. 

Two catch-phrases came to 
epitomise the change of prime 
minister. First was Mrs Thatchert 
“It’s a funny old world”. Then, 
presiding over his first cabinet 
meeting, John Major greeted his 
colleagues with the words: “Well, 
who would have thought it?” 
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• In the year that Britain ceased 
to be an island. British Rail offend 
a pair of tickets on die first 
Channel tunnel train to any 
Times reader who come up with a 
suitable name for the new service. . 
Hundreds of suggestions were 
forwarded to BR. “/ suggest Mir 
mge.” wrote Rodney Makinfiom 
Surrey, “something illusory and 
far away.” Another reader sag- 
&sted Orpheus: “He made a 
ul return journey below 
even if he failed to bring 
1If U . what he went far“ “The 
wminMmi would commemorate a _ 
man who did much to bring peace 
io Europe and give assurance to 
dry Jeet,” suggested another. A 
number ofthe ideas submitted have 
made it t o the shortlist. But with 
no decision seven months idler 
suggestions were invited, this part . 

the project is fry no means high- f*U 
speetLThe Diary’s own favourite? 
Manche-touL . '■ Fim. 
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FAITH moves a mountain 


S^KSLd f SSf iStm t S 8°°^ received an 
™ rwSS! wfa en it was announced 
Sabnan R «shdies£d 
representa *aves had been 

th^wS L hJ^ agr SS! nt ’ «»“tiaUy that 

a 5? P a P erij ack of The Satanic 
hS^t ^SS Cr ?“ bIic ation in translation, 
mdinutt Muslims in BtSaS 
orabroad notably Iran. But it brings a gap 
brtw«afte two sides, which had looted 
■ftSSfri! 0 ne 8?tiable dimensions. 

Those Muslims who remain intransigent 

coHnri^omsts m Bntam, who were never as 
admnant as the extremists tried to pretend. 

***? a 2 reement should reduce the 
d^r that the militants would succeed in 
the* cynical use of The Satanic Verses 
r£2lS 10 sain leadership among Britain’s 
unstable million-plus Muslim population, 
until now, moderate Muslims who defied the 

extremists were themselves at risk. Dr 
Hesham B-Essawy, president of the Islamic 
Society for the Promotion of Religious 
Tolerance and the main architect of the deal, 
deserves credit for his courage. 

The way is now open tor a strong assertion 
of moderate Muslim leadership, and for the 
utter repudiation by such leaders of the wild 
talk — barely if at all on the right side of the 
law — of such as Dr Kalixn Siddiqui of the 
London-based Muslim Institute. The con¬ 
troversy over The Satanic Verses has drawn 


now thinks there should be no paperback, 
justifying those Muslims who have said the 
same all along. If he is against a paperback 
edition, for which there would presumably 
be a large sale, what is the point in the more 
expensive harrOwrV remaining on sale? He 
could have argued at any time in the past 
year that his “message”—whatever it was— 
was sufficiently disseminated. Mr Rushdie 
still seems part-prisoner of an assorted group 
of secular intellectuals who, for a while, 
made him their proto-martyr for free speech 
— a group vdiich would surely have 
d em an de d the legal suppression of a book 
offending Jews or blacks. 

The fatwa imposed by the late Ayatollah 
Khomeini 22 months ago remains an 
intolerable intrusion into British affairs as 
well as an appalling advertisement for tsiam 
in the West Mr Rushdie remains at risk and 
will need to be guarded for some while yet 
The Iranian authorities must find a way 
formally to declare that the fatwa is at an 
end, and to release British prisoners who 
have, in effect, been hostages to this cause. 

The British government for its part 
should look again at the ar chai c blas phemy 
law. Enlarging it to encompass more than 
Christianity is likely to make fc gq l intrusion 
into religious affairs more rather than less 
fraught hut Muslim complaints of unfair¬ 
ness to non-Christian faiths in British law 
were justified. Whether there is room in race 


attention to several weaknesses in the law, relations legislation for the outlawing of 

VlAt tflP lpocl ntUiet JtfiC__^ •_. • . .. P _ 


not the least of which is the difficulty the 
authorities have had in prosecuting those in 
Britain (Dr Siddiqui included) who have 
called publicly for Mr Rushdie’s murder. 

_ There are no grounds for doubting the 
sincerity of Mr Rushdie’s apparently sudden 
reconciliation with the Mu slim faith, though 
his latest actions do throw a new light on his 
previous stance. Having embraced Islam, be 


insults against a person on the grounds of 
religion, as there is already on the grounds of 
race, remains to be tested. The principle, as a 
modest buttress of pluralist tolerance, is 
sound. But as The Satanic Verses con¬ 
troversy has shown, Britain has a long way 
to go in learning to live with religious 
diversity. The proper role for the law in all 

this is Still nnnwftain. 


ROMANIA’S SAD YEAR 


Romania’s Christmas upheaval a year ago 
made a deep impression on the outside 
world. The images were those of classic 
revolution: the dictator driven from his 
balcony by an enraged crowd, the ruthless 
massacre at Timisoara, the chaotic tele¬ 
vision broadcasts, the trial and execution of 
the Geansescus, all carried round the world 
by the broadcast media. But ever since last 
December, the impression has grown that 
the surface appearance gave a fhlse version 
of those events. 

Today’s interview in The Times with the 
dictator’s dying son, Nicu, shows just how 
tar from the" truth were those accounts 
There was indeed a popular revolt, ignited at 
first by the attempt to banish the Hungaria n - 
speaking pastor, Laszlo Totes, from Ti¬ 
misoara. Later, when Ceausescu tailed to 
react quickly enough, the revolt spread to 
Bucharest and other cities. The army indeed 
helped to depose him; there were authentic 
dissidents among those who farmed the 
National Salvation Front after bis talL 

There the tacts end, the mythology begins. 
Ceausescu’s overthrow had been prepared, 
with Moscow’s blessing, by a disaffected 
wing of the party which numbered nearly all 
the members of Romania’s present leader¬ 
ship Nicu claims that one of the factors 
persuading his father to hang on was a 
determination not to give in to Moscow. The 
Romanian revolution was a coup d’fctal 
designed to keep a reformed and renamed 
communist clique in power. 

To that end the chief conspirators made 
skilful use of the media, both domestic and 
foreign, to exaggerate the scale of the fighting 
and the casualties. Bogus battles raged in the 
streets. In some cases massacres were 
invented. Television conveyed the im¬ 
pression that the hated Securitate, having 
fought to the death for the dictator, had now 
been destroyed. The secret police’s survival 
into the new regime was thereby greatly 
eased. The mock heroics which the West 


mistook for revolutionary acts merely 
helped to bolster the National Salvation 
Front in power, even when most genuine 
dissidents speedily resigned from it. 

In the past year the insufficiency of the 
Christinas “revolution” has become steadily 
more apparent. After the martial t riump h, 
freedom arrived on tiptoe. In March an anti- 
Hungarian mob in Tirgu Mures slaughtered 
several members of the Magyar minority, 
raising fears that the sinister organisation, 
Vatra Romaneasca, was preparing a massa¬ 
cre with the government’s approval. 

The election campaign which ended in 
May was maited by serious malpractices. 
The result, a victory for the Front, was 
helped by the divisions among the oppo¬ 
sition parties. In June President Diescu 
ordered trainloads of miners into Bucharest 
to intimidate his opponents. Since then 
attempts have been made to build a broadly- 
based opposition movement, but without 
much success. The command econonly has 
tailed to revive and the government has no 
idea how to create a market economy. There 
is little for Romanians to celebrate this 
Christmas, and little for them to celebrate 
with. This was the only “anti-communist” 
revolution in Eastern Europe at which much 
blood was shed: was it shed for this? 

The best hope in Romania now is that 
calls for a second, but this time real, 
revolution are multiplying. The Front’s 
monopoly on power may even collapse 
before the winter is out Romania is still an 
inward-looking country, but the superiority 
of life in the outside world cannot be kept 
secret for much longer. As Bishop Totes 
wrote in a memoir of last year’s uprising, 
“Communism destroyed the old structures 
of society and had no idea howto build new 
ones... I feel myselfto be living in the ruins 
of an old society.” Yesterday ex-King 
Michael unexpectedly returned to view 
those ruins. Perhaps, a year on, Romania 
may have something to celebrate after alL 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


1 P enningto n Street, London El 9XN Telephone 071-782 5000 


FOUL PROFESSIONALS 


*■,. r,u- 


Last weekend was the worst for ill-discipline 
in the Football League’s 102-year-old his¬ 
tory. A total of 15 players were sent off last 
Saturday and Sunday in England, making 
105 since the season began, against 89 at tins 
stage last year. Although certainly refereeing 
standards may have tightened, the tact 
remains that football has been struggling to 
improve its European image oftate. While 
supporters may have behaved better, the 
players have gone from bad to worse. 

American ice hockey followers have a 
saving: “I went to the big fight and a game of 
icehockey broke out” One reason is widely 
held to be the use in that sport of something 
called a “sin bin”, in which offending players 
arepublicly confined for a short sentence. 
!£?n bin has spread to Britain, in rugby 
league, where it has been rontrover^I anre 

Sfomxluction in 1983. There is now talk of 

tatrodSng it to football and n*by umoj<. 

both recent hit by a plague 
This would be a bad mistake. In ice- 

hockey the sin bin has lost its ^ 

inverted glory of teres of 

SStsssSStSS 

field’ Sports tbatuse: an tarn a 
knowledge that spectators want 

sasssasastf—- 

XT**** 

Widnes and Leeds ^^ 2 $ player 


who wondered what a player bad to do to be 
expelled from the match had but a few 
minutes to wait Another Leeds player hit an 
opponent The culprit broke off listening to 
his warning from the referee to punch a 
second Widnes player. This was going too 
tar and he was indeed sent off But only on 
the sports field would such behaviour in 
public tail to provoke an immediate arrest 
by any police who were present 
Team sports are being corrupted by the 
concept of the “professional foul”, fra: which 
lax penalties such as warnings and sin bins 
are no answer. This euphemism describes 
deliberate chwiting , usually to prevent a 
worse outcome than the punishment due, 
such as an unavoidable and commercially 
costly goal. Outride the field of sport, the 
professional foul, of which insider trading is 
perhaps a fair parallel, is simply illegal and 
lands the perpetrator in jaiL 
Football referees have a hard time 
balancing the impact on the game and its 
players of the system of yellow and red cards 
— two of the former equalling the latter so a 
repeating minor offender is sent off auto¬ 
matically- Rugby league, which has become 
one of Britain’s better run sports and from 
which football's muddled, two-tier admin¬ 
istration could imitate, merely damages its 
reputation by sometimes seeming to treat 
violent behaviour as if it was a peccadillo, 
even a badge of manliness. 


Rugby, football, tennis, are all sports that 
act as templates for sporting behaviour, 
especially by the young. They should be 
much tougher on dissent against a referee’s 
(or umpire’s) decision and tougher still on 
violence. The sin bin is no answer it should 
be sent back across the Atlantic forthwith. . 


Clergy attitudes to the threat of war 

From Father Aidtm Nichols, OP 


Sir, CHflbrd Loogley, fidkmng the 
cue of the Anglican bishop of 
Oxford, is wrong to assume Ifaax the 
reservations found in Chmrh dicks 
on the subject of a Gulf war 
nece ssar ily derive from anti-Amen- 
ram anti-statist, or anti-military 
neuroses f*An dhe with no an¬ 
swer”, December IS). On the con¬ 
trary: informed Western dergy who 
take seriously the New Testament 
injunction to “do good especially to 
those who are of the household of 
the frith” win have uppermost in 
their minds, at the present juncture, 
the free of the Christian peoples of 
the Middle East. 

For the Catholic Church, at any 
rats, there can be no apostolic 
prudence in supporting die wresting 
of Kuwait from Iraq's control at die 
cost of a war which win strengthen 
the positions of Syria, the rapist of 
the Maronhe Lebanon; of Iran, the 
inflamer of pen-lslamic feeling 

Aiabu^whiose nd^sal'to permit the 
construction of Quistian ptacci of 
worship is well known. It will also 
provide Israel with a possible excuse 
for expelling, as Iraqi sympathisers, 

its mH I JfiniTirieian 

Arab populations. 

If Kuwaiti identity is truly dis¬ 
tinct, it win survive a period oflraqi 
domination, as did Austria its 
Hwyb of incorporation in t he 
German Reich. Meanwhile, the 
demands of secular political ratio¬ 
nality are sufficiently met by 
subjecting Iraq to diplomatic isola¬ 
tion and economic penalty, and 
blocking any further territorial 
aggression by military compacts that 
rive the dear signal “Thus tar (for 
the time being), but no further”. 
Yours sincerely, 

AIDAN NICHOLS, 

Bladdriars, 

Buckingham Road, Cambridge. 
From Mr Dominic Flessati 
Sir, A key element in the “shoddi¬ 
ness” of the document issued on 
November 26 over the signatures of 
100 churchmen, and 

lay, is that its argument is couched 
in terms of the Christian doctrine 
about a just war. Clifford Longley is 
right to castigate it. 

The document is indeed as neat a 
piece of theoretical reaicming asever 
emerged from scholastic theology. 
In practice, however, it is useless, 
because il is impossible to satisfy, in 


From Monsignor Patrick O’Mahony 
Sir, I fed that Clifford Longley is 
rather unfair about the private 
Christian statement of the “reli- 
gentsia” when be describes the 
document as intellectually shoddy 
and a pathetic tissue. I would agree 
that it lacks rigour, but it is a serious 
attempt to apply the just war 
principles to the Gulf situation. 

My quarrd with the argument is 
that it suggests that a just war 
promotes a just pe a c e . This is not 
necessarily so. Nor is it dear that it 
would be better to allow Saddam to 
incorporate Kuwait into Iraq than to 
fight a war. ft is very doubtful that 
this could be described 


advance as is required, any one of its 
several cri t eri a far declaring a war 
just, let atone all of them at oooet as 
is also required. 

Take, for i ns t anc e ; fee “last 
resort” criterion. Who is to judge 


when aO diploma tie mwn^ includ¬ 
ing in the p resent case sanctions, 
have been exhausted; and by what 
further criteria is that judgment to 


as a just 

It is sad that Western states have 
supplied much of the technology of 
death with which we are now 
threatened. Surely, in a nuclear age, 
we must change our focus on war 
and anns-sales to peace and dev- 
dopment of the whole planet 

This entails more concentration 
on people and less on states. But 
here of course, is one of the most 
wgpitidng problems of our time — 
namely, how to switch from loyal¬ 
ties that are primarily nation- 
centred to a new set of loyalties 
which accept the tact that we are a 
planetary society and one; single 
community. 

Yours eta, 

PATRICK O’MAHONY (Chainnan, 
Commissio n for Justice; Peace 
and Overseas Development, 
Archdiocese of Birmingham), 

Our Lady of the Wayside, 

Stratford Road, Shirley, 

Solihull, West Midlands. 


Future of Gatt 

From Mr Alan Amos, MPfor 
Hexham (Conservative 

Sir, Contrary to your s up position of__ 

the European Community’s reroon- at .an AMOS, 
ability for the interruption of the nnnwnfrnmi 
Gatt talks (leading article, Decem¬ 
ber 13), die talks would not have 
faltered had the United States 
treated its own tanners in the 
manner it considered a ppro p riate 
for their European counterparts. 

The American position was dis¬ 
ingenuous from die start, and h is to 
be regretted that their trade repre¬ 
sentatives had no intention of 
entering genuine and detailed dis¬ 
cussions on areas of disagreement, 
apparently preferring instead the 
farcical process of conducting com¬ 
plex and vita) negotiations through 
media intennediaries. 

You attacked the agriculture 
conunissioner’s role without acknow¬ 
ledging that he is constrained ty the 
views of the more protectionist of 
the European farm ministers. It is 
true that such political consid¬ 
erations, albeit based on the real 
difficulties that tanners win free in 
adjusting to the post-Gan world, 
placed an undue constraint on the 


Commissioner's negotiating flexibil¬ 
ity; but it is nonsense to suggest that 
the American tactics were any more 
liberaL 

Yours sincerely. 


House of Commons. 

From Lord Willoughby de Broke 
Sir, The tone of recent Times 
articles dealing with the current Gatt 
round of talks has become increas¬ 
ingly strident, Eliminating in the 
intemperate and unhelpful outburst 
in your leader of December 13. This 
re fer red to the “mons tr ously cor¬ 
rupt” common agricultural policy, 
going on to offer the astonishing 
suggestion that the European 
Commisioner responsible for agri¬ 
culture be excluded from further 
participation in the talks. 

The tact is that a fair deal for 
European agriculture remains cen¬ 
tral to any progress in Gatt. Mr 
MacSharry, the Commissioner, 
should be congratulated, not pillor¬ 
ied, for his refosal to be railroaded 
info concessions damaging to Europe's 
agricultural and social structure. 
Yours faithfully, 

WILLOUGHBY de BROKE, 

House of Lords. 


Potter on hunting 

From Mr Henry Moore 
Sir, Ronald Faux, writing about 
Beatrix Potter’s apparent lack of 
support for fox hunting (report, 
December 14), appears to have 
forgotten the story of Jemima 
Paddle Dock. But then. Sir, you 
may be biased, for the villain of that 
tale could well have been an avid 
rc«fer of 77k* Tones: “Seated upon a 
stump she was startled to find an 
elegantly dressed gentleman, read¬ 
ing a newspaper*'. 

However; m the end, good tri¬ 
umphs over evil and our heroine is 
rescued by a collie dog and two 
foxhound puppies. “And nothing 
more was ever seen of that foxy 
whiskered gentleman.”. The picture 
shows the three dogs in full chase. 
Youxs faithfully, 

HENRY MOORE, 

Shucknali Court, Hereford. 


From Mr Anthony Gaddum 


Sir, Whatever Beatrix Potter’s views 
on hunting, they cannot have been 
very strong. Her residuary legatees 
were Jim and Molly Gaddum, the 
children of her double first-cousin, 
Edith Gaddum. 


Jim was master of the Win¬ 
dermere Harriers from 1923 until 
his death in 1956. Molly’s great 
interest was the Ludlow Hunt, of 
which she and her husband. Jade 
Payne, were honorary secretaries for 
25 years. Their love of blood sports 
was known by their cousin Beatrix 
and evidently made no difference to 
her regard fen* them. 

I am. Sir, your obedient servant. 


ANTHONY GADDUM, 
Lane Ends House, 

Sutton Lane Ends, 

Nr Macclesfield, Cheshire; 
December 14. 


Letting of property 

From Mr A Hutchison 
Sir, The minister for bousing and 
planning wishes to discover why 
recent legislation designed to 
encourage letting of property by 
private landlords has failed {report, 
December 11% 

Such legislation has been directed 
towards the letting of vacant prop¬ 
erties, which can now be let on 
assured shorthdd tenancies at mar¬ 
ket rents. However, there is still a 
rump of pro-1988 Housing Act 
tenancies occupied by tenants on a 
regulated basis, and paying whai is 
ironically tensed a “fair rent”. 
Experience discloses that these rents 
axe anything .but fair, ami must 
surely be one of the last controls 
exercised by this market-orientated 
government. 


Two events arc required before 
there can be any confidence by 
private landlords in providing 
homes for rent. First, the so-called 
“fair rent” system must be abol¬ 
ished. and market rents apply to all 
existing and future lettings, with 
assistance to the needy funded from 
the abolition of mortgage interest 
tax relief The resulting investment 
value of the p roperty will then 
improve; and it will be less likely to 
be sold off to an owner-occupier 
when vacant possession occurs. 

Secondly, there must be a consen¬ 
sus of policy by the major political 
parties, with a firm commitment not 
to legislate in the future for rent 
controls. 


Yours faithfully, 

A. HUTCHISON, 
Went-pCwm, Lbndern Skurid, 
Abergavenny, Gwent. 


Nostalgic anchors to Britain’s past 


be arrived at? Take “right inten¬ 
tion’*. La whose mind is that to be 
formulated, and who fa to judge 
whether it exists, and by what 
criteria? 

“ P r o porti on ality of response”? 
Who in advance can judge, with the 
req uir e d certainty, the duration of-a 
war, its geographical extent, the 
number and nationality of those 
involved, their gender and age, their 
status—comb a tant or non-combat¬ 
ant — foe type of weapons that will 
be employed from start to finish, 
and the casualties? “Certainty of 
victory"? Just remember the “Rus¬ 
sian steamroller” of 1914; Hitler's 
“thousand-year Reich.” I could go on. 

Not surprisingly, even if the 
criteria are applied with greater 
objectivity than in the document in 
question, the conclusion has to be 
that war in the Gulf will be unjust. 
But so win any other war to which 
they are applied. In other words, the 
criteria are really a cloak for total 

pai-ifim. 

Yours sincerely, 

D. FLESSATI, 

1 Sylvan Avenue, N3. 

December 20. 


From the Principal and 
Vice-Chancellor of the 
University of Strathclyde 
Sir, I would like to propose that 
than be a moratorium, for five years 
in foe first instance, on perfor¬ 
mances of operas by Gilbert and 
Sullivan. They engender in foe 
British (and especially in the Eng¬ 
lish) a nostalgic fondness for Brit¬ 
ain’s imperial past which is a serious 
obstacle to change and reform. 

Everything associated with that 
past, from lord chancellors and the 
like in fancy dress to light-hearted, 
bone-headed military men in scarier, 
gives credence to foe idea that great 
wealth flows effortlessly and unceas¬ 
ingly from such cultivated minds. 

The facts are that our wealth- 
creating apparatus, in the form of 
business and industry, continues to 
decline almost monotonically, and 
has done so since those operas were 
first performed. This is not to blame 
Gilbert and Sullivan, as such, for 
our steadily worsening trade deficit 
but rather to point out that foe 
society responsible for it and which 
they caricatured is still with us. 

Antiquated attitudes to education 
persist in the yearning for foe old 


standards, including the gold stan¬ 
dard, as expressed in examination 
forms hardly changed in a hundred 
years. New skills, new knowledge 
and new attitudes are already with 
us, and our failure to let go of foe (rid 
fa not to be excused by foe low price 
we attach to it. 

Perhaps Gilbert and Sullivan are, 
like foe pound sterling and the pint, 
anchors to a past so much more 
certain than our future that we dare 
not let it go. The price of clingiqg to 
it rather than embracing our future 
in Europe or elsewhere is, as we 
have seen, rather high. Looking 
forward rather than backward will 
engender robustness as opposed to 
nostalgia. Once Britain is economi¬ 
cally robust again, we can then 
afford to be nostalgic, musically or 
otherwise. 

1 am sure we would an love to be 
gifted amateurs, or at least ama¬ 
teurs. The trouble is that all our 
competitors are professionals and 

know it. 

Yours faithfully, 

GRAHAM HILLS, 

Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 
University of Strathclyde, 

Glasgow 1. 


Gordlevsky’s family 

From Lord Bethell. MEP for London 
North West (European Democrat 
(Conservative,))' 

Sir, 1 write to raise the case of the 
family of Oleg Gordievsky, the 
former KGB agent whose memoirs 
The Times recently serialised (Octo¬ 
ber 13-17). His wife and children 
have been refused permission to 
leave Russia, where I recently 
visited th«n 

Many people in this country seem 
to accept the Soviet government’s 
decision. They fed, it seems, that 
Mr Gordievsky betrayed the KGB 
so seriously that he cannot expect to 
obtain the release of his wife and 
daughters. 

It seems to me pure Stalinism for 
a wife anil two «™il girls to be 
punished for something done by 
their husband or father. Almost 
anyone is being allowed to leave the 
Soviet Union these days, but Mrs 
Gordievsky is being kept in Russia 
and under constant surveillance, 
even though she is a totally innocent 
party. Il has never been alleged that 
she was his accomplice. 

In 1985, when be defected, it was 
unthinkable that she would be 
allowed to join him, but things have 


now changed. We are told that foe 
Cold War is over and that our 
relations with the Soviet Union are 
friendly. Their representatives come 
to London and ask for gifts of food, 
to be paid for by British taxpayers. 

The families of British spies who 
defected to Russia were never 
punished in this way. Donald 
Maclean's wife, Kim Philby’s son 
and George Blake's mother travelled 
frequently to Moscow. There was no 
way under English law of preventing 
them, since they had committed no 
crime. 

Margaret Thatcher and Douglas 
Hurd have several times raised foe 
case with Soviet counterparts, but 
without success. It is an irritant in 
British-Soviet relations, even 
though foe British side have so tar 
said little about it publicly. 

It shows how the KGB can stiD 
have foe last word on matters where 
they feel particularly strongly and 
that there is another side to Mr 
Gorbachev's great liberalisation. 
Things cannot be that good if foe 
KGB are still capable of bemg so 
nasty to a woman and two children. 
Yours sincerely, 

NICHOLAS BETHELL, 

73 Sussex Square Gardens, W2. 
December 24. 


Filling in at the Tate 

From the Director of the Tale 
Gallery 

Sir, Die English have never been 
slow to scoff at foe achievements of 
modem sculptors (letter from A 
Kenneth Snowman, December 20). 

However, they are eventually si¬ 
lenced by the volume of inter¬ 
national acclaim, as happened with 
Henry Moore and now Richard 
Long. 

We welcome Mr Snowman’s in¬ 
terest in our roof though it seems to 
have escaped his attention that less 
and less of our reserve is “languish¬ 
ing”. In recent years the opening of 
the Cl ore Gallery for the Turner 
Bequest and foe Tate Gallery, 

Liverpool, as well as foe introduc¬ 
tion of a new policy of rotating foe 
collections on Millbank, have done 
much to ensure that most British 
and modern art may be seen. Next 
year we plan an exhibition ofTurner 
oils in the regions and displays of 
Spencer and recent British painting 
in Norwich. 

At Millbank a new cycle of 
displays involving changes to 70 per 
cent of our rooms will be open in 
January. This win include several 
works not seen for 30 or 40 years, 
including sculpture by early twenti¬ 
eth-century artists Lambert, Wheel¬ 
er, Dobson and McMillan, which 
might satisfy Mr Snowman’s taste, if 
not his laudable wish to put our roof rwJmW ?ri 
into an acceptable state of repair. t^ecemoer tu. 

Yours faithfully, - 

NICHOLAS SEROTA, Director, 

Tate Gallery, Millbank, SW1. 

December 20. 


Birmingham Six 

From the Registrar of Criminal 
Appeals 

Sir, In view of foe letter published 
today from Mr Thomas Osborne, it 
may be appropriate to make it clear 
that arrangements for foe Christinas 
vacation have in no way impeded 
the progress of foe appeal of the 
Birmingham Six. 

In order to secure as early a 
hearing as possible, it was the court, 
of its own initiative, which directed 
that foe preliminary hearing should 
be held on Monday of this week. Al 
foal hearing, the court beard sub¬ 
missions from counsel for both the 
Crown and foe appellants, and was 
informed that foe final report of the 
Devon and Cornwall Constabulary 
might well be of assistance to foe 
appellants, through further material 
which might then be disclosed to the 
Crown. 

On being told that foe report was 
expected at foe end of January, foe 
court directed that a second prelimi¬ 
nary bearing should be held as early 
as possible in February It indicated 
that foe hearing of foe full appeal 
should stan on Monday, February 
25,1991. 


Yours faithfully, 

michael mckenzie, 

Registrar of Criminal Appeals, 
Royal Courts of Justice, 


Out for the count 

From Mrs G. W. Lancaster 
Sir, I see (report, December 12) foal 
staff (presumably several) at Ged- 
ling borough council, spent three 
hours counting someone’s poll tax 
which had been paid in 21,862 
p e nni es. Surely they could have 
checked it in a matter of minutes by 
weighing and simple arithmetic. 
How would our local authority have 
coped if we had tried foe same stunt 
when paying our £1,964 rates? 
Yours ett, 

LORNA LANCASTER, 

Byways, Ayres End Law, 
Haipenden, Hertfordshire. 


Unnecessary load 

From Miss Sarah Quill 
Sir, Recently, and rather too fre¬ 
quently, foe use of the noun 
“rubbish" as a transitive verb has 
crept into many newspapers h is 
becoming difficult to remember 
what people used before foe arrival 
of this euphemism for words such as 
“criticize” and “run down” (a shade 
too mild?) or “attack” and “deni¬ 
grate” (alarmingly provocative?) 

It will be a relief when this 
philological dilemma fa resolved, so 
that “rubbish" can be returned to 
the dustbin where it belong. 

Yours faithfully, 

SARAH QUILL, 

2 St Peter’s Court, 

Porcbester Road, W2. 


Capital strategy 

From Mrs F. M. Manisty 
Sir, Our children (aged ten, eight, 
and seven) are spending hours 
playing Monopoly. Whflk they 
observe the given rules rigorously, 
foe following profoundly radical 
strategies have quickly emerged; 

1. Make your cash work for you. 
Debt is preferable to sale of prop¬ 
erties. 

2. The two younger ones form an 
operating partnership when both 
deeply in debt. In practice this 
doesn’t help much but cheers them 
both up immeasurably. 

3. When debts are all beyond the 
mathematics of foe banker, all are 
cancelled. 

4. If one player becomes revoltingly 
rich foe others receive sudden cash 
hand-outs. 

5. The aims of foe game become to 
keep it going “for ever” or bankrupt 
the bank (public enemy no 1. 
despite charging no interest) 

Are my children mugs oi the 
industrialists of foe future? 

Yours faithfully. 

FIONA M MANISTY. 

Hambledon Lodge. Main Street 
Chackmore. Buckingham. 

December 18. 


Letters to the editor should cany 
s daytime telephone number. They 

may be sent to a fax number — 

(071)7825046. 




TV sales talk 

From MrJ. O. Hitchcock 
Sir, The quiz shows on television I 
like best are the advertisements: 
trying to guess what is being adver¬ 
tised. 1 get about 70 per cent right. 
Yours faithfully, 

J. O. HITCHCOCK, 

High House, Underriver, ■ . ptt : 

Nr Sevenoaks, Kent. 

December 20. 
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Obituaries 


JOHN HARRIOTT 


NEWS 


DR JOHN DAWSON 


Forthcoming 

marriages 

Mr PJLN. Childs 
and Miss F J. Madeley 


Birthdays 

today 


Professor C.ML Campbell, vice- 
chancellor. Nottingham Univer- 


The empgmeni_is anaoimced 


las,sonofMrand MisC.E.N. man, Thomson Scottish Petro* 


Childs, of Choriey Wood, kum, 82; Baroness Faithful 80; 
Hertfordshire, and Fiona Sir Christopher Hewetson, fbr- 


Dr John Dawson, undersec¬ 
retary at the British Medical 
Association and head of its 
professional, scientific and 
international affairs division, 
died cf cancer on December 20 
aged 44. He was bom on 
August 18,1946. 


Jane, daughter of Professor mer president. Law Society, 61; 
and Mrs CR. Maddey, of Mr Rohan Kanhai.crickete, 55; 


Stocksfield, Northumberland. elfftSS 

Mr AJL Fox sor Thea King, darimettist, 65; 

and Mis J. Warren-Smith Miss Jane Lapotaire, actress, 46; 
The engagement is announced Mr Denis QuiUey, actor, 63. 

between Anthony, younger_ 

son of the late Mr K.H.L. Fox ~ ~ 

and of Mrs EJ. Fox, of Anni versaries 
Maidenhead, Berkshire, and ^ 

Jennifer, ddest daughw rf 


Mr and Mrs GL. Warren- 
Smith. of St John's Wood, 
London. 


wEBESS MAcnwrtiwicagroitshwj 

Mr Eric Kinder, chair****, by Alness John Dawson md 
Smith and Nephew, 63; Profes- much to transform the British 
sor Thea King, darinettist, 65; Medical Association from a 
Miss Jane Lapotaire, actress, 46; gjub, dedicated to 

Mr Denis QuiUey, actor, 63. safeguarding the status quo 

_and protecting the medical 

. profession, to an organisation 

Anni versaries which took a vigorous interest 

BIRTHS: ThomasGray, poel; 

London, 1716; Owrtes Babbage, ofthe BMAstmnmaUoniOT 
ninneer nf calcnlatine machines. Aids and was at the heart Of aU 



John Harriott, former Jesuit 
priest and writer on Roman 
Catholic and ecumenical af¬ 
fairs, died on December 23 

aged57. He had been suffering 
universally popular within the from emphysema and related 
profession itself, As a fee- problems. He was bom on 
quently summoned “talking January 2,1933. 
head” on medical ethics on 

television programmes he JOHN Harriott confessed in 


stimulating local clergy 
bishops to work for justice- - 
The same concern also led % 
him to live at the Catholic /. 
Institute of International 
Relations (CURL then in ; 
handsome deiapidation in *; ( 
mansion overlooking Regent's . 
Park. 

• He was now in a rather : 


television programmes) uc junn namuu twuiraa™»*» --- . . r_..__. „ j 

sometimes seemed to be in- his final column in The Tablet paradoxicalsituation.under a . 


dined to steamroller the that he was “someone who got cloud with his English supen- 
BMA's rank and file on issues an almighty kick out of both ors yet so well regarded in / 
on which they would have the sacred and the secular Rome that in 1975 he was 
preferred to mate up their celebrations of Christmas." invited to wnte an mtrodiw- , 
minds at leisure. His views on That he went heaven-homey tion to the speeches of uw 
smoking, drinking and diet, wards in time to join better General of the Jesuits, Father ^ 
too, him few friends in celebrations elsewhere is the Pedro Arrupe. In it he denned •, 
the tobacco and food and divine irony he would have the Jesuit as someone who ■ 
drink industries. He was un- appreciated. Graham Greene explores “every human activ- - 
repentant over his criticism of said that Harriott’s "Peri- ity to discern their paces of 
what he regarded as cynical scope" column was almost God, to sharpen and extend . 

me rchandising of unhealthy always the first thing he human vision, to encourage ' 
products. turned to in the Catholic the sense of wonder in face of 

Sometimes he did put his weekly. That could have been the mystery of man and fee 
foot in it as when in pursuit of said for most readers. Harriott world about him. Even m his"' 
his Aids campaign he was was a born columnist, yet it estrangement from theJesuits . 

widely quoted as saying that took him a long time to he continued to do this until 

any one who had had a casual discover his true vocation. the end. But he was drifting •* 

sexual ftnr m mter within the He entered the Jesuit no- irrevocably apart from his '• 


War and 
Peace Ball 

The third War and Peace Ball 


pioneer of calculating machines, 
Totnes, 1792; Dion Boucicault, 
actor and dramatist, Dublin, 
1822; Henry Miller, novelist, 
New York, 1891. 

DEATHS: John Wilkes, pol¬ 
itical reformer, London, 1797; 
Heinrich Miiifipann, archaeo- 


will be held at the Cafe Royal, logjst, Naples, 1890; Janies Sie- 
on February 1, 1991. Dress will pbens. novdist and poet. 


be optional 1812 costume. Tick- London, 1950; Hany S. Tra¬ 
cts are available from: Mrs man, 33rd president of the USA 


Michael Cripps, 47 Ehns Road, IMS-53, Kansas City, 1972; Sir 


London, $W4 9EP. Telephone: Lennox Berkeley, composer. 


071-720 9219. 


fans of Court studentships 


Studentships have been award¬ 
ed to the following people for 
1991/93: 

Ann BevftT. Gray** hn. Cmumford 
County Htab Sctvoot for C&b and 
Jesus Cottage. Oxford. 

Andrew Bruce. Middle Temple. 

Color's SCHOOL Lee Green, and Jesus 
Co urge, oxford. 

PtiylUda cDeyne. Inner Temple. 

Down* Mouse School and Trtntty 
mm. Cambridge. _ 

SS? 1 t £S Dl j2ta? ,, ‘r5SSSS ‘w powh, Gray's inn. T he Ar th- 

s^issJidS?aS l, s te ^ ,, ss? s,roua - L,wo01 

^rcSS^ESSSfaESTSStiS ©XS^%52S a c»Ja ,, &SSE 
KS-JKSSSST. “ d Notaw „ 

^2.sgssE-ia , %K ,, ah«g£ 


the dfafcmad om of social, pol¬ 
itical a nd ethical matters as 
they affected the medical pro¬ 
fession, which have taken 
place in recent years. As a 
result the BMA found itself 
more closely involved in pub¬ 
lic health issues than it had 
been at any time in its 150- 
year history. 

John Duncan Dawson was 
educated at Westminster 
School and St Mary’s Hospital 
Medical School where he 
qualified in 1971. After a 
couple of years of house jobs 
in the Isle of Wight, Sussex 
and at the Middlesex Hos¬ 
pital, he joined the British 
Antarctic Survey in Novem¬ 
ber 1972 and spent the winter 

mechanics and other staff 
o bsgva tory at . Ha lley Bay. ^to their own re- 

SS^iwftofe^hLth of » mannrin their 

*hs> in mMnhm rifth* cnrvnr enthusiasm for their task, in 



sexual encounter within the 


previous four years should vitiate at Roehampton in 1949 
"think twice” before giving a t an unusually young 16V5, 


blood. Catastrophic shortages naive and devoted to critics 
for the transfusion service and to G. K. Chesterton. His 


loomed and after a stormy I father was bandmaster for the 


meeting between Sir Donald East Surrey Regiment. The 
Acheson the DHSS*s chief war brought the family to 


God, to sharpen and extend . 
h uman vision, to encourage * 
the sense of wonder in fece of 
the mystery of man and the 
world about him.” Even in his "'' 
estrangement from the Jesuits 
he continued to do this until 
the end. But he was drifting ■" 
irrevocably apart from his 
superiors in London. There - 
was no one moment when this * 
happened, and certainly no * 
spectacular row. True, an : 
article on church investment 
In South Africa proved - 


medical officer and Dawson Kingston and Harriott was 
and his colleagues, the BMA sent to school with the Jesuits 


was forced to chmb down in a a i Wimbledon College. That 
statement issued jointly with experience shaped the rest of 


the DHSS, to the effect that 
the risk of a blood transfusion 


his life. 

But he always claimed to be 


containing the Aids virus was a northerner with roots in 
“infinitesxnal". This was a Darlington. It provided an 


bruising defeat for Dawson impeccably orthodox Catholic 
who felt that an honest at- background about which he 


mechanics and other staff itself much more as the pa- 


Ftaura school mi 


gSSS&gT - *■ 

vma wmM», Cray's ten. Queen 
Manx’s hmi School wmsa* mm 
QmrchIU College. C mulwhlu e. and 
n - WH O M. ' CoUcga. (Mora. 

Jessica SJinoc. Middle THapte. 8L 
Paul's cans' School mad Brvatnston 
school and 8 l CraMTlnCa college. 
Oxford. 

Paul SUdmore. Mkhne Tangle. Hldi 
Path School and long Edwara VI 
ShtbAsn College. Stourbridge, end 
Downing college. Cambridge. 

Daniel saittr. Lincoln’# Inn. WHBam 
Ems School end Now CoSege. Oxford. 
John Non. Uneaten ten. Tuxon Sg^-JP^yg 1 - ■ T*£ 

gcragng^^ mx. Pmnhrnra 

Tyne, and ChrisTa College. Caro- gtSST* CoBw ' Can ®' 


the 20 membera ofthe survey 

stationed there and had a a?ro«unes bleak weather con- 
shared responsibility for the 
members of other British Ant- “? retu ™ home . 

arctic Survey bases where no had intended to train as a 
doctor was stationed. He had general practitioner but his 
also gone to Halley Bay to fesdnation with medical eth- 
mste a documentary film ics led him towards the BMA 
about the social relationships where he saw a chance to put 
in a remote observatory where some of his convictions into 


i re- dents’ friend and not just the 
their doctors' trade tmion. Daw- 
k, is son’s main contribution was 


embarrassing because Jesuit 
funds were lodged there. But 
Harriott was proved right and 
the investments were later 
removed. 

Harriott now began to argue 
that by behaving unjustly the 
church was sawing off the 
branch on which it tried to sit 
In an article called "The 
Suicide of Authority" be 
wrote that "any kind of win¬ 
dow dressing, humbug, hollow 


had been misrepresented. One unde, a priest in dow dressing, humbug, hollow 
Nevertheless be realised that a Newcastle, figured in many of rhetoric, lack of candour, false 
crusader must accept mistakes his i ^himns. His first posting dealing or petty hanassment 


sometimes bleak weather con- to help produce a series of 
ditions. reports which covered most of 

On his return home Daw- the burning medical-ethical 


»tab^S?T^fc.M ordinationir,.965^to damages authority from 

remxnsufeidi covered most of J«mt re^t ho^e of 


son had intended to train as a issues of the past few years: 
general practitioner but his Aids, teenage contraception. 


more on the BMA's sophis- Rainhill in Lancashire. He 
ticatcd public relations depart- had a degree in English from 


ment in the issuing of Oxford but did not aspire to 


statements. 


fosdnation with medical eth- in vitro fertfiiration, diet, al- ' When cancer was diagnosed I sctolastic 


ics led him towards the BMA cohol abuse, cervical cancer some months ago he accepted uhflosoDhv still officially in 
where he saw a chance to put screening, smoking and alter- the discovery with good grace, yoJ^That type of spiritual- 


assaults from without" But 1 
when he left the Jesuits in ‘ 
1978 he did not pose as a 
victim of authority. He soon ' 
found a post at the Indepen- 1 
dent Broadcasting Authority * 
as contracts renewal officer, a • 


staff have to cope with prob- practice. Promoted under-seo 
lemc associated with polar retary, at 35 the BMA’s youn- 


.1 . ■. .. U- , . - . - «v«uv. 11X11 IJI* VI gpiiHuai- w vuuiim.u i«uv-u urnwi, a 

nanye ther^ 1 ^ He ym also remarking that the task of ity always looked to him like a job which involved travelling 

unplementmg change now ac- safe option. His vocation was the country exortiug the 


rihwate and prolonged isola- gest ever, he was fortunate in 
tion over long periods. Ea- the appointment of Dr John 


these reports which stirred quired an even greater ur- ^ 0KUnai7 people pas- 


titled The Ice and the Sky the 
film explored the ways in 
which Hailey Bay’s scientists. 


Havard as the association’s 
secretary, a man determined 
that the BMA should promote 


general as well as professional 
debate and began to change 
public perception ofthe medi¬ 
cal profession. 

Dawson's role was not 


totally, to "find god. in all 


Hj» ™™* e “ C™!™ things’*’accordingtotheIgna- 
Perry, by whom he had two tianfonnuia. 


daughters, was dissolved in 
1987. 


He was about to be made 
superior of the house when in 


troops to ever higher pro- . 
fessional standards and check- ’ ‘ 
ing on the ^ipfications for ; 
franchise renewal. The move '. 
to television administration 
was a perfectly logical pro- 


OoUege. CvnttrMge. 


LADY WHEELER 


July 1968 Humanae Vitae, the gression. He had served on a 
papal encyclical banning arti- commission on the future of 


Ramblers campaign 
for parks protection 


By Peter Davenport 


Lady Wheeler, archaeologist 
and widow of Sir Mortimer 
Wheeler, died in Cambridge 
on December 14 aged 74. She 
was bom in Australia on 
September 23,1916. 


THE Ramblers' Association Wales. The association wants 
will fight for increased protec- the national paries’ review 


non against "horrendous" panel, whose report is due in 
pressures for development in February, to signal the way 


national parks, it says today in ahead for the parks over the 
its ten-point list of campaign next decade; 


priorities for 1991. □ legislation to safeguard wmen somenow always many 

It also ca lls for the creation hedgerows which, the associ- prevailed, despite the niany 
of internationally recognised ation says, are disappearing in sorrm ” which her life was 
national parks in Scotland, England and Wales at a rate of beset This was partly owing to 
particularly to protea the 4,000 miles a year. It con- bo- ardent Roman Catholi- 
"priceless scenery and wild demos recent government dsin to 8 nation 

character" of the Cairngorms, proposals to uav comnensa- resilience, since, as she always 
Ben Nevis, Glen Coe and tiontofermera who do not 10 »*» “Wb 81 *** h 811 
Loch Lomond. _ destroy hedgerows as "too **”■ 


IF ONE trait above all others 
were to be chosen to 
characterise Lady Wheeler, it 
would surely be her immense 
zest for life, a joie de wwe, 
which somehow always finally 
prevailed, despite the many 
sorrows by which her life was 



Loch Lomond. 


Alan Mattingley, the associ- feeble": 
ation s director, says in _ a Q full p lanning control over 
Christmas message to all Brit- the construction of farm 
ish branches: “With all signs b uildings The association 
pointing to a general election says there is no longer any ca s r 
m 199! our main aim must be for beating form buildings 
to persuade all political parties differently from other 
to promise to take firm mea- commercial and industrial 
sures in the next parliament to buildings, 
protea and extend public The association savs it win 
access to countiyside through- also campaign against: 
outBntain.’ □ loss of public access to 


asm and partly to a natural 
resilience, since, as she always 

used to say, “What fun it all _ T . w 

is”. sor John Wart Mans and wjtt. him o^his atplomory 

Margaret — Meg, Brownie ^ -?ue u i 11011 a i tours of Iran and Afghanistan, 
or Kim-as she was variously “ e ® nlis r Sch00 . 1, 80(1 She subsequently worked with 

and more intimately known to tnrougnout her ext ensiv e trav- Dame Kathleen Kenyon at 
her many friends in all parts of e * s » notably in Australia, the Jericho and was closely con- 
the world, was bom in Sydney, n ®nr East, A f g hani stan, India cerued with Siting the defin- 

of the distinguished nnd NepaL itive publications on both 

Collingridge family. But she Her life-long interest in Jericho and Jerusalem, 
was educated in England, archaeology began in 1935 In later life Margaret 

which remained her perma- when she joined Mortimer Wheeler established a well- 
nent home, even during her Wheeler’s dig at Maiden Cas- merited reputation as an expo- 
sojourn in Rome when she tie, and continued until nent of her chosen subject, a 

worked under the late Profes- shortly before her death, when role to which she was emi- 


for the last time she was nently a 
responsible for classifying and being w 
cataloguing the pottery finds curately 
at the Australian University proach « 
dig at Pella in Jordan. and ente 

She only directed one dig on erudite, a 
her own account, when she gift as a 
excavated the tomb of Santa mi added 
Ruffina at a site near Rome, m e d S( 
but being, as she was, a first- archaeoU 
rale “trouper" and colleague, ^ut 
she played a leading part in a ber othe 
number of important digs, w attlt 
These included those con- 0 

ducted by Mortimer Wheeler, m{K jesty 
when, as director general of • m™: 
archaeology in India, he estab- ^ 
fished training schools at Ha- u , M 
rappa, Taxila, and “g® "J 
Mohenjodaro, and she went orac ^° , r 
with him on his exploratory 8,1 "•"r 
tours of Iran and AJ^ i a n ista n . 

She subsequently worked with 

Dame Kathleen Kenyon at wtmd wa 


ficial birth control, exploded. 
Harriott was caught in the fell- 

nently suited in tbat, while * 


being widely read and ac- 


to The Times on October 2, 
1968, in vtudi 55 Roman 


__- c . ■ . __ 17uo, ui niuui jj ivuuioji 

curately informed, her ap- pnests declared that 

prmich was essentiafty My ^ey cotSd not in conscience 


broadcasting and his wife, 
Shirley du Boulaye, was a BBC 
television producer. But his 
health, never good, made 
commuting from the Old 
School House in Great 
Haseley, Oxfordshire, an 
increasing strain, so he took 


and entertaining rather than give loyal internal and ex- increasing strain, so he took 
erudite, a method to which her teraal. obedience .to. the view, early retjremenland moved to 
gift as a vivid raconteur gave that all such means of contra- north Oxford, 
an added sparkle. She contrib- ception are in all circum- Then began the most ere* 
uted several books on stances wrong." ative period of his life. He 

archaeology, all in a lighter This was a sincere but fetal engaged in numerous literary 


her attitude was invariably the church. But he was not 
one of commendable drummed out He left Rainhill 


The association says that woods and forests being sold 


an added sparkle. She contrib- ception are in all circum- Then began the most cre- 
uted several books on stances wrong." ative period of his life. He 

archaeology, all in a lighter This was a sincere but fetal engaged in numerous literary ’ 
vein, but towards these, as to move. Overnight Harriott be- projects, drafted speeches with 
her other accomplishments, came an outcast, a danger to an ecumenical content for the : 
her attitude was invariably the church. But he was not Archbishopof Canterbury and \ 
one of commendable drummed out He left Rainhill wrote the script for a tele- : 
modesty. to serve his sentence in a rustic vision film on Saint Ignatius. 

* Margaret Wheeler married limbo where he was forbidden But he will be remembered ~ 
twice. Her first marriage to to Piw«* or grt in touch with chiefly as a columnist. A 
Bob Norfolk, commanding anyone Within a year the selection of his pieces in The _ 
officer of HMS Thom came to absurdity of the situation was Tablet has just appeared in 
an abrunt end when the realised and he joined the staff book form under the title . 

“mSwtStostmSJSS °s Jcsuh R e Em t Heart - He • 

all hands during the second Mont^ on condition tirat he could be perhaps unreason- t 

rfiH nnt ninta nn the (atwi mdv niranA ihniit Mh . 


modesty. to serve his sentence in a nistic 

Margaret Wheeler married limbo where he was forbidden 
twice. Her first marriage to to preach or pin touch with 


Bob Norfolk, commanding anyone. Within a year the 
officer of HMS Thom came to absurdity of the situation was 


^ topia Thatcher or the Roman Curia. 

S WbeelCT l^o H e made his first forays into blimpish about the decline of 


did not write on the taboo 


could be perhaps unreason- t 
ingly savage about Mrs •_ 


of the distinguished 
Collingridge family. But she 
was educated in England, 
which remained her perma¬ 
nent home, even during her 
sojourn in Rome when she 
worked under the late Profes- 


itive publications on both 
Jericho and Jerusalem. 

In later life Margaret 
Wheeler established a well- 
merited reputation as an expo¬ 
nent of her chosen subject, a 
role to which she was emi- 


was much her senior), was reporting the Vatican, but 
terminated informally by mu- only wanned to the theme 


tual agreement in 1956. The during the 1971 synod on 
great tragedy of her life, justice which became his 


however, was the loss of her dominant concern. This 
only daughter, Elizabeth Nor- brought him into touch with 


folk, who died of leukaemia al an international group of Jesu- 


the early age of 21. 


its who travelled the world 


the English village, senti- 
mental about critics, and pro- - 
found about how God worked ' 
in ordinary people. He was a ; 
radical romantic who helped 
many people find themselves. . 

His wife, Shirley, survives ' 
him. There were no children. « 


public support for its aims has bv the Forestry Commission; 
never been stronger; It now Q the illegal ploughing or 
has more than 80,000 individ- cropping of footpaths nnd 


tol members, with member- otha rights of ^y; 

f*™ ° carving up of green belts 


a year and 800 affiliated clubs around cities where devel- 


and societies. 

Next year it will intensity 
campaigns for 


opers and some planners want 
a relaxation of planning 
controls; 


□ all political parties to □ the government’s current 
promise in their cleaion plans for legislation on com- 


Andrew Lenox-C onyngham 

Christianity gains power as 
emperor suffers humiliation 


Appointments in 
the Forces 


Cranwell graduations 


manifestos to protect the mon land. The association 
countiyside and public access accuses the government of 


with legislation to give legal caving in to the demands of 
right ol access, on foot, to all grouse moor owners and their 


moorland, mountain and gamekeepers* 
other uncultivated open coun¬ 
try in Britain, subject to Oa private bill promoted by 
necessary restrictions to safe- British Rail aimed at closing 
guard wildlife: 10 public rights of way cross- 

O the creation of inter- ing the London-Edinbuigh 
national recognised national rail line. The association says 
parks in Scotland; that if British Rail is success- 

□ better protection for the II ftxl it will dose hundreds more 
national parks in England and Paths crossing rail lines. 


Nature notes 


TAME town pigeons are 
mainly descended from the 
rock doves of the wilder 
Scottish coasts. The two 
populations rarely meet, but 
most of the town birds still 
have the distinctive double 
bar on the wing and the silvery 
underwing of Lhe rock dove, 
although they have interbred 
with other domestic pigeons. 
They also retain the rapid 
flight that led to their first 


ONE of the most momentous 
events in the history of the 
Christian church took place 
one thousand, six hundred 
years ago. 

On Christmas Day in the 
year 390 the Roman emperor 
Theodosius received commu¬ 
nion in the cathedral of Milan, _ 

at that ti me t he capital of the influence the course of almost incide ntal 

e cfa urch-siate relations for Ambrose was concerned not 

St A ®£rose, centuries. to increase the political power 

of the dty. That in In the summer ofthat year a of the church but to dem- 

Jrr; not particu- not had occurred in Thessa- onstrate that the moral law of 
“1^ ~ Theodosius, lonica in which the com- God was binding on all Ghris- 

niandant of the dty, a friend tians, irrespective of their 
*** utle of ?£. *** emperor, had been rank. Theodosius had the 
a strong killed. In a fit of rage Tbeodo- greatness of mind to recognise 
- sus ordered a terrible revenge; this and, Ity bis acceptance of 
r seven thousand ofthe popula- public penance, he helped to 

P«j2f u . on of the dty were to be establish a new standard to 
slaughtered. When be heard of which Christian rulers were 
? e massacre ' Bishop Am- expected to adhere. However 
iSS™ brosc ' who tb* emperor often princes in the following 
wrote him a letter centuries were to fell short of 
such . a S®, “ 8 model of pastoral this standard, it was never 
and diplomatic tacL forgotten. 

SdTemSJiWHJ? ^Tie bishop made it clear Christian standards and 
lo emperor was to principles have now become 


confident 


emergent Later centuries saw this 


church, conscious of its spir- incident as a "triumph of the 
ltual power and of having church over the slate” but it 


CAPTAIN: J W S Hart - Staff of 
Oncfleel 81.91: R B lcm - MOD 
London 81 I8.SW: N j D Marrfaon - 
Staff of FWnl 4.I.M. 

COMMANDER: H A H O EdkMm - 
Gtafr of £Q F Wrtllla 3 21-6.91: A J C 
MUwr - Dryad 17 5-91: D J Rotterdam 
- Ranrtti 29-5.91: d J RMnU - 
Neptune «*9ji R.C. Seaward - MOD 
London 17.8.91. 

SURGEON. COMMANDER: PJP.R. 
Tout* - warrior I7.fi.9i. 
chaplain. D w w Thomas - Brazen 
18.12.90. 


GBE K.CB DSO, Vice Chief of a nyrnaomccr l j mk, 

Uic . MteM «! lhe ^ r SSL‘?ra»Li.. ,t f!SS 
Reviewing Omceral the gradua- w a mcmujw: fmm 

TtlA , -u\ 9"** 1 F Mayo. Flying Offkar It 5 


tion of 104 Officers of No 129 22*? j J 


and 14 officers of No 239 Ti□ 

^ JI £JS h K: a SS 


tram Course from the Royal Air oamr t v luSdMBSr. 
Force Coflege Cranwell on sunpiy Branch 
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survived so many centuries of was not so regarded at the 
persecution. Nobody contrib- time and it is a mistake to see 


COMMANDER: 

23.2.91. 
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Officer P j Warwick: Flying 
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uted more to the strengthening it in that light. It certainly 
of the church's power than marked a turning-point in the 


Ocnaral Oman Branch . puci 
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Pilot Officer R M Butler BMut WRAP: 
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Bishop Ambrose and the year relations between the church 
390 saw an event which was to and the state but that was 


of almost inddentaL 


Ambrose was concerned not 
to increase the political power 


l i^m 


TOWN PIGEON 


being selected as racing pi- young winter wheat and sing* 
geons. Whether on a rocky as it circles round high in the 


ledge or a neglected window air. 


the emperor had been de¬ 
barred by St Ambrose from 
receiving the sacrament. What 
could have occasioned such a 
prohibition imposed upon the 
Christian emperor and why 
had the emperor submitted to 
this instead ofi as might have 
happened, sending the auda¬ 
cious bishop into exile, or 
worse? 

The setting was the Roman 
empire of the late fourth 
century, a few yeara before the 
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this standard, it was never 
forgotten. 

Christian standards and 
principles have now become 
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undergo nothing less than the commonplace assumptions of 
Humiliation 0 f public penance our society, acknowledged by 


before he could receive the Christian and non-Christian 
sacrament again Such a thing alike The incident of Thessa- 


.eaves™, ackof Rome jn4l0fcf S? 


was unheard of bishops had lonica and hs aftermath 
been used to taking their contributed to this change of 
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Great tits are singing on landing on top of the deep, tian church, from brine a 


orders from the emperora, not 
emperors from bishops. De- 


atmosphere probably more 
th an any other single incident 
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spite his faults, Theodosius in the history of the Church. 
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mild mornings: they too have brown drifts. Beech twigs are 
a very mechanical double speckled against the sky with 


to Christianity and the Chris¬ 
tian church, from being a 
persecuted minority, became a 
favoured religion! In 380 
Theodosius declared Chris- 


was a genuinely religious man 
and to his credit he submitted. 


Christmas 390 was a 
vindication of the emperor’s 


note. Nuthatches make long- folded, clinging leaves and Theodosius declared Chris- 
drawn out whistles in the empty nutshells. By some tianity to be the official re- 
trectops. the nearest note they garden walls, the daisy-like ligionofthe empire, 
have to a song. Occasionally a flowers of feverfew can still be The emnin- in rf-eiin* 


For several weeks he laid action in undergoing public 
aside the imperial insignia and penance no less than of 
sat during the services as a Ambrose's courage in impos- 
pubuc penitent before the eves ing h- 
of the wondering congrega- 
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skylark climbs from a field of 


The empire was in decline. 
Contrasted with this was the 


non, who made intercession 
for him in their prayers. At 


The author is fellow and 


Christmas he was readmitted chaplain cf St Catharine's 
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The Queen’s Speech 


Announcements and Personal i 1 


Jmaakm. JeramMsU You 
un the Bfnpma m neoe 
o» neangn Qoa ma ant 
you... amt ao yoar Tamoie 
wu b* aiMBtfawU and 
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KS'cSri 1 ! 8 of i ?’ Panicu- 
SpS 1 ? 51 ™ ^ne. This 
3^ there kwi been, 1 hope. 

o f happiness and good 
caeer «>r most of us. 

be^ y f S n ? y, - for “Stance, has 

90 S SSS? 1 ^ 8 “y mother’s 
Wobinhday. and we have 

oSfjili” ^ e j°y of some 
ofthose cekbrauons. My youn- 

8«t grandchild’s chriaening, 
days ago, has brought the 
together once a£ain. I 
hopeOiaig 1 of us lucky enough 
to ,. ®kl® to enjoy such 
gatherings this Christmas will 
taice time to count our blessings. 

. For h seems to me that there 
15 ? M deep and overriding 
apxieiy for us all on which we 
should reflect today. That is the 
tmeat of war in the Middle Easz. 

The servicemen in the Gulf who 

arc spending Christmas at their 
posts under this threat are much 
in our thoughts. And there are 
nmny others, at home and 
abroad, servicemen and civil¬ 
ians, who are away from their 
own firesides. Wherever they 
are, may they all, when their 
duty is done, soon be reunited 
with their families safe and 
sound. 

At the same time we must 
remember those still held hos¬ 
tage. Some of them have spent 
years in captivity and Christ¬ 
mas must for them be especially 
hard to bear. My heart goes out 
to them and to their families. 
We can, at least, rejoice at the 
safe return of many of their 
compatriots over the last weeks, 
and salute the courage which 
they have shown. 

Wars, threats of wars and 
civil disturbance inevitably 
cause thousands of innocent 
people to become refugees and 
to have their lives ruined or 
disrupted. It is difficult for us, 
safe at home, to mnti»mpi»tft 
the scale of the suffering for 
homeless and hungry people 
caused by the ever-widening 
consequences of the crisis in the 
Gulf 

The invasion of Kuwait was 
an example on an international 
scale of an evil which has beset 
us at different levels in recent 
years — attempts by ruthless 
people to impose their will on 
the peaceable majority. In ex¬ 
treme form, as we know only 


The Queen: reflecting on the Middle East 


too well, these attempts lead to 
disaster and death, and their 
tragic aftermath for families and 
communities. In the United 
Kingdom, we have suffered 
once again during the past year 
from the scourge of terrorism, 
its disregard for human fife and 
its efforts to dress its crimes in 
political clothes. 

But all this is nothing new. 
The tributes we paid last sum¬ 
mer to the heroes of Dunkirk 
and the Battle of Britain were 
tributes to their achievement in 
repelling a determined invader. 
That was SO years ago. 

Nowadays there are all too 
many causes that press their 
claims with a loud voice and a 
strong arm rather than with the 
language of reason. We must 
not allow ourselves to be too 
discouraged as we confront 
them. Let us remember that 
Christ did not promise the earth 
to the powerful. The resolve of 
those who endure and resist 
these activities should not be 
underestimated. I never cease to 


much heartened by the virtually 
unanimous opposition of the 
international community to the 
unprovoked invasion of Ku¬ 
wait, and by the speed with 
which moves were made to try 
to relieve the plight of the 
innocent victims. 

I want, therefore, to say thank 
you today to the men and 
women who, day in and day 
out, carry on their daily life in 
difficult and dangerous circum¬ 
stances. By just getting on with 
the job, they are getting the 
better of those who want to 
harm our way of life. Let us 
think of them this Christmas, 
wherever they are in the world, 
and pray that their resolution 

remains undiminighuri It is 

they and their kind who, by 
resisting the bully and the 
tyrant, ensure that we live in the 
sort of world in which we can 
celebrate this season safely with 
oar families. 

I pray also that we may all be 
blessed with so mething of their 
spirit Then we would find it 


admire the stoical courage of eager to solve our disputes in 
those in Northern Ireland, for peace and justice, wherever they 


example, who go about their 
business in defiance of the 
terrorist. The reaction of those 
who have lost loved ones at 
violent hands is often an in¬ 
spiration to the rest of us. Then 
again, I, like many others, was 


occur, and that inheritance of 
the earth which Christ prom¬ 
ised, not to the strong, but to the 
meek, would be that much 
closer. 

A happy Christmas and God 
bless you alL 


Roman way to urban planning 

By Norman Hammondv archaeology cx>rrespondent 


ROMAN towns and fortresses 
in Britain were laid out using a 
common modular grid, accord¬ 
ing to a new theory. Multiples of 
tens or hundreds of Roman feet 
can be detected in the plans of 
dries such as Silchester and 
Colchester, or legionary. for¬ 
tresses such as that at Inchtuthil 
on Tayside. 

The idea has been widely 
discussed over the past decade 
and the latest model has been 
developed by Philip Crummy, 
director of the Colchester 
Archaeological Trust In what 
he calls “a more, visual ap¬ 
proach” to the problem, a 
theoretical layout is super¬ 
imposed on a plan of the actual 
site. 

Mr Crummy says that the test 
is demanding “since it pre¬ 


supposes a high degree of 
accuracy across the entire plan, 
so it continues to make sense 
despite ' any localised 
discrepancies*'. 

The method uses that stan¬ 
dard Roman foot of 11.65 
indies, and looks for dimen¬ 
sions which are simple mul¬ 
tiples of 5, 10 and 100 feet. “The 
street plan of the fortress at 
Colchester can be rationalised 
in terms of strips 200 and 300 
Roman feet wide,” Mr Crummy 
says, while the later Inchtuthil 
fortress uses mainly 300ft mod¬ 
ules, although there are also* 
some strips of only 60ft wide. 

“The 300ft dimension ap¬ 
pears 10 be almost universal, 
and occurs in those parts of the 
fortresses which contain bar- 


DECEMBER 2S ON THIS DAY 


Joan of Arc was burned at the 
stake as a witch and heretic 
on May 301431 in Rouen. In 
1456 the proceedings of her 
trial were annulled and in 
1876 the “cause" of her 
beatification war introduced; 
the final recognition of her 
martyrdom washer canonisa¬ 
tion in 1920. 

BEATIFICATION 
OFJOAN 
OF ARC 

ROME, DEC. 22. 

The first name on the list of 
beatifications for next year is 
that of Joan of Arc; and on 
April !S the solemn cere¬ 
mony will take place in St 
Peter’s dedaring the admit¬ 
tance of the Maid of Orleans 
to tire ranks of those who 
await the final canonisation 
by the Church... 

It was not until January 27, 
1894, that the cause received 
the sanction of Leo XQI, and 
the three separate inquiries 
were commenced which are 
necessary, according to the 
prescriptions of Beredict 
XIV, to establish a right to 
beatification. These inquiries 
were to prove, first, that Joan 
of Arc had never been the 
object of public worship; 
secondly, that she had prac¬ 
tised the cardinal and divine 
virtues an a heroic scale; 
thirdly, that after her death 
miracles had been wrought by 
her intercession. 

On June 23, 1898; the 
Tribunal of the Rota gave 
judgment in favour of the 
cause in the first inquiry , that 
of non cultu. Shortiybefore 
the death of Leo XIU the 
Congregation of Rites pro¬ 


nounced favourably in the 
second inquiry; and on Janu¬ 
ary 6, 1904, the following 
year, Pius X was presented 
fbk the first tune at a meeting 
of that Congregation in the 
Vatican, when the solemn 
decree, declaring Joan of Arc 
to have practised heroic vir¬ 
tues, was read. 

Finally, on November 24 
of this year, in the presence of 
the Pope, was read the decree 
which closed the third in¬ 
quiry and declared miracles 
to have been performed 
through the intercession of 
Joan of Arc: The miracles, 
three in number, and of 
comparatively recent date, 
consisted in the healing of 

incurable diseases in the cases 
of three nuns who had sought 
Joan of Arc’s intercession. 

On December 13, in the 
hall of tiie Consistory in the 
Vatican took place the 
publication of the decrees of 
beatification, and among 
them that of Joan of Arc. In 
his answer to the tha nk s 
tendered him by Mgr. 
Touchet, on behalf of the 
French Catholics, the Pope 
declared that he regarded the 
Maid of Orleans as the 
personification of chivalrous 
Prance, ever generous, and 
ever ready to sacrifice herself 
for a noble aim. 

The Osservatore Romano, 
in explanation, enters upon 
an historical dis quisi ti o n in 
which the English nation and 
Pierre Cbauchon, the un¬ 
worthy Bishop of Beauvais, 
play very sorry parts. With¬ 
out disputing as to who was 
most responsible for the 
burning of Joan c®e may at 
least remark that her memory 
was cleared and venerated in 
England long before it be¬ 
came a matter of any concern 

in Rome. 
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racks,” he says. At Inchtuthil 
the 300ft square blocks were 
probably only a product of foe 
fact that each block of six 
barracks occupied a space 
which was dose to a square. 

Similar use of the 25ft mod¬ 
ule can be seen in the plan of 
Silchester, near Reading. Mr 
Crummy believes that the city 
blocks running north-south 
used a 300ft module, with one 
of450ft for the central strip that 
included the forum, and the 
east-west strips of the same 
blocks were 275ft or 425fL 

“The metrological analysis of 
the plans of towns and for¬ 
tresses in this way may help to 
locate any fortresses which 
await discovery under out Ro¬ 
man towns,” Mr Crummy says. 

University news 

Queen's Univ ersity of Belfast 
C onfe rment of titles 
The tide of professor emeritus has 
been conferred on the following: 
Dr John Banfield, professor of 
con tinuing education from 1987 
to 1990. Mr David (Peter) Devlin, 
professor of English literature 
from 1986 to 1990. Dr John 
Holding, professor of agricultural 
and food bacteriology from 1979 
to 1987 and professor of food and 
agricultural microbiology from 
1987 to 1990. Mr Geoffrey Horn¬ 
sey, professor of public law from 
1978 to 1990, Dr George Irwin, 
professor of general practice from 
1971 to 1990. Dr Anthony Val¬ 
entine, professor of paediatric and 
preventive dentistry from 1982 to 

199 a 


New grants and contracts: 
Professor ELS. Swift (Soil Sci- 
eace), £110,219 from the AFRC— , 
influence of soil organic constit¬ 
uents on the retention and trans¬ 
port of synthetic organic 
chemicals. 

Dr R Barclay (Microbiology) and 
Dr AJ. Lax (Institute of Animal 
Health, Compton), £146,466 from 
the AFRC — role of macrophages 
in the pathogenesis of 
salmonellosis. 

Professor J.W. Almond (Micro¬ 
biology), £252300 from the 
AFRC — prion protein variation 
in the spongiform 


Professor J.W. Almond (Micro¬ 
biology) and Dr PJD. Minor 
(National Institute for Biological 
Standards awl Control), £800,607 
from the Medical Research Coun¬ 
cil — motecabtr biology of polio 
and related viruses: 
neuroviralence, antigenicity and 
vaccine development. 

Professor TJR- Addis (Computer 
Science), £122,988 from the 
SERC — the practical Integration 
of knowledge-based scheduling 
system with a semiconductor 
manufacturing system. 

Professor K. Warwick and Dr RJ. 
Mitchell (Cybernetics), £177,057 
from the SERC — operator inter¬ 
face for advanced security 
pri n tin g. 

Professor K. Codling and Dr LJ. 
Ffansxudti (Physics), £155,416 
from the SERC — the coulomb 
explosion of molecules in intense 
subpicosecond laser fields. 
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3 FACTS 

about people whoare blind 


* They want to work 
* They need to five normal lives 
* Tbey enjoy pleasure, leisure and holidays 

London tesa cM ontort he B todrateit 
p oss ib b Htipusplmsawiaiatlo flM ion. 
or cotenant now and remember os Mb 
atogacyfeK 
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to lift the shadow, 
of diabetes 


and the link with 
1 Kidney disease 

■ Shortened Efe 
Span 

I Heart disease 

■ Amputations 
l Blindness 


■ All these are dosety connected 
with Diabetes. As the leading 
contributor to research we 
must find the cure fbr this 
still incurable disease. 
tour legacy will be a 
‘forever* reminder of 
your will to help us 
defeat iffabetes. 


•IK il*,v ; 3t• m j«' 


M Queeri Anne 5neet, London W1M OBD 
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in Us 92nd tear, at St 
LUknAtmmtt HoaMML 
Now York. Harold, beloved 
husband of tte tale Kay. 
CHAMOIS - Paula Vera, 
wtfo of the tale Commander 
F J. Gtmbern O-BLE. RN. 
peacefully an December 21K 
at her home In p u nt iu t u n. 
Witts. Loved by an her 
fiunUy. Funeral service 
Flktay January 4th 1991 
li.isam at Satitiany 
CkematortaB. FXnttr 
Dowers only. D onati o n* If 
desired tor the RJVXJ Cfo 
Will Case A Partner*. 22 
Cft u rchflckl a Rd. Sattrenry 
SP2 7NH. 

CUUK-On December 23rd. 
peacefully at borne. WWetf 
Harry (BBQ, loved husband 
or Ijuclemo and tether dr 
John, the funeral win be 
held at the Chared of 8t 
Laurence. Lmyashan. near 
Retworth. W. Bujeox at 12 
noon on Friday, Dece mli e i 
28th. Family flown only 
Idem, but donations if 
desired will be wetconed by 
Uu Royal National Lifeboat 
Inrnirutlim of West Quay 
Road. Poole. Dorset BH1S 
1HZ. 

KMUM .Qn 24tii December 
1990 p ea c ef u ll y at bonne. 
John BovU aped £6 yuan. 
Funeral oervlce In St Ml- 
chaets Church, cntfciham. 
Devon on Friday 28lh 
December ZJSOm- Memorial 
service to be announced 
tatter. 

HAMER - On D ec mhfr 2tsL 
i990i at borne after a short 
Illness. Colo nel Peter 
Meredith Hama' OBE. llth 
Huaears (PJUti Private 
family ItmeraL By request, 
no flowers or le tters please. 
Dotations, m ms memory, to 
1 St John Ambedanra. may be 
sent to Camp Hopson. 6>12 
Northbrook Street. 

Newbmy. Berio. A service of 
■hanksBlvtng will be held at 
SL Mary the VtiWn. 
Ctdeveiey. at 2J0put on 
January 22nd. 1991. 

HA IMS -On December 21a at 
1 Prince Chartes HospUnL 
Merthyr TVdni. Tegwyn 
Bowen, farmer InadmMtrr 
of Vayner Peadetyn School. 
FunBkl sendee at 
Ltwydooed c rematorium . 
Abcrdare. 2JOpm Friday 
Dficr m bf ff 28th. Family 
flowen only. 

■ATT - On December 20tt 
1990, Efleen Mary Loube. 
peacefully at home; much 
loved Ant of P l m b eth . 
John. Antony, mmi ftn—i. 

, Funeral Sendee takes place 
at St Ednmnfls&ury 
Cathedral, Bury St 
Edratsid*. on Wednesday 
. January 2nd at UO pm. 
tofiowed by private 
cremation. Flowers may be 
| sot c/o L Fulcher. BO 
I Whiting Sheet, Bury St 


Birth and Death 
notices may be 
accepted over the 
telephone. 

Fbr publication the 
following day phase 
telephone by 5.00pm 
Monday to Thursday. 
4pm Friday. 
9J0Bm-L00jnn 
Saturday 

for Monday's paper. 

071 481 4000 







No other legacy can 
help so many people 

Please, a donation to help Arthritis Research nerw: 
a legacy to help us in the fixture. 

THE ARTHRITIS & RHEUMATISM 
COUNCIL FOR RESEARCH 

DepLTT 41 Eagte Street, London WC1R4AR 
Working to find an earlier cure 


Thank you from 
theENLX 
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Thank you from 
the RNLI 

ft is yoar tupiMSt through 
legacies and voluntary 

coontmtions tint aflons ns 
to meet onr daily tmurios 
com of£100Jj00 sad 
provide our tiftboatmea 
with tho boats and 
equipment tbey need. 

For M dctdsoa kprie^anoo: 

The Director, Dept 
DT, Royal National 
lifeboat Institution, 
West Quay Road, 
Poole, Dorset BH15 
IKS, or phone 

(0202)671133. 
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depend enwriy on chanty, 
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071-389 9618 CT) 


December 14th. tragically, as 
themsottafanacefclent. Dr. 
Mart GOton Hatiwrtnflton. 
FeDow of SL CRms CoDega. 
Oxford. Old Bov of Hertford 
Cathedral School. and 
Braesnose College, OotfbnL 
Beloved son of Stan and Kay. 
dear brother or Zoo and 
Lottise. Laid to rest on 
Decembv 2U. 199a 
■LUUID-On December 21st 
Him 1 nrny in her steep, at 
As h burt o n. Devon. Dorothy 
Mazy, dearly beloved wtfc of 
Cbwles HUard and the late 
George Baton of Southport 
Much towed mother of 
Georgina and Carolina and 
proud Grandmother and 


service sS St Andrews 
Church. Ashburton, cm 
Friday Drrember 28tn at 12 
noon. Cue flowers only 
please or donBUons if wished 
to the Revel British Letfan. 
C/O Funeral Directors. 
Webber and Christophers. 
Onlay road. Astabrnton. 
Teb036*82441. 

BUDDY - peacefully on 19th 

D af teWhiC At firawd Bt IH ibi 

Cloea. Btsndtord. Dorset. 
Mary Adelaide, wife of Dr 
Etnnt CH Kmhty and moth¬ 
er of John. Richard and 
Edward. Burial at Muiparne 
parish Church at 11.30am 
an 3rd January. Family 
flowen only. 

BMOWM - On O oc rnt ur 
19th. suddenly. Denis 
WBtiara J eublMiwui . twriband 
of Fsuclty and father of 
Sonia. Deborah. Shame. 
Amanda. Sally end TUcnmy. 
OMHDY-TAYLM - On 
December 20th 1990 at 
CoHndete Hosattal. Edytfa. A 
family funeral was held on 
Cl u trim— Eve. 

; HBD - On peermbrr 18th in 
Bristol. Jean, aged 09. 
widow of Dick and beloved 
mother of EUxS beth (Ebba) 


FOR SALE 


TICKETS 
FOR SALE 

When responding to 
advertisements readers 
are advised to establish 
the face value and fUD 
details of tickets before 
entering tato any 
commitment. 


csneo.iiflz 


Newsprints man cuxoa The 
•tamttbt w** Pi«a 
immy-TM onraa fcSSOfc- 




Ptn ae^tottend^ grra 82022.1 



COMBAT STRESS 

bSHticttUMI VMat Saw* 
Bnadmr Hon Re ftrachie* 

WttoMn SAng 1RL tel: 06VM3 6333 


Cystic Fibrosis 

RE5EARCH TRUST 

Sttiraeat of Sbsst CUtatas « 
lOteRblNOtalwLsBdM 
Mstrspo—sMcsMsMct 
PnoaedsfeMBSM EHtGIMB 
Oaeatons 1.MR2 T 

Etpsnsss(Usitmn 
■pteN 1^«&2S 







on 828 1678. crate I 


1791 - 1990 outer 


H17JSO. Re m em ber When. OBI- 


■venom. 071 839 6S6S/0- 


UNDBR THE CLOCK || Jgg 


of Cerotine and Robert. 
Cremation private. 

Thanksgiving service at Holy 
Trinity Church. HCflkW-Oh- 
Ttumea. 12 oYledt Saturday 
29th December. Donation, if 
wished, to SLPcten Hospice. 
BristOL 


l aoMwMMS > ?«Shm7ew 

Janet on 987 4822 


FLATSHASE 




ARTHRITIS DOESNT CARE 
wboahnts 

ARTHRmS CARE DOES 

truffBTS roue mo old juke 

Mms is 1 Pftu ssd stem 
ehnWc (tens. R is da nujor cause 
sf pbfBcddbabMymthBlIK. 

MrnUs Cus Mrts hr ssd att 
people elflisitoait. snomgng 
MMalp wd oMsmi afBRBBM, 
afeia. madly atapad toSmy 
dmrs sad s amnrk of Mncms. 
Yea fbaeosl seppart «• wafer us 
to mmt m mo« people■ 


To Place Your Classified 
Advertisement 

Please telephone die number fisted below between item and tijpm Monday to Friday 
(tale e v enin g 730 pm on Thursdsy or b ui s um 930am and 1230pm on Saturdays). 

Private- 071-481 4000 

Trade Advertisers: 

Appointments __071-481 4481 

Birth, Marriage and Death Notices..._............. 071-481 4000 

Business to Business 071-481 1982 

International Advertisers......,..................^............. 071-481 3024 

Motors.. 071-481 4422 

Personal_ 071-481 1920 

Property . . 071-481 1986 

Public Appts & Education 071-481 1066 

Travel__ 071-481 1989 

UJK. Holidays_071-488 3698 

Birth and Death notices may be accepted over the telephone. 

For publica t i on the following day please telephone by 5.00pm 
Monday - Thursday 

4.00pm Friday, 9.30am-12.30pm Saturday for Monday’s paper. 
Marriage notices not appearing on the Court & Social Page 
may also be accepted by telephone. 

CONCISE CROSSWORD NO 2366 


ACROSS 

2 loud noise (4) 

4 Film excerpt (4) 

7 S Pacific archipelago (5) 

9 Steam pressure 

steriliser (9) 

10 Article (4) 

11 Pulsate (5) 

12 Purpled-flowercd 
vine(5) 

13 Bread maker (5) 

15 Broaden (5) 

17 Angered (S) 

18 Hang!ity(5) 

20 Stare at (4) 

21 FU1 (5,4) 

23 Coeree(5) 

24 Cany, drag (4) 

25 Akme (4) 

DOWN 

1 Dog in (8) 

2 Sheep noise (3) 

3 Character (6) 

5 Lead (4) 8 Swonl sheath (8) 

6 Ready state (12) 11 UStoD road (8) 

7 Awkward sitoation (6,6) 14 1000grams (8) 


16 Excessively ornate (6) 

19 Hart*oar(4) 

22 Oofpmal, sageant (1,1,1) 


In tme tuaiM. 

081491 fope 


Dtefvol4pgafc,MMK 
Cno, Dsgl XT, 5 Bnwmar 
Cmant, LssdsaSW1X7SLTifc 
•7H3B 0902. FacBn-29 S388 


SOLUTION TO CHRISTMAS JUMBO CONCISE CROSSWORD 
ACROSS: lTm dreaming ofa white Christmas 15 Distraint 16 Excerpt 17 ln- 
fidder ISSoccomb 19Colombo 20Leader 21 Clot 23Real 24M8ndrin 2S 
Poetry 26 Ragiim 29 Agitate 30 Register 31 Apologetic 33 Wined 34 Vo¬ 
cal 36 Mature 37Foresier 40 Retinquisfamcm 42 Overemphasis 45E£ferves- 
cent 46 In co m men sn ra le 48 Sardonic 56 Resume 51 Sissy 52 Fichu 55 Fast 
asleep 57 Archives 59 Dragnet 61 Hard up 62 Emwre 63 Landlady 65 
Soto 68 With 69 Cancel 78 Signals 71 Coaltit 73 Rehearsal 74Chapati 75 
In the wdl 76 Discohuion of the monasteries 

DOWN: 1 Industrial Workers of the World 2 Desecration 3 Earful 4 
Mambmce 5 Noticed 6 Overtying 7 Accomplishment 8 Horn of plenty 9 
Totalled IBCbmagraph 11 Reflex 12 Seed 13 Medallist 14Strategicamtf 
reduction tails 22BMe 27 Gardener 28 Blood money 36 Rucksack 32Pie- 
vkitis 34 Vaudeville 35 Lamented 38 TESSA 39 Promises 41 Lifer 43 Hans* 
fian 44Enceghalograph 47Quarterataff 49 Opaque S3C(Hidottien 54 
Vermkdb* 56Scratches 58vandalism 59Dedkaws 60Billycan 64Les¬ 
bian 66 Nassau 67 Manege 72 Halo 
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12 Life and Times 


THE TIMES WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 26 1990 


at Flannan rock 


W.GL LUCASi HEBRIDEAN PRESS SERVICE 



Oh come now, 
all ye fanciful 


Why do so many perpetuate the myt h 
of a very miserable Chris tmas? 


In a 90-year-old 


mystery, the father 


of Anna Ducat 


(above) disappeared 


from his lighthouse. 


Joan Simpson reports 


T he Flannan Isles are a wild 
and lonely place, no more 
than seven jagged rocks 
clawing out of a boiling 
ocean which batters cruelly at the 
bleak and craggy outcrops. Atlantic 
waves higher than houses explode 
against them and bold the secret of a 
tragedy which happened there 90 
years ago. 

On the largest rock a lighthouse 
stands silent witness to the tragic 
events which deprived Anna Ducat 
of her father when she was just eight 
years old. Today Miss Ducat, now 
98 and living in Edinburgh, is 
believed to be the last direct link 
with the mystery that has passed 
into legend among the superstitious 
folk of the Outer Hebrides, and 
which has been immortalised in an 
epic poem by W.W. Gibson. 

Miss Ducat’s father, James 
Ducat, was one of the three keepers 
of the Flannan Isles lighthouse who 
vanished without trace on a dark 
December Saturday in 1900. Their 
disappearance has never been fully 
explained. There have been fantas¬ 
tic tales of madness and murder. 
But in the end, it is most likely a 
story of stoicism and duty, perhaps 
of heroism, and almost certainly of 
a merciless sea which played a final 
cruel trick on the three men. 

The tragedy was discovered on 
Boxing Day, when the lighthouse 
ship Hesperus called on a routine 
visit. It was about noon and the 
crew were surprised that the tiny 
rock showed no sign of life. The 
landing stage was not prepared for 
the ship, the flagstaff was bare and 
there was no response when they 
fired a rocket, though it should have 
brought the keepers running out 
Against the heavy swell of the sea 
a boat was lowered and Joseph 
Moore, the relieving keeper, was 
landed to scramble up the hundreds 
of steps hewn out of the precipitous 
difls above the landing stage. His 
own report of the time states: “On 
entering the kitchen... I saw that 
the fire had not been lighted for 
some days, 1 then entered the rooms 
in succession, found the beds empty 


mrrr'r '. .•.• • • • . - -: 

S f " C 


Dark secret today the Flannan light is automated, so there is no longer a permanent crew at the station to ponder the fate of its predecessors 


just as they had left them.. 

Alarmed and distraught he 
“darted back** to the boat to fetch 
the others but “unfortunately the 
first impression was only too true”. 
The dock had stopped, the lamp 
was trimmed and dean ready for 
fighting. Some accounts say a meal 
of salted mutton and boiled po¬ 
tatoes lay on the table, half eaten, 
and a chair was toppled over on the 
floor. Official reports state that the 
kitchen had been tidied after the 
midday meaL But of the keepers 
there was no sign. 

Gibson describes the chill mo¬ 
ment of discovery in his poem: 

Of the three men's fate we found 
no trace 

Of any kind in any place 

But a door ajar and an untouch'd 
meal 

And an overtoppled chair. 

Sea boots and oilskins belonging 
to two of the men were missing fiom 
the hook in the cupboard, buMhe 
third man must have run out in his 
shirt sleeves, perhaps toppling the 
chair in his hake. 

The lighthouse station's routine 
had carried on normally until 
December IS. The official report 
from the investigating superintend¬ 
ent tells us: “The last entry on the 
slate bad been made by Mr Ducat, 
the Principal keeper on the morning 
of Saturday IS December. The lamp 


was trimmed, the oil fountains and 
canteens were filled up and the lens 
and machinery cleaned which 
proves that the work of the ISth had 
been completed.** 

This superintendent, Robert 
Muirhead, had persuaded Ducat to 
take on the job as principal when 
the Flannan Isles light had first been 
lit a year earlier; and had, with a 
heavy heart, recorded that be had 
visited foe Flannans only a week 
before the disappearance, and that: 
“I have the melancholy recollection 
that I was the last person to shake 
hands with them and bid them 
adieu.** 

Miss Ducat remembers her 
father's reluctance to go to the 
Flannans. “He aid it WBS tOO 
dangerous, that he had a wife and 
four children depending on him, but 
Mr Muirhead persuaded him 
because he bad such faith in him as 
a good and reliable keeper.” 

• The Ducat family lived at 
Breasctele, a shore station on foe 
island of Lewis. About 15 miles to 
foe west were foe Flannan Isles and 
the lighthouse, built on the largest of 
foe seven rocks, only 800 yards long 
and 500 yards wide. 

Miss Ducat dearly remembers 
the day her father left Breasdete for 
foe last time. “It was a lovely sunny 
day and my brother Arthur and 1 
were playing in the high walled 


gardens. My father came out of foe 
house and picked each of us in his 
arms and gave us a hug and a kiss, 
then he walked very quickly away 
up foe road. We ran after him 
shouting ‘Daddy, Daddy* and he 
stopped at the road end and waited 
for us, picked each of us up again 
and gave us another Visa- I have 
always wondered if be had some 
kind of premonition that he would 
never see us again.” 

Oblivious to the coming tragedy 
the Ducats busily prepared fora late 
Christmas, wrapping presents for 
their father, due home at the end of 
foe month. “We were so excited 
because there was to be a wedding 
on the idand on Hogmanay and we 
children had never been to one." 


M iss Ducat is still willing 
to listen to new theories 
about what befell her 
father and his two 
companions — foe assistant keeper 
Thomas Marshall and an occasional 
keeper, Donald McArthur, who 
came from the island of Lems and 
was doing duty for a third keeper 
who was on sick leave. But she is not 
impressed by the fanciful stories of 
phantoms or giant seabirds plucking 
the men to their deaths. She prefers 
a more straighforward conclusion. 

Six months before the tragedy, 
the keepers had been fined five 


shilling s by foe commissioners 
because landing tackle at the west 
landing stage had been damaged 
during a storm. Severe weather had 
lashed foe island during December 
and foe keepers worried that similar 

dpmagp mi g ht OCCUT a pin- 

So when foe winds moderated on 
Saturday, December 15, Mr Ducat 
and Mr Marshall dutifully went to 
inspect what damage had been done 
and make repairs. They donned 
boots and oilskins and left Donald 
McArthur in foe kitchen. 

Perhaps only McArthur, being a 
local, would have known about foe 
freak wave pattern foal builds up in 
the gully under the west landing 
stage after severe storms, and which 
sends a sudden torrent of sea tearing 
up the cliff face to crash against the 
stage. Maybe he remembered, sud¬ 
denly, and ran out in shirt sleeves to 
warn his companions, only to be 
caught with them as the sea swept: 
them to their deaths. 

Keepers continued to serve on foe 
Flannans until 1971, when foe light 
was automated. Those who served 
there after foe tragedy must have 
reflected often on Gibson’s lines: 

We seem'd to stand an endless 
while 

Though not a word was said 

Three men alive on Flannan Isle 

Who thought on three men dead. 

Q Tknaa Nnupapara Ltd ISM 


YOU woke up this morning 
with an appalling hangover. 
You are carrying an extra inch 
on foe waist and foe turkey 
sandwich marathon has not 
even started. Your home is 
full of unwarned pairs of socks 
(men) and gift-wrapped toilet¬ 
ries (women). The atmosphere 
is a touch charged for a variety 
of reasons, delete where ap¬ 
plicable: you never did get on 
with your mofoer/fafoer-in- 
law, why do they always have 
to stay at Christmas? You 
always knew that your spouse 
fancied that woman/man that 
be/she talked to for an hour at 
foe party on Christmas Eve, 
but does it have to be quite so 
obviouS? And, finally (for 
now), if you want to spend half 
of Boxing Day at a football 
match that's your business, 
sniff, but if you want lunch 
early you can cook it yourself. 

All of that describes a 
scenario that will be familiar 
to everyone reading this. 
Familiar from their own 
experience? Unlikely. Who 
still drinks excessively at 
Christmas? Who still eats too 
much? Who fights with foe in¬ 
laws, foe spouse, the children? 
Who still collapses on Christ¬ 
mas Day having spent “a 
month in the shops”, as I 
overheard someone say re¬ 
cently? How many of our 
presents, even foe socks, really 
bring cries of despair and m lit¬ 
terings about wasted money 
and crazy aunts? 

A tremendous myth has 
been built around this time of 
year foe myth is that we hate 
it. To support this myth we 
have invented a tome of 
anecdotal evidence. We are 
said to rush around foe shops 
at 5pm on Christmas Eve, by 
which time most of them are 
empty, or closed, or staffed by 
teenagers wearing streamers. 
We are, supposedly, up to here 
with opening foe door to carol 
ringers. Oh come now, all ye 
fanciful. We are still han g in g 
on about foe fact that Christ¬ 
mas "starts too early**. Just as 
wed, if it is so frantic. 

Are we all hung over this 
morning? Aside from some 
people who regard Christmas 
as an excuse to get legless, who 



really drinks excessively? We 
may drink a bit more than 
usual, but then Christmas is a 
fairly static, and long, holiday 
for most people, so there are 
fewer driving considerations 
and fewer calls on the intellect. 

Are we really making fools 
of ourselves with the neigh¬ 
bour's, or anyone else’s, 
spouse? Even office parties, 
which used to be morally haz¬ 
ardous in a big way, now seem 
far less likely to be followed by 
divorce petitions and “look, 
about last night” evasions 
upon our return to work. 

Thousands of us go abroad 
for Christmas. Object: to gel 
away from it all. You hear 
people say: oh, we ean't stand 
another Christmas here, we’re 
going to... Austria. Austria? 
Well that’s one way to get on 
foe cover of a Christmas card. 
The people who have go he 
away will also have told us 
that of course you have to plan 
in advance because foe 
presents have to be distributed 
to foe poor devils who aren!t 
getting away. ’ 



AND then there is the baggnys 
allowance, which is a crucial 
factor because the people who 
are gening away from it all are 
taking most of it with them,, tp 
gjve to foe people who are get¬ 
ting away fiom h aU with them. 

Owning up about Christmas 
is way overdue. We like it 
don't we? A few years ago I 
avoided spending Christmas 
in Saudi Arabia by foe skin of 
my teeth. All foe people who 
did not come back to Britain 
said, “Oh dear, I wouldn't be 
you, that’s one thing abort 
England I don’t miss”. i 

When I returned to Saudi 
after Christmas. I was drailfc 
out fora week on tales ofwhat 
it was like, what Regent Street 
looked like, who gave what to 
whom, and so forth. They 
didn’t miss it? Not half. 

Since then, whenever ttge 
cliched attitude to Christmas 
threatens to overwhelm me,2 
think of Christmas in Saudi 
Arabia. This year, that is a 
comparison we could aU bear 
in mind. Come on, pull your 
socks up. 


Peter Barnard 


Turkey’s off: dining with a real cook on Boxing Day is not for the delicate 


FOR chaps who enjoy cooking 
and eating. Boxing Day is the 
time to launch a frill attack. I 
mean, of course, chaps who 
enjoy cooking and eating real 
food, food which smells and 
tastes of something, food with 
guts — in foe case of wood¬ 
cock, tripe and bloaters — and 
blood — in the case of hares, 
boudin and lampreys. 

Christmas Day must be 
abandoned. It is impregnable, 
a bastion of the second-rate 
and tasteless, occupied by foe 
massed troops of the LCD sect 
— the lowest common 
denominatorists. who would 
reduce any meal to the 
blandest taste. Not content 
with enshrining the domes¬ 
ticated turkey (a meat so 
vapid one only knows one has 
eaten it by watching the space 
appear where it was on foe 
plate), they are nervous that 
even this on its own might be 
too racy. So they dilute it with 
boring sauces and overcooked 
vegetables, the whole mess 
swimming in insipid gravy 
and yellow water leaking from 
understrained sprouts. 

Why bother to urge them to 
a free range bind? The way 
they cook, it will not taste 
much better. Why bother to 
teach them to niake proper 
gravy out of foe meat juices 
and wine? It will be contami¬ 
nated by dull sauces and 
sprout water. 

No, Christmas lunch is 
irredeemable. In years of writ¬ 
ing about food. !. like many, 
have been tempted to suggest 
ways of improving Christmas 
Day food This is a waste of 
effort. Let the LCDs keep the 
25th as the lowest spot of foeir 
miserable dietary year. But 
while they are recovering from 
an excess of the unexciting, 
foe 26th can be captured. 

So seize it And make it a 
feast, the opposite of every¬ 
thing from the day before. 
Thai means, above all. food 
which will offend Good food, 
like good music or art. is often 
coniemious. foe more so in a 
country where so few know 
much about it. There should 
be at least one half-suppressed 
“urgh" or look of panic as the 
boudin is cut open, at leas; one 
person living to hide his bit of 
hare's liver under the pile of 
bones on his plate, at least one 
choking cough as what was 


Blood, guts 
and real food 



wants two days of soaking. 
After poaching, only hands 
will efficiently separate flesh 
from bones, and no real food 
enthusiast, having mixed it up 
with foe olive oiL milk and 
garlic, could put it aside 
without poking in a finger to 
taste it. 

Neapolitans eat eels on 
Christmas Eve. But if Boxing 
Day is to be the feast of 
handled and contentious food, 
there is a strong case for 
transferring foeir consump¬ 
tion to the 26th. They are 
bought live — Italian shops sell 
them, as do Chinese shops — 
and will keep well and appar¬ 
ently happily in foe bath until 
Boxing Day. Just run a little 
more water in two or three 
times a day to aerate them. 
Then just before cooking, lift 
them out with a doth — they 
emit a sticky substance on 
touch which will enable them 
to slip out of bare hands — cut 
off their beads, gut them, slice 
them and fry them in olive oil 
with garlic. 


Happy (extended) families 


Lunch is served: if possible, shoot your own game 


thought to be mashed potato 
turns out to be a salt cod 
brandade hitting the back of 
foe throat 

Your meal should also be 
the opposite of the Christmas 
lunch in its preparation. The 
LCDs like dishes which ore 
boring to prepare as well as 
eat Things come out of bags, 
packs, paper and plastic and 
are squeamishly slipped as 
quickly as possible into dishes, 
microwaves, foil or more plas¬ 
tic. The Boxing Day chaps, on 
the other hand, not only like 
handling food, they like to be 
involved with it as early as 
possible. Best of course, is to 
shoot foe hare, woodcock, or 
partridges yourself Failing 


that they will be bought in the 
fur or feather, and fondled to 
see how and where they have 
been shot 

Game Deeds han g in g : in a 
cold spell, pheasant up to two 
weeks, hares force. Then there 
is the plucking, skinning and 
gutting (but no gutting in foe 
case of the woodcock, whose 
guts are left in and eaten 
spread on toast or fried bread 
with a little Marc). 

Sausages provide lots of 
scope for handling. There are 
the intestines to be de-sal ted, 
the pork to be held and 
chopped, then minced, the 
intestine to be threaded on to 
foe funnel of foe mincer, then 
stuffed, and tied. The salt cod 


BUT if you really want an all- 
out war with the LCDs, there 
is one thing which frightens 
them even more than food 
which tastes or needs handling 
- smells. LCD kitchens either 
smell of nothing, or like a 
cross between a laboratory 
and a lavishly deodorised 
lavatory. Garlic, spices, salt 
fish, frying fish, or browning 
particularly bloody game will 
produce smells to upset them. 

Best of all, something which 
combines lots of handling and 
smells and produces foe finest 
Boxing Day dish, is sheep's 
tripe. Buy them unwashed 
from a friendly slaughter¬ 
house. The preparatory boil¬ 
ing alone. quite apart from the 
final cooking, will flush out 
anyone with foe slightest ten¬ 
dency to LCDism, not only in 
your house but up to three 
doors away on either side. 

Yes, yes. 1 know all ibis 
advice comes too late for this 
year. But think. You have a 
full year to plan. And next 
Christmas Day you can con¬ 
fine yourself largely to alcohol 
and dream, as you watch them 
toying with foe cardboard 
turkey, of foe joy and devasta¬ 
tion foe morrow will bring. 


Digby Anderson 


C hristmas can be 
claustrophobia At foe 
season of goodwill to all 
men, many people find them¬ 
selves shut up for days, on a 
rich diet, with nobody but 
foeir own relations. 

If dyspeptic feelings over¬ 
whelm you this morning, one 
solution might be worth 
considering for next time. If 
comes from an unlikely Santa 
Claus: the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office, 
which three years ago joined 
the British Council and the 
Victoria Leag u e to set up a 
charity called Host. Tapping 
away at its dating-agency com¬ 
puter in a converted bedroom 
on foe sixth floor of foe Royal 
Commonwealth Society, 
Host links overseas students 
with British families prepared 
to have them to stay. 

_ The Victoria League ran a 
similar, smaller scheme for 
Commonwealth countries be¬ 
fore 1967, but Host has a 
wider brief. The charity covers 
a hundred countries, and stu¬ 
dents from 18 to 58, with or 
without foeir families. One 
boy was sent from Borneo to 
Shropshire, where he com¬ 
pared^ techniques of bee-keep¬ 
ing with enthusiasm. A South 
Sea islander was given a taste 
of life on a cider-apple farm in 

Somerset, and innumerable 
baffle d young Africans have 
been introduced to the con¬ 
cept of mistletoe. 

Easy enough to see what this 
could do for foe claustro¬ 
phobia — and the guilt of 
overconsumption, and foe 
family tensions. “You can't 
have a family row ” says one 
hostess, “with a puzzled for¬ 
eign free sitting at the table, 
can you?” But most host 
families — while acknowledg¬ 
ing the definite usefulness of 
an outsider—rush impatiently 
on to hymn foe greater bene¬ 
fits of the meeting. Such words 
as enriching, rewarding, hum¬ 
bling. hilarity, magic, and 
privilege tumble from foeir 
Irps. "They enjoyed every¬ 
thing — from decorating the 
house and tree to climbing a 
hill in the mist and icy wind,” 
says Mary Richards from 
Wales. “We’ve had a lot of 
Turks,” says Phyllis Harris 


If tensions do run high over the 
holiday, why not invite someone new 
to calm the family feuding next year? 
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bean. South American — and 
want to give them role models 
also find it usefuL There is a 
£5 a night payment on offer to 
hosts, which is often not 
taken, but enables less weU-off 
families to join in. 

Host operates all year, but 
there is clearly something 
special about Christmas. 
Households which are ner¬ 
vous of taking students at 
other times relax; cultural or 
wealth differences which 
might seem embarrassing are 
swallowed up in the rituals 
and general present-giving 
abundance of Christmas. “I 
think that almost any na¬ 
tionality can take on board the 
concept of a festival.” says Ms 
Fairfax. “We may not get 
dressed as dragons or what¬ 
ever, but it’s foe same idea of 
celebration. The Chinese are 
terribly popular because they 
always seem to join in foe 
spirit, and insist on cooking a 
meal for you. Instead of cold 
turkey on Boxing Day you can 
eat Chinese.” “It’s foe liule 
things that are so lovely to be 
able to share," Mrs Harris 
ays. “Like foe logs on the fire. 
The Nigerians were so puzzled 
- *wbat are the sticks for?*.” 


B ack in foeir beds 
and college rooms, 
nesily studying 
planning or metallurgy, 
students send tributes * 
bring lumps to foe throat, 
sojourn at Telford”, v 
Qiang Zhao from China, 
one of foe pleasantest ex 
ences in my Itfe.’’ “For oi 
wrote Micugo Wagatl 
from Kenya, “I felt fo 
belong - not floating.” 

Oswald Cbammawfe ; 
Tanzania, studying libra 
ship, cherishes a photog 
of himself outside 
Skelmersdale library? by 
standards of what he mu 
back to and build up, it t 
have seemed a treasure-hi 
of culture. He never got in 
— his hostess bad to exf 
that everything was, ofcot 
shut for Christmas. But, 
him, it did not seem to ma 


Meny Christmas? The Garnetts* festive facade in 1985 


from Hampshire. “And some 
splendid Chinese. They al¬ 
ways have a stocking, and love 
foe candles in foe church at 
midnight. I’d miss it dread* 
fully if ever I couldn't gel 
someone.” 

There are, of course, odd 
cultural glitches: Mrs Hams 
found foe Nepalese habit of 
washing up under running 
water meant nobody got a hot 
bath for days. But Host 
matches up its families care¬ 
fully. noting if they cannot 
meet conditions over such 
things as smoking or hab! 
meat, or if a student dislikes 
dogs. 

“Mind you," says Host's 
Susie Fairfax, “a single retired 


headmistress in East Anglia 
was a bit dubious about taking 
on a South American family 
with children, because she 
wasn’t used to them. By foe 
end of it they were calling her 
English Granny, and the 
relationship has continued.” 

The chanty is particularly 
popular with former colonial 
families (“always bad marvel¬ 
lous hospitality in India, when 
we were with foe Indian 
army,” says foe Chadbum 
family from Sommct “want 
to return n""j and wifo church 
or scouting families who have 
an interest in particular coun¬ 
tries. Families who have 
adopted children from other 
cultures - Thai, Afro-Canb- 


Libby purves 

• Host. IS Northumberland 
Avenue, London WC2N 5BJ 
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______ Quiz of the Year 13 

» ^ an y Q HjeiPeinbe r who said what to whom, and where, in this memorable first year of the Nineties? Test yourself with this quiz, compiled by George Hill 
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A Why the fancy dress? (a) 

/\brtde escorts unborn chET 
towards altar? 

(M PoJtee don waddr^i disguise to crack, 
alleged crack ring? 

(c) Slashed grants mar costunes in 
Barbican’a HeddaGabfar? 

(d) Bride effects .citizen's arrest on 
wedding gifts pilferer? 


B Who la the masked figure: (a) Tory 
backbencher comes out tor Head¬ 
line In first round of baBot? 

(b) Salman Rushdie at book-signing 
session in Hampstead? 

(c) Sir Ian MacGregor addresses in¬ 
stitute of Directors? 

(d) Employee defies council ban on 
speaking at SNP conference? 


g^Ckuk and darner or Just a bad 
^^habtt? (e) Papal security squad at 
target practice in Vatican? 

(b) Runaway nuns plead with press to 
leave them alone? 

(c) Art thieves cover getaway in snatch 
' convent's £1m Raphael? 

1 Iranian shootmg team in practice at 

1 Games in 


9< 

ias 


D What Is the man on the left doing? 
(a) Dover tkflness patrol trims natts 
for unkempt teenagers? 

(b) Organ transplant st^iad asks poten¬ 
tial donor to give a hand? 

(c) Animal rights chain protest toiled by 
police? 

(d) Agitprop theatre's StruwweJpeter 
gives old tale political edge? 


The Son-headed 
. I knocker of 10 Downing 
.-Street ffeH off on which of 
these eyraboDc dates fai the 

:(a)The day Britain Joined 
theERM? 

r (b) The tfey of Sir Geoffrey 
Howe's resignation speech? 

(c) The day Mrs Thatcher 

' announced her resignation? 

(d) The day John Major en¬ 
tered number 10 as PM? 

; A When Mrs Thatcher de- 
.fcckfed to resign, who said: 

J "TwSght has turned to 
Wghrc 

(a) Teresa Gorman? 

(bj Paddy Ashdown? 

(c) Nell iOnnock? 

(d) Denis Thatcher? 

3 Whidi MP, who (fid not 
support Mrs Thatcher in 
fiie leadership contest, 
said earlier in the yean “May I 

a that my right honour- 
friend the prime minister 
b looking JoUyifice 


)l Heseitine? 
lb) Edward Heath? 

'■(c) Edwina Currie? 

: A Who said of Mrs 
H’ThatdMi's resignation: 

"Now.she’sonfiie. 

*sphea;BkewewUlbe 

soon'*? 

(a) Mbier at a Welsh pit 
-about to dose? 

;-(b) City broker facing reces- 
'i sion shakeout? 

.(c) Dr David Owen? 


5 The government of Ut¬ 
tar Pradesh propoaea to 
release thousands of tun- 
ties into local rivers: 

(a) To rout gangsters, eat 
pizza and cry "Cowabunga"? 
(b) To eat remains of cre¬ 
mated bodies in the Ganges? 
(c) As a source of tortoise- 
shefl for local craftsmen? 

' ISThe Cyprus govenunent 
v -Dhaa protected bench— 

7 where rare tuttes breed 


(a) Asking the British army 
4 to stop exercising on the 

- beach? 

(b) Banning a projected 
3 tourist hotel there? 

-• (c) Prohibiting the sate of 
-turtle taramasalata? 

(d) Imposing a “green levy" 

, on Hero Turtle ticket sales? 

; Within weeks of the 
f British premiere of the Tur- 
-• He movie, the NHS struck 
‘ off its Dat of items supplied on 

fSiP^ra'mW? 

..(b)Turtle soup? 

(c) Surgical boots? 




was ft 

(a) H» 


Herman and Judge C Mr 
Juatfoe Mldiael Dmriea, then 

■-A, B or C who: 

'to his car In 
described it at 
gas "a 
w . old Volvo"? 

' to) Spoke in court of "the 
: secret pleasure most of us get 
■seeing a Rolls-Royce 
damoed”? 

" (c) Said, after he 
tenn “Ms” expteufw- - 
always thought there were 
only three kinds of women: 
wives, whores and 
"mistresses"? 


the 
have 


0Wbo sakh “When I waft 
9 kito the courts of Justice, 
the scatee awing round M» 
a Catherine wheat* 1 ? 

(al Arthur ScargW? 

(b) Ernest Saunders? 

(c) Frank Warten? 


>C A Britain’s tost power 
IU station fue^d by 
chicken dropphya b being 
butt for E20m new: 

(a) Wrexham? 

(b) Dlss? 

(c> Pontefract? 

4 >4 Brttaki’s second 
I I strongest earthquake 
this century had He 


(a) Stripped naked on stage 
ata Grammy award ceremony7 
to) Campaigned tor the 
Democrets ln the US mJd-term 
elections? 

(c) Wanted to sing In new 
records issued as theirs, pre¬ 
vious ones having been 
made only by other singers? 

4 A Who endured three 
IO days of non-stop rock 
music, but then admned 
defeat? 

(a) The Prince of Wales, 
a ttempting to roend more time 
with nis family? 


(b) Manuel Noriega, holed 
up In the Papal nunciature by 
the US army? 

(c) The Strangeways Jail 
rioters? 

■§ A Of the six writers 
I «^shortfistad for this 
year's Booker Prize, foia' 
had been on the ahorlftot be¬ 
fore and another wee a for¬ 
mer Juttoa. Which was (A) the 
fourth-tone carutidate, and 
(B) the only new face? 

(a) Beryl Batobridge? 
tbiA.S. Byatt? 

(c) Penelope Fitzgerald? 


fd) John McGahem? 
(e) Brian Moore? 
(QMofttecaJ Richter? 



20ls Nicholas Ridley, Bis 

Timothy Effl?ar, C is Bar¬ 
oness Wamock, D is John 
Gummer, E is Ron Brawn, 
attd F is Patrick NichoDs— 
then was it A3.CJ3^ or F 
who: 

(a) Pressed his tow-year- 


old daughter to eat a burger, 
to show that he was not 
afraid of mad cow (flseasa? 
(b) Was said by a Judge to 
have been "stupid, idiotic and 
prov o cative" in piiBng a 
six-year-old into his house to 
remonstrate with her for 
taking flowers from ids 


[c) Commended test-tube 
baby research on the grounds 
that hereditary peers would 
find It useful to ascertain the 
sax of a potential heir? 

(d) Launched a i 
against alcohol abuse, i 


was caught drink-driving? 

(e) Said that a common 
European currency was "a 
German racket designed to 
take over the whole of 
Europe"? 

(f) Was charged with crim¬ 
inal damage to the flat of his 
former mistress, and with 
stealing her knickers? 

O 4 Which hitherto invet- 
£ I erato smoker gave up 
the habit? 

(a) Nicholas Ridley? 

(b) Ceng Xiaoping? 

(c) Lech Walesa? 


A A Who (tied this year 
leewing four sons, one 
daughter, 12 Faberge eggs 
and75*000 toy aokfers? 

(a) Malcolm Forbes? 

(b) Armand Hammer? 

(c) Leonard Bernstein? 

A a Who died this year 
£0 leaving a castle, a Pal- 
ladian mansion, a herd of 
1,000 white fallow deer, and 
20JXI0 toy sokfiets? 
fa) Lord Cholmondeley? 

Lord Hamfiton of 
II? 

(c) Lord Daresbury? 


Wrexham? 
Dtss? 

[cj Pontefract? 


y 


A Which If any of the 
I dCfotiawtag events hap¬ 
pened in Cheltenham fills 
year? 

(a) C o ntroversy over choice 
of a black man as the Tory par¬ 
liamentary candidate? 

(b) Kenneth Baker, the Tory 
chairman, teHs party con¬ 
ference: "Let this kfle chat¬ 
ter cease ... there is no 
vacancy and there wm be 
no vacancy... loyalty and 
unity have always been the 

ireat strengths of our party"? 
:) The highest temperature 
ever retaoty recorded any¬ 
where in Britain? 

(d) The Cheltenham Gold 
Cup won by a 100-1 outsider? 

-I A What became of fii# 

IO piaster cast from the 
Prince of Wales’s broken 
aim? 

(a) Raffled for a church 
restoration fond? 

(b) Donated to the National 
Museum of Polo? 

(c) Presented to the sur¬ 
geon who finally set the bone? 


after beating 134 others In 
e race from Humberside to 

*■- - ■- -■--■ fi|U 

Norvuni DUMiyov hk 

(a) Paddy Ashdown? 

(b) Paul Gascoigne? 

(cj The Aga Khan? 

(d) The Queen? 

4 JE A species of ant pre- 
I Qvtousiy unknown to sci¬ 
ence was discovered: 

(a) Eating pizza under a 
manhole In New York? 
fb) On the desk of the presi¬ 
dent of the World Wide Fund 
for Nature? 

(c) Inside the crater of _ 

Erebus in Antarctica? 


(c) Insit 
Mount I 


1 6tion ofFaris has dou¬ 
bled in the past three 
years because: 


In the 

been banned 
because they contain an 
unauthorised drug? 

(b) Unease about the peBets 
has deterred the city’s tramps 
from trapping and eating 

W^SIllimlnation 
■wads have been withdrawn 

pro¬ 
tests from 1 



■i ’■yThechart-toppmg 
1 f popduDMuvanM 
sacked by He manager 
because the two: 


% 



- rwihe senders of die first 

I five correct entries 

-A. drawn will each receive 
'-a copy of The Times Concise 
■ Atlas of the World, worth 
£29.50. 

To enter the competition, 
write down the number (or 
• letter) ofthe questions and pu t 
beside each one the appro¬ 
priate letter for the answer you 
consider correct, eg 1(a), 2(b), 
A(c). 

Note that a tew questions 
Twa y have more than one 
correct answer, for those, put 
every appropriate letter after 
the question number, ejj. 
l(aXbXc). And some require 
you to mat ch a letter in the 
-question to each answer, 
l(a)B, I(b)Q Hc)A. 

Send your solutions witn 
your name and address to 
Quiz of the Year, The Times 


(Features), 1 Pennington 
Street, London El 9XN to 
read) ns by the first post on 
Monday, January 7,1991. The 
-winners* names and the an¬ 
swers will be published in The 
Times on Saturday, January 
12 . 
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B&Q -The D.I.Y 


UP 

TO 


60% OFF 

B&Q KITCHEN UNITS* 
PIUS 


* ‘Up fo 60% Off offer applies to most 
B&Q soft-assembly door and/or 
drawer units only. 

*On any Idtchen purchase over £500 in 
on* transaction until 14th January 1991. 
Subject to statu* 10% deposit required. 


AbmAfuval 3-Way 
SCA|Hv Laddet Converts info 
/Va) slepladder, stairwell 
ein loader or extension 
tlv ladder. WcBja&99 

SALE PRICE 

M^.99 





Vymura Ready Pasted 
Vinyl Wallcoverings. 
(Pattern nos. 95-404, 
95-408,95410,85-552, 
65-555,05900 and 
05901). WOSJE&99 

SALE PRICE 

£ 11.99 

perrod 


SifiMiwrcq>Loft 
Insutotion. An effective 
way to save money 
on healing bills. 

4"(100mm)fhlcfc x 370mm 
wide x 8m long. 
Was£fe#r 

SALE PRICE 

£E.49 

mP pwial 

Also available 
6“ [t50mm) thick x 370mm 
wide x 533m long. 

Was SM9- 

SALE PRICE 

£E>49 
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A dean, modem design that will create a stylish, 
practical bathroom In any home: The suite oomprti 
5mm bath. side panel (end panel extra), basin and 
pedestal, dose coupled wc. and 
cistern, toilet seat, chrome 

finish wastes and ^ p 

chromeflnishteeromlc A 
taps. Mailable in 

Misty Grey or Champagne ■ eaoh 

Was£399.99’ ■ 
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CHRISTMAS 
& NEW YEAR 
OPENING TIMES 

Baring Day--10am to 6pm 

ZTaPPaoamtttf—faTttaBpm 

New Tfeort Eve-5am to 6pm 

New Wall Day—Oomto6pmt 
+Our ScoBsh How amdomd 
on new woaow Mop«n 
Sundays 9om to6pm tnctodmg 
SOSiDeoemDec 

ORDBBYTHONE 

Just •pboneyour local 
B&Q, place your order 
and we’ll deliver free 


FREEDBJVERY 

Any Hem purchased tram 
B&Q Dtl.Y Supercentres can 
be delivered free anywhere in 
Mainland UK, Northern Ireland. 
Isled Wight. Isle of Man, 

Jersey and Guernsey. 


BUY WITH CONFIDENCE 

Well match anybodySsprtce. 
Any Hem bought at B&Q can 
be refunded or exchanged. 
See In store tor more derails 
of our price promise and 
refund policy. 


FOR YOUR NEAREST STORE RING 081-200 0200 

Over275 CU.Y Supercentres nationwicte. 
0«Stnfs!SSi5cnSSSS?a»S5w»ap^SB2 , 3pS<hSS^X 

PriEwaiwtmkH<gitiBmiiiigndie6BaqDBPpr.sowotBganca «Supwai itr«i 
donaWteMrongsofprotoaB. Phgw'pfaeoilo eftwk trowteg. 

Boftmom antes ondlfet^g«teorilaredmxn«w B&Q DJ.Yaeafcetwa: 
Ptares ifiow3tM«tetedafiMry. 



OVER 60's CLUB CARD 

The Over 60^ Club Card 
Is free to anyone 
aged 60 or over 
and entitles the 
holder to 10% off 
all Dl.Y and gardening 
products purchased 
at B&Q on Wednesdays only. 

To pick up your free card, just come 
along anytime to your local B&Q with 
prooTof your aga The Over 60^ Club 
Cord cannot be used In conjunction 
with a B&Q Discount Card or to 
purchase B&Q GHi Vouchers. 

Over 6ffs Club Cards are not available 
in Northern Ireland, 
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deaths and exit, face 



his has been a 
breath-taking year for 
journalists. We have 
seen two new 
launches - and two deaths. 
We have seen editors come 
and go. We have mad the 
Cal cun report on privacy, and 
'seen the birth of the Press 
Complaints Commission. 
And we have been covering a 
succession of stupendous 
news stories. 

The complexity of many 
topics has helped the serious 
papers much more than the 
tabloids, but that was no help 
to the luckless Sunday Corres¬ 
pondent. It began with die best 
of intentions. Unfortunately, 
good intentions frequently 
produce indifferent news¬ 
papers (remember Afews on 
Sunday”). There was from the 
first a lack of charisma aboul 
the paper The magazine was 
excellent and some of the 
news coverage - on scarce 
resources - quite impressive. 
However, promotion was 
patchy and the switch to 
tabloid formal came too late. 
The Independent on Sunday, 
launched in January, is a far 
stronger proposition and 
should prosper when the 
advertising recession is over. 

The Listener died too. 
Weekly magazines of opinion 
need rich sugar daddies to pay 
the bills, and the BBC is too 
poor and too nervous to play 
that role any longer. But a 
circulation of less than 17,000 
suggests that the magazine had 
totally lost its way. 

The other launch was, of 
course, Robert Maxwell's the 
European. First published in 
May, iu July circulation was 
certified at 240,000. It looks 
both serious and elegant — 
indeed, it has won a European 
prize for colour printing — but 
it exudes such a bland and 
timeless quality that so far it 
gives only a pale reflection of 
the amazing Nineties. Ian 
Watson, the editor, admits 
tbai it has been a difficult year, 
but claims circulation has now 
risen to around 300,000, 
mamly ia Europe. With a total 
staff of 180 and ample sup¬ 
plies of copies visible every¬ 
where, it must cost a fortune 
to produce. How much, no 
one is saying. 

Charles Wilson vacated the 
chair at The Times and even¬ 
tually took up the role of 
managing director and editor- 
in-chief of the Sporting Life. 
He was succeeded by Simon 
Jenkins, whom most observ- 


THE PRESS 


Charles Wintour 


ers believe has achieved a 
noticeable change for the bet¬ 
ter, with markedly improved 
coverage of the cultural scene. 
The hurried launch of a new 
Saturday Review stabilised 
the circulation. Meanwhile, 
the previously rather con¬ 
voluted editorial structure at 
the Sunday Telegraph has 
been straightened out Max 
Hastings is now editor-in- 
chief of both newspapers. The 
previously independent 
Worsthorman college has thus 
been brought fully into the 
fold; it suffered a further 
setback when a senior mem¬ 
ber was dismissed for publish¬ 
ing an office confidence. 

In the tabloid field, Roy 
Greens lade has bad nearly a 
fill) year at the Daily Mirror , 
with his efforts to boost sales 
hampered by the recent price 
increase, while his prede¬ 
cessor, Richard Stott, is bat¬ 
tling with the problems of tire 
People — pegging the price 
there has made no difference 
so for. The prospect of an 
eventual management buy¬ 
out. dangled before him by his 
ever-ingenious publisher, Mr 
Maxwell, must spur his efforts 
to get it right. 

I n a year bursting with 
such amazing stories, 
newspapers should have 
flourished as never be¬ 
fore. Yet, looking at the most 
recent rolling averages (for the 
period June to November), 
not one Sunday newspaper, 
popular or quality, is showing 
an increase on last year. The 
Sunday tabloids have lost 
more than 500,000 on the 
equivalent six months. 

Even the prosperous-look¬ 
ing, column-ridden Mail on 
Sunday shows a marginal 
decline. The established qual¬ 
ity Sundays lost 250,000. but 
that was more than counter¬ 
balanced by the Independent 
on Sunday (launched in Janu¬ 
ary) with a sale over that 
period of 344,000. Most of the 
popular dailies are also show¬ 
ing losses, but to a lesser 
degree. The quality mornings 
are fairly stable. 

Of course, within the broad 
figures there are wide vari¬ 
ations. The Daily Express 
under the newty knighted 
Nick Lloyd made up some 


ground on the Daily Mail, but 
the gap is still more than 
100.000. The Daily Mirror is 
closer to the Sun (at last with 
on-the-mn colour facilities of 
its own), but the gap is still 
more than 750,000. Among 
the qualities the performance 
of the Independent is striking. 
Its coverage of the battle for 
the Tory leadership was 
particularly confident and 
free-wheeling, and sales in¬ 
creased by 5,000 in November 
over October. None the less, 
the Guardian did even better, 
increasing its sale by more 
than 15,000 in November. 
Perhaps the anti-Thatcher 
mood of the country helped 
them both, but it did nothing 
for the Observer, down more 
than 100,000 on the June to 
November period last year, 
and now said to be losing 
more than £] milli on a month. 

If circulation proved a prob¬ 
lem for some newspapers, the 


advertising recession hit them 
alL “So it’s been a good year 
for advertisers,” says the op¬ 
timist Alec Kenny of Kenny 
Lockett Booth. “The dev¬ 
elopment of on-tbe-run colour 
has Led to more attractive 
papers.” He reckons that next 
year will be even tougher for 
newspapers; he sees television 
listings, soon available to all, 
as the joker in the pack. 

So for the new year forecast: 
market share of advertising 
will be all-important; in such 
conditions the battle will go to 
the strong. Hard times all 
round will delay the Peoples 
float and restrict new publish¬ 
ing projects to the launch pad. 
The Independent, now tracked 
by continental money, may 
try a burst of promotion. Mr 
Maxwdl wfll spring a surprise 
(he cannot live without them). 
The Press Complaints Com¬ 
mission will be a success, this 
year si least The Gulf war, 
should h come in all its 
horror, will see a singe in tab¬ 
loid sales. And by the end of 
1991, we shall all have read 
too much about one Europe 
and John Mayor. 


At 


s Ian Richardson 
told us. turning Mar¬ 
garet Thatcher’s por- 
rait face down, 
“nothing lasts forever”. 
Within 48 hours, the Tory 
leadership ballot saw the 
incumbent badly bruised; a 
day and a night later she threw 
in the toweL BBCI’s rendering 
of Michael Dobbs’s House of 
Cards, in a script by Andrew 
Davies, demonstrated a felic¬ 
ity of timing for which chan¬ 
nel controllers cheerfully kHL 
Fact soon overwhelmed fic¬ 
tion. Mrs Thatcher, deter¬ 
mined not to be outdone, 
treated the viewing public to a 
pyrotechnic parliamentary 
display. “Pm enjoying this,” 
she bellowed. Her big finale 
reminded us of one of the few 
solid broadcasting achieve¬ 
ments of the Thatcher years, 
the entry of the cameras into 
the Commons. 

Those same cameras had 
earlier lingered on Sir Geof¬ 
frey Howe, as be applied the 
dagger with a relish last dis¬ 
played by Nigd Birch in 1963. 
Birch drew on Browning’s The 
Lost Leader. “Never glad con- 
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broadcast 



Brian Wenham 


fident morning again.” Sir 
Geoffrey’s style was likelier, 
but the pained look on the face 
of Jonathan Aitken behind 
him told alL That look and the 
speech are forever in the 
archive. 

Later that night. Sir Alastair 
Burnet proved he retained an 
edge first displayed 27 years 
earlier in the last days of 
Harold Macmillan. Ova- on 
the BBC the verbal buildings 
of the party chairman were 
being taken at face value: Sir 
Alastair went straight for the 
jugular. “Mr Baker, a divided 
party, regular resignations, by- 
election defeats. Isn't the game 
up?” And then, “but Mr 
Baker, he’s gone, he's left yon, 
it’s over". For a moment 
Kenneth Baker’s customary 
relish for the job in hand 
deserted him. 

In BBCZs Portrait of a 
Marriage, politics took second 
place to the languorous 



Fact and fiction hi Downing Street: Margaret Thatcher bowed oafwhOe Ian Richardson schemed in House of Cards 


tumblings of Vita and Violet. 
Weil-crafted though it was. 
Portrait meandered; Jeanette 
Winterson's sinewy reworking 
of her own novel. Oranges Are 
Hot the Only Fruit, emerged as 
dear winner overall By 
December, a little light les¬ 
bianism had fed its way into 
Capital City, so swiftly do 
yesterday’s taboos become to¬ 
day’s new fashi on. 

These miM varieties of hu¬ 
man behaviour were dwarfed 
by wbat other animals got up 
to in Sir David Atten¬ 
borough's Trials of Life, a 
startling foDow-on from Life 
on Earth and The Living 
Planet. Some critics sniffed, 
feeling jaded, but on any long 
view Sir David's triptych must 
stand as the most singular 
television achievement of this 
century’s last quarter. 

ITV locked into further 
exploration of the dramatised 
documentary. Shoot to KilL, 
Who Bombed Birmingham?, 
and Why Lockerbie? revived 
argument about what is and 
what is not proper. “Straight” 
documentary was not out¬ 
shone, with much yet to reveal 
from behind what was once 
the iron curtain. Peter 
Pagnamenta's Nippon for 
BBC2 scrutinised the sup¬ 
posedly inscrutable with calm 
efficiency, allowing individual 
witness to speak for itself; and 
Peter Taylor proved in The 
Maze: Enemies Within that 
even the absurdity of actors 
mouthing the words of terror¬ 
ists can be made not to ob¬ 
trude and obstruct too much. 

On the sports screen, cricket 
went from triumph to disaster, 
but World Cup football most 
turned the nation’s head 
Gazza blubbed his way into 
the sort of instant celebrity we 
British all too easily equate 
with fame. “Our Man 
Luciano” did well out of the 
cup. “Nessun Donna" soared 
to the top of the chans, so 
much so that Channel 4's 
Drop the Dead Donkey had a 
swear-box for anyone caught 
hamming a phrase. Drop the 
Dead Donkey was the sharpest 
of the new comedies, and 
earned an instant repeat Ben 
Elton and Dave Allen were the 
sharpen individual comedi¬ 
ans, with Mr Allen in particu¬ 
larly fine and funny four-letter 


COUNTRY PROPERTY 


THE APARTMENTS 


ROUND 

UNBEATABLE VALUE 
FOR YOUR MONEY 
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♦ WEY1RIDGE, SURREY 
2 bed jpo Iran 
£ 139,950-£159,950 
IVnUimiso from £249,950 
Td ilN32i 850150 
4 WOKING. SURREY 
4 bed detailed houses Pn<x» 
from £1S7.9S0 £199,950 
Td <(H83j TU7G13 
4 FETCRAM. LEATHERHEAD 
SURREY. 1 & 5 Bed detached 
FVk> -xm n* la ndfcsed. 

Td ll)3Ubi TOS22 
B ST ALBANS, HERTS. 

4 bed da bunplrn £154,950 
Td. (O.'T) 5&78I 


(B martin Grant Homes 



Wc build only high 
quality homes to superb 
specifications and we 
never compromise on 
these points • call now 
and hear about our range 
of incentives for 
December on selected 
plots on all these 
developments - and about 
our special deals for cash 
buvers on every site. 


■ SI. ALBANS, BERTS 

2 ad 3 bed y unam from 
CMSjOOO Do £LB2£QQ 
Td 10727) 45839 at 56711 

■ ST. ALBANS, HERTS 

3 bed kanry kwiSiuibcs 

pnca foam £169,950. I & 2 Bed 
Apvnms woo no be tdesed. 
Td (0727) 56781 

■ BALDOCK, HERTS 
2 & 3 Bed Hama soon 
DbcrekanL 

Td (0727)44044 

■ ABINGDON, OXON. 

4 bedroom PMtboesc. 

Only I ramming £114*500 
Td. (0235; 532420 







THE DETAILS 

Caswell Bay Court. Exceptional apartment 
opportunities on the beautiful Gower Coast. 
Telephone 0792 361216 or 0222 811888 for your 
’ preview brochure. 

//Ml/, Lovell 


OVERSEAS PROPERTY | 


M ratal t ucm i H! . Td 10943) 
a 12171. Flue (0493) ei3M2- 


IViccs correct at time of going to press. 


Development of the month 



ZEBON COPSE, CHURCH CROOKHAM, FLEET, HANTS 


r".' ■ ■ ^wr'5 


A full range of superb homes with 
luxury specifications, offering surely 
the hot value in the Southeast of 
England. 

1 bed from £56^50 . 3 bed daadxd finrn £94JX)0 

2 hed frora£T2JXM j 4 k*d daadied fata £1304)00 

Show Complex Open 7 Days a Week. 
Call sales Tel: (0252) 812620 NOW! 
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HIE TIMES 

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY 
APPEARS EVERY 
WEDNESDAY 

To place your advertisement 
telephone 
Mandy Jones on 

071 481 1986 
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MEDIA APPOINTMENTS 
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Cornett 13 Trauing Programme in Technology Administration 

ELECTRONIC IMAGING SYSTEM IN THE 1990’s 
-MANAGING THE FUTURE- 

ftrofessional Seminar, Work) Trade Centre, London, UJC, 

5th - 8ib February, 1991 

The Seminar wfl) address issues common to all creative communications and media managers. 
production and control and attention to the impact of future technologies signify a need for an 
evaluation of existing practises and conventions. 

Workshops chaired by key figures in the media win look at the Futures Agenda which may act as a 
guide to management skills required to maximise the communications potential of Electronic 
irn * gmg Systems. 

Speakers win inchide leading figures from the printed, electronic and broadcast media, design and 
technology research organisations, manufacturers, and educational institutions. 

The seminar win be supported by Industrial Partners including Crosfidd Sectrooics/Fuji, 
Commodore Business Machines (UK) Ltd, Broadcast Television Systems, Netherlands Broadcasting 
Services Corporation, and Thames Television. 

For further information contact: 

Wendy Alien.- 071-793-0060 

Developments at the London Institute (Dali) Ltd 

Elephant and Castle 

London SE1 6SB 


COMMERCIAL 

PROPERTY 


Near Basildon 

Unique opportunity m open 
countryside. House aid 16 
acres. Many butldtofiS wjtfi 
esaufishea use cenfflcne 
for 81 uses. Atso P/P for 
44,000 sq fr of B1 use. 
sutyeciio section 52 
aoreemert. Afl in qreenMt 
land. Close to M25. 
£775,000 

Td (0288) 710112 
Fax (§258) 710599 


NEW BOND ST 

Furnished offices to lei. 

Prcstigcous business 
address. Mail and phone 
service, secmarial/WJP. 

TeL Helen 
071-4910945. 
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CREME DE LA CREME 


NEW CROSS 
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Teh (071) 358 9669. 
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SECRETARY 

A Leading West 
End Property firm 
urgently requires a 
high grade secretary 
with audio and 
shorthand skills on 
X 4 Mtatt Aastaanewl 

4pfbaima lo HomToT 

Adnriabtndtia 
071429 7282. 
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RENTALS 


HESTER 
TERRACE, KEW 

Brand New Townhou** 
To Let 

4 beds, 3 baths, 

2 receps, garden, 
garage, PF 
EEDOpw 

0819404355 


RENTAL FOR LONG LET 
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form. Elsewhere, 

Routiedge gave what she. 
would call her all as Hyacymn 
Bucket in BBCl’s Keeping Up 
Appearances, mocking tne. 
finer absurdities of Bntain s 
not yet classless society- - 
For the chattering claves,' 
Twin Peaks went nowhere ■ 

most engagingly- 
tof KieriowsJa’s Ten Lom- 
mandmems had much more; 
to it, and came close to those 
European heights earner _ 
scaled by Edgar Reuszs 
Heimai. In our own backyard, , 
Coronation Street vrasjD, and : 
loaether with EasiEnders and; 
The BiU kept the Australian - 
soap invasion back in some ■ 
son of second place. Sleuthing ;, 
was much in vogue, with the 
quintet of Morse, Poirot, 
Wexford, Dalgliesb and; 
Taggart reflecting the II". 
regional strength of which we ^ 
hear so much. ^ 

T he incumbents of - , 
that system are now to 
be put to the auction- 
curo-quality test as ' r 
they seek renewal from the;, 
fledgeling Independent Tele--- 
vision Commission. The TTC " 
wrestles, too, with the wreck- ' 
age of BSB, whose sharehokl- 
ers concluded in November 
that Sky should fell in on 
them, thus halving satellite 
choice overnight. And the • 
BBC waits to bear of sub- ;^ 
inflati on licence increases 
soon to come. The recession 
takes its toll, and broadcasting 
is not exempt. 

But the refreshed political 
scene offers opportunity for:, 
some. Mike Yarwood is an 
early beneficiary of John Ma- . 
jor's emergence at 10 . 
Downing StrreL Spitting /m- ; 
age got in early with a robotic '* 
version of the new leader, to 
the displeasure of those Eight- 
ies Tory image-makers who 
quietly admit they may have a 
Nineties problem on their 
hands. And hovering both in /. 
the wings and on an inside ~ 
track stands the every-ready 
Michael Dobbs, still on a post- 
House of Cards high. Here is \\ 
potential for high mischief At;* 1 
a pre-Christmas do, Mr Dobbs 
was reminded that House of 
Cards deals with the dispatch 
not of Mrs Thatcher, but of ^ 
the successor. Are parallels _ 
intended, or in prospect? ;*» 
Offering his best OmtraJ Of- !. 
fice Tebbit-trained grin, Mr 
Dobbs catcb-phrased back: -' 
“You might think that I could " 
not possibly comment” 
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TELEVISION 


Season’s 


CINEMA 




Disney’s flawed gem sparkles anew 
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GOD has certainly been put 
^™ ] y in Haplace by the BBC. On 
Christmas Day, He rated just 65 
minutes in 36 hours of BBC 
Television air time. Thai did at 

par ^ ,y wjih B ™cc 
Forsyth (not quite such an 
achievement, perhaps, as it would 

de ? ade W He 
still lagged well behind the 80 
minutes devoted to celebrating the 

career of Bugs Bunny 
On Channel 4, by contrast, they 
^ showed that they know exactly 
what fanatical religious devotion 
is all about. I refer, of course, to 
the Coronation Street Birthday 
ifeture, delivered by the Rt Hon 
Roy Hattersley. How fitting to 
commemorate an ancient soap 
with a load of old flannel. 

But then, this was a day of 
cultural treats. Courtesy of BBC 2, 
the high-minded could take their 
pre-lunch sherry to the sight of 
Roger Nonington flailing through 
the Eroica Symphony, and dip 
into their Christmas puds as the 
Amsterdam Concertgebo u w Or¬ 
chestra glided through Liszt's 
Faust Symphony. Actually, to 
spend the whole of Liszt’s Faust . 
\ Symphony eating Christmas pud I 
would be to main* a devil's pact of 
a peculiarly regrettable sort. 

Then they could doze gently 
through Henry Moore and Land¬ 
scape and progress to deep slum¬ 
ber during Philip Glass's sound¬ 
track to a pretentious piece of 
urban stream-of-consciousness 
called PowatjqatsL Our insatiable 
culture-vultures would be saved 
from fast-encroaching rigor mortis 
by a bracing burst of Simon Rattle 
conducting Jan&Cek (the stunning 
Royal Opera production of The 
Cunning Little Vixen), and then 
switch over to Channel 4 for 
Carmen on Ice: possibly the least 
steamy interpretation that the 
Bizet classic has ever received. 

Oh, and I nearly forgot to 
mention Nigel Kennedy, E.T. and 
The Queen — in separate pro¬ 
grammes, of course, which was a 
pity. A conversation among them 
would make a remarkable study in 
9 the variances of spoken En glish. 
Apart from that small matter of 
relegating God to three per cent of 
the air time, the BBC made just 
one big scheduling blunder. That, 
was by not starting broadcasts 
until 7am. All parents of small 
children know that this is at least 
two hours too late. Non-stop 
cartoons from 5am are needed, 
preferably interspersed with hid¬ 
den, subliminal messages along 
the lines o£ “Your parents are 
extremely tired... let them sleep 
... let them sleep.** 

Still, I see that today we have a 
real feast of culture on BBC 2 
again: No n i ngt on conducting 
more Beethoven symphonies. 
Rattle conducting more opera, 
Leonard Bernstein lectures. Mar¬ 
vellous stuff... and thoroughly 
worthy ... well worth the licence 
fee... szz. 

Richard Morrison. 


THEATRE: PICK OF 1990 


Geoff Brown on Fantasia, 
The Mahabharata and 
Almost an Angel , plus the 
best and worst of 1990 


W e are led into the world of 
Disney's Fantasia (U, Can¬ 
non Shaftesbury Avenue) by 
Deems Taylor, composer and 
critic, a horn-rimmed gent and the 
Richard Baker of his day. He tells us to 
expect “designs and pictures and stories” 
inspired by classical music; the bead must 
be cleared, he says in avuncular tnnw, for 
the kind of images that “might pass 
through your mind as you're listening”. 
Yet what kind of mind accompanies Beet¬ 
hoven, Tchaikovsky and company with 
frolicsome centaurs. Hanging hippopo¬ 
tami, darting Cupids with heart-shaped 
bottoms, or fish with come-hither eyes? 

1990 marks this extraordinary film's 
fiftieth anniversary. Each reissue brings 
new audiences, new generations. Twenty 
years ago, the psychedelic crowd pounced 
on the “mind-blowing” colours and extra¬ 
vagant fantasy; the catchment area now is 
probably tots enslaved by Mutant Turtles. 
Copi es have been struck from the original 
nitrate negative: the image looks bright 
and crisp. 

Technology’s weapons have also been 
trained on Ibe music-making of Leopold 
Stokowski, who appears between se¬ 
quences as a God-like magician, alone on a 
podium, conducting nothing but a sunset 
glow. Yet the sound of the Philadelphia 
Orchestra remains distorted in balance, 
disturbed by ungainly stereophonic 
separation. By issuing his film in. 
“Fantasound” — an experimental system 
that needed special equipment — Disney 
lumbered Fantasia with an albatross still 
dinging round its neck. 

The film swings back and forth between 
good and bad, the sublime and the 
ridiculous: that, in part, is its fascination. 
Disney's artists achieve imaginative won¬ 
ders with Mussorgsky's Night on Bald 
Mountain, dipping at the climax into an 
Expressionist palette of vicious blues, 
yellows, reds and Macks. They create 
delicious humour from the prancing 
menagerie of the Dance of the Hours and 
Mickey Mouse’s star turn in The Sorcer¬ 
er’s Apprentice. Beethoven's “Pastoral" 
Symphony, however, conjures up vulgar 
whimsy, while Schubert’s “Ave Maria” 
concludes with the dull thud of piety. * 
“Gee, this'll make Beethoven,” Disney 
is supposed to have said. Fantasia did not 
even make Disney. But this curate's egg 
has held its ground over 50 years, losing 
none of its power to leave audiences of any 
age detighlPtfl, amamd, and aghast. 

Those searching for a more intellectual 
post-Christmas treat can always go to 
Peter Brook’s The Mahabharata (U, 
Barbican CSnema, Gate Netting Hill). 
This cinema version ofhis renowned stage 
epic, called from Indian mythology, lasts a 
mighty three hours, though as the tele¬ 
vision version lasts seven, the May nine, 
and the Sanskrit source takes up 18 
volumes, we have actually got off lightly. 

After an opening flourish of bewildering 
sights —a king’s wife giving birth, for 
instance, to a large black ball — the film 
settles down to a graspahle narrative about 
rival branches of a ruling family: the five 
sons of Pandu, and the hundred sons of the 
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Star tnmfo the mask of Dukas: Mickey Mouse appears as the Sorcerers Apprentice in Walt Disney's 1940 feature, Fantasia, which has been reissued yet again 


blind king Dhritharashtra. Pandu’s sons, 
guided by Krishna, return from exile to 
fight for their territory, discovering in the 
process that war negates all concept of 
right and wrong. The cast is drawn from 
Brook’s loyal troupe at his International 
Centre of Theatre Research. The language 
is English, the inflection often French; the 
actors, befitting a story of universal 
significance, come from as far afield as 
Vietnam, Poland and Senegal 

Over the years. Brook has periodically 
attempted the dangerous liaison between 
theatre and cinema. Theatre always gets 
the upper hand: especially here, where 
characters unload their philosophical 
thoughts among rocks with the weight of 
papier macht. In Hve performances, Brook 
regularly wr e s t s ma g ic from minimal 
settings; here, the camera’s dose scrutiny 
and the drab colour makes it fir harder for 
audiences to fell under the spdL Talk is 
everything: wise wands, delivered with 
passion and clarity, bid talk all the 
Im agi ne what Kurosawa would have made 
of the dimactic battle; Brook, attuned to 
the characters’ inner anguish, tosses away 
the spectacle in a few muddy flumes. 

The Mahabharata offers food lor the 
mind, if not the eyes. Paul Hogan's new 
American film. Almost an Angel (PG, 
Empire), offers neither; nor does it capita¬ 
lise satisfactorily on the proven appeal of 


the Crocodile Dundee star. Hogan (work¬ 
ing from his own script) plays a seasoned 
thief who brushes with death and returns 
to life; so he thinks, as a probationary 

aSst-food outlet to gr^foe^rorfy^MO 
tuna rolls. Moving to fresh fields, he 
befriends an embittered youth with a 
Spinal tumour, romances his sister, and 
restores life to her recreation centre. 


H ogan’s cheerful i rreverence 
prompts a few early chuckles, 
but the combination of feeble 
jokes and a dawdling pace 
swiftly brings the fihn to hs knees. The 
director is John Cornell, Hogan's partner 
from his Australian days; while Linda 
Koriowslri, adornment of both Dundee 
films, gets stuck witii the ***** of the 
earnest girl who begin* with glasses and 
swept-back hair but unlocks her beauty in 
time for the happy ending. 

Supernatural themes staged ■ remark¬ 
able Hollywood comeback this year, 
wooingaitdieaces with comforting notions 
of life beyond tbetumalt of a century and 
civilisation fast running out of time- The 
emesging fashion did nothing to help 
Steven Spielberg's Always at the box- 
office, though the meretricious Ghost took 
off during the summer, leaving much- 
hyped blockbusters panting for breath. 
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Warren Beatty's version of Dick Tracy 
was rammed hard down our throats. Fora 
film derived from the screaming panels of 
a comic-strip, however, it seemed a 
remarkably frigid exercise. David Lynch's 
Wild at Heart, another target for ballyhoo, 
went to the other extreme, of feckless 
indulgence. Neither earns a place on my 
Best Films of the Year list. 

So what films do? I would be loath to 
nominate the traditional ten, though 
bouquets have been earned by a large 
handful. Martin Scorsese's GoodFellas, 
flawed though it was, restored dynamic 
thrust to American narrative film-making; 
Jane Campion's Sweetie and An Angel at 
my Table showed an enormous new talent 
wielding afresh pair of eyes. The restored 
print of Jean Vigo's 1934 classic, 
LXlalante, recalled cinema’s potency as a 
vehicle fat poetic fantasy; while Alan 
Rudolph's undervalued Love at Large 
took the detective genre for an eqjoyaMy 
crazy walk. 

-Bntish cinema kept a low profile, 
though there were scattered achievements. 
Philip SaviHe and Michael Eaton’s black¬ 
list tale. Fellow Traveller, tackled intelli¬ 
gent subject-matter with aplomb; The 
Krays forged a fierce psychological dra ma 
from the East End brothers’ lives and 
crimes. In the shoestring budget division, 
the Amber coflecti ve’s In Fading Light, set 


against northern England's declining fish¬ 
ing industry, brought a raw air of reality to 
the wilting semi-documentary form. 

Whit Stillman's Metropolitan, a sleek 
comedy of manners, was the year's most 
surprising debut; Patrice Leconte's intense 
tale of sexual obsession. Monsieur Hire, 
unearthed a valuable French talent new to 
Britain (though this was his ninth feature). 
The year's most intense and challenging 
cinema appeared on the small screen, not 
the large. Krzysztof Kieslowski's cycle The 
Ten Commandments, transmitted by the 
BBC, rigorously explored the quagmire of 
modem morality, and showcased the 
virtues of strict cinematic control in a 
flatulent age. 

As for brickbats, two must be buried 
with particular force: one at Joel 
Schumacher’s Flatliners, for being oppres¬ 
sively over-designed, shallow and ghoul¬ 
ish; another at Bird on a Wire, for 
insulting the audience's intelligence. 

Finally, my prizes for the year's most 
absurd titles. Staff Stephanie m the 
Incinerator and Chopper Chicks in 
Zombietown — neither yet released in 
Britain —earn high marks for cheek. 
However, an American television feature. 
Where Pigeons Go to Die, narrowly wins, 
because of its plangent intimations of 
boredom ahead. Who cares where pigeons 
go to die? 


Measures of love 
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* , Dancing at Lughnasa ishisptey of the year 
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T his year, 1990, was the year 
when the Royal Shake¬ 
speare Company exiled it¬ 
self to Stratford, David MeUor 
ended his stint in the cultural 
counting house by securing un¬ 
expectedly large sums for the 
nation’s troubled theatres, and the 
Arts Council proceeded to share 
out the loot somewhat less than 
cvenhandedly. It was the year 
when everybody who was not 
saving the Young Vic, performing 
in a Sondheim musical, celebrat¬ 
ing Arthur Miller's 75th birthday, 
or directing King Lear, seemed to 
be writing plays about the Eastern 
bloc, not always very good ones. 

But it was also a year which 
brought to tire National a new play 

that will surely be revered and 
revived when such transitory 
happenings have been relented to 
the theatrical Amid all the 

financial babble and cultural bur¬ 
ble, Brian Friel's Dancing at 
Lughnasa unpretentiously embo¬ 
died more lasting virtues: com¬ 
plexity, depth, magic, spirit, souL 
On one level. Dancing at 
Lughnasa is another Irish mem¬ 
ory-play, like Hugh Leonard’s Da 
or Friers own Philadelphia, Here I 
Come. It cannot be a coincidence 
that the narrator, like the author, 
was aged seven in 1936, the year 
he spends the evening revisiting; 

nor can it be accidental that, again 

like his author, he was brought up 
near the western border of Ulster 
and Eire. What matters, though, is 
that Frid writes as though he has 
lived out his play, if not literally 
then imaginatively. Nowadays it 
is fashionable to dismiss this as 
nostalgia. On this occasion, it 
would be better described as a 
quiet intensity of love and regret. 

The main characters are the five 
Mundy sisters, second cousins to 
Chekhov’s three Pruzorovs, and, 
rather like them, precariously 
dinging to the remnants of their 
gentility in the rural ou tbad e. 
Chris is the narrator’s unmarried 
mother, still in love with his 
restless, feckless father. Rose, 
mentally subnormal, launches 
into an affair with a local bad boy, 
and then loses her job, as does 
Agnes. Maggie, unemployed from 
the start, forlornly plays the family 
joker. “Hair cracks are appearing 


everywhere,” confides Kate, the 
eldest and most responsible sister. 
“Control is stipjping away. The 
whole thing is so fragile it can’t be 
held together much longer.” 

Disintegration, collapse and ex¬ 
ile are fa m'Ear Irish themes, but, 
as Friel bandies them, they are 
simultaneously funny and painf ul, 
wholly particular and hauntingly 
resonant, like distant muse echo¬ 
ing across a valley. JDascu^ at 
Lughnasa is not, repeat not, just 
an elegiac study of social chan ge. 
It is about human hope, dis¬ 
appointment and resilience. There 
is more tfawi a hint of Beckett in 
Friers play, mellower though it is 
than anything the older Irishman 
could bring himself to write. 

But it is something else that 

finally gives the evening its special 
quality, something embodied in 
the title. Lughnasa is a Celtic 
leftover, a druidic harvest festival 
which annually sets the local 
people dancing round fires and 
sometimes doing barely mention- 
able things in their glow. 

Little wonder, perhapSj that the 
only male Mundy, himself a 
priest, has returned from an 
African leper cokmy converted or 
reconverted to paganism. The play 
is never more hilarious than when 
be blandly recommends polygamy 
or blood sacrifice to his st unn ed 
sisters. It is also never more to the 
point. 

What Friel is suggesting is that 
old, heathen forces are alive if 
suppressed in God-fearing BaHy- 
beg, and may at any time burst 
out, like steam through plating less 

sturdy than it looks. The form 
these lake can be funny, joyous, 
ugly, liberating, or all those things 
at once. , 

How many contemporary play¬ 
wrights are capable of bringing 
such rich ambiguity to matters so 

^Onfoeevidence of 1990. few if 
any. There was subtlety and a new 
warmth in Simon Gray’s latest 
portrait of the scribbling classes m 
emotional disarray. Hidden 
Laughter. In her Mad Forest , the 
best of those plays about the 
upheavals in Eastern Europe, 
Catyl Ch urchiH showed that poli¬ 
tics and dramatic complexity can 
coexist But there was evidence of 
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Alec McCowen, Catherine Byrne (front) and Anita Reeves in 
Dancing at Lughnasa, as seen at the Royal National Theatre 


insularity and clockwork thinking 
in too many of the new socially 
significant plays. 

As far as drama is concerned, 
the disappearance of Mrs 
Thatcher should prove a great 
boon. Playwrights may at last start 
ihintring through their political 
agenda instead of hatefully react¬ 
ing to a convenient hare-figure. 
But it will take more than a change 
of leader to dent the sentimental 
marxism of Edward Bond, once a 
major dramatist but now, as his 
anti-war Jackets //indicated, lost 
to paranoia cari¬ 

cature. 

And another thing. While I am 
using Lughnasa to belabour just 
about everything else in 1990, let 
me not forget Patrick Mason's 
beautifully judged production of 
the play, a blend of requiem ami 
tarantella without one jarring 
note. What a contrast with the 
visual ado of A Clockwork Orange 
or of the West End revival of 
Vadav Havel's Temptation, and 
refreshing; after the excesses of 
John Malkovich in Bum This, the 
year’s most overpraised perfor¬ 
mance. 


There have always been actors 
who have shown off and upstaged 
others. In recent years there have 
also been plenty of directors 
pre p ar ed to impose their own 
intellectual prejudices on innocent 
texts. But the passing of the 19th 
century should surely have 
marked the end of the sort of 
hamfistccDy extravagant produc¬ 
tion designed, not to embody a 
play, but to distract the audience 
from its actual or supposed short¬ 
comings. That inevitably brings 
me back to Moscow Gold, the 
year's greatest disappointment. 

What a pity that the RSC, which 
had an exceptionally strong season 
at Stratford, should have elected 
to send so feeble a piece to Russia. 
The Soviet people have sufferings 
enough this winter without being 
subjected to Howard Bremen and 
Tariq Alf s schoolroom crush on 
President Gorbachev. 

The piece uniquely combined ' 
intellectual boorish ness with mer¬ 
etricious show. It might have i 
come from a different galaxy to ! 
that which produced tire under- 
stared sensitivity of Dancing at 
Lutfmasa. 


S omewhere in transit between 
New Yoric, New York, and 
York, Yorkshire, a malignant 
bug has. mugged Victor Lewis- 
Smith’s inner tubes. A rackin g 
cough is bad news for a broad¬ 
caster who records the voices and 
music and sound effects for his 
own programmes in bis own front 
room. “If we recorded a show now 
all the characters would have flu.” 
So tire advertised Christmas Spe¬ 
cial tonight on Radio 1 will be 
replaced .fay the compilation of 
pacey, risky, puerile and sharp- 
edged programmes that won. 
Lewifr&uiih- and his co-writer 
Paul Sparks this year’s Radio 
Comedy Award. 

- At the ceremony he made a 
speech which mysteriously dis¬ 
appeared before transmission. Be¬ 
neath improbable matted 
dreadlocks his pudgy features 
assume a mildly puzzled ex¬ 
pression. “I just said that TV 
peopfego to all the hip joints while 
radio people have to have plastic 
ones fitted.” 

The “studio” contains a word- 
proces*or, a synthesizer and dec- 
trie piano, a fat red-to-red Rev ox 
tapttteck .and, crucially, a DAT 
double tapedeck that enables hiss- 
free multi-tracking for the manic. 
Sclera-inspired crowd scenes. A 
tenor saxophone stands mute 
before a music stand bearing a 
half-written composition, Lewis- 
Smith’s subject at the University 
of York. Sparks has a PhD in 
music. 

Their sardonic double act tends 
to, derail Pythonesqnely. When 
Lewis-Smith tells me that Harry 
Enfield used to live across tire 
square. Sparks butts in with: 
“Albert Camus, he was another 
one.- What a bastard, always 
cominground for milk.” 

Tire room has not a scrap of 
sound insulation; in summer 
birdsong intrudes. “If the BBGs 
head of engineering walked in here 
he would get the place con¬ 
demned. But it is much faster here 
than if we were working in 
Broadcasting House. 'And it is 
easier to have control when you're 
away from, the Light Enter¬ 
tainment clique.” 

As a sometime producer for 
Radio 4 (“You can see the 
suffering in my eyes”) Lewis- 
Smith has a technical mastery of 
the medium which enables true 
creativity. 

Next month he and Sparks and 
associates are bidding for the local 
commercial radio franchise. “The 


The iconoclastic 
programme maker 
Victor Lewis-Smith 
richly deserves his 
success, according to 
Martin Cropper 

idea of the formal studio will go, 
■we will use clip-mikes in an 
ordinary room. We are geared for 
television as well,” he remarks, 
pointing to a 1959 ex-BBC TV 
camera in the comer, “if we can 
convert the country to 405 lines. 
We have formed a company called 
Associated RediflusUm Television 
Productions. It's legal.” 

But the most celebrated item of 
h a rdwa re present is the telephone 
from which Lewis-Smith makes 
surrealistic calls to a variety of 
hapless victims. Though meticu¬ 
lously mapped out in advance, 
these pranks can easily boo¬ 
merang. A conversation with Mc¬ 
Donald's in Moscow (“a take¬ 
away order for my friends Burgess 
and Madean”) foundered when he 
ov e rstepped the mark with a 
comparison between a Big Mac 
and Sputnik 2: you can be certain 
the sputnik will have a dog in it. A 
high-handed call to a public school 
headmaster came unstuck when 
Lewis-Smith pressed the subject of 
corporal punishment in too much 
detail 

He is not above biting the 
corporation that feeds him. To¬ 
night's broadcast features a 
crunchingly funny and rather 
appalling phone call to the pro¬ 
ducer of That's Lffe, in which the 


prankster announces himself as a 
paraplegic who can play “The 
Sailor’s Hornpipe” in four sec¬ 
onds flat while his pet dog runs in 
and out of the spokes of his wheel¬ 
chair. The call climaxes with 
Lewis-Smith pretending to fall 
over and moaning for help, to the 
consternation of the listening BBC 
staff 

The blithe impudence of these 
projects would be nothing without 
their luminous bad taste: others 
try, he delivers. Lewis-Smith can¬ 
not quite understand (a) how be 
manages to get away with it and 
(b) why there are not more 
complaints from the great listen¬ 
ing public. “There really cannot be 
any ghetto areas. If you are going 
to write and broadcast comedy 
you cannot be touchy about 
anything, least of all yourself. We 
have done stuff that could easily 
be interpreted as right-wing, but 
better that than no-go areas.” 

In the steps of Joe Orton and 
Henry Root, be occasionally fires 
off ludicrous complaining letters. 
Three members of North York¬ 
shire CID once turned up during a 
dinner party looking for “a Mr 
Rees-Bunce” who had shut down 
a soup factory’s production line 
white the company searched the 
French Onion vats for condoms. 
All the same, he dislikes Jeremy 
Beadle — “There is no edge 
there” — and disdains all those 
who fix their accents in whichever 
direction. “I despise Nigel Ken¬ 
nedy, he rings untrue.” His 
magnificently cruel demolition of 
the populist fiddler purports to be 
in aid of The Patronising Mu¬ 
sicians' Benevolent Fund. Enjoy. 

• The Best of Victor Lewis-Smith is 
broadcast on Radio J tonight at 
I0.3Qpm. 
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NEW RELEASES 

41 MO S T AH ANGEL (PQ); Operates 
OnM«arP3iri Hogan as a professional Diiof 

mo Moves he ha* returned twin tile 
dM to & good dMd&FeobteeaGtntcn into 
wmw^dke^johi 
Comal. «dth Undo KadowsM. 

Camara: Baker Street (671-935 9773) 
Rttm Rood pn-ara 2B3SJ Oxford Stmt 
(tm-6380310). 

FANTASIA (U): Disney's famous 
wtawBsatai of popular concert etas** 
ricochets between me ctafming, the 
clew, ond the di>aatraualycuta With Michay 
Mou&e Bathe Sorcerer's Apprentice; 
male played by Leopold SMonta and the 
PModdptto Orchestra. 

Candor Partway (071-267 7034) Cannon 
ShaftMtxffy Avenue [071-8366821} Screen 
on the Green (071-2263520). 

THE MAHASHARATA (U):Thrwhour 
wrewn of Pstor Brook’s stage epic wfreh 
dahee Into Intel legends about the 
history oftha world VtsuoDydob. though the 
matortal gradusty compete attention. 

Berttcan (071-6388391}. 

CURRENT 

♦ AN ANGELA! MY TABLE (15); Jtxte 
Campion’s axcelant ten shout the Now 
ZoMnt «Htter Janet Frame. 

Renoir (071-837 8402). 

♦ BLUE STEEL (18fc Tough, blood- 
mattered potce Owner wHti a temWst start 
(ram director Knrrnyn Ggetow. 

Cannon Oxford Street (071-6360310) 

OdeoRX Kensington fffM-6026644/5) 
Mezzanbw (071-3306111}. 

COME SEE THE PARADISE (15): Akn 
Farter’s romantic drama about the American 
treatment of the Japanese altar Ftoart 
Haitxr. handaomaty motne d 
Odeon Hoymerfcat (071 ■639 7687). 

TW COMFORT OF STRANGERS (IQ: 

Rupert Everett and Natasha Richards o n 
moocf w g around Venice, faflmg prey to 
the waiped Christophar Walken. Laborious 
psychological drama 
CuRsn Mayfair (071-489 3737). 

4 FLATUNERS (15): Kiefer Sutherland. 

Jiffs Roberts and Kanin Bacon as medicM 
studnapro&nfl the txxmdanea b e twe e n 
death end Ha. Director, Joel Sctunachar. 
Cannons: Cheteaa (071-352 5096) 

Tottenham Court Road (071-636 8148) 
CMeons: Kensington (071-602 6644) 
Mezzanine (071-930 6111) Swlsa Cottaga 
(0426914 096) Whtteteys (071-732 
3303/3324). 

4 THE FRESHMAN (PG): Ouirhy, uieven 


TTMES WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 26 1990._ 


Geoff Brown's assessmen t of Aims 
m London and (where indicated 
with tha symbol ♦) on release 
across the country. 

Note: Ptease check with dnemas for 

changes to opening tones during tha 

Christmas woek 


spoof of The Godfetosr. with Mahon Bnutdo as 
the mobster who hires a Naw York film 
student (Matthew Broderick) ss a ddhrory-boy. 
Wi to r - dfcoc to r, Anctaw Bergman. 

Odsonx Kensington (071-602 6644/5) 
Mezzanine (071 ^30 8111). 

4 GOOOFELLASfltf Marti Scorsese’s 
gangslw epic totaling a New York hoodun’s 
rise and tail. With Robert Da Nho. 

Cannon Fiteom toad (071-370 2636) 

Curzon West Bxl (071-438 4805) SC»sn on 
BafcsrSmsat (071-9352772) WNtetays 
(071-7923303/3334). 

4 HENRY AND JUNE (IQ: AnA Mn’s 
pasdonata affair with HanryMBer in bohemian 
Ms recreated wtth a grantare n* by 
director PhipKauftnan. 

Qmnon Fuffttm Road (071-370 2636) 

Bnpfra (071-4079999) Netting tfll Coronet 
(071-7Z7 6705) WWtBleys (071-782 
3303/3324). 

4 HOME ALONE (PG): Plucky kid Wt 
alone at Christnwa wants off tMittng 
bW^aiB- Broad. machinfrtootod American 
tamiy fist tram wrftBrpwduosr John Hughes. A 
UgUSMt. 

Camden Parkway (071-3E7 7034) 


Andersen’s fantasy. __ 

OdaorccHaymarkirt (071-839 7697) 
Kanamon (1771-6026644/51 SwfeaCottaga 
(071-7229905 wamar (071-4390791) 
Wl tH B to p i (D71-7923303/3324). 

METROPOUTAN (if* WW Stfltaan’s 
wtckajymni c coiiMdy of netware sat among 
tew York’s debutantes and preppiMOWr 
one Cwstmas hoMay WnydWRjift, 
angsatog yuung actor&jdesgndkerton. 


Children’s Christmas shows 

Jeremy Kingston reviews what’s on stage in London, and sugges ts productions nationwi 


(071-8391SZ7) Oxford Stmt (071-636 
0310) Octoora: Kanatogam (071-6026844/5) 
Swtaa Oottaga (071-722 5905) Mazzartna 
(071-830 6111) Wsnwr (071-4380791) 
WMtatoya (071-7923303/3324). 

4 THE HOT SPOT (18): Raging sexual 
bee and duWWtyin a lazy Texas town, 
dolorously evoked by director Dennis 
Hopper. Don Johnson as the drifter who 
worths a hornet’s nast 
Carman Chabea (071-3525096) Prtnce 
Charteo (071-4378181). 

THE ICICLE THIS 7 (PG): Greatly 
engaging comedy sottasing Ratal neo-resffssi 
and the screening ofBms on television. 
Whtten and dfractad by. and staffing. Meutdo 
Mcheth - an Kalian comic hugely popular 
on his home turl. 

Metro (071-437 0757). 

4 THE UTILE MERMAID (U): Haney's 
much-touted version ol Hans Christen 


□ BOOKEND& Disappointing amply 

tala ol two Itwary blokes: Mtohaai Hordam and 
Dinedale Lanctan try to find some content. 
Apod o, Shatteabury Avenue. W1 (071-437 
2663) UndengrouxJ; PjocatWy. MorvFri. 8pm, 
Sat. 830pm. mat Sal, 5pm. Running time: 

2hrc. Ends January 12. (Opan Jan 1) 

□ THE BOYS NEXT DOOR: Tom 
Grfftin'a patranr si ng view ol the man t al ly W- 
aefuated. Fine aettag, with Steve 
Guttanberg. Transfer from Ham pstead. 
Comedy Theatre. Panton Street, SW1 
(071-8671045). Undarnmuid: PlccacBy Mon- 
Thurs, Bpm, Fri, Sat. 830pm. mats Fa Sal, 
S30pm. Running time: 2hrs lOrmns. Ends 

Saturday- 

■ DANCING AT LUGHNASA: Brian 
Friars haurrtrngty baautiM mommy play that 
famgs Donegal Catholic pnxtay up 
against pagan ecstasy. 

National (Lyttelton). South Bank. SE1 
(071-828 2252). Underground/BR: Waterloo. 
Tonight, tomorrow, 730pm, mat tomorrow, 
2.15pm. Running timft 2m SOmuis. 

B GASLIGHT: Ante CoaUedne's 
starertrly alm uaptwric production of Patrtefc 
Hamlion'a thrtter. Performances sxcetalt, 
the pkX (pipping. 

Greenwich. Quoin’s W. SE10 (081-858 
7756). (Mali Ral: Oeenwich. MonSat, 

7.45pm, mats VUedFn, 330pm. Sat. 

230pm. (Ckwed Jan 1) 

□ GASPING: John Gordon SmcA aid 
Jkn Carter in Ban Elton’s greenish comedy. 
Rather over tha top but lots of ku«ha. 

Theatre RoyaL HaymaikoL SW1 ((171-030 
8800). Undergrouid: PiccadHy. Mon-Thurs, 

8pm, Fii, Sat, B30pm. mat Sal, 5pm. 

Runniig t»TK 2m SOnkis. Enda February 16. 
(CknedJBM) 

□ HIDDEN LAUGHTBt: HannobGoRton 
and Paler Baikworth in Simon Gray'a thought- 
prowkmgptay. 

Vaud e vWa. Strand. WC2(071-8369967). 
Underground- Charing Oona. MorvFri, 7.45pm, 
SaL 830pm, mats Wed, 3pm. Sat, 5pm. 

Rumng tana: 2hrs ISmina. (Open Jan 1) 

■ INTO THE WOODS: Sondtaii's witty 
mbc of takytaies: ^anmer than Gnmm in tha 
that half, tuns etehy theraatter. 

Phoenix, Chamg Cross Road. WC2 (071- 
2409661). Underground: Tottenham Court 
Road MoivSat, 730pm. mats Thure, SaL 
230pm. Running tima: an SGrttos. (Opan Jan 

□ THE MYSTERY OF IRMA VB»: Spool 
Gothic melodrama, rangng between the 
fareicaSy tunny and the feebly frantic. 
Ambassadors, West Sheet. WC2 (071- 
B366111). Underground-Leteestor Square. 
Mon-Sat, Bpm. matsThws, 3pm. SaL 4pm. 
Running tkna: 2hre. Ends January 5. (Open Jan 


CMOERELLA: London City BsM hes 
wneiy chosen an aBemaiive Christmas choioa 
for Its London season. The production, 
choreographed by WUam Morgan, is changer 
on comedy then on romance and Is 
uttanamadly a production tor people vranUng 
a fun rwghl out Lavish designs by Johan 
BigeL 

Samar’s Waffs. Rosebery Avenue, London 
EC1 (071-27BB916). 230pm, 7.30pm. 

THE NUTCRACKBI: There are two 
performances today of Rarer Wright's version 
tor tha Royal Ballet The matmto features 
company oebuta by Oaroay Bu89di and Stuart 
Caasaty as the Sugar Bun Faay ana the 
Pmce. and in the tatei perfor man ce. Vhrona 
Dtnme a partnered by Bruca Sansom. 

Royal Opera Houm. Covera Garden. 


Jeremy Kingston’s assessment of 
current theatre in London 
■ House full, returns only 
H Some seats available 
□ Seats at an prices 
Note: There may be sffght changes 
to performance times during the 
Christmas week 

g OUT OF ORDBR: Donald Stodan pufta, 
Michael WHoms panics, in Hast 
Ray Cooney (area: over-plotted, mdor- 
daMtoped. 

Shaftesbury, Shaftesbury Atrenue, WC2 
(071-3795399). Unds^pound: Hotoom. MorvFri. 
8pm. Sat 830pm, mats Wad, 230pm. Sm, 
530pm. Running time: 3m ISmfeu. (Open Jan 

E PIANO: Awkward but Nghfy watchaMa 
ext en si on by Trevor aWtfa of Chekhovian 
themes and character*. 

National (Cottaaioa) (as loft). Tonight, 
tamonow. 730pm. Runnaig ti m e: 2hra lOmina. 

□ PRIVATE LIVES: Keith Baxter. Joan 
CalHna and Sara Croww in Cmmdli oomedy. 
Aldwych, Aktwych. WC2 (071-838 8404). 
Undargrawf: Covert Ganten. MorvFri. 8pm, 
Sot 830pm. mats Wad. 3pm, SoL 5pm. 

Running time: 2hre 15mina. Enda January 2& 
(Open Jen 1) 

n THE RBfEARSAL: Ian McOamWrs 
etyMi production (ooatumw by Jasper 
CPnran) of AnouBi’s aoduedon play. 
Garrick.ChutogCroaaRoad,WC2(071- 
3798107). Underground: Letoeatar Square. 
Man-SaL 7.45pm, mats Tubs. &m, SaL 
4pm. Rumng Urns: am 30mms. (Open Jan 1} 

□ THE ROCKY HORROR SHOW: 

Raucous and wild, bold and Mzam; a omeft nea 
oaalenmg reck muaicaL 

PICCadMy, Denman Street W1 (071-867 
1116). Undvground: BccadHy Cireua. Mon- 
Thure. Bpm. Fri, Sat 7pm and 9.15pm. 
RurvwigtlniB: IhraOmins. (Open Jar 1) 

B RUSS ABBOTS MADHOUSE: 

Affable Run poorly served by sWe material in 
okMashionadstaw. 

London P nff at li a ii, Argyle Street Wt 
(071-437 7373). LtodargrouickCMtsd Chore. 
MotvSat 230pm and730pm. Ruining 
Uma: araSOmina. (Open Jan 1) 

O SCENES FROM A MARRIAGE: Alan 
Howard and Penny Downs in Bergman's two- 
hander dfea^jpHii«C%r alack irflar Its 
tranotertrom Crachestar. 
wyndham’s, Charing Cross Rtred. WC2 
(071-867 1116 ). UndargraunctLaicaatar 


London WC2 (0713401066/1911), 230pm, 
730pm. 

AUSTB4 BROTHSIS CIRCUS: The 
renowned gbcub returns to Battersea Park wffh 
Its UMffll vahwtor-money show. Expect 

Mongglen contartnnati. the awanHMmninB 
KenjaXs downs and vanoua aanol acta (no 
wild animals si the mg). 

Hippodrome Tent Battersea Park, 

London SW11 0)71-9241111), 3pm. 8pm. 

GEORGE MELLY: BesM SmWi’a Engksh 
descendant continues his annual nwdoncy 


836 0®1)Scra«ri on the HB (071-435 
3366). 

4 THE NEVeOfflfNG STORY PART 2 
mv A reftjm vteri lo tfw toftdOtFfrtasia. 

JS?5S5£S35SSK«-. 

Oxford Strod (071-6380310) Warner (071-4® 
0791) WMtatoya (071-7BZ3303/3324). 

4 PR6SUMB?WNOCENT(l5^Alan 
J. Pakula's ihsamg, thoughts vff&cn d S«4t 
Turow s beaaefler. urttti Hameon Ford and 
Grots Scaccfu. 

Carmona: FUham Road (071-370 2B36) 
Panton Sheet (071-930 0631) Tottenham 
Court Hoed (071-636 6T48) Warner (071- 

439 0791) WWtatoy* (071-792 3303/3324). 

TH E SHELTBUNG SKY p Sp A cMtag 
uwd (by Pad Bowles) fbnedwdb a Manning 
visual Gwaep by Bernardo Bertuluaa with 
jolii Maflwwch and Dabra Winger. 

Odeon Leteastar Square (07T8GQ Bill). 

4 TSNAGE MUTANT NINJA TURTLES 
p>G): Noiay, eharmtera taatueJength advert 
for the new pop culture (ad. 

Camon Chetoaa (671-3S S0S6) OdMadc 
Kensington (071-602 8844/S) Swiss Cottage 
(0428914 098) Wear End (071-930 
52S2/7615) WMtatoya (071-792 3303/3324). 

THREE SISTERS (12): CheMxxr updated 
to an Itetai uniwraity town m Die 1980s. 

Sparks By from dl three acfreaaas (Fanny 
Ardant Grata Scacchi, Vterta Goino). yet tha 
flbn stays in imr gear. Director. Maigtaatha 
vcnThXta. 

Premtara (071-4394470). 

TIME OF THE GYPSIES (15): Noisy 
account of Yugoslav gypsy youngsters 
conscripted kiu an amry ofthmas. 

Dazzling set-pieces, but the disjointed 
narradva saps ma Hm's energy. 

Camden Raza <pr\ 486 3443) Chelsea 
Cinema (071-3513742). 

A WORLD WITHOUT PITY (15): Ufa and 
loves ol a Randan layabout; a ptumwig debut 
by young Frenc h effra cto r Eric Roctiant, 
with teaming portwmances Qrfippolyia 
QrardoL Mrerte Pamer). 

Renoir (671-837 8402). 


Square. Mon-Sat, 8pm, mats Thura, 3pm, 

Set 4pm. Running time: 2hra 20mm. Ends 
January 26. (Ctead Dec 26,31. Jan 1) 

B THREE StSTERS: Three Redgraves In 
admirable rf over-busy production: Vanessa 
and Lynn outstanding as the aider girls. 
Queen’s, Sheftesbuy Avenue, Wi (071- 
734 1166). Underpound: ftccadby Circus. 
Mon-Sel, 730pm, mats Wed. Sat, 230pm. 
Running Ume: Shis. (Open Jan 1) 

□ TME AND THE CONWAYS: Joan 
Wowrig h t and lota ol other OffviaramPria a ttoy’a 
cMMi play, sal to 1919 (twlcB) and 1838. 

Old Vto. Waterloo Road. SE1 (071-928 
7616)- Un oarg ro imd: Waterloo. Mon-Fri, 

730pm. Sat. 7.45pm. mats Wed. 230pm, 

SaL 4pm. Running Uma: 2hra 36mfes. Ends 
February 16.(Op«i Jan t) 

■ WHAT THE BUTLER SAW: kioeaL 
aaaaull and btsaxuaf Junketing preserved in Ihe 
espic of Joe Orton's vrit Not quite a top- 
dass production but wat worth saemg. 
Hampataad, Avenue Road. NW3 (071-722 
8301). Underground: Swiss Cottage MorvSaL 
8pm, mat SaL 4pm. Running tana: Gas. 
Extended Co January 16. (Open Jan 1) 

■ THE WIND IN THE WILLOWS: Atan 
Bennett’s enohanUng new version, with lolly 
sets popptog up on the revolve, with Griff 
Rhys Jones, Richard Bnere and al. 

National (CNMer) (ae tori). Tontgm-Sat 
7.16pm, mats tomorrowSoL 2pm. Ruining 
Ume: 2hra 45mns. (Open Jan 1) 

LONG RUNNERS: □ Absurd Person 
Stogutar WhrMad (071-867 T119) (Open Jan 
1)... B Aspects of Low. Pmweof 
Wales (071-839 5B72) (Open Jsn 
1).. . B Blood Brothers: Atmry (071- 
B871115)(Open Jan 1).. .E Buddy: Victoria 
Pataca J071-8341317) (Open Jan 
1) ...■ Cate: New London (071-405 
0072) (Open Jan 1) Man of the 

Moment Gtobe (071-437 3667) (Open Jan 
1) ...□ Me and My GW Addptx (071-836 
7611) (Open Jan 1)... ■ Las 
Mtatosttaa: Pataca (071-434 0909) (Closed 
Dec24,25)... ■ Mas Saigon: Theatre 
RoyaL Dtunr Lone (Open Jon 1} (671-836 
8108). ..□ Tha Mousetrap: St Muta'a 
(671-9381443) (Open Jan 1) . B The 
Pharffom of the Opera: Her Majesty's 
(671939 2244) (Open Jan 1).. .H Return to 
the Forbidden Ptatafc Cambridge (071-379 
5299) (Open Jan 1)... □ Run For Your 
Wife: Duchess (071-8368243) (Open Jan 
1)... □ ShMqr vatondno: Duke of 
York's(071-8365122)(OpenJan 1)... DA 
Sfca of Satwday MghC Arts (671-838 
2132) (Ctoaod Jan 1)... H StarfgM Express: 
Apoffo Victoria 0J7T-828 B885) (Open Jan 
1) ...□ The Woman In Stock: Fortune 
(071-8362238) (Open Jan 1>. 

Ticket tnfomratior on memtwr theatres 
totopffad by Society of West End Theatre 


with John Cretan's Feetwarmora. 

Rorate Scotrs C3ub, Fnth Street London 
WI (671-439 0747), 830pm. 

ROYAL PWLHARMONK ORCHESTRA: 
Omtaphar Befl conducts popular ctassics 
inducing Dvotok's ritew Wtorfcf Symphonv 
and Grieg's Piano Concerto (aotont Murray 
McLflcWan) 

Barbican Hal, Sfflc Street, London ECS 
(071-838 8891). 7.45pm. 

THE ROD. JANE AND FREDDY 
CHRISTMAS SHOW: Songs and sketohas by 
the musroal tno who present the popular 
Thames Tetovwon ertksen s senes Rambow A 
show tor three-to naie-yeai-cM9 
Ambas sa dors Theatre. West Street 
London WC2 (071-836 Bill), 2pm. 4pm 


Jack and the Beanstalk 
Albany Empire 


THIS theatre is almost as hard to 
find as the rainbow’s end. New 
Cross is close by but a few signs on 
the main road would save the 
motorist from driving past, revers¬ 
ing and getting caught in the one* 
way system. 

Persistence is rewarded with a 

a show, directed by American 
y Kiendl, who puts in a 
forestage and catwalk that bring 
the cast right into the audience. 
Up in the lantern the sole of the 
giant's boot can be glimpsed, 
waiting for its abrupt descent in 
the second half 

Tony Marshall and Eddie Nes¬ 
tor are a grandly aggressive pair of 
rogues. Jack is played by Judith 
Jacobs from EastEndm and 
Gillian Wright is a very funny 
princess FeneHa, with a compul¬ 
sion to eat frogs and a voice that 


The Gingerbread Man 
Unicom Theatre 


DESPITE shrieks of “Oh, do, 
you're not !" and “Behind you!**, 
mass hysteria reminiscent of Beat- 
lemania, and a cacophonous sing- 
along, there is nothing routine 
about this bright little show by 
David Wood, far more stimulat¬ 
ing than the average panto. 

Salt, Pepper, and Herr von 
Cuckoo come to life d la Nut¬ 
cracker and encounter the newly 
baked Gingerbread Man among 
the stock cubes on the kitchen 
dresser. Von Cuckoo is faced with 
oblivion in the dustbin if he can¬ 
not cure his sore throat and do 
some decent dock-clucking, while 
old Ginger's destiny seems to lie in 
a breakfast-time Armageddon, as¬ 
suming Sleek the Mafioso Mouse 
does not munch him first, and that 
be can escape the dutches of the 
Old Bag, a grumpy teapot-dweller. 

With its imaginative depth, 
ambivalent characters and unpa¬ 
tronising approach, this would be 
the ideal children's play, if only 
the singing were better. Recom¬ 
mended, nevertheless. 

© 6 Great Newport St. WC2 (071 
S36 3334). Underground: Leicester 
Square. Dec 27 to 30. Jan 2.3,5,6, 
12.13:2.30pm. £3J0-£630. 

Michael Wright 


In London 

© ANGELO: Seasonal revival of 
Quentin Blake's tale of a family of 
Italian acrobats, performed by rod 
puppets. ... 
little Angel Marionette Theatre, 
.14 Dagmar Passage, off Cross St, 
N1 (071 226 1787). Underground: 
Highbury & Islington. Today-Dec 
30, 3pm; Dec 27, 28, 3pm and 
6.30pm; Jan 2-6, 3pm. £3-£4. lhr 
30mins. Shorter version for 3 to 6- 
year-olds: Dec 29 and Jan 2 to S: 
llam.£2.50-£3.50. lhr 15nuns. 

• CAPTAIN BEAKY AND HIS 
BAND: Musical show, based on 
the Jeremy Lloyd book, tells some . 
gospel stories from the animals* 
FOV. Done with panto effects and 
Patrick CaigLH playing Artful OwL 
Aged three and upwards. 
Playboase, Northumberland Ave¬ 
nue, WC2 (071 839 4401). Under¬ 
ground: Embankment. Today, 
4pm and 7.30pm; Dec 27,2.30pm 
and 7.30pm; Dec 28,7.30pm; Dec 
29,2.30pm and 730pm. £8-£16. 

© CINDERELLA: Bonnie Lang¬ 
ford goes to the ball, assisted by 
Barbara Windsor, Gyles Bran li¬ 
re ih and other TV names. 
Wimbledon Theatre, The Broad¬ 
way, SW19 (081 540 0362). 
Underground: Wimbledon. To- 
day-Sat and Dec 31 to Jan 5: 




Eddie Nestor and Tony Marshall in Jack and the Beanstalk 


sounds as though she gargles with 
tadpoles. Brian Hibbard, ex-Fly- 
ing Picket, plays the Dame, and 
the Channel Tunnel jokes cue in 
puns on “oui”. Great stuff. 


A Tale of Christmas 
Past 

Polka Theatre 

SCROOGE appears in this blend 
of Dickens's life and fiction but 
does so as the equivalent of 
demon king, aiming to wreck the 
young hero's happiness but 
thwarted by Fairy Goodness, 
otherwise Betsy Trotwood. 
Though written and directed by 
Vicky Ireland, Polka Theatre's 
director, the overlap of feet and 
fiction could bewilder a child not 
yet acquainted with either. 

The prettily painted sets hin g e 

The Adventures 
of Star Dog 
Polka Theatre 

FOR the very young this is an 
ideal introduction to theatre, as 
they sit on cushions in the 
Adventure Room beneath the 
tented ceiling hung with stars. 
Genial old woolgathering Sam 
(John Hart Dyke) cooks a lonely 
supper, peers through his tele¬ 
scope and down . from the sky 
comes the mischievous Star Dog 
(Anthony Coniette). 

This advertisement for accept¬ 
ably naughty behaviour does all 
the wrong things with his spoon 



Captain Beaky: Owlish Patrick 
Cargill with David Kelsey (see left) 

2.30pm and 730pm. £7.50- 
£10.50. 

© THE HORSE AND HIS BOY; 
Sumptuous costumes, evocative 
lighting and beautifully stylised 
horses overcome arid patches of 
talk in this GS. Lewis story. 

Lyric Theatre, King Street, W6 
(081 741 2311). Underground: 
Hammersmith. Today, 3pm, Dec 
27-29, 3pm and 6.30pm. To Jan 
19. 

• JACK AND THE BEAN¬ 
STALK: Rodney Bewes plays a 
likely Dame with Suzy Aichison as 
Jack. 

Shaw, 100 Euston Road, NW1 


to Douglas Way, Deptford, SE8 
(081 691 3333). Tue to Sat: 
7.30pm. Mats Thurs, Fri. Sat 
2pm. £2.S0-£7J0. Underground: 
New Cross. 2hrs 30mins. 


open c unning ly, and Martino 
Lazzeri makes a sprightly young 
Charles (also the Artful Dodger) 
guiding his younger brother (Jo¬ 
anne Mclnnes) through the early 
adventures of Oliver, David and 
Pip. Bill Sykes's dog, painted on 
the seat of an upturned stool and 
lacked to keep him quiet, is a good 
incident; but parents are advised 
to brief children beforehand, and 
probably throughout. 

• 240 Broadway. Wimbledon. 
SW19 (081543 4888). Today: 2pm 
and 5.30pm; Dec 27. 28:10.30am 
and 2pm; Dec 29. Jan 1:2pm and 
5.30pm; Jan 2: 2pm; Jan 3. 4: 
10.30am and 2pm. £6. Under¬ 
ground: Wimbledon. 2hrs. 

and spaghetti but has brought his 
own toothbrush. His attempts to 
clamber into pyjamas caused hys¬ 
teria on the cushions, while his 
bedtime story is the Three 
Billygoats Gruff ingeniously told 
with dishmops. 

On display in the foyer are 
costumes, props and models from 
previous productions. Cakes, 
drinks and hot food available at 
the Pantry. 

• 240 Broadway, Wimbledon. 
SW19 (081543 4888). Today (Dec 
26): J230pm and230pm; Dec 27. 
28:1 lam and 2.30pm: Dec 29: Jan 
1:1230pm and 230pm; Jan 2. 3. 
4: Ham and 2.30pm. £220. 
Underground: Wimbledon. 45 
mins. 

(071 388 1394). Underground: 
Euston. Today to Dec 29, and 31 
to Jan 5: 230pm and 7pm (only 
7pm perf on Jan 1). £3.95-£8.75. 
To Jan 12. 

• JUST SO: The Elephant's 
Child finds out about life. A 
musical version that lacks grip¬ 
ping power but the lyrics have wit 
and some of the effects are fun. 
Tricyde, 269 Kilburn High Road, 
NW6 (071 328 1000). Under¬ 
ground: Kilburn. Mon to Sat 8pm, 
mat Sat, 4pm. £5.50-£9. 

• ROBIN HOOD: Surprisingly 
unsparky panto for this home of 
jolly rudery. Colin Gourlay is an 
• amiab ly wimpish hero and Philip 
Pellew a moronic torturer. 

Theatre Royal, Gerry Raffles 
Square, Stratford, E15 (081 534 
0310). Underground: Stratford. 
Today to Dec 29, Dec 31 to Jan 5: 
2.15pm and 7.15pm. £4-£10. Until 
Jan 19. 

Out of London 

to BRISTOL The Red Balloon : 
Anthony Clark's highly praised 
production of a Parisian boy 
befriended by his enchanted 
balloon. 

Old Vic, King Street (0272 
250250). From today, Mon to Sat, 
3pm and 7.30pm. Until Feb 9. 


TINA Williams has been touring 
her Pied Piper company to schools 
and arts centres since 1984 and 
clearly knows the needs of her 
young audience, since her play is 
malting a return visit to the 

Fortune. _ , 

Her story about five toys who 
outwit their mean old shopkeeper 
may seem artless to adults but the 
youngsters are kept enthralled by 
the bold posturing of Muscleman 
and by Lego man's trip to the. 

Planet of Opposites, where the- 
inhabitants are divided between 
the sad and the happy, the silly 
and the sensible, and long to be a 
bit of both. 

The message that everyone has 
a bit of the opposite inside them is 
one that no audience is too young 
to learn — even Muscleman starts 
to use his brain and discovers a 
way to avoid being left overpriced 
and unsold on the shelf Would' 
that all retailers could suffer the ‘ 
fete of selfish Mr Tweezledown. 
© Russell St, WC2 (071836 2238). 
Underground: Covent Garden. Dec. 
26:2pm: Dec 27 to 29: Ham and 
2pm. £5.50-£830. IhrSOmins. 


The Hare and 
the Tortoise 
Puppet Theatre Barge 


MOORED in Little Venice, this 
red and yellow striped barge is 
easy to find. Inside, the ten rows 
slope up from the stage, giving the 
impression of sitting in a roller¬ 
coaster pausing on its glide home. 

Two puppeteers work the lion, 
foa, gnat and other creatures, 
intricately carved and jointed, in 
four loosely connected Aesop 
tales. The cal looks like no known 
breed and the tortoise moves 
oddly, but the mouse is delightful 
Rudolph Walker’s voice narrates a 
somewhat stilted storyline but the 
puppets have a delicate charm and 
an inner silence (yes, I know they 
are made of wood) that is the stuff 
of magic. For the youngest. 
to Little Venice, Bromfidd Road, 
W9 (071-249 6876) Daily 3pm. 
Sun noon. £4. children £3.40. 
UndergroundWarwick Ave. lhr 
30mins. 


to FARNHAM Treasure Island: 
Deeds of derring-do on the high 
seas and op Spyglass Hill; with 
music but no panto tricks. 
Redgrave, Brightwells (0252 
715301)- From today, Tue to Sat, 
two shows daily, various times - 
.(ring for details). Until Jan 19. 

• MANCHESTER The Weird- \ 

stone of Brisingamen: Gripping 
production of Alan Garner’s - 
adventure set around and under' 
Alderley Edge. i 

Contact, Oxford Road (061-274 1 
4400). Tomorrow to 29th, Jan 2-5,; 
2pm and 7.30pm. Until Jan 19. \ 

to NEWCASTLE Trouble Under j 
Foot: An adventure underground r 
presented by Northern Stage and - 
Tyne/Wear Theatre in Education.; 
Boohing essential 
Gul ben Irian Studio, Kings Walk,; 
Haymarket (091-232 9974). From ' 
today, Mon-Sat, 11am and 2pm. • 
Until Jan 12. • 

• SOUTHAMPTON Around the ‘ 
World in Eighty Days : Granville ' 
Saxton girdles the globe in Patrick 
Sandford's adaptation of Verne. : 
Nuffield. University Road (0703 - 
671771). Today to 29th. 2.30pm ; 
and 7.30pm. Until Jan 19. 

• Tomorrow: Children's exhibi¬ 
tions, museums and indoor events - 
Friday: Children’s outdoor events ! 


WORD-WATCHING 


Answers from page 18 
PERS1CO 

(a) An exotic alcoholic cardial prepared by 
macerating the kernels of peaches, apricots, 
etc. in spirit, from the Latin persiemn a peach: 
“Powders and confects, cordials and persico.” 
FOSSOR 

(a) An important officer of tb early Christian 
church charged with the burial of the dead, 
and other sepulchral matters, from the Latin 
Jadere, fosd, fossam to dig: “I saw it all 
answered the old fossor.” 

PAJtAPE NTTNG 

(b) The alleged sport of Jumping from a high 
place with a special parachute, a portmanteau 
word based on the French word pest* aslope: 
“Up, up and away. John Bartow, of Couislnn, 
a leading exponent lakes off in the Lake 
District where parapeuting is on the 
upsurge.” 

KAKOPYGE 
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1030 £££ SS S chance to refive toe 

J35J from tneW farid Cup finals in Italy. Including England’s nai- 

E3Si-?2S^B^ ,OU9h to “"^nab. Gaaablubbing. 
dSrate^dSartSS appearan “ 10 ®» t0Ufnamenl Scottand’s 

^tbanwelvescff^to the Costa PlonKa for some 
^.S*** 3 *«*K*Bs w® a cSstinctfy British 
If 0 ™ ** ,e, w rf »*i series with the regular 

100 ®®y *f“ Fun. Easy-going comedy about 

” 8ubu ^ Cut off from the usual 

EddJngton^)^ ,af ^ ® nefS> Fafefty Kendal. Penelope Keith and Paul 

130 News with Chris Lowe. Weather 

I - 35 ram: The Poseidon Adventure (1372). Very popular but hugsty 
overrated disaster movie with Gene Hackman as the ministerwfw 
sees the light when an ocean finer is capsized by a giant tidal 
wave . He leads his smaB frock along the only feasfafe route of 
escape, through the bottom of the ship, which is now die top. 
wrest Borg nine. Shefiey Winters and Red Buttons are among 

_ ™ El ? 50 t 9 w1 9 lt> toBow him. Directed by Ronald Neame. (Ceefax) 

3 30 p®neytfene. Clips from classic Disney films, incfeKSng Fantasia. 
Lady and the Tramp, and Chip Vi’ Dab 

4.10 diwTI Fbr It lor Christmas. Small children breve the emote from Sir 
Jimmy Savite s cigara to seize the chance of making their cfraama 
come hue 

455 final Score. Sports news presented by Ralph Deter 

5.10 News with Chris Lowe. Weather 

5-25 The Russ Abbot Christinas Stow. Russ Abbot tuns up as an 
overweight Peter Pan teaching Wendy to fly end starring in the 
musical story of Hans Christian Andersen. (Ceefax) 

6.05 Film: Back to the Future (1985). Spielberg’s splendidly 
entertaining time travel adventure with Michael J. Fox whooshing 
to international stardom as Marty McFfy in Christopher Lloyd’s 
time machine. Directed by Robert Zemeckis. (Ceefax) 


help. Tanan and Jans decide to ttto him as their own and rase 
Nm accorcfing to the ways of the jungle. Johnny Weosmuler stars 
as the ape man and Maureen O’Sullivan as Jana in one of the 
better Tarzan movies. Directed by Richard Thorpe 
1000 fibre Summer Stock (1950). Engaging musical about a farmer's 
stage-struck slater who Invites a theatre troupe to leke over the 
bam tor rehearsals. Starring .tody Garland. Gene Kefiy and Phfi 


Silvers. Directed by Chariae Waltera 
1155 How Are toe Kids? The first of a wles of abc progra mm es 
examining cftfld eRptotatton around the worid 
1240 Greendawa. An imat e d adventure tor chfidren (ij 
12.15 The Unanswered Question: Leonard Bernstein at Harvard - 
Musical Phonology. Hto ebtHervwd University lectures we being 
repeated as a tribute to the celebrated conductor, composer and 
pianist Leonard Bernstein, who (Sad to October. This one inctodes 
e compl ete performance of Mozart'S Symphony No 40. (r) 

250 The Transformers: The Butterfltes of Zagorsk. This first of three 
programmes on the art of inspired teaching tete the story of 
children studying at the deef-btind school in Zagorsk, near 
Moscow. Though these children never stop “speaking”, the only 
sound to be heard w ttwt of fluttering fingers, hence the perelel 
with butterflies. (Ceefax) 

350 Beethoven Symphonies. Roger Nonington conducts the London 
Oaaaical Pta^re’ perfor ma nce ot Beethoven’s Symphony No 4 in 

355 Laurel end Hardy to Bacon Grabbers (1029, bffl. 

355 Bee t hoven S y mphonie s . The London Classical Players, 
conducted by David Nonington. perform on origin* Mrunents, 
which emphasise the sense of chalenge to be found in 
Beethoven's Symphony No 5 to C Mmor. Op 67 
450 Cricket Second Test HighMUa from the first day of the second 
Test between Australia and England In Melbourne 
550 Le None df Figaro. Simon Rattle conducts the Gfyndaboume 
production of Mozart’s La Nozd cS Figaro. This bssuttM score is 
performed on period Instruments by the Orchestra of the Age of 
Enfightenment in the Festival Opera production. The tale spins a 
web of intrigue, double ntandarria and infidelity, all of which take 
place when Figaro. Count Aimaviva’s valet, is due to many the 
Countess’s maid Susama 

850 Fl&n: Marion des Sources (1986). Conducing the saga of Jean <fe 
Bora tie, this stunning drama focuses on the feuding over water 
suppfies in nsal Franca during the Twenties. In French with Engfish 
subtitles. Directed by Claude Beni 

950A Ufa in Pieces: Partridge In a Pear Tree. Pater Cook as Sir 
Arthur StreebGreebing to a series of comic interviews with 
Ludovic Kennedy. Tonight's programme sees Nm choosing 12 
gifts with a d iff erence for the 12 days of Christmas 



850 TV-am 

945 Christmas Duckuta 9.50T-Bag’s Christmas Ding-Dong starring 
&anda Jackson end Georgina Hale 1040 Daffy Duck (r) 

10.35 Fftre Candteahoe (1977) starring David Niven, Leo McKern, Jocfie 

Foster and Helen Hayes. Harry Bondage, an Engfish con artist. 
att em pts to pass off 14-year-old tomboy. Casey Brown, as an 
heiress. Niven fans wi) enjoy tw perform a nce as the butler but 
there to littta atea to get excited about. Directed by Norman Tofcar 
1245 News with fficholes Owen. Weather 

1240 FBrre Return to Oz (19f£) starring Piper Laurie, Med WBtamson 
and Jean Marsh. Six months after her first edventure in the fantasy 
land, Dorothy is suffering from nig h tmare s , which she takes to 
mean that her friends there are in trouble, and so she returns to do 
battle once again with the evfl tomes that t hre aten Oz's 

exMencelMrectad by waiter Murch 
240 Beatrix Potter The Tale of Uttfe Pig Robinson- Damn French, 
Jennifer Saunders, Timothy Spel and Thorn Hird star in a defcghtfd 
dramatisation of the Be a tri x Potter story 






tie boa French connection: Theresa Lfotod and John Netties (850pm) 

: 8.00 Bergerac Christmas Spedab There for the Picking. As Jim 

- 4 Bergerac (John Nettles) has retired with girifriend DenieSe 

V'_~ (ThtfeseLiotard) to amoreieisureiy fife in Provence, how is Charfie 

iota Htmgeriord (Terence Alexander) going to worm his way into the 

mo-.fl plot of this fealureJengfit eefttion of the Jers^r detective series? 

' -• -ill jlsai Jersey poftce discover a cache of grenades in a consignment of 

- r.ir-KH whisky. There seems to be a French connection, and Jim's old 

~ coHooguas request hb assistance. A feature-length special, with a 

■ new series to foRow early in 1991. (Ceefax) 

r' t 9 AO Smith and Jones. Qdrky comedy from Griff Rhys Jones and Mel 
' Smith, striving vafiantfy to avoid aB mention of Christmas. Inst^d 

: 7?z they discuss FSpino wives, become sivoived with organised 

Welsh crime to the shape of the Tafia", end attend the funeral of a 
' • ; p..-.- DfY fanatic. (Ceefax) 

10.10 News with Chris Lowe. (Ceefax) Weather 
1045 Film: Poltergeist // (1982). The Beefing family obey the 
fundamental rule of honor movies and do something no one In thek 
■" right mind would even contemplate-they move back to the house 

where they were terrorised by supernatural forces m the original 

-— Poltergeist The 8 m foflows the law of aU sequels to faJtoig to 

reproduce the success of the fost. though seen in its own right it is 
fairly spooky. As before, the battle is on between the fenfly, with 
the help of an kxfion shaman and a psyctnc researcher, and the 
spirit world, for the persona of fittle Carol Anne. Directed by Brian 
Gibson. (Ceefax) 

. . 1155 Toto—Live In Parts. American rock stars TotocaphiBd to a rare 

live performance 1250am Wtattier . 



Memories of Cfyrtesfde: Tom Watson as Hugfile (SSSpn) 
955 The Strip. 

• CHOICE: Bat Bryden’s epic trfoute to sfripbulding on the Clyde, 
performed in a converted engine shed as part of Glasgow's 
European City of Culture celebration, makes an effective 
translation to the smal screen. The fluid structure of the piece, to 
which performers are brought together with the audience, lends 
itself to television presentation and viewers wil have a more 
privileged view than many of those at the performance. Aitiiough 
the subject is big, many of show's scenes are small and intimate, 
tovoMng only a few characters, and this, too, works to television’s 
advantage. The Ship offers a tapestry rather than a narrative, 
weaving together various strands which make up the community 
and its aiture. WOrk, and the prida and insecuity that goes with it, 
is only f»t of a landscape that takes in the pub, the wash day and 
the dance had and is socially sptit between Cathofics and 
Protestants 

1155 Farm Suspicion (1941, b/w). Joan Fontaine puts in a perfect 
Oscerwmning performance in Alfred Hitchcock's nerve-racking 
thrifer. A ptedd, rapid girt marries a handsome playboy (Cary 

Grant). She soon finds her happiness slowly drained from her as 
she dscovers that her apparently charming husband is not quite 
what he seems. Directed by Alfred Hitchcock. (Ceefax) 

1.10am Weather 
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(s) Stereo on FM 

555 am Shtepteg Forecast 650 
News Brieitog; Weather 6.10 
Prelude &50rrayer for toe 

750 NBws’llO Cold Turirey. ted 
850 News. 655,755 
Weather 8.43 WBam: Wffiam 
and the Princess GokSocks, 
by rachrod Crompton 858 
Weather 

950 Nows 

9.05 No Mk Today, the Street Has 
Gone Away: The residents of 
Herbert Street to Treherbert 
prepare lor their twentieth 
annual hofiday together to 

945^ord detectives: 

• CHOICE: Although Thu 
Tmvsts resident etymologist, 

Phito Howard, is not 

conaited by Eric Robson as 
ha mingtea with the 
lexicographers, this 
newspaper provides vital 
source material. There's a 
computer which sifts The 
Times every week for new 
words. Sadw. the only two 
quoted this momtog are both 
iterate: akespeare and 
arftniraL Compfieis of new 
dtotioraries don't tin a hair it 

rncrowavaabtebut 
micnNmveafafiHy wi have to 
wait, unike cerate foodstuffs 
that achieve instant 
acceptance toe moment they 
appear on the supermarket 


t-00 Nows QKY MPWQ 

1.10 News Quiz of the Year (s) (0 lttwa - 

1.40 The Archers w 155 Shlpyng eWa tee Marco Roto matte. 

250News; With Great Pleesua: Nww on frw h«r. _ 

The environmentalst Jonathor *opmSm *» 830 Begnd 2000 ftOO 
Porritt selects Ns favourite Daylns 900 Nmwina ^1030 Beyond 2000 
11*30 ftevtoeW - Th? Royals 1-S? Parts 


Pteasire: 


1050 News: Smash of the Day: I’m 
Sony I'll Read That Agate. The 
first of fcxr classic oomadtes 
from the archives (rl 
1040 Morning Story: Life Without 
Georoe. by Lynne Truss 
1045 Daly Service (a) 

1150 News; Far from the MadcSng 
Crowd: The Seeds of Love. 
The tftfel of a fifcpsrt 
dramatisation ofThomaa 
Hardy's novel (a) 

1250 News; Something to 

Celebrate: Part £ A personal 
tourney from Greenham to 


Porritt selects hie favourite 
poetry and proee (to 

350 News; Toad of Toad Hafl: A ILartrj .., jnr - - ^^ 1 , 

rv,,—,.u, mi - penofmanCB o-uu wnnz — symtxKxwts 

Ftotsstktea 430 BaBSaASute 7-30 La 
urana me a Tnevmanme GkxwxJa. Pan One 1050LaGMconda, Pan 

__ Two 1130 Wyatt - The Four Seasons 

440Ad Lib: RobwtRobsieon tana i2J30wn Nswsme 150 NBCNflWty News 
to a group of jockeys, booides sJORevtaWSO-lheRoydsaSoBayand 
end punters to Beteat (0 axP 45 ONewttneSJ 0 iWw o ine 

550 News 

^w° WES - 

musicals. tecfcaSng Gene ?)^ <h g. AOT a*"**®- 

Kelly, recai memories of Ife SJXtem Showcase 

ontl«Mt(e)550^too^ * 850TIWtt^BaakwO^Anaotep»- 
SartlS^S tion d Cnaries Kkigsie/a now. 

650 Sbc CCIock News 

5.15 The Vfage: Series focussing 
on the fife of a smal rural 
community 

530 Counterpoint (s) (r) 

7.00 News 756 The Archers 
740 Today’s tire Day: The Two 

Little Pigs. Reporters Nafl 
Wateer and David Cteyton 
attend Warwickshfre's Rare 
Breeds Annual Show (r) 

7.45 Concerto: The guitarist John 
Watems talks about his 
dteerse career (s)(r) 

545 Timing In (s) (t) 

9.16 Kaietuscope: Behind the 
scenes at the Gtobe Theatre 
before a performance of Alan 
Ayckbourn’s Man of the 
Moment (a) (r) 

9^5 Even Grimmer Tatea: Beauty 
and Pock Face. A Chfeeae 
story of an ugly stater and a 
wicked stepmother 
1500 News 

1055 The ThreeMnute Medunrc 
Rttoert SandaS looks at the 
changing native of the pop 
Industry over the past 30 


A fetching haroina: PoBy Wolkaras Lorra Doona (3-30pm) 
340 Film: Loma Doona (1990). 

• CHOICE: Swfritog mists and galloping horses greet a new 
version of R.D. Blackmon's classic romance which is strongly 
enough cast to be able to use players ot the qua&ty of Robert 
Stephens and Kenneth Hagh to cameo roles. The excellent Bribe 
Whiteiaw Is rather more prominen t and Sean Bean's Carver Doone 
Is a dashtogfy handsome vBain. So much so that Clive Owen's 
John Ridd is a mite upstaged, but Pofiy Water is a fetching Loma. 
Matthew Jacobs's sc reen play plays down the 17th century 
political background and represents the Ridd-Ooone conflict as a 
feud in a Hollywood western, complete with climactic shoot-out. 
Bleak and wintry locations emphasise the darker aspects of the 
story but younger viewers win be reassured by a denouement in 
which the forces of good are dearly seem to triumph. The mixture 
of accents, with mummerset alongside hints of Scottish and Irish, 
can be a little jarring. (Oracle) 

515 News with Nicholas Owen. Sport and weather 
540 The Krypton Factor Special. Television's toughest quiz gets the 
festive treatment with celebrities from Tho BS. Emmerdale. 
Coronation Street and Brookstde taking part. (Oracle) 

650 Christmas Ctuedo. Viewers get the chance to ptey detective in 
this television version of the popular board game 
545 This Is Your Life. An extended version of the show in which 
Mtehael Aspei surprises another famous face in an edition that will 
bring back memories of hBarious Christmases of days gone by 
740 Coronation Street (Oracle) 

500 Film: Dirty Dancing (1967) starring Patrick Swayze and Jennifer 
Grey. Superficial, but highly e n ter tai ning fim, that makes good use 
ot some munchy dance numbers and scooped an Oscar for the 
song "The Time of My Life”. Directed by Emile Ardolino. (Oracle) 
950 The BIS: Safe As Houses. Supergrass Lennie Powell laps up the 
comfort of pofice protection from the Sun HM officers and decides 
to offer them information. (Oracle) 

1040 News with Nicholas Owen .Weather 

1050 F^rruPofioe Academy 2—Their First Assignment (1985) starring 
Steve Guttenberg, Bubba Smith and Colleen Camp. More 
adventures of the trainee cope. Inane slapstick comedy that was 
even worse than the first one but proved extremely popular at the 
box office. Directed by Jerry Paris. (Oracle) 

12.10am Him: The Return of the Seven (1966) starring Yd Brynner, 
Robert FuKer and Warren Oates. Six more gun fighters are 
recruited by Ytd Brynoer and storm a Mexican town to set free an 
imprisoned friend. Directed by Burt Kennedy 
2.00 Flm: Robbery under Arms (1965) starring Sam Nefi, Christopher 
Cummins and Steven Vkfler. Two brothers are ordered to meet 
their father, an Englishman transported to New South Wales after 
being convicted of armed robbery. Whie there, they encounter his 
leader, notorious Captain Starlight, the bushranger. Directed by 
. Ken Hannam and Donald Orombt’e 
4.00 America's Top Ten. A look at the top ten acts of the Sixties 
440 Him: The Pickwick Papers (1985). Feature-length cartoon version 
of the Dickens classic directed by Warwick Gilbert 
555 fTN Morning News with Phi Roman. Ends at 650 


moo CWTy On Up «■ Khybar (19BQ: Hie 
Osny OH tram am at ths northwest fcorttar 

- 1 during Be Dms of the BritXhRN 

1200 The Wizard of Oz (1S9BJ: Judy 
drvnue Gertandfotewa Be yatow brick road 

8 * TOIfc _ 200pm The Purple People Eater (1888): A 

• Vli the Mrs and Marco Polo aatattes. pwpb teen has e penchar* tor fifties rock 
attain Cricket: The AOwe T«e. England v music 

Austrafie In Be second Teel 7.00 Crtckel 4ttAitfw2ontheRocks(19BB*:Stamng 
tfgHfortts 7tt the DJ Kei Show &40 Mrs tXtteyMoore 
Pepperpot . Mowed by Pieyebout 0.10 6tt The Lady and the IBghweymin 
Jackpot MO Here's Lucy 1000 It's Your (1968* Sweshbuoklng romance sot Axing 
FtowWIOJO The Youna Doctors lltt The BeemoTIheRounaieectaandBieCMeflerB 

Bott end tte Beautiful 11-30 The Young and 500 Stakeout (1367); Rfcherd DreyMs 
Ihe Rotten 1230pm Sale of Bw Canwy store aa the cop on the waich who tau in 
Itt True C antanic n e 130 Another World kwe with hta ptey. MedeUna Stowe 
2.15 Loving 245 Wife of the Week 3.15 lOtt Dead-Bang {1080): A Lee Angeles 
Bewitched 346 The D4 Km 9ww, tnd detector* (Don Joftneon) investigates tea 
Teenage Mutant Hero Turtles 5tt Lost in raider of a pefcoman 
8pm 6tt FanOy Tws 830 Sate of the 1145 Med Max (1979): Future cop Mb (Mel 
Century 7tt Love at Fte Sight 730 The Gbeon) vows revenge whan We wife and 
Soowt Video Show Stt Man Nation 9tt chtt are Bettered by a gsqB Ot Where 
Moorfin te tag 1030 Love at Bret Sight tltt 130am CutSng Crass n968J: A student 
CricktaHtfOgWa 1200 Cnchet The Attes returns to school tatar a spafl hi a mental 
Tour. EndandvAueottsri toe second Toet esjAmandfsaocusadolniiidar 

4tt Back to Srtiooi (1986): A mteonaim 
cyvuEUK (Rotawy DangeriteU) catches J5 on the 

SILT NEWS _ education he missed. Ends at 535 

• Via toe Aatra Batata*. 

News on Bwhoir. _EUROSPORT 

Stttan Sunriea S30 Beyond 2000 9tt ^ rowrw n1 ----. - 

DaySne 930 Nawelna 1030 Beyond 2000 • Via Bw Astra aueNta. 

1130 Review tt - The Royals 130pm 730am BantaB 830 Euroblca Ott Judo 

NBC Today-Part One 230 NBC Today 330 a30Aacardof •wktettertrom-Doameiita. 
Revtow -30-11*00^430 Beyond 2000 »y 11-00 Emwtrianlsin 1200 Biobira 
5tt Uve at FMj 530 NBWBtow 730 1230pm 1990 Tennis CtoeaBS 2tt 1990 
totematkroJ BuNnera Report 830 Review Tennis Ctasaics 430 Swing 500 k* 
*90—Ths RoyBb 1030Newstne 1140 NBC Skating 830 Ewotport Nw«7tt Tram 
News i230wi Newetee 130 «C News World Sport 8ttRslying9ttBa)ang 10tt 
230 Review 90 - The Royeta 330 Beyond Cross CtantrySksnBlIttEuroepcte News 
2000430 Itewttne 530 Newttne 1130 Bodytxrfdng 

SKY NEWS SCREENSPORT_ 


a via the Marco Polo saMtte. • Vta the Astra saartta. 

Nevromthehotf. 7ttam Skiing aOO Ice Hookey lOtt Motor 

Stttan Sutesa 830 Beyond 2000 9tt Newe lOttHppodrorr* llttlceHockay 
CUytne 930 N e wsirw 1030 Beyond 2000 130pm Tenpin Bov«ng 130 LNeHaartem 

1130 RevWw ‘90 — The Royals 130 Psris BattetMWHkAOOHighRve430 World 
OwKeeOisehtev: The Pans Opera BsQetn Supertake gwmpowHpe 5.00 W«W Cup 


Figure Skating 630 The Rothman's Cente¬ 
nary Snooker Chatenge 8.00 Haarlem 
BaSketbtt Week 1030 tee Hockey 


•VtatfwAstrasaMma. 

ettam TWenty^txr hotn ot rock and pop 

LIFESTYLE _ 

• via the Astra santea. 

lOttam Everyday Workout 1030 Search 

for Tomorrow 1035 Coffee Break 11.00 


12460m Families and How to 
Survive Them: John Cleese 
and psychiatrist Dr Rorito 
Sfcynner cfiscuss bow 
relationships are formed, 
sustained end developed (3 of 
6 ) (s) 1255 Weather 


1045 A Book At Bedtime: In My 
WOdesf Dreams, by Lett* 
Thomas (10 of 12) (e) (r) 
11.00 Looking Forwari to toe Prist 
RobertBooto takes a fight- 
hearted view of history (s) (r) 
1140 The Ttntfe Factor David 
Hittnam fates to Rabin Ray 
about the music that sends a 
shiver up ho spine MW 
1240-1240em News, md 1220 
Weather 1243-1243 
Shipping Forecast 


Quartet No 


Austmav 




6.00 Bobby Jonas Gospel. The best ot American gospel music from 
Nashville, Tennessee (rj 640 Tire Art of Landscape. Scenes of 
the natural world set to soothing musk: 7.00 All's Special Day. 
Magician M Bongo entertains (r) 740Kaboodla. Two stories, one 
about a horse-mad fittia girl who ends up in an unusual place, the 
other about a fittle boy who cannot get rid of his hiccups 
8.00 The Christmas Tree Train. Cartoon (r) 845 Ric. Cartoon 840 
The Turkey Caper 

950 Channel 4 Racing: The Morning Une 9.15 Countdown Masters 
9-gs Sesame Street Educational fun for preschool children 1045 
Batman and Robin (b/w). Episode three 
10.50 Ibiza — A Short FUm About ChiHing. Ibiza has one of the liveliest 
dub scenes in Europe. This film looks at the time when 500 British 
revellers went to Ibiza for the start of the season, enjoyteg wild 
party nights, and “ehittng" during the daytime (r) 

1140 Tony Jackfln's Pro-Celebrity Golf Challenge. New series with 
professional goiters Sam Torrance and Ronan Rafferty teaming up 
with sportsmen and entertainers for toe Whyte & Mackey Scotch 
Trophy. From Le Touquet snooker ace Demis Taylor partners 
Torrance against Rafferty and entertainer Bruce Forsyth 
1245 Channel Racing from Kempton Park. Live coverage of the 1245, 
7.15,1.45,240 (King George Vi Rank Chase) and 250 races 

3.10 Animations. Western from Hungary and PotroneBa from the United 


340 Fane International House (1933, b/w). Hit-and-miss WC Felds 
comedy in which a mixed bunch ot travellers find themselves 
quarantined in a Shanghai hotel with an eccentric inventor who is 
perfecting his television apparatus. Stany cast includes George 
Sums. Grama ABan end Bela Lugosi. Directed by Edward 
Sutherland 

4.50 News summery and weather 

455 Faerie Tale Theatre: The Princess Who Had Never Laughed. - 
Starring Eflen Barker, Howe MandeU and Howard Hesseman. 
(Teletext) i 

5.55 The Further Adventures of Billy the Fish 
6.00 The Wonder Years. American comedy about a young boy ' 
growing up in the Sixties (r) < 

640 Tonight with Jonathan Ross. The guests are actor Jeff GoJcfoium - 
end comedian Pete McCarthy 

7.00 Padre Pablo. A portrait of Canadian Fr Harvey Steele who is 
venerated by miffions of Larin Americans who know him as "F»adre i 
Pablo". The chain-smoking, whisky-drinking Roman Catholic 
firebrand has made enemies — and not just because of his ’ 
unconventional lifestyle. In the Dominican Republic and Panama - 
he has helped waiting people to establish credit unions and j 
marketing cooperatives, in so doing helped to give the poor more 
power over their economic future. (Teletext) 

8.00 Brookskte. Down-to-earth Liverpool soap. (Teletext) 

840 The Oprah Winfrey Show. Celebrities turn out to pay their - 
respects to one of America's most popular chat show hosts 



Portrait of a composer under stress: Tchaikovsky (945pm) 
945 Tchaikovsky — Fate. 

• CHOICE: Christopher Nupen concludes his "musical 
biography" by picking 141 the story a! toe composition of the 
Fourth Symphony in 1878 and taking it through to the composer's 
death 15 years later. As in his earlier fHm. Tchaikovsky's Women, 
Nupen’s approach Is unpretentious and accessible and largely 
allows the subject to speak for himself through his letters and fns 
music, with only a fight critical gloss. Played by the Swedish Radk> 
Symphony Orchestra under Vladimir Ashkenazy, the music is 
smoothly integrated into the narrative and never used simply to fin 
it Out Still photographs indfcate how quickly Tchaikovsky aged 
and tiie tetters revBe) a continual tear of creative deefine. The main 
works of his later period, the three final symphonies and Manfred. 
demonstrate that, on the contrary, his creative powera were 
maintained to the end 

1140 Frkn: Requiem for Dominic (1990). Dranredocumentary about 
Dominic Parashchiv, a childhood friend of director Robert 
Domhehri, who was accused at being a member of Ceausescu’s 
secret pofice and murdered 

1240am Dancedaza recorded at the Brbcton Academy 
140 The Other Side of Gerry Sadowttz. Brusque comecfian Gerry 
Sadowitz concludes his alternative guide to the art of the close-up 
card magician. Ends at 1.55 


VUVra Cooking Now 1135 1)* Edge of 
Mcht 1200 Safe Jessy RnpHtt 12^0pm 
What's New Itt Gwt American 
Oa me ah own 2.10 Divorce .Court 230 In 
Search of WfeUto 4.05 Gnet American 
Gamatoawa 530 Tat Break 630 WKRP *1 
Oncfemati 6.00 The Seta-Vtoon Shopping 
Channel 830 JSTV1O00II* Stta-Vtafon 
axipptag Channel 12tt SataB* Jukabnc 

THE MOVIE CHANNEL 

• Via It* Maroo Roto aatata*. 

1200 CUt Man Caper Two cope inratt- 
g*B a aariea of ghetto robberies 
135pm 11* Movie Show 
2tt 11* Tunder Trap 0965): Romantic 
musical comedy starring Rank Sinalm 
436 Walk Iks a Man (1987): After being 
ratted by woIvh. Howie Mendel must ra- 
entarmfeaatfon 

545 The Wolves of Wltou&iby Chase 
(1969): Stephana Baacham stars as an evil 
governess In 19Bvcantay England 
Stt A Cry In fha Dark (T989): Maiyt Sfraap 
staro n Bfe dramatisation of Australia's 
notanous “Utngo baby*' case 


10.10 Mldn&X Run (1988)- Robert Do Mro 
becomes evolved with ttia mafia, the FBI 
and a rival txxaity tarter 
1230am Brighton Beach Msmoim (ISBQ: 
Comedy about a Jewish boy (Blythe 
Danner), wkfi notfsng on ha fflM but sex. 
basabal and dream of baconting a writer 
22S Dragnet (19B7)- An a ftectiona te satire 
on tt* FHtias aertas. Ends at 4.10 

THE SPORTS CHANNEL 

• via the Maroo Polo satatan. 

135pm Sportadask 13071* &si Ufa Grant 
Race Stt Rugby League: Sr Hetans v 
Wfgan, five 5. DO Suparoross Stt Spona- 
desk 830 American Wreotting 730 
Sporlsdatt 800 The Mein Event Scottish 
Football. Aberdeen v SI Mrran, Rve 10.00 
Sportsdask 1030 Motoraport Review 1130 
Racng Today 12tt Sportsdesk 1230am 
Scottish Fooctaal 

THE POWER STATION 

• Vta tt* Marco Polo aneteta 
7-OQam TwwHy-hvo hours of rock and pop 


£2 a week will buy this 
grandmother the health and 
happiness she deserves 






For Maura Pangilinan from the Philippines, 
picking rice in the paddy fields was her only 
source of income until failing health stopped 
her from working. 

Her two children were too poor to support 
her, and Maura became terrified of her future. 

Now, thunks to s family from the UK who 
sponsor her, Maura can face the future without 
fear. 

For just £2 a week they provide Maura with 
the basic essentials of life such as food and 
medicine. What's more, the same money also 
supports community projects which help other 
elderly people in need. 

By sponsoring a grandparent you too can 
turn misery and despair into health and 
happiness. 

Please help to care for an elderly person 
like Maura today. 

Post the coupon to: Adopt a Granny, Room 
9Q5714, Help the Aged,FREEPOST,London,EC1B 1BD. 

j Yes,please tell ae aore about sponsoring a gran or grandad! ) 
(Hr/Mr 6/Hiss/Mo 


COMPILED BY PETER DEAR AND GILLIAN MAXEY 

TV CHOICE PETER WAYMARK/RADIO CHOICE PETBl DAVALLE 


Send to: Cindy Salaa-Ortlx. 
Adopt a Granny, Boon 905714 - 
Help the Aged, FREEPOST. 
London. ECU IBS 
■ 1 - Clarity fa. tttJU 


Help the Aged 

Adopt a Gram 


































































































































































18 


THE TIMES WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 26 1990 



Schools may 

be allowed to 
train most of 
own teachers 


By David Tytler, education editor 


PLANS to allow schools to train 
most of their own teachers are 
now being considered by the 
government, which believes that 
the academic standards of many 
student teachers, and the training 
they receive, is too low. 

Michael Fallon, the junior 
schools minister, said: “We have 
to restore public confidence in the 
teacher-training system. Training 
in no other profession is as 
important to the public and over 
the past few months there has 
been growing concern." 

The government is in favour of 
school training that would be paid 
for by transferring money from the 
training colleges, which were not 
filling ail their student places, be 
said. Primary training places are 
oversubscribed, but in September 
there were an estimated 1,500 
vacancies for secondary school 
students. 

“Schools that did train their 
own teachers would be able to 
plan ahead. If they knew two 
science teachers would be retiring 
in two years' rime, for example, 
they could begin training their 
replacements." Mr Fallon said. 

“The changes will be school 
driven and not imposed on them. 
If they want to bid fora greater say 
in training they should be free to 
do so. It is clearly not going to 
work in the smaller primary 
schools but it should be available 
for the big secondary schools if 
they want it” 

The proposals would extend the 
articled and licensed teacher 
schemes introduced by the gov¬ 
ernment. “We have already bro¬ 
ken the monopoly of the teacher 
training colleges, and that is the 
key to change," Mr Fallon said. 

In September, there were 400 
articled teachers, graduates who 
went straight into schools for two 
years of training and 327 licensed 
teachers: trainees aged more than 
26 with at least two years' higher 
education. About 12,500 newly 
trained teachers enter the class¬ 
room each year. 

Mr Fallon is also concerned at 
the academic quality of some of 
the students entering teacher 
training for the bachelor of edu¬ 
cation degree. Many colleges allow 
students to enter with only two 
grade C passes at A-leveL 
“The level has not changed for 
the past ten years and what is 
worrying is that it is still too low,” 
he said. “Teacher training is easier 
to get into than almost any other 
area of higher education and it 
also seems almost impossible to 
fail.” 

New criteria for course stan¬ 
dards have been set for the 
Council for the Accreditation of 


Teacher Education (Cate) and Mr 
Fallon said he was still concerned 
that they would not be sufficiently 
rigorous. The government is also 
concerned that the academic stan¬ 
dard of teacher training has been 
allowed to drop. 

Courses, whether in specialist 
colleges, polytechnics or univer¬ 
sity departments, have to be 
initially approved by the accredi¬ 
tation council and then checked 
by universities, some of which, Mr 
Fallon said, are failing to maintain 
standards. He said he was not 
convinced that all universities 
were properly policing these 
courses. 

A critical independent report in 
1985 said that the universities 
expected less of colleges than they 
did of themselves, relied on 
informal methods, and that stan¬ 
dards varied too much. People 
checking the courses were being 
asked to do too much and had 
insufficient knowledge of the sub¬ 
ject they were inspecting. 

A code of practice was in¬ 
troduced by the Committee of 
Vice-Chancellors and Principals, 
but it is not followed by every 
university. Mr Fallon said: “We 
will now check more thoroughly 
whether the academic standards of 
these courses are what they set out 
to be." 


Entrance for an exit: Dr Robert Rtmcie going into Canterbury Cathedral yesterday to take 
his last Christmas service before he retires as archbishop Dr Rnncie's message, page 4 


Gorbachev hits snag in his 
bid for greater authority 


Continued from page 1 
the biggest in the Soviet Union, 
would resist sweeping new pow¬ 
ers for Mr Goriachev. “I mil 
vote against because there is 
enough power in the hands of 
one man, even too much,” he 
told journalists in the lobby of 
the Kre mlin Hall of Congresses. 

The debate on constitutional 
chang es comes after demands by 
several deputies for Mr Gorba¬ 
chev to take finn action to 
restore older in the face of 
increasing disregard for the cen¬ 
tral government’s authority. 
Presidential decrees have been 
flouted by regions and republics 
demanding greater sovereignty, 
and deputies have accused Mr 
Gorbachev of indecision in tack¬ 
ling economic problems and 
ending inter-ethnic disputes. 

Under the amendments ap¬ 
proved yesterday, Gorbachev 
will have ultimate power, but 
there will be a greater role for the 
federation council advisory 


group, which comprises repre¬ 
sentatives of all republics, in co¬ 
ordinating decisions. 

Mr Gorbachev already has the 
authority to issue decrees on 
virtually every aspect of Soviet 
life, but the constitutional 
amendments nil] give him an 
unprecedented legal basis for his 
powers. 

His authority over the repub¬ 
lics will also be largely con¬ 
ditioned by the outcome of a 
debate on a new union treaty, 
allowing greater republican auto¬ 
nomy in a renewed Soviet 
federation. On Monday, Mr 
Gorbachev pushed through two 
resolutions providing for nation¬ 
wide referendums to be held on 
the principle of the Soviet Union 
remaining a single state and on 
the contentious subject of private 
land ownership. 

He also managed to gain 
overwhelming backing from the 
congress for the concept of the 
new union treaty, which must be 


ratified by the republics. The 
Baltic republics, seeking in¬ 
dependence, have refused to take 
part in talks on the treaty and 
other republics have strong 
reservations. 

Yesterday was the eighth day 
of a Congress that has seen 
Eduard Shevardnadze's dra¬ 
matic resignation as foreign min¬ 
ister last week, and a hardline 
speech by the KGB chief Vladi¬ 
mir Kryuchkov accusing foreign 
agents of plotting against the 
Kremlin. 

Mr Gorbachev had wanted Mr 
Shevardnadze to be his vice- 
president, but the former foreign 
minister has said be would not 
accept the job if it were offered. 
Efforts continue, however, to 
find him a role in the govern¬ 
ment. “Shevardnadze is a man 
who has done a lot and will still 
do a lot,” Mr Gorbachev told 
reporters yesterday. "The ques¬ 
tion of where and how will 
continue to be discussed.” 


Exiled king 
returns to 
Romania 

From Reuter 

IN BUCHAREST 

THE exiled King Michael of 
Romania returned to his home¬ 
land yesterday after 43 years in the 
West and one year after the 
revolution which overthrew the 
Ceausescu regime. He arrived at 
Bucharest international airport in 
a private aircraft with his wife, the 
former Queen Ana, and one of 
their daughters, Princess Sophie. . 

King Michael, aged 69, travel¬ 
ling on a Danish passport, was 
going to Curtea de Aiges. where 
members of his family are buried. 

“This is a private visit,” said 
Princess Margarets, his eldest 
daughter, who arrived here last 
week. “My father thought it would 
have been wrong to come back for 
the anniversary of last year's 
events. It would have given a 
political connotation to his visit-” 


Revolution’s "scapegoat”, page 7 
Leading article, page 9 


Blackouts after 
storms put paid 
to festive lunches 

By Nicholas Watt 


Winds gusting up to "Omph 
flattened trees ripped away roofs 
and brought an empty house 
crashing down in Weymouth. 

Members of the Royal Family 
were hit by a storm, including 
winds gusting at 55mph, when 
they attended the Christmas day 
service at Sandringham parish 
church. . 

The River Usk breached its 
banks at Brecon, Powys, after 
torrential overnight rain in the 
mountains higher up stream. A 
100 -yard stretch of the town’s 
promenade was under water. 

Flights in and out of Heathrow 
continued unaffected despite. 
winds of more than 30 knot* 
Passengers faced bumpy takeoffs ' 
and landings. 

The A76 Dumfries to Kilmar-. 
nock in Scotland was closed for 
about an hour by flood waters at 
New Cumnock, Ayrshire. The 
River Nitb also burst its banks at 
high tide in Whitesands. 

Photographs, page 3. 


Helicopter 
in Atlantic 


GALES and heavy rain left thou¬ 
sands of people without electricity 
yesterday and four people were 
injured when a church pinnacle 
collapsed in high winds onto a 
congregation in Wiltshire. 

The accident happened alter the 
first hymn during the Christmas 
day morning service at St Mi¬ 
chael's and All Saints' Church in 
Kington St Michael, near Chip¬ 
penham, Wiltshire. Four people 
were taken to Chippenham district 
hospital with minor injuries and a 
lum p of masonry missed the priest 
by inches. 

The morning Christmas service 
on independent television was 
interrupted when the London 
Weather Centre issued a severe 
weather alert after winds reached 
106 mph on the Severn Bridge and 
80mph in the south. 

People in the Vale of Evesham, 
Worcestershire, who lost their 
electricity supply in the blizzards 
two weeks ago were among the 
thousands cut off yesterday in 
Kent, Hampshire, Staffordshire, 
the West Country and Yorkshire. 
At South Littleton, near Evesham, 
children had to open their Christ¬ 
mas presents by candlelight. 

One villager said: “We struggled 
through the blizzard without 
power for two days — now this has 
to happen. We are all-electric. We 
don't know when we shall get 
Christmas dinner or whether it 
will be bot or cold.” 

High winds, reaching storm 
force ten, and driving rain swept 
over the West Country yesterday, 
leaving a trail of destruction. 
Roofa were blown off more than 
six houses in Devon and firemen 
with heat-seeking equipment 
fought to free an elderly couple 
trapped under a pile of bricks in 
their house when a strong wind 
ripped their roof Cedric and 
Muriel Brooks, of Stoke Canon in 
Devon, were in bed when part of 
their roof was whipped up and 
tossed 70ft down the road. 

T rams of emergency workers 
braved gale-force winds in Corn¬ 
wall as high winds and driving 
rain swept over the county, 
brought down power lines and 
blacked out up to 300 people. 
Some roads in Devon lay under 
seven inches of rain as motorists 
were advised not to travel because 
of surface water and fallen trees. 



The church tower after it 
lost its left pinnacle 


rescue 

Conthraed from page 1 

The Sea King returned the 
injured man to limerick. Earlier, 
with a different crew, it winched 
four men from a chemical tanker 
aground near Milford Haven, 
Dyfed. 

The captain and eight other 
crew remained on board to try and 
save the 14,000ton Swedish vessel 
Thun tank 9 which was in ballasL . 
Coastguards and the remaining ® 
crew were secured the ship to a 
buoy with the aid of two tugsanda 
lifeboat to prevent further pound¬ 
ing from the Force nine gate. 

A spokesman for Milford Ha¬ 
ven coastguard said: “There is not 
much chance of getting it back to 
sea with the winds blowing it into 
the share. Our main task is to try 
and avoid any further damage.” 

Before setting off across the 
Atlantic Sergeant Stevens said: 
“Christmas lunch will be a Hole 
later than usual this year. This is 
the first time in three years that we 
have actually been tailed out on 
Christina- Day, and then we ga 
two rescues.” 

Twelve men were airlifted to 
safety from a disabled Danish oil 
rig supply vessel off Shetland and 
a supply boat sank after hitting a 
drilling rig off Great Yarmouth. 

The coastguard and air-sea res- • 
cue service maintains the same 
levels of staff at Christinas as on ■ 
every day of the year, although a' 
special Christmas lunch is pre¬ 
pared for those on duty. ' | 
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ACROSS 

I March past made Browning feel 
like this (S>. 

S Compensated when unemployed 
as film actor (6). 

10 Only accepting two names in 
order to make provision for mis¬ 
hap (i 1,4). 

11 There’s always a way, he's found 

(7). . 

12 Dancing, eg to a TV broadcast 

(7). 

13 Outstanding feature in Oxford 
Street area (4.4). 

15 In which army section sees, say, 
enemy’s van? (Si. 

IS Not a day job. love for a swain 
(5). 

20 Sailor, in disposition an idle fel¬ 
low (S). 

23 Acclaim in part of theatre — 
singular approbation (7). 

25 Latge catch put. initially, in hold 
at sea (7). 
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WORD-WATCHING 


26 It’s the language very short 
speaker used (7.8 l 

27 Offspring of queen and king, it 
appears, with little honour (6). 

28 Duke's house-dog (8). 

DOWN 

1 100 in prison must be moved for 
this game (6). 

2 Art movement’s peculiar 
characteristic (9j. 

3 Cook chips with an edible plant 
(7). 

4 Locked up with different keys 
(5). 

6 What's left of very badly con¬ 
structed highway? (7). 

7 Wreck in Adriatic port (5). 

8 More loving person making pro¬ 
posal (S). 

9 Like one of the king's men, regu¬ 
larly late for audience (S). 

14 Relating to the mouthpiece of 
the fctiace (8). 

16 Weapon with chamber, empty 
when all the rounds are fin¬ 
ished? (9J. 

17 Wrestling attack rugby player 
may resort to (4-4). 

19 Shot approaching house (2-5). 

21 Captain of the B team in agony 
I 7 )- . 

22 Music in pavan the man themat¬ 
ically repeated (6). 

24 Jack's call to stop a giant (5). 

25 Live broadcast's central part ca¬ 
pably presented (5). 


Concise Crossword, page li 


A daily safari through the 
language jungle. Which of the 
possible definitions is correct? 

By Philip Howard 
PERSICO 

a. Peach and apricot cordial 

b. Persian horary 

c. A bot desert wind 
FOSSOR 

a. A grave-digger 

b. An incisor tooth 

c. A Roman legionary pioneer 
PARAPENTINC 

a. Embroidery double hemming 
fa. Parachuting from a hill 

c. Rounding sheep op for dipping 
KAKOPYGE 

a. A nun-shaped column 

b. Haring ogly buttocks 

c. Covered with spots 

Answers on page 16 . column / 

[ AA ROADWATCH 


London & SE traffic, roadworks 

C London (withm NAS Circs). 731 

M-wayS.'reaS 5 .. 732 

M-wajrs/nwCs WDartford T . 733 

M-wavs,'reads Carlo? a T -\»23 . . . 734 

ftAways'fcads M 33 >.«. 

MS Lonacn OCtlai oa‘/. . .. 73 s 

Natcna) traffic and round works 
Natcral motorways . . 737 

West Country ... . 738 

Wales. . . 739 

Midlands . ? 4 C 

E*s* An^a 741 

Norm-wes»E l 'sand . .742 

Nertfc-easf Er.gana . . 743 

Scotland 744 

Ncrhern ’rear'd 745 

AA R 53 d»z?=ft is charged ai 33 p per 

Hirrufe iiV?ao »a!e) and 44 p ocr rmuie at 

ail ctw nines 


.:WEATMErt?S.£ : xy' Another wet and ™ d y 

across the country. Eastern 




areas of England and Scotland may be dry at first, but rain 
will sweep across all parts during the morning. At the same 
time, brighter weather with blustery showers, perhaps 
thundery, will spread into western parts. Showers over 
Scotland, northern England and Northern Ireland. Outlook: 
remaining windy, with bright periods and blustery showers. 
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aboQhp emiaC» ;V. 


MIDDAY: i-ihunoer d-dnzde. fg-fog. s-sun; 
34-steet; sn-enow. Mar octaud; Main 

C F 

IS SI 9 
14 57 t 
Malta 15 53 c 
Mato’ma 23 73 a 
Mexico C* 21 70 a 
Mtemr 23 B2 1 
M4an l 34 c 
Mororear 2 38 c 
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Ajactio 

11 

52 

c 

Akrofcrt 

15 

53 

a 

Atox'drla 

16 

64 

1 

Aljjlora 

14 

5 1 

a 

Amsf dm 

6 

43 

t 

Athuns 

10 

50 

1 

Bahrain 

S3 

73 

s 

BarbatJS* 

28 

Ki 

1 

Barmina 

10 

50 
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3 

0 

37 

32 

a 

Bermuda* 

SB 

7 ? 

1 

Biarrsz 

11 

52 

1 

Borae'x 

8 

4G 

r 

Brass*** 

b 

43 

1 

Budapst 

BMrea* 

0 

32 

s 

SI 

HI 

c 

C*uo 

SI 

/II 

1 

Capa Tn 

S3 

73 


CTrtnne* 

15 

59 


Chicago* 

■12 

10 

s 

Ch'cmircti 

25 

77 

1 

Coioane 

4 

39 

1 

C-piwgo 

2 

3b 

d 

Corfu 

7 

*5 

f 

Dujwn 

5 

41 

1 

OuhrgvnUc 

5 

41 

r 

Fero 

14 

67 


Florenca 

6 

46 

1 

Frankfurt 

1 

34 


Funcnai 

18 

64 


Geneva 

3 

37 

c 

Gt&msr 

14 

57 


Helsinki 

-1 

30 


Hong K 
• - 

19 

0 

bH 

32 

0 

Istanbul 

7 

45 

1 

Jeddah 

ao 

66 


Jotwtr 

28 

82 

f 

►Camera 

26 

/» 

■ 

L Palma* 

19 

Mi 

1 

LeTquat 

7 

45 

c 

Ltabon 

13 

55 

r 

Locarno 

0 

32 

c 

LAngetr 

7 

45 

■ 

Luxernbg 

1 

3* to 


SR 

8? 


Maond 

3 

37 
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Aberdeen 

tass 

Birmingham 
Blackpool 
~ -Regia 



Buxton 

CanSW 

Cramer 

Donatos 

ESnbunjn 

Exmoutti 

FpnouTh 
Folkestone 
Guernsey 
Haatiga 
Hunstanton 
Jersey 
Leeds 
Lerwick 
LKOeftampcon 
London 
Lowestoft 
Margate 
Mtoeoeed 
Morecambe 
Newquay 


Santiago- 31 88 s 
SPauto* 23 82 t 
Seoul i 34 sn 
Smg'por 31 88 f 
S^khohn 0 32 c 
Swab rg 2 36 c 
Sy$*y 27 81 a 
Tangier i« 57 f 
Tel Am 15 53 B 
Tenerife 21 70 1 
Tokyo 12 54 s 
Toronto- -1 30 f 
Tunto 18 61 c 

vottntis 12 54 1 

VanCvar* « ^ c 
VWC* 2 36 e 
Vienna -2 2fl c 
Warsaw -2 28 a 
WOSh'tan* 21 70 c 
wermon 17 63 d 
. — . Zurich 0 32 c 
' denotes figures are taieol Bvafebu 


Ptmxanca 
nymoum 
SauntonSnd 
Scarborough 
sotyistos 
Stives 
Stornoway 
Swanage 
TMgnmouft 
TVeo 
Torquay 
Wnyr nouto 

Them are Monday's Bgtass 


Swi 

hr» 

22 

48 

U 

34 

as 

24 
47 

25 
45 
01 

31 

32 
59 
63 

35 
04 
02 

36 

26 
13 

02 

X 

51 

28 

43 

22 

S3 

4 I 
4 1 
23 
51 
48 
OG 
36 
45 
21 
48 
45 
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Rain 

In 

31 

.46 

09 

04 

24 
.15 

25 

09 

38 

.11 

07 

.07 

.14 

05 

06 

07 

.05 

16 

.10 

.03 

31 

09 

.16 

06 

.05 

07 

.13 

17 

03 

06 

.06 

.00 

.11 

.13 

23 

22 

.16 
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Max 
C F 


4 

7 

4 
9 

7 
9 

10 

5 

8 
fl 
7 

6 
10 

7 
B 

11 

8 
B 
II 
9 

5 
10 

9 

6 
9 
9 

7 
B 

8 
10 

9 

9 
7 
11 

10 

5 
10 
9 

6 
11 
11 
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39 sunny 
45 thunor 
39 bngiu 
48 sunny 

45 bngm 
48 rari 
50 nmy 
41 bright 

46 shower 
46 drizzle 
45 hai 

43 bngm 
50 sunny 

45 sunny 

46 shower 
52 bngm 
46 shower 
46 nan 

52 brlgM 
48 sunny 
41 shower 
50 nan 
48 nun 
46 dul 
46 drtzria 
48 atony 

45 bngnt 

46 bright 
46 bright 
50 sunny 
48 Dttgril 
46 bnghf 
45 nwiy 
52 sunny 
50 ausiy 

41 had 
50 shower 
<8 sunny 
43 Stwor 
52 Sumy 
52 shower 
41 sunny 



Temperatures ai midday yesterday: c. cloud, f. 
her; r, ran. 3 . sun. 

CP C F 

BaHast 5 41 c Guernsey 7 45 r 

B'rmgham 5 41 c Inverness B 43 r 

Blackpool 6 43 C Jersey 6 46 r 

Brtstol 7 45 f London 6 43 r 

Ceram 8 48 f M'nchsMr 6 «J c 

EdfoCur gh 5 41 c Newcastle 7 AS, r 

Glasgow 8 43 e R’rtdsway 6 43 f 


UGHTING-UPTIME 

_ mm asnwterawB am - 

Bristol 4 07 pm lo 8 16 am 
Edinburgh 353 pm to 844 am 
Manctiemer 354 pm to 825 am 
Penzance 425 pin to 821 am 


Sun rises: Sunsets: 
8-06 am 357pm 

Moon rises MoouaeM 
11.46 pm 126 am 
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NOON TODAY 


TIMES WEATHERCAUL 


For the latest region by reqion fore¬ 
cast, 24 hours a day. del 0896 500 
followed by the appropriate code. 

Greater London .701 


fa 


. Warm front 


•Cold from] 


4{HJ| 


For the latest AA traffic and road¬ 
works information, 24 hours a day, 
dal G 3 S 5 4 G 1 Wkwred by the 

appropriate code 

LONDON 

Dorsol-Hanrs & H 3 W . 

Devon A Cornwall. 

. 703 

. 704 

. 705 


isJln 1 

\ I 

mn 6 prrt to 6 am. 5 C t* 1 Fl Humdity 6 Dm. 7 J 
Ore own Ran 2 *nrlo 6 pni. 2 * m Sun 24 nr la 
6 pm. w Bar. mean sea level. 6 pm. 9953 

Sgrwj.BuckS.Oxfln. 

Beds Hens A Eslcx . . 
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SPORT 


The cheats must 



change for the 
sake of the game 


By Stuart Jones 
FOOTBALL CORRESPONDENT 


PROFESSIONAL footballers, 
and particularly those in the 
first division, will today carry 
a responsibility which they 
have recently been reluctant to 
accept. On a festive occasion 
traditionally reserved for large 
crowds, they should publicly 
begin to raise standards of 
behaviour which, statistically, 
sank to the lowest depths in 
history last weekend. 


The strictness of Fife's 
edicts, and of the referees who 
roust enforce them, will no 
doubt be used by managers 
and players to explain the total 
of 15 dismissals, which has left 
an appalling blot on the 
season's landscape. If so, as 
ususal, they are side-stepping 
the issue. 


Instead of blaming others, 
they should examine their 
own conduct and ask whether 
they are acting in the pure and 
professional manner they de¬ 
mand of comparatively ama¬ 
teur officials. If they are 
honest few can claim to be 
consistently paragons of vir¬ 
tue. Indeed many, albeit tech¬ 
nically but still overtly, axe 
cheats. 


The domestic game is not 
yet deeply infected with the 
infuriating dramatic excesses 
of Europe, such as the diving 
and especially the feigning of 
serious injury. But other 
equally irritating and un¬ 
necessary habits will be seen 
today by spectators, which¬ 


ever League ground they may 
carrzo visit 

How often, for instanc e, is 
an arm raised fora throw-in in 
the full knowledge that it 
should rightly be awarded to 
the opposition? How often do 
members of an offending team 
react to a free kick by failing to 
retreat the required ten yards, 
and either holding on to the 
ball or kicking it away? 

Any team which delib¬ 
erately pursues such perverse 
and childish courses of action 
deserves not one jot of sym¬ 
pathy. They should be assist¬ 
ing the man in c har ge, not 
obstructing him. Hfe de¬ 
cisions, no matter how erro¬ 
neous, must visibly be accep¬ 
ted, and ideally without 
reservation. Seldom is that the 
case. 

To the credit of Brian 
Gough, Nottingham Forest 
have long been the most 
notable exception. Rarely are 
any of his representatives seen 
to argue or remonstrate with 
officials. At other dubs, where 
discipline is looser and atti- 
tudes less refined, the practice 
is common and, even worse, 
evidently acceptable. 

Managers and players claim 
in their defence that their 
livelihoods are at stake. In 
spite of the inherent pressures 
and the emotions they gen¬ 
erate, do they not have a duty 
to preserve the dignity and the 
honour of their chosen pro¬ 
fession as well as of their 
dubs? 

It is ironic that England 


should have been set a shining 
example by the national side 
during the World Cup. The 
winners of the team and the 
individual fair play awards, 
they and the present captain, 
Gary Lineker, have illustrated 
that success can be achieved 
without indulging in improper 
conduct 

In contrast, three of the 
leading dubs have since been 
viewed in a dimmer light 
Arsenal and Manchester Uni¬ 
ted brawled with each other, 
and two of Tottenham Hot¬ 
spur’s players were ordered off 
on Saturday. 

The most potentially vol¬ 
atile fixture will be staged at 
Etland Road. It features 
supporters whose reputation 
was once notorious and 
which are in striking form. 
Leeds United, in climbing 
from eleventh to fifth, are 
unbeaten in their last nine 
matches. Chelsea, rising even 
more rapidly, have won all of 
their last five. 


Passions are sure to be 
aroused by the sight of a 
prolific attack — Chelsea have 
averaged more than three 
goals a game over the last 
month — probing a sound 
defence — Leeds have con¬ 
ceded a goal every other game 
during the same period. No¬ 
where else is the balance likely 
to be so fine. 


Dismissals blamed 3 
on new legislation 


WHILE Graham Kelly, the 
chief executive of the Football 
Association envisages a New 
Year of increased sendings off 
he does not find evidence of 
an upward trend in ill-disci¬ 
pline in the English game. 


obviously something which 
we should keep in proportion. 
*1 think tint if the Inter* 


Liverpool should maintain 
their six-point lead by pro¬ 
longing the miserable se¬ 
quence of Queen's Park 
Rangers. Arsenal and Crystal 
Palace, both of whom are at 
can be expected to 
m aintain their challenges. So 
should Tottenham, since Cov¬ 
entry City, whose inability to 
score is assuming chronic 
proportions, have yet to win 
under Terry Butcher. 

No one should be surprised, 
either, if Everton and Aston 
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national Boaril accepts the’ two toothless and sleep- 
proposal from England that mg pants, do not engage m _a 


After a League weekend 
which saw 15 players dis¬ 
missed, Kelly said that the 
new initiative against denying 
the opposition a goal by unfair 
methods had played a consid¬ 
erable part in the increased 
total. 


: “If you discard the so-called 
’professional foul* — the red 
card for serious foul play — 
which I have described as an 
affront to the game, the statis¬ 
tics this season are in feet 
lower than last season for 
sendings-off” he said. “It is 


handling be included as well, 
we could be on course next 
season for some more 
sendings-off too until the 
message gets across that it is 
against the laws and the spirit 
of the game. ' 

“It is something we do not 
want to see in our English 
game.” 

The FA pressed Fife, the 
world’s governing body, for 
such tactics as deliberately 
tripping an opponent when a 
goal seemed probable or pull¬ 
ing back a player who was 
about to shoot to be made 
automatic sending-off of¬ 
fences. 


soporific goalless draw. Shef¬ 
field United have awoken at 
last but they, like everyone 
else, will scarcely relish play¬ 
ing on the wall-to-wall carpet 
at Kenilworth Road. 

They should also beware of 
Luton Town’s recent record. 
In their last two games, a total 
of three players have been sent 
off eight have been booked 
and another ten have received 
stem lectures. May they, 
above all, instantly rediscover 
the spirit of goodwill. 


Leading article, page 9 
Team news, page 21 


Show of temper. Gower leaves the nets in Melbourne yesterday, upset by the presence of television cameras 


Lamb ruled out of Test 


From Alan Lee 

CRICKET CORRESPONDENT 
MELBOURNE 


ALLAN Lamb, the single 
positive factor in England’s 
doleful batting this winter.! 
was yesterday ruled out of the' 
critical second Test match in 
the time it takes to jog hallway 
round the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground. 

Lamb returned with a rueful 
shake of the head, convinced 
that his torn calf muscle was 
beyond repair for a five-day 
game. Within minutes, En¬ 
gland's selection problems 
worsened still further as 
David Gower cut short a 


fitness test in evident distress 
and Chris Lewis reported 
further discomfort from his 
protracted back injury. 

Lewis and Lamb were left 
out when England named an 
optimistic party of 14 late last 
night Gower and Small, who 
has a thigh strain, were in¬ 
cluded, but neither was con¬ 
fident of playing in a match 
which England know they 
must not lose if this series is 
not to assume farcically one¬ 
sided proportions. 

Gower is understandably 
anxious over his future, hav¬ 
ing sustained an inhibiting 
blow on the right wrist so soon 
after recovering from a thumb 


injury. This doubtless ex¬ 
plains his show of temper in 
the nets yesterday morning, 
when he complained about the 
intrusive presence of tele¬ 
vision cameras as he tried to 
knock up, and then openly 
exchanged views with the tour 
manager, Peter Lush, before 
stalking, stony-faced, out of 
the nets. 

Gower spent the next half- 
hour wandering alone on the 
outfield of the MCG, 
contemplating the prospect of 
missing a match crucial to his 
future in the England side. 
Lush said: “He is very keen to 
play in this game and he is 
pretty distressed.” 


Lamb’s injury, sustained 
while mystifyingly running 
back to the team hotel in 
Ballarat after a three-hour 
innings, may yet be serious 
enough to keep him out of the 
third Test in Sydney as well, a 
grievous blow for a team 
whose luck is presently as tow 
as is possible to imagine. 

AUSTRALIA (fronft A B Border (captain), 
Q R March. M A Taylor, D C Boon. D M 
HGB 


ENGLAND (from): G A Gooch (captfui), M 
A Atherton. W LarHIne. D I Gower. R A 


Smith. A J Stewart. J E Monte. R C 
RiUMfl, P A J DeFreitas, G C Small, A R C 
Fraser. D E MMcofen. P C R TufneU. E E 
Hammings. 


Russell's aims, page 20 


By John Goodbody 

THE Liberal Democrats lead¬ 
er on Sheffield city council 
yesterday attacked the Labour 
majority for taking risks with 
municipal services in order to 
finance the 1991 World Stu¬ 
dent Games. Councillor 
David Chadwick was reacting 
to a progress report on the 
staging of the event, which will 
attract 6,000 competitors from 
120 countries in 11 sports. 

Anyone reading ibe report, 
which will be debated at an 
extraordinary meeting of the 
council on December 31. will 
understand why there are fears 
that the Games will Jose more 
money than any event in the 
history of British sport. 

Although Ray Gridley, the 
director of Gaines administra¬ 
tion. still recommends that the 
council should not change its 
requirement that the final 
account “should produce a 
balance of expenditure against 
income”, the uncertainty is 
eiidenL 

The report states: “The 
projected income is still and 
will remain a matter of man¬ 
agerial judgment and an ele¬ 
ment of risk will be associated 
with those judgments 
throughout the duration of the 
project," Chadwick com¬ 
mented: “The element of risk 
is in the order of £10 to £12 
million of poll tax-payers’ 
money in 1991. Labour poli¬ 
ticians in Sheffield town hall 
are willing to write 'blank 
cheques' by authorising sev¬ 
eral council officers to enter 
into contractual arrangements 
for the Games without 
producing any evidence as to 
how income will be 
generated.” 

It is estimated that the 
Games will cost a minimum 
of£]7 million to be staged and 
the report added that the 
pledged income is only £5.57 
million. The organisers hope 
that increased sponsorship, 
ticket sales and merchandising 
will make up most of the 
deficit 

Both Pamela Gordon, the 
chief executive, and Malcolm 
Newman, the city treasurer 
admitted that there are at 
present “several significant 
uncertainties in relation to 
next year’s overall budget”. 

Last June, the city council 
agreed to underwrite the 
Games and it seems certain 
that local services will be cut 
to pay for the biennial event 
because the city council can¬ 
not increase its poll tax in 
1991 because it has been 
charge-capped by the 

government. 


Bookmakers blamed for crisis in racing 


By Richard Evans 


BOOKMAKERS are largely 
responsible for the financial 
crisis feeing British horse rac¬ 
ing because their £200 million 
a year profits are made at the 
expense of the sport, accord¬ 
ing to a report to be submitted 
toMFs. 

The latest analysis of the 
racing industry, which in¬ 
cludes a detailed breakdown 
of bookmakers' earnings, 
claims that the low levels of 
prize money, which are forc¬ 
ing several owners and train¬ 
ers out of racing, are directly 
linke d to money made by the 
big betting battalions. The 
report has been prepared by 
Christopher Spencer-Phiflips, 
an owner-breeder from 
Rdtvenden in Kent 
.Prize money in the United 
Kingdom (£41 million last 
year) amounts to 0.9 per cent 
of the betting turnover (£4.3 
billion), compared to 3 per 
cent in France and Hong 
Kong, 5 per cent in Australia, 
7 per cent in the United States 


and 9.65 per cent in Canada. 
By contrast, the government’s 
8 per cent betting duty is not 
out of line with other racing 
countries. 

“The difference between the 
UK prize money level of 0.9 
per cent of total money bet 
and a healthy prize money 
percentage of 3 per cent, must 
go to the bookmakers. This 
must be the conclusion when 
comparing betting turnover 
and percentage profit to safes 
figures for other countries 
with the UK,” the survey says. 
Owners, breeders, trainers and 
stable lads “are and have been 
for some time, subsidising 
racing, while bookmakers 
make money”. 

The report is certain to 
provoke a furious response 
from the bookmakers’ lobby, 
but it wiD strike a chord with 
many punters. A copy is being 
forwarded to the Commons 
home affairs select committee, 
which is starting an enquiry 
into the betting industry next 
month. 


( THE OVERALL PICTURE ) 
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“The bookmakers contrib¬ 
ute nothing at all directly to 
prize money, other than a 
small amount of voluntary 
sponsorship,” the reort states. 
“Racing lays on this huge 
show from which the book¬ 
makers turn over £4 3 billion 
and make profits of £200 
milli on a year, yet they 
contribute nothing back to the 
sport” 

Such a damning statement 
will be challenged by the 
Bookmakers' Committee, 
which recently told the all¬ 
party parliamentary racing 
and bloodstock industries 
committee that estimated pay¬ 
ments by bookmakers to bene¬ 
fit racing totalled £13,357,000 


in 1989/90. The contributions 
were made via sponsorship, 
racecourse admission fees. 
Satellite Information Services, 
copyright fee to the Tote, and 
racecourse betting offices, 
MPs were informed. 

By scouring annual reports 
and culling City data, Spencer- 
Phiflips has produced a fas¬ 
cinating snapshot of 
bookmakers’ turnover and 
profits which, if correct, 
undermines meagre profit 
claims made by bookies. 

The report says that the 
financial breakdown shows 
that the Tote's market share of 
4 per cent is “extremely 
disappointing” by any stan¬ 
dards; that the Betting Office 


licensees Assocation's net 
profit claim of 2 to 3 per cent 
for bookmakers is “clearly 
untrue” and that Ladbrokes 
have built a £2.5 billion 
business “paying nothing di¬ 
rectly to racing for their racing 
product” 

“There is a strong argument 
to suggest that the level of 
profitability of one or two of 
the bigger companies is under¬ 
stated, due to the way of 
allocating overheads to their 
bookmaking divisions. Brent 
Walker paying 12 times earn¬ 
ings for William Hill would 
also seem to confirm this 
view.” 

Unlike the recent Zetland 
report, which analysed the 
financial plight feeing racing 
but did not offer a solution, 
Spencer-Phiflips has proposed 
what needs to be done. His 
recommendations include: 

• Bookmakers being made to 
part with a small proportion of 
turnover — starting with 1 per 
cent — mainly from their 
highly profitable cash business 


which would go to racecourses 
and prizemoney. 

• Transferring the Tote with a 
new, dynamic management 
team to racing’s control. The 
Tote should increase its mar¬ 
ket share of the UK betting 
market, launch a series oflarge 
guaranteed pool beting 
scheme nationwide and be 
prepared to buy William Hill, 
if it comes up for sale. 

• The setting up of a new, 
democratically elected racing 
body to run racing. 

The report concludes: “The 
fundamentals of the industry 
in the UK can only be 
determined by a realistic prize 
money fund in Britain to 
make it a viable leisure in¬ 
dustry for all who participate 
in it, and this can only come 
about from strong manage-’ 
meat and the bookmakers 
contributing some realistic 
percentage of their turnover 
for their product.” 


Previews and cards for eight 
Pages 22,23 


The abiding memory of one of Britain’s greats 


By John Goodbody 

LILLIAN Board died 20 years ago 
today from cancer. It was the 
cruellest and most poignant of 
deaths. . 

Only six months earlier, she had 
hw>n r unning competitively. She 
was the European 800 metres 
champion, a world record holder in 
the 4x400 metres relay, and an 
Olympic silver medal winner. 

She was aged 22 and with so 
much to give the sport and so much 
living to do. In a sense, British 
women's athletics has never really 
replaced her because she has a 
unique aura about her, a vivacity, 
and a simple charm. . 

When she died, people in athletics 



felt that not only had they lost a 
champion, but also a friend. She 
was almost naive in bar candour. 
There was no “side" to her. 

Bom in Durban in 1948, she and 
her twin sister, Irene, came to 
England with their Manch ester- 
boro parents at the age of two. A 
member of the London Oiympiades 
at the age ofl 2, she won the English 
schools junior long jump title two- 
and-a-half years later. 

It was in 1967 that she became 
internationally renowned. As a 400 
metres runner and raring in Los 
Angeles in a match between pie 
Untied Stales and fife British 
Commonwealth, she came through 


the field to beat Judy Pollock, the 
world record holder, in 52L.8sec, 
more than a second faster than she 
had run before. 

Lillian was the dear favourite for 
the Olympic title and a successor to 
her friend, Mary Rand, as what was 
termed the “golden girls” of British 
athletics. 

At the Mexico City Olympics, she 
looked supreme in the heats of the 
400 metres and in the final, sped 
away from the field. She seemed 
uncatchable. But the altitude and 
the early effort cost her dearly, and 
as she tired, Colette Besson, of 
Fiance, caught her in the last few 
strides to win by 0.07sec. 

She had to wait a year for her 
revenge in an important event At 
the European championships, she 
began by finishing first in the 800 


metres. Some people questioned 
whether she had deliberately 
avoided the 400 metres because of 
the presence of Besson and her 
compatriot, Nicole Dodos. The 
4x400 metres gave the answer. 

On the last lap she took the baton 
two metres behind Besson, who was 
ten metres up at one stage How¬ 
ever, gradually. Board whittled 
away at the lead and as the pair 
entaed the home straight the Briton 
knew she had a chance. It was one 
of Britain's epic relays. The pair 
were given the same time but the 
camera gave Board and Britain the 
victory. She was voted sports¬ 
woman of the year and received an 

MBE. 

A year later she was fighting 
cancer. The press was sworn to 
secrecy aod everyone respected the 


wishes of her family and her 
boyfriend, David Emery, now 
sports editor of the Daily Express, 
who married Lillian’s aster, Irene. 

When the news broke, people 
could not believe that the epitomy 
of health and fitness had been struck 
down by such a disease. She 
snuggled as courageously against 
cancer as she has struggled as an 
athlete. But on Boxing Day 1970, as 
people were leaving the football 
grounds of Britain, the bulletin 
came through that she was dead. 

Eight months later, the world of 
athletics gathered in Helsinki forthe 
1971 European championships. 
Vera Nikolic, of Yugoslavia, a great 
rival of Board, was first in the 800 
metres. When she came off the 
track, she said simply: “I won that 
for Lillian. " 


ELIZABETH DAVID COOKSHOPS 

AUTHENTIC 
FRENCH 
KITCHENWARE 
AT DECIDEDLY 
LOW PRICES. 


SALE STARTS ON 
THURSDAY 27th DECEMBER. 



The Le Creuset Round Casserole Is now 
only £24.45 a saving of over £16 and a 
saucepan is now only £2L95 a saving of 
over £9. Just two of the reductions in our 
Winter Sale. 


ELIZABETH DAVID COOKSHOPS. 3 The Market 
Covent Garden. WC2 (071) B36 9167 Mon-Sal from 
IOam. Sun from 12 noon. At KEDDIES. The High Street. 
Southend-on-Sea (0702) 600461 At MASON S. 46/47 
High Street. Canterbury (0227) 456755 Extn. 329 
KEDDIES and H ASOH'S Mon-Sat 9am to 5.30pm. 
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Jack Russell, the wicketkeeper dedicated to cricket, sets sights on his mentor’s records 


Single-minded man with a mission 


From Alan Lee 

CRICKET CORRESPONDENT 
IN MELBOURNE 


IN THE one-track wodd of Jack 
RussdL Christmas was cancelled 
this year. The only pertinent fact 
about yesterday, so far as England’s 
wicketkeeper was c o ncerned, was 
that it was the day before Boxing 
Day and the resumption of his life’s 
obsession. 

This morning, in die concrete 
bowl that Russell saw for the first 
time on Christmas Eve, Melbourne 
staged the start of the most tra¬ 
ditional of all Ashes Test matches, 
the one which hosts a thousand 
hangovers and as many tall stories 
of festive high jinks. 

Russell hid no part in this. As 
usual, he was cocooned in his 
private world, a slave to his 
addiction. Christmas? “It does not 
exist this year,” he says seriously. 
To me, the Test match is all that 
matters, and I have prepared for it 
in the same way I always do.” 

And so, yesterday, as the England 
players upheld tradition with a 
fancy dress party after two hours’ 
practice, Russell could not wait to 
be away from the celebrations and 
back in the solitude he seeks before 
every big game. He ate a light lunch 
and drank nothing but water. Then 
he retired to his room and a few 
hours' meditation before a very 
early night 

Russell denies being an eccentric 
but is well aware of the view. “The 
lads keep me a top-drawer 

loony," he smiles. T don't mind 
that- We are all made differently. 
It’s just that my whole life is geared 
to cricket, even my marriage. 
.Everything I do is thought through 
to help my game, but I don’t call 
that eccentric, more like common 
sense.” 

It is necessary only to have a 
conversation with Russell to appre¬ 
ciate a commitment to cricket 
which far exceeds the levels de¬ 
manded of his breed. Within min. 
utes, be will tell you of his intention 
to play 100 Tests, to score 5,000 
runs for England and, said most 
urgently of aU, “to catch everything, 
never dropping abalT.lt is the look 
in his eyes and the tone of his 
Cotswold voice that insists this is no 
act. This is a man seriously hooked 
and quite unabashed about saying 
so. 



Private world: Russell immerses himself in exercises yesterday during practice for the second Test match against Australia at Melbourne 


“I have been switched on to this 
Test for days now, thinking about 
their batsmen and bowlers, working 
on my own readiness. I am wound 
up about it because it is a matter of 
life and death to me. The game is a 
drug to me and I really can't 
imagine being without it” 
Fastidious and idiosyncratic, 
Russell could be a clone of Alan 
Knott. He says he has worked out 
his own way of doing things, but 
adds immediately: “It might be no 
accident that they are also Knotty's 
ways. He is an inspiration to me, 
and has been from my very early 
days, when I used to love playing 
against Kent so that I could seek 
him out for advice at the end of a 
day. 


“He was the greatest of all time in 
my position, a wicketkeeping all- 
rounder, and both by his achieve¬ 
ments and his advice he has given 
my career direction. I have got to try 
and beat him, you see. 1 want to be 
better than be was.” 

Knott (95 Tests, 4,389 runs and 
269 dismissals) still has a comfort¬ 
able lead on Russell (18 Tests, 716 
runs and 55 dismissals) but he is not 
guarding ft selfishly. Instead, he has 
become his successor’s mentor and, 
three times already on this tour, he 
has telephoned Russell to pass on a 
tip or two from what he has seen on 
television. 

“Mentally, he is brilliant,** Rus¬ 
sell says. “There are people on the 
tour I can talk to about my batting 


but when it comes to the mental 
approach of wicketkeeping I go to 
him. If I get down, as I did when I 
was out cheaply in Ballarat on 
Sunday, I just go bade to my room 
and watch Knotty's video. It always 
gets my head straight.” 


There is, predictably, a lot of 
Knott in Russell — more, probably, 
than he is aware of himself The 
turned-up collar, the dangling hand¬ 
kerchief the buttoned-down cuffs 
and the faithful old sunhat are all 
obvious similarities. But in private, 
too, they hardly differ. Like Knott, 
Russell is meticulous with his 
equipment, adding individual- 
touches such as extra padding cm his 
batting gloves. Like Knott, he is 


fussy to the point of fanatical over 
what he eats and drinks. 

“Instead of eating cheese rolls in 
the dressing-room as I used to, 1 will 
have Weetabix, bananas, anything 
with plenty of carbohydrates for 
energy. Honey is another good thing 
-1 often have a spoonful during the 
drinks break. And although I might 
have a pint of shandy at home, 1 will 
never drink alcohol before a game, 
never.” 


It did not, as the amiable Russell 
admitted, make for much of a 
Christmas, but on tour, in Mel¬ 
bourne, and with the nineteenth of 
his intended 100 Tests about to 
begin, that did not concern him at 
alL 


Sidhu takes India 
to easy victory 


Rice reinstated by referee 


CHANDIGARH (AFP) - An 
unbeaten- century by Nayjot 
Sidhu carried India, the defend¬ 
ing champions, to an emphatic 
nine-wicket victory over Bang¬ 
ladesh in the opening match of 
the three-nation Asia Cup here 
yesterday. 


BANGLADESH 
Azhar Hossatn c Azharuddn 
tiWB 


Nurul AbwDn c Raju b Prabhakar 
Fteuq Ahmed c Wassan b Raiu _ 

After AB Khan bFbgu____ 

*NUntazuf Abecfln b Kapfl Dev_ 

Akram Khan Ibw b Kepi Dev ___ 
Enam-ut-Haquanotout.. 


AmkHJ-tatamnotout 


13 
- 2 
67 
44 

- 9 
10 

- 3 
3 


29 


Sidhu hit 10 fours and three 
sixes in his 104, his second one- 
day century, for which he won 
the man-of-the-maich award. 
He shared an opening stand of 
121 with Raman as Bangladesh 
learnt a hard lesson in the art of 
pacing an innings in one-day 
cricket. 


Extras (b 4, l> 9. w 9, nb 7) 

Total (6 wtda. 50 ovars) 170 

G MNamher, tNaalr Ahmed and Jahan- 
irdo 


Bangladesh's innings re¬ 
volved around a third-wicket 
partnership of 108 between 
Famikh Ahmed and Ather Ali 
Khan, both of whom were 
dropped early in their innings 
off Wasson, but the later bats¬ 
men could add only 34 in the 
remaining nine overs. 


glr TakJWar dkt not bet 
FALL OF MCKETBe 1-8, 2-28. 3-138. 4- 
150.5-159.6-184. 

BOWUNG: KepBOev 8-1-17-2; Prabhakar 
10-2-28-1; Wesson 10-0-41-1; Muktieriae 
102-29-0; Ro|u 100-27-2; Tendukar GO- 
ISO. 

INDIA 

WVRamenDwbAIKnHi —.44 

NS Sidhu not out..—.104 

S V Matyekar not out- 11 

Extras 0b 3, w 7, nb 2)- 12 

Tctasp «M, a&s men)-vn 


FALL OF WICKET: 1-121. 

■M Azharuddn, S R TendUkar, tcapl Dew. 
M Prabhakar, tP K Amra. S L VRo)u, S 
MUcherfea and A Wasson tfld not bat. 
BOWLING: Nawaher 9-1-24-0; TaUcdar 
80-180: Hussain 8025-0; Hague 50- 
280; Abwfti 80430; AN Khan 81-23-1; 
Mam 1.50-110. 


OVERSEAS CRICKET 

By Simon Wilde 
T he benefits of a third official 
being on hand to arbitrate cm 
disputes, a proposal which the 
International Cricket Council 
meeting next month is expected 
to approve for all international 
matches, were demonstrated 
during a recent, unruly game in 
South Africa, where indepen¬ 
dent referees are already in use. 

The trouble occurred in a 
match at Johannesburg, where 
Transvaal were chasing a target 
of 212 off 39 overs to beat 
Western Province in the Benson 
and Hedges Trophy, a day- 
night, limited-overs series. It 
was a thrilling contest, which 
Transvaal won narrowly. 

However, at 139 for four in 
the thirtieth over of Transvaal’s 
innings, the match was in the 
balance when Clive Rice, the 
Transvaal captain, was bowled 
on 59 by McMillan off a no-balL 
Rice did not see the umpire's 
signal and set off towards the 
pavillion. At this, one of the 
Western Province fielders, 


Daryll Cullman, raced in with 
the baQ to break the wicket 
Backed by his captain, Lawrence 
Seeff, be appealed fora run out 
The umpire gave Rice out 

A full-blown dispute ensued, 
with Rice;, having seen what had 
happened, hurling to the ground 
first his helmet and then his bat 
It was at this point that the off- 
field referee intervened. He 
overruled the umpire's decision 
and had Rice reinstated, quite 
correctly, on the ground that a 
batsman could not be run out if 
he had not been attempting a 
nut Rice went on to score 68. 

An incorrect decision, one 
doubtless brought on, as so 
often, by the heal of the mo¬ 
ment was thus averted. Seeff 
later apologised to Rice for what 
had happened, although some 
Western Province players at¬ 
tracted further criticism by 
claiming that the laws did not 
allow for a batsman to return 
once he had reached the 
pavillion, as Rice had. 

It is not the first time this 
season that Western Province, 


who are coached by Robin 
Jackman, the former England 
player, have been involved in 
breaches of discipline. Both 
Seeff, after a Currie Cup match, 
and Sieve Jefferies, after the 
Nissan Shield semi-final, have 
been fined for showing dissent 
towards umpires. Shortly after 
the Johannesburg fracas, Seeffs 
season was brought to a pre¬ 
mature end when he was di¬ 
agnosed as having a Mood dot 
under his collarbone. Adrian 
Kuipcr, who was dismissed as 
captain two seasons ago, has 
agreed to deputise. 

If South Africa are soon to 
return to the international 
scene, the timing may prove 
perfect for one prodigy. Her- 
scfaeOe Gibbs, aged 16, a col¬ 
oured from Cape Town of 
whom great things are forecast, 
has announced himself by scor¬ 
ing 77 on his first-class debut for 
Western Province B against 
Transvaal B. 

New South Wales, the Shef¬ 
field Shidd holders, paid the 
price for letting the Waugh 


twins. Mark (229 not out) and 
Steve (216 not out), bat on until 
they had established an Austra¬ 
lian partnership record for any 
wicket, of464unbroken, in their 
match against Western Austra¬ 
lian in Perth at the weekend. 
Western Australian followed on 
287 behind and lost seven more 
wickets in clearing the arrears, 
before Zoehrer and Madeay, 
who both scored unbeaten 
centuries, salvaged a draw. Had 
New South Wales won, they 
would have drawn level with 
Western Australia at the top of 
the table. 

Qu e e n slan d 's prospects of 
qualifying for die Shield final 
look remote after they lost for 
the second successive week, by 
14 runs to Tasmania in Bris¬ 
bane. It was only Queensland's 
third Shield defeat in Brisbane 
in eight seasons. 


Record profit 

Hampshire county cricket dub 
has announced a record profit of 
almost £71,000 for the year 
ended October 31. 


BRIDGE 


EBU regulations criticised 


By Albert Dormer 


THE YEAR is ending on a less 
than joyous note for members of 
the English Bridge Union’s 
(EBU) law and ethics com¬ 
mittee, whose new regulations 
on the bidding conventions 
allowed in its tournaments have 
brought forth a shower of 
brickbats. 

“The board of directors is 
conscious of a mixed reaction.” 
the EBU chairman. Gerard 
Faulkner, said. In fact, the 
reaction appears to cover the 
narrow range from outright 
hostility to mere perplexity. 

In 38 pages of small prim, the 
committee sets out regulations 
for conventions in all EBU- 
liccnccd events. Not only rank- 
and-file members looking for an 
enjoyable game of duplicate, but 
also experienced tournament 
directors, seem equally baffled. 


The most outspoken critic is 
the EBU's own vice-chairman, 
Peter Stocken. In a letter to 
members of the committee, he 
writes: “It is one of the most ill- 
considered. most badly written 
and most difficult to understand 
pamphlets to emanate from this 
committee." 

But opaqueness of language 
may ultimately be less damaging 
than the complicated nature of 
some of the conventions them¬ 
selves. Many players are already 
being discouraged by the 
labyrinthine bidding methods 
that avid theorists are permitted 
to use when playing in EBU- 
licenced events. Now these play¬ 
ers may be alienated father. 

“For the last two years." 
Stocken added. “I have bad the 
responsibility for trying to in¬ 
crease the membership of the 


EBU, and just as I am 
to detect some glimmering 
success, this committee — of 
which I am part — sends out a 
publication that undermines all 
our efforts.” 

The matter is due for debate 
at what promises to be a lively 
meeting of the EBU council on 
January 9, when all 39 county 
associations may participate. 

Meanwhile, ten of Britain's 
top pairs are to do battle at the 
Young Chelsea Cub from Fri¬ 
day through Monday in final 
trials for the European 
championships in Killarney. At 
this leveL they may use any 
systems they like. The selectors 
have named Tony Forrester, 
with his partner. Andrew Rob¬ 
son, but are not committed to 
picking the two top trialist pairs 
to fill the other berths. 


( INBRIEF ) 


Bank backs 
bowls again 


Midland Bank return to bowls 
sponsorship with a £130,000 

bonanza when they stage the 
world indoor championships at 
Preston from February 12 to 24. 

John Price, the defending 
champion from Port Talbot, 
heads one of the strongest-ever 
fields, which includes former 
champions David Bryant. Jim 
Baker. Tony All cock, Hugh Doff 
and Richard Corsic. 

TENNIS: David Wheaton has 
been named to replace Pete 
Sampras, who is injured, in the 
United States team competing 
in the Hopman Cup exhibition 
team tournament 
RUGBY UNION: John Wells, 
the franker, and Brian Smith, 
the fly halt are out of Leicester’s 
game against the Barbarians at 
Welford Road tomorrow. Their 
replacements are Adcy Marriott 
and Jez Harris. 

MOTOR RACING: Martin 
Bnmdle, who has signed to 
drive the Brabham Yamaha 
Grand Prix car for next season, 
■will even the Auto Sports 
International Show 


ICE HOCKEY 


Panthers’ new signing 
pays a rich dividend 


By Norman de Mesqutta 


ALEX Dam pier, the Notting¬ 
ham Panthers coach, decided 
recently that his team needed 
help in attack. So he released 
Rich Strachan. his import 
defenceman, and acquired Todd 
Bidner. an import forward. 

The immediate result was a 
disappointing draw jyilh Fife 
Flyers, but the move paid off on 
Saturday as the Panthers beat 
Durham Wasps 10-2 with 
Bidner scoring five times. 

The Wasps had their own 
five-goal scorer on Sunday in 
defenceman Stephen Cooper, 
but they still had to battle to 
hold on 7-5 against the improv¬ 
ing Cleveland Bombers. 

Another improving team are 
Peterborough Pirates, who had 
wins over Whitley Warriors and 
Solihull Barons to move into 
fourth place in the premier 
division of the Heinekcn 

MnrraySeld Racers and Car¬ 
diff Devils remained in second 
and third places, each gainjpg 


two emphatic wins. 

Poor Lee Valley Lions. 
Following a run of 13 defeats, 
they reorganised their manage¬ 
ment structure last _ week, 
dispensing with the services of 
their coach. Wayne Evers. Ide¬ 
ally. a couple of morale-boosting 

wins would have been the 
perfect result. Unfortunately, 
they had to face the teams lying 
second and third in the first 
division. Slough Jets and 
Bracknell Bees. Predictably, the 
Lions have now lost 15 in a row, 
resultss Praetor dhtetore Ayr Ratters 
& Murayfieid Racers i£ rite Ftyera 5, 
CamiK Ptvn»8: N o tt maftim Paftfws 10. 
Dumtm Wesos 2: Pwrtioroucn R»*a» B. 
WMey wamors Z Dunam waos 10. 
OmttM BomCwe 7;' ‘ 


. rra7;Mvr»SettRaatra 

19. Fite F9|fors 8; St&v/a gras 6. 


PstMtwreugn Pastes 7; vmsay Warners 
8. CanSff Darts 11. nm dMelOK 
BaamgatoM Boron n, Me ow / Been 
8: Humtientte Snmwte A Rorofort 


Raman 3. Stoucn Jars 1Z Lm Valley 
Uora ftTMtort)figera 11 . GUsgo*S*ms 


1 « Bndnea Seea 15 . lm vaawum a: 

Humberside S oa fta w fcs 13. Gasyjw 
Saints 6; Medway Bears 5, SwfctOsn 
wadcata 0: Romford Rafcton 13. fraMont 

Metros 4. 


c 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


J 


30 unless staled 


Eton 


Barclays League 
First division 


Everton v A Vlfla 


Leeds Utd v Chelsea (12.0)_ 

Luton v Sheffield Utd (11.30)— 


Manchester Utd v Norwich 
Nottm Forest v Wimbledon 


QPR v Liverpool (12.Q).... 

Soton v Man City (ell ticket).-.——_ 
Second dhriaton 

Blackburn v Notts Co. 


Brighton v Bristol R (12.30). 


Bristol City v Portsmouth (11.30).. 

Huti v Oxford- 

Ipswich vMic 


MfflwaJi v Leicester (1 1.2 

Newcastle v Swindon. 
Plymouth v Barnsley. 


Shaft Wed v Wolves (12.0). 


Watford v Port Vale (180) 


West Bromwich v Chariton...—...... 

West Ham v Oldham (afl ticket, 12.0) 

Third division 


HacNn; Chaaham v Chaltont St Peter; 
Dorldngv Walton and HaretamiOuMdiv 
Bromley: Harlow v Motesey; Southwark v 
WOrthteg; Tooting and Mitcham v 
HeytxKfge Swifts; Uxbridge v Yoadftg: 
Whytaiufa r Croydon. Second dhrtalan 
ijonh: Basfldon vnvflnt Cofllar Row v 
Tftury; Edgware v Trtng: Hamel Hemp¬ 
stead i Finchley; Kkwabury v Barton; 
Rtenham v Clapton; saffron Walden v 
H orn chu rc h, Stevenage v Hertford; 
Vauxhafl Motors v BamamutBd: Ware v 
gpywore wwwn v BOericay. Second 
grtaon aouft: Abingdon v Ftodowa 

Hejm: Camtertey v Pmarsflekl; Chernov 

v FWthanc Hampton v Banstaad Ath; 

HtjffWd v Bmcknefl; Horsham v Enron 

and Newel; Leattwhead v Cove; 
Newbury « Hungarford: Rutaflp Manor: 
MaktonVale; Southall v Maidenhead. 

HFS LOANS LEAGUE: Premier dhrtaioK 
; Bishop Auckland v 

K v More ca mbe; 

ft 1.0); Gains- 

omougn v smashed (i i .30): Leek Town v 

FrteWsw (12.0k Marine v Southport; 

Mattock v Buxton: Mosatev v Droytedan; 

Sotybrtdge v Hyde. Rrat dMstorc 
"'■may v Roaaendale; 


RUGBY UNION 
Club matches 


Aheravonv Neath. 
Bath v Clifton. 


Bridgend v Me 
Cardiff v Pontyprfdi 
dev Abertii 


|(2^0)_ 

B*w Vale v Aberttkary._ 

Fytde v Preston G (2.15). 
Gala v Melrose (2.0)_ 


i v Melrose 


Glamorgan W v Bristol 
Gloucester v Lydney 

Hawick v Jed-Forest 

Llanelli vL Welsh 


(2.Q).- 


Ldn Irish void MinhiH (2.30). 

» vOtiey (2.15)_ 

^rvCcwentry.-., 


Newc Gosfrth v Northern (2.15)_ 

Newport v Newbridge (7 JO)_ 

Northampton v Nuneaton_-_ _ 

Portypool v Tredegar (2^0),.. 

Rourrdhay v Harrogate (2.15).. 
Selkirk vketeo (2 


Accrington Stank 

aldington Town v' Worksop; Curzon 

Ashton v Newtown; Eastwood Town v 

Alfretan; ErrMy t Parsley Celtic; Warn v 

VyarrWjn; Lancaster v WNffay Say: 
toieaws Borough v H aw o ge tc Wmefard 

"i Congtaton: Workington vNsOierlMd. 


Birmingham v Brentford. 


Bournemouth v M ansf ield 

Bury v Leyton Orient—-- 

Cambridge v Tranmero (11-30). 
Crewe v Preston 


Swansea v Sth Wales Pol_ 

Waterloo v Birkenhead (2.15)_ 

HOCKEY; Cheshire v Lancashire 
(Liverpool Sefton {pound, Z30). 


C SPORT ON TV 1 


Fulham v Bradford (12.0)., 


Reading v Grimsby (12.0). 
Rotherham v Chest 


Shrewsbury v Huddsrsfld. 

Southend v Bolton (12.0).. 

Stoke v Swansea. 


KAZER HOMS LEAGUE: FMBWrd- 

vMok BttMey V PtxrtK Burton v 

Affierstone (li.fe Chelmsford v Greves- 

end J11J0): Crawley v W eN d St o n e 
(11.30): Oaiflord v Donr (12.0); Dor- 

rtnmer v Weymouth (12.Q): Hamowen v 

Bnmgrera (n.r& Moor Green v VS 

R^r (11.0); Ruahden v Cambridge: 
_^_ Waaitaortle v Famboraugh ti23ft 


ATHLETICS: 838 13EO-1SJO: The Sun 

Uto Gnu Race. 

BASEBALL- EUmaport 07-30-0840: Ma- 
Ktr League from the United Sterna. 
BASgVBALL S creene p ort 13J0-18XX) 
and 2OOWa30i Haeriam Week. 
BOXMQ! EumwMrt 21 JXW2.(XJ. 

CmCKET; BT “ - 

07SOamand . 

B8C21R30-17, 

vEndand. 

EOUEBTR 


How Dalglish 
managed to 

fail just once 


very year, before every 


EBTRIANISM: 


Fourth division 

Aldershot v Darlington_ 

Blackpool v 

Cardiff v Carlisle. 


Chesterfield v Burnley (11.30). n 
Doncaster v Maklstono— 
Girhngham v 

Hantepool v Stockport- 

Rochdale v York, 


Scarborough vHaWax.— 


Scunthorpe v Northampton. 
Torquay v Lincoln (11.0)— 
.112.0}. 


Wrexham v Hereford (is 

GM Vauxhafl Conference 

Bath v Yeovil- 

Colchester v Barnet (11.0)., 

Gateshead v Barrow_ 

Kettenng v Boston 
MasctesfleW v AKrineftam__... 


Merthyr v Kxfeerrrtns»r. 

Northwfcfi v Runcorn____ 

Stafford RvTeSord (11.0)-.. 

Sutton Utti v Slouch (11.30)__ 

Weffing v Rsher Adi (11 J0)...„. 

Wycombe W v Cheltenham-- 

B and Q Scottish League 

Premier division 

Aberdeen v St Mirren (8.0)____ 

VAU30UU. LEAGUE: PNMMr AWon: 

Baurgstoka * EftffeW (11 .Oh Btshdp's Std 

v Wbonhor, Camhaftpn t mgam r aan; 

Daganham v Redbridge Famst; Hayes v 
Harrow (11.1$): Manow v Staines (ii.Ok 

StAtearav Hend on pi.30); Windsor artf 


wmrtuB: Heenert o m v Bridgnort h; 

IttWLynn v Corby; Uricwtsr Utd v 
Hkiodey: Newport AFC v Bany; Nuneaton 
Bomuoh v Bedworm; SpeUfng v 
Granmite Stouriiridgii v Dudtoy: Stroud v 
RC WarwfcJt; Tvrwgm V SutUi) CoU* 

ASM. Southern <»siakire Burnham v 

Firehwn: Bury v SuAury: Ceatettwy v 

Margate: Comffteant v Erin on} BoL 

vedars; Dunstable v BOdock; FflOcOatona 

v Hytha; Gpegort Bofoutfl v Newport 

KWf; Hastings v AsMotft S*^»y v 
Andwar, W itney v BucWngham; Yata v 

TTOwOrtOQ*. 

JEWSON EASTERN COUNTIES 
LEMWE: Prefitter dMatos Oiatterte v 
March; Qaaon v uptree; PeBxtowa v 
Sttwmarket; Cohesion v Great Yarmouth; 
Halstead v Braintree; Harwich and 
PMkMten v flranlhara Ath; Lowestoft v 
Hexham; Newmarket v HMon; Watton v 
Thedord: Wtetiech v Kavarhii. 

LEAGUE OF IRELAND: Piaster dhtofeK 

Deny Cftv v Galway United (3^0): Lim¬ 

erick v Cwk City GLlSk m Patrick's 
AthteKvSh«nro0(Rotera(2.i5). 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

STONES BITTEH CHAMPK3N8MP! First 
dtvteimc r eathe ra tpna u Wakeflekl 
in ton hub v caKWorocuo): Hub kr v 

ShsmoU (3.15): Leeds v Bradford (ti.3C9; 

OWham v Rochdale 13.0k St Helens v 

Moan f3.l3t Warrington v WUims f3 OL 

■econo (BvtaioiE Barrow v Cartel* (3.0); 

Branley v Hgnstet (3301: tieweouy v 

Beaty (1130); Doncaster v Ryedate-Yoric 

(iSjOk HuddenMd « Chortey 030); 
KWcfin * HaH« O.ltt Lokffi v SaMord 
OtoT. swMon v Tranord (kOk WWto- 
havw v Workington (3 3W- 


12.00; Nsflon’s Cup mfow. 

' NEWS: Eon 


11 . 00 - 


Euroapoit 
(low. 
eamaport 1830- 


EURO8P0RT 

19.00 and 2330-2330, 

FOOTBALL: B8C1 1030-1130: World 

Cup WohSphta. saa 2030-2230 and 

00.30-023O (tomorrow); Scottish leagua. 
GOLF: C4 1130-1235; Pro-eetabrity 
overt from Franca. 

ME HOCKEY: fl oeenspon 0830*1030, 

11.00-13.00 and ZUOradnUtt: National 

Hockey League. 

ICE SKATING: Screenaaort 17.00-1900 

and Eumaport 1730*1830; Skate Can- 

ada. 3JDO: Euroaport 09.00-0930: Euro¬ 
pean ch a mrtonaWpi. 

MOTOftCvSkOi loreenaporf 1830- 
17.00; Supartikes. DSS 17,00-1800: 
Motocraaa. 

MOTOR SPORT) Seren e port 1030- 
1030 and B88 2230-2330. 
MOUNTAMBERMG; EmepM 0930* 
IVOO; Aacant p( The Matterhorn. 
RACING: t crae na po i i 1033*11.00: 
French aeason. C4 1236-1630: 12.45. 

1.15,1.46.230 and 230 from Kempton. 

8SB2330-mkMghfc Racing news, 
RALLYING; Eumaport 2030-213ttPert9- 
Dakar preview. 

RUO0Y LEAGUE: BIB 1830-17.00: Si 
Hstena vwigan. 


8nW Scr— na pert 07303803 Pro* 
^^■neport ZIM2SM; Ctosacoun- 


1800-2030; 
1825,1830,1930. 


tOur.Etewptrt 
try event 
KNOCKER: 

Centenary_ 

SPORTSH8K: 

2230 and mkfntgM. 
amWMtb Eumaport 1830.17.08 
TENNIS! Euros port 12.30-18.30: 
Merced — Open and Vtmnia sane. 
TENFM BOWLING: ScremapM 1330- 
1880. 

TRAH9 WORLD SPORT: CunMport 180Q. 
2038 


E Christmas, ray mother 
says to her family the 
same thing: “Well rm not 
going to sit and watch tele¬ 
vision after lunch! I'm going 
to play a game!" 

And every year ^ she 
disentombs a shove-ha'pen¬ 
ny board that has led a 
blameless life underneath 
somebody’s bed for 364 days 
and now suddenly finds 
itself centre stage, as if Fred 
Trueman had called it up for 
instant service on a revival 
ofhis 1970s television series, 
Indoor League. 

The inept family of shov- 
ers gathers itself together and 
takes its collective aim. 
Coins skid nervously across 
the little board, guided on 
their way by palms whose 
slow, solicitously imprecise 
shoving style implies that 
they have been warming 
brandy glasses all day in¬ 
stead of practising their 
shove technique. Indeed, the 
general standard of play is so 
poor that a single game can 
last the full 90 minutes, plus 
extra time, plus sudden- 
death penalty shove-ouL 
But shove ha'penny is for 
the family in its athletic 
mode. There are other games 
that it can play on Christmas 
Day, board games, games 
that do not involve standing 
up and containing the 
Christmas stomach. Every 
year, in sedentary accom¬ 
paniment to the shove ha¬ 
'penny, there has been a 
different board game: from 
Mousetrap in the early 
1970s, through Haunted 
House and Totopoly, all the 
way on towards the mature 
ripeness of Trivial Pursuit 
and the potential home- 
wrecker of 19S9, Pictionary. 

This year, in deference to 
my trade and to the modish¬ 
ness of football—and, more 
precisely, of Tenry Venables 
—the game that has been and 
shall be played is, of course. 
The Manager. 



would watch 


yes, but he 
television at the same time 
(thus negating the whole 
purpose of the game). He 
perked up a bit on learning 
that one could adopt a real 
team to manage. “HI have 
Liverpool" he said, his face 
momentarily creasing into 
Scottish crags. “Give me a 
red counter.” 


I became Alex Ferguson 
and my grandmother, hav¬ 
ing admired him from afar 
in Langan's Brasserie, mo¬ 
mentarily submerged her 
own being into that of 
George Graham, but we 
both relinquished the red 
counter to the mighty 
Liverpool. 

My mother, quietly and 
perhaps wisely, stuck with 
blue and Spurs. “You're 
going to be Tel, are you?” 

It began to emerge that 
Venables exerted a certain 
fascination over my father. 
“Did Tel invent this game? 
Quite a clever man.” 

“Tel sent 500 of these to 
the Gulf did he? Hmm.” 

“Whose signature’s on 
that money? Tel's?” 


B 


The publicity for The 
Manager implies that play¬ 
ing the game gives one the 
flavour of what it is like to be 
the boss of a football dub. 
Win the game and you are 
Franz Beckenbauer; lose, 
and you will feel like David 
Bassett. 


he progress of the 
game is reasonably 
simple: one goes 
around a board, answering 
questions on either football, 
entertainment or general 
knowledge (although, Argen¬ 
tina-like, one can win the 
game without getting a single 
question right), throwing 
two dice, one of which 
represents the home score, 
one the away (these deter¬ 
mine how one moves). One 
is attempting to assemble a 
full team while banging on to 
as many millions as possible. 
Managerial things happen 
on route, like playing the FA 
Cup, paying out vast sums of 
money for a new stand, 
selling a {flayer to Juventus 
... usual fourthrdivision 
stuff 

The game must be played 
with those willing to pretend 
they are managers. At first, 
my father was aloof from 
such childishness: seated in 
his armchair , while around 
him was ranged a proper 
card table, three uncomfort¬ 
able straight-backed chairs 
and three Cherie Lunghis 
(wife, mother-in-law and 
daughter), he would play. 


ut the game really took 
a hold when it came to 
playing in the FA Cup. 
One auctions off the spare 
Hams (there are eight in all) 
and makes the draw: the 
matches are then decided on 
the throw of the dice. Obvi¬ 
ously, it was seen to be 
advantageous to buy at least 
one other team in order to 
have a chance of vanning the 
Cup. But the spirit of make- 
believe was dancing merrily 
inside my father. Aren't you 
going to bid for another 
team?” “I’ve got Liverpool. I 
don't want that scrubby old 
team.” 

“It’s not real, you know.” 
The dice was thrown. 
Liverpool qualified, and 
qualified, and won the Cup. 
My father punched the air. 
“You tell Tel I stuck to 
Liverpool!” 

There was no longer any 
talk of watching television at 
the same time. *Tve neatly 
gota full team — I only want 
one or two scrubbers.” Exor¬ 
bitant deals began to be 
struck. “You can have my 
No. 10 if you give me a 
million pounds ... and 
No. 7.” “You need No. 10, 
darling,” said my mother, 
who had gone dangerously 
quieL “I can soon buy 
another one — TD play 
myself for a few Saturdays. 
Fm a player-manager. ” 

Oh yes, The Manager had 
got a grip on us. I was in 
ecstasy because I had had an 
almost surreal run of luck in 
correctly answering football 
questions; my grandmother 
was buying elongated bench- 
fills of substitutes; my father 
was Kenny Dalglish. Which 
meant that the winner, with 
surreptitious stashes of mil¬ 
lions, 11 Spurs players and a 
Jack Charlton face of silent 
confidence, had to be my 
mother. “If only she could 
hold on to money like that in 
real life.” scoffed my be¬ 
wildered father. 

How had Liverpool let it 
slip away? But there it was— 
for the duration of The 
Manager, my mother had 
become Terry Venables; and 
Tel had pulled it off again. 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


League action prepares 
old rivals for cup tie 


By Keith Maoclin 

THERE will be a strange air 
about one of today’s traditional 
derby fixtures, as Warrington 
entertain Widnes in a preview of 
next Saturday's Regal Trophy 
aemi-finaL 

The teams and the coaches 
share a dilemma. Whether to go 
all out for valuable league points 
and a psychological boost, or to 
avoid the risk of injury and the 
giving away of too many dues. 

No doubt, being pro¬ 
fessionals, both teams wfll go for 
the first option, but nevertheless 
it is hardly an ideal fix tun ng 
arrangement 

At this derby match, os well 
the others in both divisions, a 
large crowd can be expected to 
swell flagging coffers and limp 
bank accounts. 

At Kn owsley Road, another 
great traditional derby will take 
place between St Helens and 
"HtB®. Here again the at¬ 
mosphere will be slightly ab¬ 
normal, in that both dubs play 
under unexpected shadows. 

Wigan, the champions, have 
stumbled several times of late 
and trail behind the first di¬ 
vision leaders. Hull and 
Widnes. 

St Helens, for their pan. are 
having a disastrous spell, and a 
further defeat today againsi the 
artdent enemy will end their 
championship hopes and 
deepen the gloom enveloping 
Knowstey Road. 

Wigan wifl be without Good¬ 


way, Gregory and Lydon 
through injury, but the front row 

forward, Skerrett, who broke his 
nose against Leeds, will shrug 
aside this minor irritant and 
play. 

The action starts earliest east 
of the Penalties with morning 
kidtofft as Leeds entertain 
Bradford Northern and 
Featherstoae have their near 
neighbours Wakefield Trinity as 
visitors. 

HaU will ex pea to retain their 
first division leadership by beat¬ 
ing Castleford, who again 
showed their frailty after a run 
of good results by falling to 
Rochdale Hornets in the Regal 
Trophy. 

Hull Kingston Row. also 
have a home fixture, and it will 
be interesting to see if Sheffield 
Eagles can follow up their win 
over St Helens with a surprise 
success at Craven Park. The 
other first division fixture brings 
one more traditional derby as 
Oldham play fiochdale Hornets 
in a survival mairii. 

In the second division. LrigjL 
despite the loss through injury 
of Beardmore, are a reasonably 
strong bet to end the immunity 
from defeat of Salforil, fife 
leaders, buz Swinton are un¬ 
likely to be troubled by the visit 
of TndTord Borough. 

Ca rlisle travel to fellow Cum¬ 
brians Barrow, w hile RyedaJe- 
York may hit problems at 
mercurial Doncaster* 
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Test of time holds few terrors for Thompson 


By David Powell 
ATHLETICS correspondent 


long should we go on 
relieving an ageing great sports, 
man who keeps saying that he 
n^ one more big performance 
ten in him when the facts suggest 
otherwise? How long before his 
wonts are interpreted as a des¬ 
perate attempt to stay in the 
public eye? 

r £ Thompson misses a 
medal m the world champion¬ 
ships next year, will anyone have 
taith in his inevitable cry that he 
can regain his Olympic decath¬ 
lon crown the year after? The 
defiance was heard after he lost 
ms world title in 1987. and again 
in 1988, when he was fourth in 
the Olympics. 

There is nothing left of 
Thompson’s empire, save his 
world record. But the empire was 
once so vast Lhat we might return 
the favour for the pleasure he 
gave us by giving him the benefit 
of our doubt now. “If I win in 


Barcelona_ when I win in 

Barcelona,” he said just this 

month. 

Peter Matthews, editor of The 
International Trade and Field 
Annual , is one who is keeping 
faith, retaining Thompson in the 
list of biographies for next year’s 
annual because he is “likely to 
compete”. 

This year Thompson has lost 
his Commonwealth and Euro¬ 
pean titles to injury submissions. 
Perhaps he would have lost them 
anyway, but being tripped on the 
way to the ring was hard u> take. 
More defiance: “If this knee gets 
anywhere near back to where it 
used to be, and the other boys 
keep performing as they are at 
the moment, I don’t think HI 
have a problem,” he said last 
summer. 

Besotted by the decathlon, he 
once said he wished he could do 
one a week. Now, IS months 
have passed since his last one, 
and he retired from that at half¬ 


time. Meanwhile, age has be¬ 
come his eleventh event He will 
be 33 come the world champion¬ 
ships. The average age of the top 
ten dccathletes in the world this 
year is 25, and not one was bom 
within four years of Thompson's 
birth. 


Not that his behaviour gives 
away his age; that banana smile 
still breaks out with each mis¬ 
chievous remark, no matter if it 
is at his own expense. Who was 
it, do you suppose, cried 
“decathlon” from the sidelines 
when Steve Cram, being inter¬ 
viewed for television, was asked 
to name the events in which 
Britain had not had much recent 
success? 

Away from the public gaze—a 
spons hall in Frodsham is hardly 
the maker of Olympic dreams, 
but this man was trying — 
Thompson got down to some 
serious talking. “I have never felt 
any need to look back,” he said. 
“I am inspired by the things I 


still want to do. I have never 
thought I have achieved the 
things I should have. If I win in 
Barcelona ... when 1 win in 
Barcelona... I should have won 
the Olympics four times.” 

In Seoul he was 182 points 
behind the gold medal winner, 
Christian Schenk; it was the 
difference, arguably, between 
good fortune and bad, his pole 
having snapped on his opening 
height, aggravating a thigh 
injury. 

“Can you... T* The question 
went unfinished. “Yes, I can.” 
“Cannot” is a word Thompson 
learnt to do without from an 
early age, when his parents left 
him to fend for himself by 
packing him off to a boarding 
school at the age of seven. “I was 
a pain in the neck when I was 

little_and 1 was always 

arguing with my mother. So they 
sent me to boarding school.” 

A trace of self-doubt is ev¬ 
ident, though. “I don’t think I 


feel any different to bow I used 
to. I think I am training with as 
much effort as I used to. I don’t 
put as many hours in but my 
judgment is that what hours I do 
pm in I use more wisely. The 
only thing I am having any 
trouble with is the long jump 
because 1 am having to relearn 
the skill. 1 haven't done it for two 
years.” 

The knee which required sur¬ 
gery for calcification and put 
him out of the European 
championships no longer trou¬ 
bles him, he says. Attending 
hospital as a patient was bard for 
Thompson to accept “I’ve never 
been one for doctors, and hos¬ 
pitals were for visiting other 
people,” he said. 

He is past the need for 
rehabilitation and into full flow. 
“I've been training seven days a 
week, four or five hours a day, 
and getting on the track three 
times a week. I must have a 
wicked chance in Tokyo because 


I don't even have to be as good 
as I used to be. 1 don't think the 
event has moved on at all The 
things I am doing in training 
seem to be going OK, but it is 
hard to «««ss because 1 have not 
had any competitor I need a test 
of fire.” 

First, though, he must stack 
the logs. He has plans to go to the 
United States in February for 
training. He offers no clues as to 
when he might reappear in 
competition. “If I get to America 
on the Tuesday and there is a 
competition on the Wednesday 
and I decide to do it, then that is 
what I will do.” 

Frank Dick, his coach, says 
Thompson will be doing “a 
comprehensive programme in¬ 
doors and out” The word from 
Dick is that the athlete is 
“sprinting great stuff in train¬ 
ing” But, as Thompson acknow¬ 
ledges, “competition is the test 
of anything”. Tokyo and Barce¬ 
lona awaiL 



Thompson: defiant 


FOOTBALL 


United offer Robson 


the opportunity to 
stay at Old Trafford 


BRYAN Robson has a part to 
play in Manchester United’s 
future challenge for the 
championship, an honour 
they have not won since 1967. 
Alex Ferguson, the United 
manager, will offer Robson a 
new contract when his present 
deal runs out at the end of the 


First division leaders 
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Tottenham _ 18 0 S 
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2 28 17 38 

3 33 20 33 
3 29 17 33 
S 32 31 29 


season. 

“Bryan has exceptional 
qualities and I'm looking to 
him as a natural leader to take 
us through the minefields we 
will encounter if we are to win 
the championship, which is 
my intention,” Ferguson said. 
“We haven't discussed a new 
contract yet because it makes 
sense to see how he processes 


after his Achilles injury. But 
things are looking good and 
we will be talking soon.” 

Robson, the former Eng¬ 
land captain, completed a 
League game for the first time 
this season on Saturday, after 
recovering from an Achilles 
tendon injury. “He came 
through it fine and it’s great to 
see him back,” Ferguson said 


C TODAY’S TEAM NEWS ) 


First division 
Arsenal v Derby County 
Arsenal searn certain to retain 
Lintahan In defence as reptaooment 
tor me imprisoned Adams. A 
cracked rib wW keep Hebberd out 
. of Derby's midfield. Calaghan 
wflmake his final appearance 

before returning to Aston Vtta 
after three months on loan. 


C Palace v Sunderland 

Palace should be unchanged. 

Kay, who wee sent off on Sunday, 


i s defence. Davenport 
may return from a hamstring 
Injury to lead the attack. 

. Everton v Aston Villa 
MountfMd, who has been ruled 
out of VBa's last three matches, wH 
return to face his former dub 
after suspension. Olney Is stW out 
with a knee Injury. 

Leeds United v Chelsea 
Haddock, the victim of Kay's 
tackle on Sunday, is out of the 
Leeds defiance. Glynn Snodn 
and Begin are the rivals for his 
place. Montou (hamstring) Is 
out of Chelsea's defenceTY 
wffl go to either Johnson or Lea. 

Luton v Sheffield United 
Luton might ghre a fid league 
debut in attack to FarreU as Dowto 
- who broke a barren sped to 
the 2-1 defeat at Tottenham-was 
also Injured there. 

Man United v Norwich 
Robson Is expected to be 
retained by United though maybe 


not at sweeper. Sharpe, Irwin 
and Wallace are aB In c o nte n ti on for 

S . Norwich have added 

a teenager, to their squad 
but aril probably be u n c ha nged. 

Nottm F v Wimbledon 
Forest's goalkeeping choice Is 
between Sutton, who cotdd make 
his first appearance of the 
season, and Crasstey. who Is low 
on confidence, hi midfield 
Hodge couki play his first game In 
almost e month after recovering 
from a calf Injury. Curie, sent on 
against Manchester United, 
keeps his place to Wimbledon's 
defence, hoping to Justify his 
manager's assessment trial he is 
better than Walker. 


after Robson had played a big 
pan in United’s first league 
win at Wimbledon. He has 
also been included in the 
squad to play Norwich City 
today at Old Trafford. 

“Bryan is 34 and naturally 
we must think about his 
future. A lot of people might 
fancy him, but I want him at 
Old Trafford and I have no 
intention of dumping him.” 

One player who will not be 
staying on next season is Jim 
Steel, the Tramnere Rovers 
forward, who wishes to join 
the Merseyside Police force. 
Steel, aged 31, has made over 
500 league and cap appear¬ 
ances and scored 127 goals 
during his career at Oldham 
Athletic, Port Vale, Wrexham 
and Tranmere. 


QPR v Liverpool 
With two goals on Saturday 
after replacing Beardsley, 
Rosenthal has given Liverpool 
a tricky selection problem. 
Rangers’ new defenders. 
Peacock end Hflson, wfll find the 


Southampton v Man City 

Cockarif may return for 
Southampton as Case (back Injury) 
b doubtful. Rod Wallace, who 
scored twice at Liverpool, may be 
retained in pteca of Rideout 


Second division 
West Ha m U v Oldham A 

Ritchie*wtot^Xam ^skie. If he 
taDs a late fitness test Palmer 
— the scorer of four gods In two 
games—wfli 


Harry McNally is to con¬ 
tinue as the manager of Ches¬ 
ter City after Ray Crofts, the 
chairman of the third division 
dub, refused to accept his 
resignation. McNally offered 
to resign on Sunday when he 
met with Crofts to discuss an 
incident which occurred in a 
bar last week. 

McNally and Keith 
Bertschin, the dub’s veteran 
forward, were both admitted 
to hospital after what was 
described as a “drink-related 
incident”. The two men were 
immediately docked four 
weeks’ wages. 

“I rejected Harry’s offer of 
resignation because there was 
nothing to be gained from 
disposing of his servies,” 
Crofts said. 

John Byrne, the Brighton 
forward, wifi spend the festive 
period in hospital for a carti¬ 
lage operation and will be out 
of action for a month. The 
Republic of Ireland inter¬ 
national, who returned to the 
League in September in a 
£125,000 move from Le Ha¬ 
vre; the French dub, injured 
his right knee at Oldham on 
December 1. 


More change at Marseilles 


OVERSEAS FOOTBAU. by KEITH BlACKMORE 


THE soap opera tics of French 
football continued at the week¬ 
end, with Marseilles reaching 
ihe winter break four points 
dear at the top of the first 
division yet ch an ging their 
coach for the third time in four 
months. 

Even in a French season 
notable for financial scandals, 
arrests, wild accusations be¬ 
tween dub chairmen and even 
the threat of a players' strike, the 
goings-on at Marseilles this 
season have taken pride of 
place. 

The dub started the season 
under the guidance of the highly 
respected young coach, Gerard 
Gili. who had steered them to 
the championship >° each ofhis 
two years in charge. Under his 
care, Marseilles played 107 
matches and tost only 13 but 
lhat was not enough for the 
ambitious dub president, Ber¬ 
nard Tapie. . 

He wanted Marseilles to be¬ 
come one of the European 
.giants, a status, he believed, 
which was conferred by only one 
achievement: winning the Euro¬ 
pean Cup- To this end, Tapie 
was prepared to spend lavishly. 


He was said to be ready to pay 
Naples £10 million for Diego 
Maradona. He did spend £4.4 
million on Chris Waddle from 
Tottenham Hotspur and then £5 
million on Dragon Stojkovic, 
from Red Star Belgrade. 

Gili’s pan in these transfers 
was never dear but he took the 
tram to the European Cup semi¬ 
finals last season, where they 
were rather unluckily beaten by 
Benfica. It was not enough. 

Enter Franz Beckenbauer, 
who had just led West Germany 
to the World Cup; exit Gili, who 
was promptly snapped up be 
Marseilles's arch-rivals, Bor¬ 
deaux, who bad fired the coach 
who took them to second place 
in the league last year, Raymond 
Goethals, almost as soon as this 
season had begun. 

Beckenbauer inherited a team 
which was four points dear at 
the top of the first division and 
watched with apparent satisfac¬ 
tion as the team demolished 
Dynamo Tirana, of Albania, 5-1 
in their first European Cup be of 
the season. But they then lost 
their first league match under 
his direction, going down 1-0 at 
home to Cannes in a match in 
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which they were freakishly un¬ 
lucky not to score. 

In a sense, Beckenbauer never 
recovered. The crowd wasted no 
time in chanting for the return 
of Gili and the decline in his 
relationship with Tapie began to 
manifest itself in a senes of 
public disagreements. Mar¬ 
seilles lost ihnx of their first six 
league matches as Beckenbauer 
sought to impose himself. 

He changed the team's forma¬ 
tion and while he was an 
enthusiastic admirer of Waddle, 
he seemed less enthusiastic 
about Stojkovic, who in any 
case missed several games 
through x long-standing knee 
injury. But it says something 
about his players, that they 
never tost the top position in the 
league and progressed smoothly 
to the quarter-finals of tire 
European Cup. 

Nevertheless Tapie was 
beginning to make ominous 
noises and when, on December 
9, Marseilles were beaten 4-0 by 
Auxerre, their closest chal¬ 
lengers, Beckenbauer's depar¬ 
ture seemed certain. 

And so it proved, with the 
announcement last weekend 
that Beckenbauer was to con¬ 
tinue only as technical director, 
not as coach. Almost at once it 
was reported that he would end 
his two-year contract a year 
early. He drops the reins as 
coach, just where be picked 
them up, with the team four 
points clear at the top after a 
goalless draw with Caen on 
Sunday. His replacement? Who 
else but Goethals. 

It says something about the 
state of the game in France that 
the latest twist in the Marseilles 
saga tended to obscure an 
incident on Saturday night 
which would have dominated 
the headlines elsewhere. The 
first division match between 
Toulon and Paris Saint-Ger¬ 
main was abandoned after 40 
minutes because a linesman was 
injured by a missile thrown 
from the crowd. 



AMERICAN FOOTBALL 



No way through: Davis, of San Francisco, is tackled by Barnhanlt,of New Orleans 


49ers miss injured Montana 


NEW York (Reuter) — The 
powerful San Francisco 49ers, 
who kept Joe Montana on the 
bench, suffered only their sec¬ 
ond defeat of the season as the 
casually list of injured quarter¬ 
backs in the National Football 
League (NFL) grew oo Sunday. 

Montana, named by Sports 
Illustrated magazine last week 
as the Sportsman of the Year, 
sat out San Francisco's game 
against New Orleans because of 
an abdominal strain and the 
49ers, with Steve Young in 
Montana's place, lost 13-10. 
Their record is now 13 wins and 
two defeats — still the joint best 
in the League. 

Young ran for 102 yards and 
passed for 208 more for the 
defending NFL champions, but 
the Saints moved their record to 
seven wins and eight losses on 
Morten Andersen’s 30-yard 
fourth-quarter field goal to stay 
in the race for a spot in the play- 
offs. 

On a day when the play-off- 
bound Buffalo Bills, New York 
Giants and Chicago Bears won 
without their top quarterbacks, 
the Dallas Cowboys and Hous¬ 
ton Oilers suffered double 
losses. 

The Cowboys' Troy Aikman 
sustained a dislocated shoulder 
in the first quarter of a 17-3 
defeat against Philadelphia Ea¬ 
gles which cost them a chance to 


clinch the final National Foot¬ 
ball Conference (NFC) play-off 
berth. Dallas will finish their 
season with little-used backup 
Babe Laufenbeig. They can still 
make the play-offs with a tri¬ 
umph over Atlanta next week. 

If Dallas lose, the Saints can 
gain the final NFC wild-card 
berth by beating the Los Angeles 
Rams on New Year’s eve. 

The Oilers lost Warren Moon 
and bowed 40-20 to Cincinnati, 
hurting their chances of winning 
the American Football Con¬ 
ference (AFC) Central division. 
"It’s devastating." Moon said. 
“It's one thing to have a division 
title taken away from us. it's 
another to have my season 
taken away from me." 

Moon was injured in the final 
seconds when his thumb hit the 
helmet of linebacker James 
Francis. Cody Carlson will re¬ 
place him when the Oilers play 
AFC Central leaders, Pitts¬ 
burgh. 

The Steefers lead the division 
with a 9-6 record after a 35-0 
rout of Cleveland. The Oilers 
can only win the division if they 
beat Pittsburgh and Cincinnati 
lose to lowly Cleveland. 

Another quarterback to fall 
was New England’s rookie. 
Tommy Hodson, with a knee 
injury suffered in a 42-7 defeat 
by the New York Jets. It was the 
Patriots' thirteenth successive 


defeat. 

RESULTS; Buffalo BHs 24. Miami Dc*- 
prans 14; Chicago Basra 27. Tampa Bay 
Bucaneare 14; CHWmmti Bengms 40. 
Houston OUors 2 ft NewYork Jam 42, Naw 
England Pairiott 7; PWadalpfUa Eagtoo 
17. OalaG Cowboys 3; Pittsburgh Snaiera 
35. Ctovofand Browns ft Adanta Falcons 
20 , Las Angeles Rams 13; New Yoric 
Giants 24. Phoanix Canihals 2i; New 
Orleans Saints 13. San Francfcco 49era 
1 ft Kansas City cnwta 24, San Otago 
Chargors 21; Seattle Seahawka 17. 
Denver Broncos 12. 
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BASKETBALL 


ICE HOCKEY 


ATHLETICS 


NATIONAL ASSOCIATION «BAk Boston 
104; Mart i 
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Xu Sbaofa. the head coach of 
China's table tennis team — one 
of the country’s most successful 
sports squads — has received 
permission to settle in France. 


RUGBY UNION 


Bath will not take 


upwardly mobile 
neighbours lightly 


By David Hands rugby correspondent 


FROM the Fijian national side 
to Clifton within four days may 
seem like moving from opera 10 
music-hall, but there will be 
many in Bath who look forward 
to the traditional Boxing Day 
encounter. They will also look 
forward to the return to active 
service today of John Palmer, 
who has requested the opportu¬ 
nity to play against local oppo¬ 
nents with whom rugby links go 
back more than a century. 

Palmer, now a member of the 
Bath coaching panel, is well 
aware of the number of former 
Bristolians wbo have helped in 
Clifton’s upward climb, most of 
them his playing contemporar¬ 
ies. The exchange of rugby 
memories will add spice to the 
day, while among the forwards 
the presence of Gareth Chile©ru 
author and humourist, in the 
Bath front row will be a tra¬ 
ditionally familiar sight. 

The Bath mixture, io other 
respects, will be determined by 
avmlability, though Clifton, ly¬ 
ing second in Ihe third division 
of the Courage Clubs Champ¬ 
ionship, have done quite enough 
this season not to be taken 
lightly. They are more than 
music-hall even if they cannot 
master the lilting lines of the 
Fijian side in frill flow which 
scored 12 tries against Bath in 
Toulouse last Saturday. 

Jack Rowell, the Bath coach, 
was delighted with the French 
experience. It was always liable 
to end in sorrow given the 
absence of so many key players, 
but the exposure of so many 
members of Bath's next genera¬ 
tion of players to overseas 
attitudes will help make them 
belter. “We were just short of 
two or three players to give 
further spine to the side, and if 
FKi catch fire, very few can stay 
with them,” Rowell said. 

None the less, there were good 
displays from Martin Haag, the 
Cornish lock, and Gareth Ad¬ 
ams, the former England 
Schools flanker, now a student 


at Bath University. Richard 
Hill, die England scrum halt 
jarred a thumb, which gave lan 
Saunders an appearance against 
Fiji uniil he broke a thumb and 
Hill, who is due to play for ihe 
Barbarians ai Leicester tomor¬ 
row, replaced him. 

Sadly, John Wells, the Eng¬ 
land B flanker, will miss lhat 
match; the cartilage injury sus¬ 
tained playing in the divisional 
championship has not im¬ 
proved sufficiently, so Adey 
Marriott will take his place in 
the Leicester back row. Jez 
Harris will play at stand-off half 
because Brian Smith, Leicester's 
first choice, leaves with Ireland 
for the Algarve tomorrow. 

Elsewhere today the usual 
neighbourly Christmas clashes 
occur the men of the Llynfi 
Valley assemble at the Brewery 
Field to watch Bridgend and 
Maesteg: another English third- 
division club, Lydney. takes on 
first-division opponents at 
Gloucester, and Moseley seek to 
reverse last season's defeat 
against Coventry. 

Moseley give Bob Massey his 
debut at centre, Massey having 
joined from Nuneaton at the 
beginning of the season only to 
be afflicted with hamstring 
problems. Massey has also had a 
spell at Coventry, and it was an 
outstanding game against Cov¬ 
entry's second XV last weekend 
that won him a place in 
Moseley’s first XV today. Rich¬ 
ard Kipa, the New Zealand 
wing, is also introduced to the 
joys of this particular long¬ 
standing rivalry when Bob Barr, 
the flanker, will lead the side in 
his 250ih game. 

Moseley brace themselves, 
thereafter, for a demanding 
suing of games: they travel to 
Llanelli on Saturday and play 
Gloucester on New Year's day. 
They are then away to 
Newbridge, to Bath in the 
League and. a fortnight later, to 
Bristol in ihe PiUtington Cup. 
Their knowledge of the M5 will 
be positively encyclopaedic. 


White returns for 


the Anglo-Scots 


By Alan Lorimer 


DEREK White, the Scotland 
No. 8 , returns to the Anglo- 
Scots side to meet last season's 
champions, Glasgow, in the 
final round of the McEwan's 
imer-districi championship at 
Richmond on Saturday. 

White, who has missed most 
of this season after fracturing a 
cheek bone, made an impressive 
return to the top level last 
Saturday in Seville where Scot¬ 
land A beat Spain 39-7. Jeremy 
Macklin, who has played No. 8 
for the Anglos in their three 
matches this season, moves to 
the blind side at tbe expense of 
the promising London Scot, 
Niall Me Bain. 


In the backs there are three 
changes: Richard Cramb, David 
Millard and Lindsay Ren wick 
replace Shaun McGaughie, 
Stuart Jardine and Mark Carr. 


H Roberta (London ScotOsn). P Burnet) 
(London Scoflteti). C Gray (Nottingham, 
cats). D Cronki (Bath), J Mackfln (London 
Scottish). D White (London Scons!)), I 
Smith (GhaucasteO. Replacements: s 
Janflne (Glamorgan Wanderers) G Smith 
(Moseley), B GBctuiat (London Scottish). 

• Finlay Calder. the former 
British Isles captain, is one of 
four Scotland players named in 
the Co-optimists XV to play 
Edinburgh Academicals at Rae¬ 
burn Place today. Calder is 
joined by Lineen, Wyllie and 
Brewster. 

COOPT7WSTS: A Donaldson (Currie); O 
■” 'i Wanderers). I Janflne 

i Lineen (BoroughmuirL 
a): D Wyuto (Swwart's- 
AteMto. capo. « Has (Boroughmulrr. A 
Brewster (Stewan'e-Melvillei. K 
McK ei gte (Swung County), B Robertson 
(Stirling County). S HsmOton (Stating 
County). E Simpson (Siawan's-Merv*e). 
B Irela n d (Stating County). S Held 
(BorsughnsJr), F CaMer (Stewart's 


ANGLO-SCOTS: G MtcMaen (Newcastle 
University); N Grecian (London Scottish), 
D Coatee (Gloucester). R Medeen 
(Mosetayl, L Renwfcfc (London Scottish); 
R Cmmb (London Scottish). D MB erd 
(London Scottish); P donee (Gloucester), 


• There are two important 
Bank of Scotland border league 
matches this afternoon: ihe 
defending champions and cur¬ 
rent leaders. Melrose, away to 
Gala and Hawick v Jed-Forest. 
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POOLS FORECAST 




Sahmtey Pe ce ratier 29 


FIRST DIVISION 

1 Arsenal v Shelf Utd 

2 Coventry v Norwich 
1 Everton v Derby 

1 Leeds v IMmbtedon 
X Luton v Chelsea 
1 Man Utd v A VBa 
X Sown v Tottenham 


on coupon*: Crystal 
co v Liverpool (Sun¬ 


day); Nottingham Forest v 
Manchester Ctty; Qumo's 
P ark Hangers * 
Sunderland 


TMRD DIVISION 
1 Birmingham v Bolton 
1 Boum’mtti v Leyton O 
X Bury v Preston 
1 Camb'ge v Grimsby 
X Crewe v Brendan] 

1 FuBtam v Chester 

X RsecBng v Mansfield 

2 Rotherham v Tranmere 
2 Shrewsbury v Exeter 
IStDKavHudtf field 

X Wigan v Swansea 
Not on coupon*: South- 
end v Bradford Oty 
(Friday) 


2 Mattock v Wition 
1 Southport v Moracambe 
1 Starytuldge v Shapshed 


SCOTTISH PREMBI 
V Aberdeen v St Mirren 

1 Celtic v Hearts 

X Dundee li v Rangers 

2 H&emtan v S Jonrast'ne 
2 Motherwell v DunTm&ne 


SECOND DIVISION 
1 Blackburn v Oxford 

1 Brighton v Leicester 

X Bristol C v MkUasbro 
1Hu9vB&meley 
11pswich v Chariton 

2 MttwaU v Okham 

X Newcastle « Nona Co 
1 Plymouth v Bristol H 

1 Shell Wad * Portsmouth 
X Watford v Swindon 

2 West Bran v wolves 
1 Worn Ham v Port vae 


FOURTH DMSJOH 
X Aldershot v Patarboro 

1 Blackpool v Lincoln 

2 Cardtn v Halifax 

2 Cheet'lWd v Stockport 
1 Doncaster v He retard 
1 OWngham v North'pton 
X Harttmol« Walsall 

1 Rochdale v Maidstone 

2 Scarboro v Daritagton 
2 Scunthorpe v Came 
2 Torquay « Bunrtay 

1 Wrexham « York 
HFS LOANS LGE 
PREMIER DIVISION 
1 Leek v Draytaden 


SCOTTISH FOIST 

1 Aintate v Particfc 

2 Ayrv Morten 

X Brechin v Qydebank 

1 Clyde v KRmamock 

2 Forfar v Hamtiton 

2 Meadowbank v Dimdae 
X Ratth v FaMrk - 


SCOTTISH CUP 
SECOND ROUND 
Not an coupons: Mon¬ 
trose Or Dumbarton v 
Arbroath; Berwick v Al¬ 
bion; Hoes « Queen of the 
South; Queen's Park v 
Stranraer; Spartans v 
Cowdenbeath; Inverness 
V East FWe; Fraserburgh v 
Cove; Stirling y 
Stenhouaetm* (at Fafitak) 


TREBLE CHANCE (home teams): Luton, 
Southampton, Bristol Cky, Newcastle. 
Watford. Bury. RoeCteo, Aldershot, 
Hartlepool, Dundee Unfed, Brechin. 
Baitn. 

BEST DRAWS: Luton, Newcastle. Akter- 
shot Brecnm. Raaft. 

AWAY& Oktiem, waves, DKflngun. 
Wtton, Hemfton. 


HOMES: Arsenal. Leeds, Brighton, Hue, 
Fulham, 


Plymouth, Bournemouth. Fulham, Bteck- 
Stengham, Uek, SMyttfdgo. 


pooL i 
AHne. 


FIXED ODDS: Homes: Aramel, Brighton. 
Bournemouth. Leek, Stahrbrlcf 
Oldham, Darfegun. Wtoon. 
ion, Newcastle, AWaretutf. 


• Vince Wright 


21 


J 


<51 

MO 

>-1 


■da 


(5) 

‘fl 


2 

0-1 


SE _ 


flyn 


a 

«*h 


ante 

■far- 


1LE 


• (S) 

awer 

915) 


0(7) 

WO. 

tars 


\> M 

S N 
■ta. J 


nJl. 

ZAP 


16-1 

DLE 


Ipraf 

IteaB 


— /- 


S3 


Ewe 

r»C3) 


far (7| 


rat (3) 
s 6-1 


2 m) 


Other 
Hgtar 
*1 IT) 


41 

«*» m 

■0 — 


5 (Wot 

OO 

oopraf 


(7) 


11 

X, 8-1 


nhere- 





















Jil 



II 


Two strings to the Brooks bow 


CHARLIE Brooks was in a 
fighting mood as he prepared 
to tuck into his Chris tmay 
dinner. “Desert Orchid has 
two to beat in the King 
George,” he said, “Celtic Shot 
and Espy.” 

And as the rain lashed down 
on Kempton Park yesterday 
Brooks was leaning towards 
the chances of Celtic Shot as 
Uplands attempts to gain its 
first victory in this afternoon’s 
King George VI Rank Chase 
since Pendil won die Boxing 
Day spectacular for Fred Win¬ 
ter for the second time in 
1973. 

“Two days ago I was fancy¬ 
ing Espy when the ground was 
on the firm side but the more 
rain that fans the better it will 
be for Celtic Shot Both horses 
were in tremendous shape 
when they had their pipe- 
openers thus morning. John 
Francome was on Celtic Shot 
and Jo Winter on Espy. They 
came up the gallops side by 
side and the riders reported 
that both horses were jumping 
out of their skins.” 

Most observers would line 
up behind Celtic Shot as the 
one most likely to upset 
Desert Orchid's attempt to 
win a fourth King George. A 
champion hurdler in 1988, the 
near nine-year-old is reaching 
his prime as a chaser. 

A quick and accurate 
jumper, the dark bay was 
impressive in his first two 
wins this season, but did not 
please the critics when beating 
a backward Garrison Savan¬ 
nah by seven lengths at 
Haydock when in receipt of 
21b from Jenny Pitman's 
chaser. 

“It was a bit disappointing, 
but it was bad ground,” 
Brooks said. “Celtic Shot had 
quickened to go and win his 


race at the third last and you 
can’t keep stepping up the 
gallop all the way to the line in 
those conditions” 

Over 2ft miles, Celtic Shot 
tends to be tapped for speed 
and finds it difficult to bold 
his position in the early stages. 
“Everyone was disappointed 
when Sabin Du Loir beat him 
over 2ft miles at Cheltenham. 
But I made it the best perform 
mance ofhis life over that trip. 
The further Celtic Shot goes 
the better and I am sure the 
Gold Cup trip will suit him.” 

Celtic Shot's three .wins this 
season have aQ been over 
three mites. “The longer trips 
help him. Over three miles 
they are going that bit slower 
so he can become the one with 
the cruising speed. The danger 
for him and horses like him 
comes when they are ran off 
their feet early on. Their 
jumping has to hold them 
together or they lose mo¬ 
mentum. 1 ' 

Brooks also mounts a spir¬ 
ited defence of what many 
would view as a Sight of fancy 
in nominating Espy as a 
danger. Espy is ranked only 
47th among Britain's chasers 
by Timeform, some 351b be¬ 
hind Desert Orchid, com¬ 
pared with Celtic Shot’s fourth 
position, only 111b inferior. 

“Never mind the ratings, 
the form book says be is 
entitled to take his chance. He 
beat Comandante first time 
out and was unlucky when 
second on a return visit to 
Newbury. And the only time 
he has run over three miles, at 
Ascot last season, he won by 
20 lengths.” 

A query about the trainer’s 
possible soundness of judge¬ 
ment was fielded with foe 
aplomb expected from a one¬ 
time applicant for the post of 


goalkeeper for Watford. “Yes, 
I am a good judge and what is 
move I am the only man in 
racing who is more pessimistic 
than Tim Forster.” 

A spectacular gallop test 
Thursday reinforced the train- 
ex’s conviction. “He went like 
a bomb with Wolfltangar on 
Peter Walwyn’s Fanngdon 
Rood gallop. It is a stiff mite 
ami a half and Espy finished 
on the bridle. They tdl me 
Grundy was the test horse to 
dothaL” 

In the past Espy*s jumping 
has been suspect but, in 
Brooks's opinion, the criti¬ 
cism has been overdone. 
“He's jumped well in his last 
two races and seems to be full 
of confidence. There is no race 
in tire world for which be 
Should be 40-1” 

Discussing the likely tactics 
of what is sure to be a cut- 
throat affair, the trainer went 
on: “They are going to go a 
right good gallop. Desert Or¬ 
chid must be the one we have 
to beat. It would be very 
foolish to say he is not tire 
horse be was.” 

And about the rest of tire 
opposition. “Toby Tobias 
must be the other danger. I 
saw The Fellow win in France 
and wasn’t impressed. Nick 
The Brief must improve on 
bis Haydock run and could go 
well As for Sabin Du Loir, 
hopefully he win be running 
out of stamina in the last han 
mile.” 

In tire current cold eco¬ 
nomic riimate , hard times lie 
ahead for trainers. Despite his 
apparently laid-back attitude, 
the old Etonian is well aware 
of the score, having taken out 
a mortgage to buy Uplands 
from Fred Winter. 

“Ever since Lord Rosebery 
and his friends cave the 


industry away 50 years ago, 
when they turned down the 
idea of a Tote monopoly, the 
dice have been heavily loaded. 

“And matters have HiawgeH 
for the worse so dramatically 
■recently. Owners can no 
longer afford an unprofitable 
hobby so they are gradually 
dropping out and let's free it, 
if you have no owners, you 
end up with no racing.” 

On the same theme. Brooks 
pointed out that three years 
ago not a stable was available 
in the Lamboum area. “That’s 
why Michael Bell went to 
Newmarket But now 50 per 
cent would be cm the market if 
wanted. The recession works 
all tire way down. I've got an 
owner who owes me so much 
money that if I don't get it, it 
will be my profit gone for tire 
year. But he, in his turn, is also 
owed money by other people. 

“Competition in r acing has 
never been keener. Martin 
Pipe is tire man you just have 
to study. He's got such a 
forward-looking mind and 
pays so much attention to 
detail. His horses are so fit. 
I'm sure having your own 
swimming pool is important. 
Horses that go swimming two 
or three times a week must be 
fitter than those that don’t 
They are aide to have the extra 
work without putting too 

yniirfo qq thpir legs.” 

Of the that Brooks has 

worked with, the three that he 
admires tire most are Fred 
Winter, John Francome and 
Barry Allan, the Mood-test 
expert. “As individuals, they 
have nothing in common, but 
they have all been outstanding 
professionally. The governor’s 
chief a sset is determination, 
just like Fteter Scudamore. 
Fra ncome is very clever and 


uses bis brain an the time. 
Allan has such a logical, sys¬ 
tematic Main and is not 
always looking to the obvious. 

“So much more is bring 
learnt all the time that expert 
knowledge is doubling every 
ten years. A trainer, just like 
any other professional, has got 
to keep looking for an edge. 
Life is so competitive that if 
you don’t go forward, you 
don’t stand still, you go 
backwards.” 

From an early age, Brooks 
was dreaming about raring. 
“When I went for an interview 
for Oxbridge, I'd hardly got 
over the threshold before the 
mas said: ‘Mr Brooks, I hear 
you think about nothing but 
raring*. Our talk was soon 
over.” 

After joining tire legendary 
Fred Winter as a stable lad. 
Brooks became assistant when 
Oliver Sherwood left the yard 
to start training on his own 
account A reasonably succ¬ 
essful career as an amateur 
jockey included a victory on 
Observe in the Christies 
Foxhnnters Challenge Cup. 

Make or break time arrived 
when Celtic Shot was due to 
run in the 1988 Champion 
Hurdle. The incapacitated 
Winter still held the licence 
but Brooks bad been in charge 
for the whole season. “That 
win was pretty important and 
Hike to think that many of the 
owners stayed with us because 
of it” 

To do wdl at his job 
remains Brooks's driving am¬ 
bition. “At this stage of my 
life, it is very important that 
Tm a successful racehorse 
trainer. 1 can't do more than 
give it everything I’ve got But 
tlx one tiring I couldn't bear to 
be is a failure.” 


Rising stars: Charlie Brooks primes Celtic Shot for die King George VI Rank Chase 




mm 




13 40/P 

14 0P4 

15 PP4 
18 0440 

17 -P5F 

18 0M 

3-1 Mi» Cftafc. S-1 Rwnrod. 6-1 Hotaw HaJs, 7-1 otter*. 

1.45 THURLESTONE HOTEL HANDICAP HURDLE 
(£2,905:2m 150yd) 04) 

1 0<tt RS-M&EME 11 PAMta5-124 UrfcWiMM 

2 HW ALKM0R REX 18 ftSjM finds S-11-10 


3 /80- M»IT MOVE 250 (OWLS) M P|pa 7-114 

_ NON-RUNNER 

4 -SIS STM SEASON 35 (UPAS) R Haidar 6-11-2 

NMm|S) 




Selections 

By Mandarin 

12.45 Leven Baby. 1.15 Miami Bear. 1.45 Un-, 
Explained. 2.15 Decent Man. 2.45 Norton 
Warrior. 3.15 Skolem. 


Going: good 

12.45 MORDON NOVICES CLAIMING HURDLE 
(£1,368:2m) (17 runners) 

1 MASTER OFTTB HOUSE 567 MHnanond 4-11-7 

DBMflqrP) 

3 3050 SVELTOSaU ST (BJGOkrwd 4-11-7- R Gantoy 

3 1100 WUJWte 15 (BXDJVOJFWiBon 4-11-5 

J Ottoman (31 

4 0023 KANNDABJL 25 NTWdar 3-11-3- MM 

5 00 TOUCHUNPMKISAHnWi4-11-3- A .1 (total 

6 3P FLORET20(0}R SOJttB3-10-13- BM»n(7) 

7 BHSH FLASHER 242FJJ#fferson 3-10-13— AOriowy 

8 MAC RAMBLER 172FN8ycmft3-10-13- BStorey 

9 6014 BABEAU 22 (01K Morgan 3-10-12- EMwtaglt ' 

10 SOWUBENOMWEasaoy 3-10-12-CRyai 

11 smcuuHmMXiewjPKtaa3-104- nsbmj 

12 M BLUE BELL RIBBONS SPR Mmtn 3-107 

13 S3 nCNEORE 28 S Norton 3-10-7- 

* 14 5 STEVEN JOHN 15 D Took* 3-10-7. 

15 0318 LEVEN BABY 30 (CD4) Mrs GRmiay 3-146 


II Mlm (7) 

16 BOW AMA2AXE15(HCDwpr3-106- PMdgtoyft 

17 0AXMBROOlC 1I4FMrsGftMngnt3-104 PAFanal 


S-2 Levan Baby. 4-1 Kwntt* Amazata, 0-1 often. 


1.15 JAMES FLETCHER MARQUEES HANDICAP 
HURDLE (£1.964:2m 4f) (15) 


1 4PM TKARMS4(&0}W BanSay 5-12-5find 

jCMbgftMp) 

2 IK BEAN BOY 25 (C0/.Q) M H EtUOTy 12-1 1-10 

3 POT VALIANT DASH IS (F>SlCit3BW» 4.114" COUtanS 

4 MU KAMI BEAR 4(00) J Bans 4-114 peOC WHn* (7) 

5 M2 QAU0MAY RMDER 8 (B&S)DmyslmBh 8-10-13 

DQuuuan(7) 

S 3350 CONTACT KELVIN «7 (DAS) N Bwofl ftf ftf 3 

MrSSwtan 

l -483 RUSTWO 11 (Q) S H osa i m a WHO- BStony 

8 0223 MBTBIHOOOrISJHaom5-TftB_ AGttaay 

9 21*2 WTE OM TT B O Y 43 tB.ftf.QI R OUeiy 3-1P-1 — — 
10 PP30 FOCUS ON FOSTER 500*1 CBM 8-10-1 


RadMIHaManpi 

11 43a MAWBROON 357(81 Miss A AOMn 7-104 RHodga(7) 

12 tWJf ALL OVER THE WORLD 71 (F) J Fort (5-100 


13 44R IVOR00LL44 A) A Harrison 5-100_ ITajSK 

M4 FJRSTTLORD25MrsVAconley4-10-0_ JCortta 

15 EU uma SAFFRONS 23 ranftBfmn 3-104 

NMfttt; 

■■. l1 ’ 4 J4M»» BW. 44 Gaanmy RaUer. 9-2 Tlianfe. 6-1 
Rustam, B-1 Mister MooCy. 1W First lad, 18-1 often. 


5 40ft RANPAUJON 242 (DA^ B Smart 7-11-C_ M 

6 -19 aUMTMMCCflLMAD Bum 6-106 

7 2113 NEAOHHOUSE37ffAM»*»JPMraiftUW 


Selections 

By Mandarin 

12.IS Tiber River. 12.45 William Anthony. US 
Miss Chalk. 1.45 Iveagh House. ZlSlxpp Down. 
2.45 Huntworth. 3.15 Patrol Leader. 


8 «n M0UUEC4fflMBBRneyft1O6-NCotaa 

6 #33 BELTAHETtggjTH34 WFJFjQ NDu nn 10-106 

» 3351 NAATEti. IS BVM N lttM47-104_*”4%! 

11 -UUB KEYNES 27 (tiFAa TIMM 10-140_VM 

13 -0P1 HUMSnips3Ttatar5-104- J3ta 

13 204 LASnNQttMOtV 20 (CO^RRtat 4-144 


12 (CO^J Boday 4-104 


Going: good to soft 

12.15 SOUTH-WEST RACECOURSES SERIES 
NOVICES CHASE (Dhr fc amateurs: round V: £2*7& 
2m 5f) (9 runners) 

2OT1 


7-4 hweft House, 3-1 Re-fMee 
ONeaton. 12-1 N**M. 1 ft 1 rater*. 


11-4 Star Sanaa. 8-1 



8232U 

9 OPF PRETTY MinOES IB NMkM 5-11-1 

JWtasBMD^yP) 
11-10SorawHB Lad. 6-Atlbar RNer 11-2 manr Band, B- 
1 Levant Way. 14-1 Bonanza ReM. 20-1 often. 

12.45 SOUTHWEST RACECOURSES SERIES 
NOVICES CHASE (Div U: amateurs: round V: 
£2,463:2m 5ft (?) 

1 3113 

2 jsn 

3 

4 0PM 
8 344 

6 or 

7 UPF- 
0 /Pft 

_ 7-4 WOam Antony. 62 Htarion, 6-1 Country Diary. 8-1 
Royal Hem. 10-1 Ho* aim, 14-1 Cepe Menton. 20-1 often. 

1.15 CHRISTMAS SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE 
(£1,788:2m 150yd) (18) 

1 065 QOLDTI SOFT 29 (VJC&A8) 4 O’Shea ftl 1-10 


2.15 ALSTON KAU. NOVICES KAfOfCAP HUH 
DLE (£2,220:2m 5f 110yd) (16) 

1 483 CACHE FUUR7JF,fl ftl Pfr» 4-124 OTmWI 

2 -129 EAST WYER 30 8-11-7_ Mr SMaMaa 

3 30-4 GOLDS*SONATA28MMuggaridg*5-114— VMM 

4 FF4 ns NEARLY 7ME 29 Mn?SadSntay 7-1 

6 VM B0UII1HARYEST 83 » R ftntafliaa 7-104 ^*" ” 

6 0928 PURnEPOBiTntVJBrtDBaraoaftlO-C MMaV 

7 MO TF TDPMM 14DMurBnft7-10-11- PVMtogSj 

8 AM PBMBROKEBAY28 MraJPkman7-144— HBoirfb* 

9 ATT THSUHOB4VJRabarta8-106_ SBeraaftN 

10 HP FAUX PAVELON 20 MsJRotar 8-146_ SpnS 


SIHgal 

12 484 RUNAOAM1SMBndMoek5-104. HPRsara 

13 FTP MGRPSJN 4 8 A J W OO 8-104_ MM 

14 -04B BBBiALPROSPER21CRoacflfr-KH)_ JBtoi 

16 08ft DRESS UP 3MNMKI16-144-BO* 

14 -630 EVBflMfi RAM 4 R Hodges 4-144 _ TTtXMBaaa ( 


HOLME HAIE23ffini BMW 4-114— 8Barra^ft^ 
TROJAN80NQ 19p%fl)R Frost 8-11-3_ CKopwoad 
RAMROD 12IBAriR Hodges 5-11-2 TTheanaan(7) 

POMATUM 484 (COF) J Bostay 5-11-1-.liBeaNy 

IWaUAN SWM&2U Mrs S VAHam 8-114 

NVtato(3) 

(MH LAM928 WHam Prtos 4114_ A Pitas 

OOtfflLE HANDniLL 38 J RotMrtS 4-10-7- PDs«sr 

MMBCHALK 184F(09}MPipe4-104 ORtetaondlT) 

EJRSORBradmon5-144- MBorty 

DTOCANPfUNCEQSRHodgss8-104- Winds* 

ORHHTAL OMAN254 FYffWsyftlO-4 


14 -630 EVBfiNaRAM4FfHodges4-144— TttmftMp) 
7-2 South HanneL4-1 Cache FMor. 42 Pambreto Bay. 4-1 
KaNeariy Tima. 8-1 East RMr, 9-1 PUT3a Port. 12-1 oftan. 

245 LANQSTONE CUFF HOTEL LUSTED HANDI¬ 
CAP CHASE (jB&854:3m 21100yd) (B) 

1 -1» VCM CBAOBCg(Dja) »fta H Knight 6-tt-I O 

2 3ZB2 SEMMW(aVABDBm10-l14^ ffi 

B NUNTSOmH3B|OBim|MI>bBlft1M 

N^A HMv 

4 634 BMUN4MCX 39 mJEftanti 9-116_ 2nd pnl 

6 M3 UST HOUSE 29 (COFAQ Mrs MEaMcn 7-114 

MBoRfty 

6 PU4 RUB CMLO 3I6VAN D Muray SetfBt HMO-13 

7 IUI LONQRIVmiAny 11 (CAN n Haidar 7-104 ar * ,Bn 

6 It T PADDY BUCK4 J HowyM HUM 

5-2 Mon Caadak. 11-4 Himtworft. ftl Seagram, 94 
Longmr Lady. 6-1LM House. 16-1 often. 

3.15 EBF NOVICES HURDLf (QuaEfiflR £2,62& 2m 
150yd) (16) 

1 Oft BAKU 60V 313 J OH 6-114_MCetoman 

2 406 B£N 41 ft*s A Knight 4-114_ Q Knight 

3 OP BRUNO BEAR 12 Mr*P OitSTd 5-114 MrRMefo 

4 4 CAPITAL mNMMBIT27 MraFWdnyn 4-114 



>r^La^.84C4pitalPunlahmant8-1 PoadcQara, 
10-1 Man Prom Man, 14-1 often. 


1^5 RENT ROLL CUP HANDICAP CHASE (£2,196: 
2m) (5) 


1 VOX UHEX4LAMB1S(BF.C0ttS}0MC0ra 7-124 

2 WO JOOrBBOT 1S(RnVAMR 9MW ftl?. ^"^ 

3 2PU1 VAUENTMOI JOY tl Q OOrortS 




2.15 QUS CARTER NOVICES CHASE (£2^56:2m 
4f)(11) 

1 w BOW HANOT MAN «2P(MPany»8mlftM1 4 

2 H5L BEBjTllMg WPeaeuBioraM14- T RBS3 

sssra TOKTOFMWliw A SactMRSOfl 8-11-6 BSSMr 

4 F34 MARSft »4 Roynobraon 7-114_ DCoaM 

5 224 MR7MBW33MWbMr5-114_CR*w(7) 

8 yap- PIGEON ISLAND455 PftoodOT8-114_ Sdpai 

7 400 MNCECCYA27G RfcMrasftll-6_ MMm 

8 W4P TEACAKE 110RUM8-114_ MMolaney(B 

9 42P- WAYSBC 379 V Thjmwon ft114_ _AOri«Y 

10 0W> MAWmCPIAYlB 43 Pnp ftrtft ftll -f 

It 004 WUWlirtTWlZWMKNmaMftlM^^^ 


1140 OwnIMAM MftoMK 5-1 Mr Thera, ftl 
eaha. 12-1 Prince (ton, Me dL BM often. 


2*5 BRADBURY HANDICAP CHASE (£2^27:3m 
2f 160yd) (5) 

1 8534 HjPHBMEflRCY38(DiFXLMJOftar9-124 B3MY 
~-iiCD/«WAaMpn«non6-nT 


X Sf SS229E22K*2P t W JOB *» > - , M | « M r 
2P6M BWHaAmWT8(Cnp«WASNfnanwjiftn-1 

3 2ST1 NORTON WARRIOR 15 M H 

4 Mt TW■AL1»M30frjCftaj>M 

$ pftp coxBREWormni^ra.nreJ^fJSdSS 

134 The Mam, 184 Norton Wariw. 74 Bonn Mm. 
114 High Edge (hey, 25-1 Cool Brftr. 


3.15 ST STEPHEN HANDICAP HURDLE (£1 J4& 
2m) (11) 

1 1 X SBWIMLTSa^^'eS 
2 is saLiantBsaar iias 

5 0011 WWTWOOO 6 (OLFAS) C Bft 5-10-9 R Om W» 

6 Ht CAMDENIHQHr47nfeNByGroBft142 

7 Fit 8ALAOTY23 pmQ Moon5-10-1 _ JCftSnS 
6 4804 FWLMONTYgftftBQanyaSnfti4.1 04 ' 

9 -M WPftWARP AMOH 16gLF)0 Tg%ftl Si‘"" l " W 

IQ 400 OUTTTAMWIQ B4X 22 (CO/) J toOraor 4^04^ ^ 

11 ft- UaCMM 408 (BJJBBbon 9-144- 
44 Whftwoa 114 Houpdon. 6-1 SnM^.7-1 atari. 


Gofatp good to soft 


i ■■ MMkVMLM AftwThe 

Number, ftl Brm Satants. 10-1 AUam. iSToften. 


141PEPVS NOVICES HANDICAP CHASE (£2.592: 
2m 200yd) ( 2 ) 

1 in WEMBOYMMPBelHftlftU. SMattEcctos 

2 0680 7DCHENKA4MnJOoftftKJO- WHrapMye 

1-4 VHda Boy, 7-2 Tocher**. 


1-30 ST IVO NOVICES HURDLE (Dhr Ih £24)10:2m 
4ft (19) 


Selections 

By Mandarin 

12.45 Lanrie-0.1.1S Some Do Not 1.45 They AD 
Forgot Me. 2.15 West Ender. 2.45 Vulrory’s 
Clown. 3.15 Skdetor. 


Going: good to soft (soft patches) 

1Z45 BRUCE CARR MEMORIAL TROPHY CHASE 

(£2,678:3m) (8 runners) 

11-13_PMvea 

n 5-11-13 Mnf 


1 ftn LAURC-OSBft, 

2 4811 RQHT1NO JESS 

3 <04 MTICIREEZEII 

4 422 DECENT MAM 22 
6 2ft6 


•mm. 


ftl 1-12 Mpraf 
9-114- CKmB 


Bewmod 7-11-5- SndnrN 

21 Mn 9 Lrayran 7-11-6 

0 Tatar 

6 /2ft PLCLOOHEY FORREST250 O Brennan 6-114 _ 

l 25 "»««« J OSH MR Tata 6-114- (kNWm^ 
4 P94 LYM0MQEM12MChapman4-104_ WWarttagton 
. - 4-5 P mie a t B-1 imha Breen, 10- 
1 Remember Josh, 12-1 Ebomeezar'e Dreem. fftl oftne. 


i15 RACti«3 POST NOVICES CHASE (QuaflfiBn 
£2,740:2m 8f) (10) 

1 ftP4 ATTRACTI VE2S MHoOtaon8-11-2_ JDeagn 

2 BRAMLEYBXMWtanei 6-11-2_ ( dm 

.”3? asnanuRSB? Tjrt 
! s BgaaaaaassgjBg-TS 

7 Rft SOME DO NOT 242 nN Headman ftl 14^ D Bms 

8 046 STORMY'S MAD 12 J Legh 6-n-2_ WWMttfagtoa 

9 02- Y o raa wi nnL gn9^ftii.a^^riniSS 

10 «/ WMTT1NBHAM VALE VMCMflMn 7-10-11 


44 Some Do Not 9-2 Hay Rndey, 6-1 
ABradfn. iftl Crafty Copper. 14-1 oftars. 


York Imperial, ftl 


[L45NC& SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE (£1,772: 


iaS5S3U&!** 

4 1P0B JACQURMTS am S(F)JPMta 4-10-11 

5 IMA uwuaoff(CDJ)MOeerwMWL^’ dbwS 

6 4429 EVEMN0WNfeT«(V)fefilORM4-104 


7 3MB LOVH.YW0N0A»JOflDWMon4-10-7_ JAItata 

B 400 VAUANnRCAR16(6)C71tanraiftl45_ — 

9 UftP RRaZYSAAPR 29 (V/RTtemprai 4-194 

10 KUO KHOONEHXM0C«%4444_c£SS 

11 WW SHAW»YARO(M8ClWtert4.1ft1~—^ — 

12 OOCP PHARLYFIZZ3SJVtotawngM3-1&-1_ JjChjfcei 

13 KD6 ASTMD OUERFD 9F BndMODdftHH)— TJarta 

MOM raEOOU]2iwPemp3-146_BCuwim 

15WJOO NYUMXANNC19JD00Nr3-1M- Rmaney 


i s . Lpift 74ThwAS Forgot Ma, 114LaftSda 

ftl EnenlngSmaL 10-1 riraaoia 1M often. 


2.15 WLVINGTOH HANDICAP HURDLE (£3.366: 
2m 6ft (13) 

1 Wft Mi. STRUT 2S4 f&M *t»ny Rzgnki ft124 

2 4P/ QRSdT9B7M(CA0i9JttMrft114 J J 3Z 

3 BOft TA3QM LORO 2ri (BAR AJWataifttO-IQ 

PMmb 

4 lift MWOFPEACESMASIPBtaUayftlM 

CKatan 

5 TOP UNTO BOY22KMJOfter 7-144. SDMeaR) 
S 4U WEST EMXR 32 MJJMMiaon 7-144 ■ Satan (7] 

7 Ml «anmmftimw«i.iiu>- U. 

8 MP CREXlB>2S(f}kBwta(4W_ Rltaday 


Selections 

By Mandarin 

1L30 Drumhead. 1.0 Wide Boy. 1 JO Sin*)eRole. 
2.0 PBndmnis. 230 Buddy Holly. 3.0 Mniifidd 
Village. 


15 048 miraFKflW8ll(BFAMnJPfenflnft1l4 

18 04 B TOHTBOOK21NHsntarson6-114L 

17 -3F8 TOPVUAM37ATuma04-11-0_ILsneeoe 

is era chatty conn 177 cwootaftio* cumwwm 

19 OP NUMNKAMRHoHmml 4-144_(toy Lyons P) 


8-1 MontranenL 4-1 Bttm Grand, 0-1 1 
C m — H, ftlPa Prottadb. KM Peftam Sifte, 


1230 8TIVO NOVICES HURDLE (Dtvb £2.010:2m 
4ft (17 nsviers) 


2JJ EBF CHATTERIS INTERMEDIATE HANDICAP 
CHASE (£2364:2m 4ft (6) 

1 -312 PCNDEMMII PAPUAN NHandenon 7-124 

8 FPB KECHMOUKTLAD7CTfMBie6-12-0— DPootoOT 

3 -FF3 GOOD TOMS 11 ff AM T Efterirwon 7-11-3 RRowa 

4 -SP1 EARL BOHAN 21 (fiSo F Murphy 7-10-3_ DMiepM 

8 3H3 MLAMON 30 6-146- 3Mpra 

4 «23 FOMCB) MARCH 14 Q BNdtag 8-104 



64 FMnB, 7-2 Good Tonic, 42 Bail Soham, 5-1 
I VWead MaKh. 34-1 BeadntomtLML 


5 8fm wao ra 

8 1223 FESTADAK 


« 1221 HESTA DANCE It 
7 431 BUDDY HOLLY 16 


(CD^MRjranl 1-10-10__ JMeLta^ftl 
KEISrinj Leigh 7-148 teyLyona(3) 
IT 18 ftVHandenon 5-104 

SBMOiEcdae 
50(Q)JEdnerdlS-197_—. DTegp 
PMDE 242 flBAAn PBugovne 13-UWT 


>Masa 


3JQ OUSE HANDICAP HURDLE (£2,118:2m 100yd) 

1 144 MOWS MBTAKE Z7 (VA83 R Lea 8-1VI2 

2 Oft RUSTY LAW 859 fC£)M Bta*sft11-3. DSkyimra) 
8 SttF MAJOR E FP ON TMfeF^GBaHtagftll-a 



4 IBM MNM8MAIIT21(CD i r)K Mogul 5-10-1T 

5 -832 MUmSJ] VEiAOE 12 (BP« S Dow 4-lil!?^ 
8 431 CLOS DU BOS 12 MUG} MraNMacaMey 4-10-4 

tad oral 

7 140 FUma MWIET4 (PULS WO Delta ft1<M 

8 144 NORTHBIN BARRYtaPflJMcConnochtoftl^r^ 

9 MP MMQRTALnSH 12 (D/)DQandalb 6 - 1 (M) ***** 


10 Pf-3 HOWMLtIJDmjBoaejc* 5-104 

11 I* POWTER MAN Ml (DA B Crawlot 


Bataxfc5-104 StasSMarg—yd 
PL8) B Crawford 9-140 


11-4 MuMMd VMaga^ 74 Northern Barry, ft* Motor Effort, 


9 lift FffTH ATT E MPT 844 


10 044 THROOUTOmUR 


IJFAPngRFIM- — 

»®OBennanftiCHJ 


11 22ft SMUY22l(9f BtocMwftlftO-MrKOraaa(7] 

12 «ftP NO CRBhBUTY 183 (Cjuj B Wchmond 8-10-Q 

Weds Parker (7} 

13 mm- DRV OM 417 MAIM Chapman 7-144 WWorMogtoi 
11-10 HN Sheet 7-2 Tatnma Lord, 7-1 West Ender, ftl 

Par Senior, pe a n Steps. 12-1 Rfft Attempt 14-1 others. 


2.45 C F RAWUNSON FINE DRAINAGE HAND¬ 
ICAP CHASE (£3,577:2m If) (3) 


1 -431 VULRORTS CLOWN 19 (OJAS} 0 Brawn 1 2-lftO 

2 FFft SAWDUST JACK 2*8 (SJMWEsrarby 6-11-9 

R Hailey 

3 -an DEADLINE27(ILQ J Leigh7-144_ DByrae 

10-n VUrotya down. ft4 Sawdust Jack, 7-1 Deadline. 


3.15 MISTLETOE NOVICES HURDLE (£2^39: 2m 
1ft (14) 



8 21ft 

7 ft 

8 0 

9 

10 0 

11 9 

12 BP 

13 DO I 

14 -POU 

Sketamr. 3-1 Gymerak Stardom. 4-1 Ha 




Course specialists 


WWTDH JJ5? , T i . Btoomfteld, 4 whnam (ram 8 

runners. 50.0%; M Pipe, 138 (ran 415.333%: C Brocks, a 
from 13. a.l%i_R HoiSr. 20 tram 101.19^fc j a 


from 13,23.1 %i R Holder, 20 from ioi. 19B%: j EOwanla. 8 
fr9ffl43 ILfiV D^jrraySn^.ahtraW mLSSRm 
h^.5 wnnenfr on; TYrtaM. 24«V A Webb, 13 from 77. 
1&9%( N Coleman. 15 from 118.1Z7%; M Bosiey. 4 from 38. 
11.1%; N Hawks, fl from 58,10J3%. (Orty qSSSn). 


P Itophy, 4 vsrtwtars from 14 

SSSSlSSsSSSS 1 - 

S®®"* 

Bxras,2l (nxn 100.2tjO%;F| Rowe. IB from 114. l&8%tR 

H-1%: W Humpnreye. 3 from 27.17.1%, 

(Only quaSner*). 

fi riiomtoo.10 winners from 28 
ESfla- 5S , 2S5-S2?*?ll^ t ? n L.33AV N Hendenon. 5 
^ 21* N TWder, 14 from 

83. 25.4%; M H EtaMy, 25 from 99. 2L3%. JocksyK D 
Chrma, 12 wlnnen from 54 rtdee, 22J2%; J j ouim. 7 from 61. 
1*7%; p Ntwi, 14 from 103,13,6%. (Only QuaMerel. 
SEDOHELJD: Tnfewrc K 


runnara, 27^%; N TWder. 
l3.23l%.MHEntarDy,2 
107.20.0%: Mr»G Revetov 
Qumo, 4 Miners (ram 12 
IS. 26.7%; M MB, 7 from 
20.0%; R Ganttty, 11 fror 
154V 



Elsworth’s words 
rally the faithful 


By Mkhael Seely, rach^g correspondent 


i 230 BOXMQ DAY HANDICAP CHASE CE2.61& 
3m) aO) 


f Oft OWORTTIW (DAB MnD Hate frll-12 JRaMon 

2 MP4 J0mOBS« {CAFAMPM»phy7-11-12 

Ttany(7) 
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DAVID Elsworth was radiating 
confidence yesterday as Desert 
Orchid had his final exercise 
before attempting to become the 
first horse to win this after¬ 
noon’s King George VI Rank 
Chase at Kempton Pa/k for the 
fourth time. 

“We took him out in a mini 
gale this morning and he’s in 
tremendous shape, absolutely 
root on. m be surprised and 
disappointed If he doesrfi win.” 

Such strong words from the 
realistic Elsworth must surely 
lift the spirits of the taint 
hearted who were discouraged 
by Desert Orchid’s lastof four to 
Young Snngfit at Sandown, 
beaten a total of 20 lengths. 

“Desert Orchid is not a myth, 
he's a racehorse. For the past 
few months he's been aimed 
solely for the King George. We 
went to Sandown hoping that he 
would win. but knowing in our 
heart of hearts that it was 
unlikely. He wasn't ready to do 
himself justice: 

“Apart from that, is there any 
hone in the country that could 
have given Young Snugfit 211b 
and beaten him over two miles? 
Sabin Du Loir could not and he 
was only conceding 11b.” 

Just six days short of his 
twelfth birthday. Desen Orchid 
must inevitably soon be show¬ 
ing signs of his age. But the' 
trainer countered: “Desert Or¬ 
chid is probably not gening anv 
better but there’s not much 
evidence that he’s deteriorating. 
He's on a plateau. It’s probably 
now a question of how quickly 
he comes down from that level.” 

The heavy rain that has fallen 
will be in Desen Orchid’s favour 
as Richard Burridge, the major¬ 
ity shareholder in the flying 


grey, pointed out “It was on 
heavy ground that be won the 
Gold Cup, and it was firm when. 
be was beaten last year. The soft 
highlights a different part of his - 
racing style. It puts the focus on' 
his experience and stamina.” 

Deroite the amount of rain 
that has fallen, the quick-drain-. 
ing Sunbury track was reported, 
to he in good condition by- 
Michael Webster, the clerk of 
the course. “We've had half an 
inch of rain but its still only 
good. But it may be riding a bit 
softer tomorrow, particularly if. 
we get any more rain.” 

.Jenny Pitman will walk the 
course this morning before 
deciding whether to let Toby- 
Tobias, last season's Chelten-; 
ham Gold Cup runner-up, take 
his chance, “There must be a 
mulch better chance of him 
running him now. I lay awake 

most of the night listening to the • 
rain falling. It was music to my 
ears.” 

Toby Tobias has not run since • 
winning ai Liverpool last ApriL. 
“It could be a rough race with so. 
many front runners. Toby is in 
pretty good shape but he’ll be 
allowed to run his race and 
won’t be knocked about if he 
gets tired.” 

In Somerset, Martin Pipe was 
putting to the finishing touches 
to his powerful Boxing Day 
team. “The King George is a 
tough race but I'm very hopeful 
for Sabin Du Loir. He’s very; 
well and Tm confident that he’ll 
stay the extra half mile.” 

Reluctant as I am to desert 
Desert Orchid. Celtic Shot is 
reaching his prime as 8 chaser. I 
take the former champion hur-_ 
dierto prove too good for Desen' 
Orchid and Toby Tobias. 


Cheering News to make 
his mark over timber 


From Our Irish Racing Correspondent, Dublin 


DERMOT Weld, who won the outstanding novices of the cur- 
Doify Express Triumph Hurdle rent campaign. Redundant Pal, 


at Cheltenham in March with Joyful Noise and Rook-Tee. 


Rare Holiday, has already set Redundant Pal. winner of the 


his sights on a repeat success last two runnings of The Lad- 
with Cheering News. He proved broke on this track, has top 


to be a useful three-year-old on weight in next month's renewal 
the Flat, winning three of his but his trainer Paddy Mullins 


four starts including two listed would prefer 10 keep him to fen- 
races. cine. He has won tu-n nf hie 


ra “ s - _ _ . . cing. He has won two of his 

In die first of these he beat three starts so far, but was not 
Boarding School by a length at particularly impressive at Pun- 
theCunrsgb and the pair are due chestown. 
to renew rivalry in the Ir£l 2.000 Joyful Noise is another smart 

Dennys Juvenile Hurdle at Leo- hurdler to make the grade over 


pardstowa today. 



fences with two wins but at the 
weights the form selection has to 
be Rook-Tee. He meets Joyful 
Noise on 81b better terms for a 
six lengths beating at Navan 
when returning after a long lay¬ 
off and subsequently pul up a 
bold display of jumping to beat 
Good For A Laugh on a return 

visit to Navan. 






Weld: Trfamph hopes 
for Cheering News 


S?7 likt | i y*° run > year's XimStents ^oolrin^ 511 ?” 
Seagram Grand National. The cight-yeaMild’s trebles. Elaguska and Moun- 
Amencan owners were against letting the horse anara. Both jump well but 
take put at Amtrec, but Wantage trainer neither would be within a stone 
Hcpncm Knight said yraerday dm. the, hav. of Cheering te h£ 


KEMPTON P ARS 
WETHERBY 
WOUERHAMPTON 
WKCAST0N 

market sasen 

NEWTON AH60T 
SEDGEFIELD 
HUNTINGDON 
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101 201 301 

102 an 302 
165 203 385 

104 204 301 

105 205 36 

106 206 305 
d^. 287 3C7 
V--V2Q0 3ffl 

:: 149 ■ 


Henrietta Knight said yesterday that they have 
bad a change of heart. “I think I’ve pursuaded 
them to c ha n g e their minds. Von Csadck will 
miss Cheltenham and just have a small race' 
somewhere between January and tire big one.** 


The other big attraction is tire 
Dennys Gold Medal Novices’ \ 
Chase which features an exdhng 
dash between three of the 
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Desert Orchid poised for record 




By Mandarin ' 

did a year *8°’ Desert 
^ rciud comes to the Kino 
5 eor ® e VI Rank Chases? 

K*®Plon Park this aitamoon 
a point to prove. 

Defeat in the Tingle Creek 
Sandown earlier in 
die month has again raiserf 
ft* his'&ES 
powers are waning, but I 
believe reports of his demise 
are exaggerated. Desert Or- 
chid is napped to win the King 

foSftime” unpre “ d “ ted 

Certainly his task is more 
difficult than last season. His 

dercat at Sandown then washv 
««Iy 2*6 lengths, whereas on 
this occasion he was never 
dangerous in the second half 
of the race won by Yon no 
SnugfiL Elswora and Dunwoody reunited as Desert Orchid 

On the face of it that was attempts to win a record fourth King George 

Was bf 5 “ever made any secret of reportedly went well in a 
sest that h3SSfi, him 10 *** feet that the King George racecourse gallop last week, 

mlhp hio *“? aJways bctm Desert Or- His claims rest on a second to 

TFamiar berefor his chiefs principal objective and Norton’s Coin in last season's 

regular partner, Richard Dun- Elsworth, who knows the Cheltenham Gold Cup, with 

«vat VJir C io K * 0WD !? cewas borse so well, has no peer at Desert Orchid four lengths 
mi«* lV IL m fc a distance preparing a numer primed to away third, and he already 
much too short for him, tbemimne. the betting for oert 

T*!? on .® , The opposition is stronger year’s Gold Cup. There is no 
coursene clearly relishes will than last year, when Desert doubting his quality but the 
i5!!!!!f“- inore tobfe'aste. Orchid started an odds-on lack of a previous outing 
is usually the first favourite, but Celtic Shot and cannot be in his favour, 
casualty of advancing years Toby Tobias, two of his moh Sabin Du Loir has twice 
he approaches his potent rivals, would prefer finished ahead of Desert Or- 
tweum birthday Desert Or- softer ground even given the chid this season over shorter 
and is no longer ideally recent rain. trips but he will have his work 

equipped to tackle specialists Celtic Shot, a former cham- cut out to complete that part- 
two-milers who challenge him pkm hurdler, is progressing icular treble over this 
throughout well over the larger obstacles distance. 

There is, however, no evi- but his best form is with The Fellow represents the 
dence yet that his stamina or plenty of cut m the ground. Lamorlaye stable of Francois 
courage have failed him. Toby Tobias makes his Doumen, who sent over Nup- 
David Elsworth, his trainer, seasonal debut although he safe to win the King George 


Norton's Coin in last season's 
Cheltenham Gold Cup, with 
Desert Orchid four lengths 
away third, and he already 
heads the betting for next 


The opposition is stronger year’s Gold Cup. There is no 
than last year, when Desert doubting his quality but the 
Orchid started an odds-on lade of a previous outing 
favourite, but Celtic Shot and cannot be in his fevour. 

Toby Tobias, two of his mo& Sabin Du Loir has twice 
potent rivals, would prefer finished ahead of Desert Or- 
softer ground even given the chid this season over shorter 


three years ago. If Doumen's 
opinion that The Fellow is 
superior to NupsaJa is correct, 
The Fellow cannol be dis¬ 
missed lightly. 

But Desen Orchid has made 
Kempton Park on Boxing Day 
his own. There could be no 
more appropriate setting for 
him to prove that we have not 
yet beard the last of him. 

White the King George 
brings together the established 
top (light, the Builin's Fel- 
thara Novices’ Chase stages a 
cracking meeting of future 
stars. Ardbrin, Morley Street 
and Sparkling Flame are the 
three main protagonists, and I 
give Morley Street the oppor¬ 
tunity to redeem his reput¬ 
ation after a surprise defeat at 
Ascot. 

He won the Breeders* Cup 
Chase at Belmont Park, New 
York, in October with ease, 
and began his career over the 
larger English fences with an 
emphatic win at Worcester. 

He was then beaten by 
Remittance Man at Ascot, but 
his trainer, Toby Balding, 
attributed that setback to an 


again bis immense potential 
demands be can be given 
another chance. 

Ardbrin and Sparkling' 
Flame have both impressed in 
their brief careen over fences 
and could go right to the top- 
They will make it a stem test 
but Motley Street is taken to 
pass the examination. 

The improving Wonder; 
Man should complete a treble 
in the Royal Garden Hotel 
Handicap Hurdle, while the 
consistent LapiafTe can gain 
an overdue reward in the 
Shearings Handicap Hurdle. 

At Weitaerby. Durham Edi¬ 
tion can follow up last year's 1 
win in the Rowland Meyrick 
Handicap Chase. He is 191b 
better oft for an eight lengths- 
defeat by Mr Frisk in last 
season's Whitbread Gold Cup 
at Sandown, and of his other 
rivals Bob Tisdall does not 
look the force be was. Bitting 
Jack prefers it softer while 
Bluff Knoll, though progres¬ 
sive, is stepping up in class. 

Arthur Stephenson, the trai¬ 
ner of Durham Ed ition. i$ also 
strongly represented in the 


early mistake draining his Supermaster Handicap Chase 
confidence. Jumping out to with Viliierstown and Bad 


the left and losing ground did 
not help either, and while he 
cannot afford that generosity 


Trade, but I prefer OM Apple¬ 
jack, a course and distance 
winner in October. 


recent rain. 

Celtic Shot, a former cham¬ 
pion hurdler, is progressing 
well over the larger obstacles 
but his best form is with 
plenty of cut m the ground. 

Toby Tobias makes his 
seasonal debut although he 


trips but he will have his work 
cut out to complete that part¬ 
icular treble over this 
distance. 

The Fellow represents the 
Lamorlaye stable of Francois 
Doumen, who seat over N up- 
safe to win the King George 


Trainers’ preferences 


THE foBowfng are trainers" preferred 
races tor norees doubly engaged 
today KEMPTON: 1 15 Afdbrm. £20 
Nick Tne Bn*. WETHERBY: 1 30 
Ranting Jessica; 30 Baling Jack. 
WtNCANTON: 30 Pum Swift, Faux 
Pavilion. WOLVERHAMPTON: lO 
Ctos Du Boar. 30 Spirit Of KJbrts. 


NEWTON ABBOT: 12-45 HUarion 
2.45 Von Csaoetc HUNTINGDON: 
1200 Viasconc 100 Banana Boat, 
Chany Comer 3.0 Northern Barry. 
market RASE* 1.15 Pigeon Is¬ 
land; 2.15 HU Street 3.15 Sketotor. 
SEDQEFIELO: 2.15 Decern Man; 
3.15 Vaiant Boy. 



• RETriNG: 11-10 MevtoySaast. 4-1 Anfcrtn. 9-Z Sparking Hama, 7-1 Coppwta. 10-1 Tom TroOwdow. 
18-1 Man On The Una. 35-1 Shah's Che**. 

MBS: FRENCH QQBUN 6-10-11PMW HoMto (158*W)J GttBd 7 (M 

form focus ssrwt ISSSeHaSvSSSn 

—By st UaydocA ( 2 m 4f. nov ch. good » soft). ] SPARKUM9 ft AME I®? 1 * 
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Course specialists 


JOCKEYS 


ma mz wsaw lmuTawmw ch. good. TOMYnouhAOow 
^wfcrmaTpSlc £5 Tur[in-s Qrwn (tents) 2*U « Wlnewson (2m 

XC^t^lWRL£YSTW£r^^ g a t i efin a: MOfOEY WBT 
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25 
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19.1 
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R Smyth 
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O Sherwood 
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Guide to our in-line racecard 

1 113143 0000 TWES13 (BFJ=OJ8MMf»ORo«nson)BHMlM- 




Selections 

By Mandarin 


1.00 Rodeo Star. 

1.30 Fighting Jessica. 
ZOO OM Applejack. 


Z30 Lefefa Boy. 

3.00 Durham Edition. 

335 Blacksburg. 


By Michael Seely 

3.00 BIRLING JACK (nap). 335 le Teroeraue. 


Rscsesrd number. Six-figure form (F - feu. distance whiner. BF - beaten favourite In 

p - aim up. U - tsseerad doer. B - brougrs latest rsee) Going on wham none has won 

down. 8 — slipped up. R - refused. IF — firm, good to firm. bard. G - good. 
D - disqualified). Horse's name. Days 6 - soft, good to toft, heevy ). O wne r ^In 

sines tost outtiitr. F ft ftar. (B - Winkers £v8c*scs. Trainer. Age and waigW. BWer 

V —vigor. H - rxxxt E-EyestwML C- course plus any allowance. The Times Private 
winner . D - iterance winner. CO - course and HanWcappef« raflng. 

2B SUPERMASTER HANDICAP CHASE (£5,117:2m 41100yd) (8 runners) 

1 2324-44 VUMERSTIIWit 28 p3V,fiM0(P PBer) W A SMplienson U-tl-lfl- thK Mm m m 89 




■H"* 11M ““S^SmSSSl urn 4-114 N OmtftyCMS ted a «■*•»* » «" 


Rfchaids 7 ran 


Course specialists 


LW,- 

A ,£ §2 MDWJW 

I 1 8! 


JOCKEYS 

Winns a Rkfaa Percent 

28 119 235 

41 201 204 

10 61 164 


2 a2HV4» NOS NS GAOTTHE 2S (HAS) (P teaan) M H Eaatotpy 7-11-7 — .. LWyer 95 

3 evtssu OLD APPLEJACK 21 fSDJBFJJB) (G TdtXB} J Jonnson 10-11-8————— TBeed 9S 

4 232/FUO KAJCY TtoCX 32 KXFJL8) U Hanson) J Hanson 9-11- * .— - AAdaraa — 

5 -yF11» ■NMAe>2M(DJ'JJ^(P01>onnel»JMWy«*9«»6- lv «- MDwya* 94 

8 13P31F DEMONBAHBBt «|CO^AM(RCuppa)Q ftfeflwda B-11-0_- H Dautfay 099 

7 312213 aMMlMDe 19(DJLgMPF—OWn S rapnen eo na-lM .—— A U nmet (T) IS 

8 894148 BOCiTAM 15(COJ 1 )(Das o top ra oraUflTCunrangn— 10-1IHI — - — — KJaaea 77 

Long Wee p : bapernln 8-11. 

BETTMft 3-1 Nos NS Gaoatw. 7-2 an Mafad. 4-1 OU Appla|acfc. 6-1 The Demon Barber, 11-2 Bad 
Trade, 8-1 V—r mnn i. 12-1 HandyThcfc. 33-1 bapetiaan. 

U8K PHOecx OOLD 9-11-3 MOwyw (11-4 Mv) Jimmy RzgmNd 8 ran 

230 LONG MARSTON HANDICAP HURDLE (£3390: 2m) (4 runners) 

1 4F1/M0- MlSraST284AFJUB(ABodge(EcxM^Ltd)JhwjyFtagaraMB-12D-. SMpnd — 

2 IRS-711 LEMHBOV2S(CS^jOLB|PRoeeon)GMoora4-11-8- MDsryar 88 

3 pm-PP vauurr5QT2r<ixFl(RCned>woidSKwaii » M4-nM. .. andpra# — 

4 12-1233 PWUOnP 33 BLRAS> CD PftoN M OTfe* 5-104... LWyer «88 

Long hwirflrs o r Pepefoa 9-11. 

BETTMO: Latf> Boy. Pmafeao. 

1888: LANDSKI64-7 N Smtti pB-1) J Partes 9 ran 

3.0 ROWLAND HEYRICX HANDICAP CHASE (tl7.480: 3m 100yd) (9 runners) 

1 2211P-3 WOlTMBMaFietCDjrAMgUpscnl JUpacxia-12-0... - - - MMprar — 

2 3P/22S2- HC THPOtEB 288 (COAjS) fT M HcOoneflh lbS W 4 Seprwnecn 12-11-8 _ N OauMW ■ 

3 4ivn0 SR HDSX S (ClLFXLa) (Us h OuRey) K SeSey it-11-5- Nr N Armytsas 82 

4 44P85-3 bob reortti agMLsi 1R Ogaenj w neiwm n-io-7-* «< •* 

5 122-148 DIMHAM mnrtOH 33 teppAM|RO«ey|W*SMPWenson 18-18-4 - - - — *88 

8 15-22R3 ar«» ON nuexs 29 (DyFA»(P PNen W * Snmen B-IO-I - MrK J n r — BB M 

7 ae-id aston express m icoas) w Rn—m q mow r-ion- n Owym ao 

8 8(113834 astUNOJACK »(Di31(Mrs jPeunrenJEdiordS D’HHI- LWyer 84 

8 23F/V11 BLURF KNOLL 82 SK/rJOSt (R Bme| H Biwwn l-lO O . . . . . . . ■ OlWtat H 

Long aeotftam: Aston Expre » S-13. BUSng Jack 9-13. BWf Knoi B-11 

BETTWtfe T-9 BUH Knoi. 4-1 I* Fnsfc. 5-t Soy On TracKa. 7-t Aston Exp r e s s . ID-1 Bktog Jack. 
16-1 Durham EdWon. The Tbrtcer. 25-1 Boh TtsdeA 

1928: DURHAM EDITION 11-10-6 A H st dgar (S-I)WA d ephen s oti 7 ran 

335 BOXING DAY NOVICES HANDICAP HURDLE (£2,954: 2m) (10 runners) 

1 WSS/11 atagTOB 48 (Dim (TTITTM 7-12-0 .—.— • ■■ “p - — 

2 *02-110 AMT1QUAN SMA£ 23(PAO)(DLsmxd BIMUnaon5-10-12- LWyer 88 

3 2211 LE TOttRAWS 32 (FXQ(OOougWIN Ttreaw 4-1D7-■ -. - . MHM 88 

4 86*012 sanonc36 VMfft (Wwnorto* HwangBuraeu PlclR Bestman5-10-7- Sheer 84 

8 202-212 aLAOCSaURO 8 (aF»(Aau 09 KEtR*iNU 8 Jimiiif Rtzgara«l5-1iM>_—_ MDiqnr *89 
8 4022- BwsrwmiwiBNiOApreRflCwarayWtw- ——Hfw-y » 

7 0-82120 DajsjuiouR 22(^(Dt KimethSFrasedGBchards4-1D3- LCMaran 16 

8 8608- ROUH ALLS LAPT 282 {W Pnee) J Wniftytt 4-U H1 . - . BNcGWJS) 88 

9 OOP! BANAN* BOAT 828 (Mbtfy Racmg Ud} Mss P Had 5-10-0—————— Upel — 

M 03PU08- ABHA GUTA 881(F) pars VHa^reJ Ronald Thompson 7-1M-——— OIMW — 

UagJNflde**Eftw/» Lady B-13, Banana Boot 6-1 1 , AttwGuya MO- 

BETTWQ: 158 Le TemaMra, 3-1 8taekaburg. 4-1 Danahour, 6-1 Antiguan Brit. 8-1 Mmbome. 
12-1 Bhatwtm.20-1 otiwa. 

128 fc AFWCAM aPPU T 5-11-1 STVjmerfB-IJR Whaafcar 17ran 


racing 23 




220 KING GEORGE VI RANK CHASE (Grade I: £45.190: 3m) (11 
runners) 


407 2F12-T1 ARCTIC CALL 32 (BjCOJ&S) (B StswBrt-Bmwn) 0 Shsnraod 7-11-10- JOshoma 7fl 

(Royal Uue, pte* epatMtas, pink cap) 

402 FS1-111 CELTIC SHOT 14 (CAG3) (D Horton) C Brooks 8-11-10 -- GMcCourt 87 

(Pink, saver sleeves, mauve and ptok hooped cap} 

403 1131-24 DESERTOTCH1D25(CD/.G3) (R BunidgejD Bsworth 11-11-10-R Dunwoody • 39 

(Dark Otoe, gray sfeeves and cap/ 

404 11F3-12 ESPY5S(D3F v FjG 3) (R A Bolt (Wlgmor® St) Ud)C Brooks 7-1 MO-BdeHaan S3 

mmm tunuoise due sash and shoves, auarwred cap) 

405 2211M NICKTHEBRIEF 14(tLFjOS) (J Upson) J Upson B-11-10-R Supple 88 

(White, dads green epaulets and star on cap} 

408 681-114 PANTO PRINCE 29(00^^23) (Mrs L Warren) CPopham 9-11-10-BPoweS 63 

(Ught green, purpie chevron, hooped stoeves) 

40M0CM4- PRIZE ASSET 239 (FjG) (Mrs C James) P Hobbs 10-11-10_S Earle 62 

fYeBow. oiwak sash, oranae cap. nvaitdue soots) 

408 144-122SABINDULCHR25(^03) (BKIp0fflck)MPipe 11-11-10-MPemrtt BO 

(Emerald amen, scsnbr hooped sleeves and cot) 

409 23-1331 THEFBUW3B (OS) (Marquesa da MorataBaJF Doumen (ft) 5-11-10-AKondraj — 

(Bed. Bgh t green cap) 

4101111B1- TOB Y TOBIAS 265 (P.F.G3) (Mrs EHtehins) Mrs JPStnwn 8-11-10- M Pitman 89 

(Light blue andorange&amonds, SghtbiuB sleeves, Bght blue cap, orange sta/J 
411 110 VON CSAKX 32^2) (Sheppard Worrell Stables) Miss HKnigftt 8-11-10-2ndpret — 


. GMcCourt 87 
R Dunwoody • 38 


_R Supple 88 

_B PoweS 63 

_ S Earle 62 

_MPemrtt 80 

— AKondrat — 
_ M Pitman 89 




BETTMGk 13-8 Desert Orchid. 9-2 Celtic Shot 5-1 Sabin Du Loir. 11-2 Toby Tobias, 8-1 Arctic 
CBS, 10-1 The FsSow, 18-1 NJcfc The Brief. 25-1 Espy. 40-1 Panto Prince. 200-1 Prize Asset 
1989: DESERT ORCHID 10-11-10 R Dunwoody (4-6 fav) D Bsworth 6 ran 

Form guide to the 11 acceptors 


ARCTIC CALL 


VON CSADEK (10-11) 1718th (3m 2f 
82yd, grade tu h'cap, £38,858 .13 
ran). 

Nov 7, Newbury, firm: (11-6) best 
Man 0*Maglc (11-10) II (3m. n eap, 
£4^58.2 ran). 

Apr 5 Uvarpooi, good to firm: (11-3) 
V4l 2nd to Royal ^daw (11-9) with 
ESPY (11-QWar IBttt (3m If, nov 
feature ch, £21^336.11 ran). 

CELTIC SHOT 

Dec 12. Haydock. good to soft (11- 
2) beat Garrison Savannah (11-4) B) 
with NICK THE BRIEF (11-10) 3rd 
beaten 141 (3m. ch. £tO.Q25.6 ran). 
Nov 21, Haydock. soft (11-S) beat 
Party PoSacs (10-7) 21 (3m. bnrtsd 
h'cap. £10.155,6 ran). 

Nov 3b Wathartqr. good; ft 1-2} beat 
IQLOIMO (11-2) 4f(3m 100yd. ch. 1 
£18^84,7 ran). 

DESERT ORCHID 

Dec 1. Sandown. good (0 firm: (12- 
0) 29 4th to Young Snogftt (10-7) 
with SABIN DU LOIR ((0-6) 2nd 
beaten 21 (2m 18yd. limited h'cap. 
£16.703.5 ran). 

Nov 6. Devon, mod: <11-01 St 2nd to 
SABIN OU L0« (11-0) (2m If. ch. 
E1&Q48,5 ran). 

Apr 16. Falryhouse. good: (12-0) 
beat Barney Burnett (10-0) 121 (3m 
4f, Hated h’cap ch, £5^200,14 ran). 

ESPY 


Oct2S, Newbury, good to firm: (11- 
10) beat Comandante (ii-iq 2i (2m 
4f. ch. G4JB0:3 ran). 

Apr 18. Cheltenham, good to firm: 
(11-11) fea 3 out and remounted 
when over 601 3rd to Blast (11-4) 
(2m 4f. listed nov ch, £14,390. 3 
ran). 

NICK THE BRIEF 

Dec 12. H Bydock, good to soft see 
CELTIC SHOT. 

Mar 15, Chaitenham. good to firm: 
(12-0) puled after 12m befund 
Norton's Coin (12-0) with TOBY 
TOBIAS (12-0) W 2nd and DESERT 
ORCHID (12-0) 4%J 3rd (3m 21. 
championship ch. £67,003.12 ran). 
Feb 17. Leopardsiown. soft (12-0) 
beat Carve's H*fl (12-0) 51 with 
PANTO PRINCE (12-0) over 3» «tn 
(3m. Used ch. £47^25,6 ran). 

PANTO PRINCE 

Nov 27. Huntingdon, good; (11-9)71 
4th to Pegwea Bay m-l) (2m 41. 
grade II ch. £16^69. 5 ran). 

Nov & unneanua firm: (i MO) beat 
Welsh Oak (10-7) over 30 (3m if. 
QmftBd h’cap ch. £12.620 .2 ran). 
Oct 25. Wincanton, firm: (11-6) beat 
Prtdeaux Boy (11-0) 201 (2m 51. 
grade » ch, £17026.3 ran). 

PRIZE ASSET 

May 1. Ascot, firm: (11-11) 4th 
to With Gods Help (10^) (2m, h’cap. 
£7.050.8 ran). 

Apr 19. Chattanham, firm: (11-10) 
tmsaatod rider 7ih in a oomasi won 
by Nohakndun (11-13) (2m. h eap. 
£7,152, 3 ran). 

Apr 7. Uvarpooi. firm: (10-7) 9 to 


NohaJmdun (10-7) (2m, feature fim- 

iad h’cap, 12 ran). 

SABIN DU LOIR 

Dec 1 . Sandown, good to firm: sea 
DESERT ORCHID. 

Nov 18. ASCOI good to firm (11-0)31 
2nd to Money Street (i 1 - 10 ) (2m 4f, 
grade 11 ndie, £15.020.5 ran). 

Nov 6, Devon, good Bee DESERT 
ORCHID. 

THE FELLOW 

Nov 18. Auteui, heavy (10-5) beat 
Rocker (9-8) sh nfc (3m 3f 110ya. cn. 
£64309. 6 ran). 

Oct 18. Engtoen, soft (i 1-0) sv,i 3rd 
to Snarykoun (10-1) (3m if. cn. 
£48.231. 9 ran) 

Sep 30. Auteui heavy (it-0) I 
3rd to Brambefle (9-i3) (2m 51. Ch. 
£25,723.5 ran). 

TOBY TOBIAS 

Apr 5. Liverpool, good to firm (11 -9) 
beat Cawies down (i i-5) 1 vii (3m 
11. fsarure ch. £22^18 5 ran) 

Mar 15. Cheltenham, good to firm: 
see NICK THE BRIEF. 

Feb 10. Newbury, heavy ( 11 - 8 ) 
unseated naer lOtn ms contest won 
by Bamtvook Agam (11-12) (3m, 
ttsteO ch. £11.030.4 ran). 

VON CSADEK 

Nov 24. Newbury, good to firm, see 
ARCTIC CALL. 

Nov 3. Worcester, good (10-13) 
beat Over The Road (10-3) it (3m Sf, 
h’cap. £4,328, 7 ran). 

Selection: DESERT ORCHID 


Selections 

By Mandarin 

12.30 Binny Grove 1.0 Clean Through 1.30 
Manadong Brook. 2.0 Slapping Tim. 2.30 
Chancery Buck. 3.0 Monday Chib. 


13 006- MPPMO BOItU) 4 Jones 6-10-0- JBrywi 

14 S5M DESERT PALM 21 (BAFO) » HortaU 5-100 

8MNMI 

15 368 STAR OF KUWAI1 41 (F) N Thomson 6-iD-O 

18 SR POFBANCEB n9(F) W Q M Tumei 5 
9-4 Wanwav. 2-2 M ui oong »ook 9-2 Mowwam 8-1 
oyal AavurwuL 8-1 Aonlrai’s uaap Shmnon. t2-t oowra. 


2J) MID SEASON CHASE (£5.117 2m 5f) (7) 



1 Ml CERT4BI8TVLE IS 108)0 3mwoofl1n-a _ 

2nii SkOxxmq TW tin/.Q^UPn n-n-2. jum 

3i»iM <u» EomoN zstfoiF^xqp hutB 5 ion 

CtbudilS) 

4 «2F SATTLE BLAZE 55 WGMTuim 7 10-10 

Mr 8 CUM (7) 

6 1SF1 ZUMMERSET toffO) 4 8am» 81 O 1 O « Tof» (3) 
8 P4F Emi* PEPitA w C Popnom £HD-5 . S nniwhn* |7) 

7 SOI REOAMTO SOB R Hodges _ 8 UckwM 

10-11 Skipping rim. 5-2DMHI Stye. 9-2Gay Ecffltan, 10-f 

2unmaraaL 16-r Bnfla Qtazo. 33 -1 amanL 

135 HARRY DUFOSEE HANDICAP CHASE 
(£3^62: 3m If) (8) 

1 OR 8 O 8 COEHARVEY30|FAS)CBracUUMl _ 

2 MS- SLUE OMIT 291 (COAS) T Foratw 10-11-1 KllDon ^ 

CUwHn 

3 2314 OOUieR MMWRB. tBULFAS) J OHM nj t-8 

4 -811 LAimOALE LAD 25 (CBlFJS J Wng 810-9 

JKrampia 

fl Hodgas 7-fM- S UcMbM 


2S (CtLFjO) G Baking 7104 

MLyaoh 

7 -PM MPERUU. CHAMPAONE 28 (COJLS) uss J ftxxrw 

10 <0-1 NOm* 

8 8-31 UNDBt OFFEH tj (BAS) P Batay 910-0 SMmi 
3-1 Laudaraaia Lad, 7-2 Chanoarv Buck. «-i noacoe rw- 

vay. 5-1 Goidan Mnstroi, 8-1 Under Ohm. 5-t others. 

15 STIRRUP CUP NOVICES HANDICAP HURDLE 
(£1,828 2m) (13) 


6 BWP RARE no 14 


1 33P- AWT H OT 228 T Casay 8-11-18-U Lynch 

2 841)1 MBSTSl OOOY 4 (0JD J KHn *-11-0 (Cox) U (UcTorOs 

3 8-11 SUS4M KENCHAftO ra (tLOfu Bawoougn 4-i g-ig _ 

4 2-BP FAUX PAVtlLON 20 Mrs J Ream 6-tO-il 

ItrtdaMf 

5 4«5 TIC SUIto) 27 WGMTumai 5-104- CMtudalR 

8 -612 MOHOATCLUB*mjRWPBa8-t03- Jlmm 

7 BOB- CARP8IREMB9PUHMi5-100- A Anna 

8 P35P H»C WARDEN «o R HOdm 4.100- — 

9 5-80 WAOSWCK LAPT 78 R Banon 5-100— S%W|S| 
JO BPP S0VEREX2» DEED 2D H UHehof 3-lOS - X Howry 

11 OaSB PALM SWFI 20 * Owmcanan *-103 _ R QaidsMB 

12 006U KMQOF THE CURBS 30{B)0 0w>man MOO 

13 PQ I NaSACnMQHrnne-IOd- ■ A FkzganM (7) 

7-4 Monday Cke. 7-2 Unv Oddy 5-i Susan Monffw'd, 

8-1 ThtStorar. 8-1 AnOf Soy. 10-r Prana wanton. 12-1 otrwra 

Course specialists 

FRAMERS Mrs j Pitman, ?o wmnora honi 8> runners 29 6*fa M 
Pips, 21 ftocr to* 20 2%. O Srwwooo 9 noni «8. 18 8%. N 
Henderson, 7 hem <8 t4 BV a Tiynet 7 from iB >«.6%. J 
Gtftord. 10 trorn 70.143^. 

JOCKEYS K Mooney 15 wtoneralro>n9i rates. »65%. R flows. 
8 Irom 51.15-7%. J Lower. A hum 30 133V G Uprorv 4 iron 31. 
129%. C Maura. 3 hum 28. i0.7% |0nty Quotflers). 









■ iw' jip.r i• i 1 'I ;mm 




M l rr 'irn l 


10 OSSO PALStserrmAOmeartointOe- Sadpral 

62 Ctoa Du Boto. 7-2 Rag Time Base. S-i Empomra 
Warrior. 6-1 Lypn. 8-1 rite ugnm Skto. rO-t ocnera. 

1J0 DEEPRELDS NOVICES CHASE (£2379: 2m) 
( 8 ) 

1 IFF! REDRONOO12SURJErtowdi8-11-8 NWSSan nil 

2 Z-F5 BlQXHAM S* F Jordan 5-10-12- W McFwtwid 

3 IAMB CARA HWHN II J MacM S-tO-tf—_8 i OTaW 
« S-SF HARD STUFF 18 (HFjGO 0 NenoBan 8-10 B 

R8 a— yp) 

5 -40P MXAH 8W0H 28 R POOOCh 8-10-12 -- fWM 

6 0-58 UMBRELLA OfltL 12 A Jamas frHW— E Tlaraay (7) 
4-8 Rao Hondo 9-4 Haro SMI. 8-1 Bkwham. 12-1 RSan 

Attror. 16-1 Cera MutfcL 33-1 LtotoraBa OH 

2J) HARR Y BROBfN CHALLENGE CUP HANDICAP 

CHASE (£8.060: 2m 4f) (5) 

1 MI VBP HASH *1 PAJ Edmt* 7-11-10 NWtoam 

2 1364 HEW HALQt rl (COAS) 4 Jmma 9-11-7 e nenaj(ri 

3 424F W1QTOWHHATJMadaa7-1V4 _ 

4 BU-S BARIBIASSTAR82(OFABPBated 18-TOO IBM 

s DS 2 i aoun cloudkafaSmC hare* 

84 New Baton. 188 Deep Rash, 5-£ Wlgioain Say, 12-1 
BarfiMS Sar. 20-1 Sotor Claud. ^ _ 

Course specialists 

TRAINB1& H Pipe.21 «hw» from 71 runrata a Mm J 
Ptman. ia from Tq zai % J Eo-anto, 17 from 18,2^ 0^. 

Swim, B Item 41,195% MEclday. 31mm 19,158%; R Lae, 6 
from 43,140% 

JOCKEYS; No quaMats. 





: :r tf 1 w * f i irV . f jn i fur . 




a a s=*»*dfi v ran obSSso. g 8ftS'- ' ITV^Vbo^'fl^T 
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Captured and captivating moments 


By Peter Ball 

SELECTING the best sports 
photographs from a whole 

year i$ a task to be approached 
with high seriousness, and 
perhaps some trepidatioiL 
There can be few doubts, 
however, about the quality of 
the photographs which the 
International Olympic Com¬ 
mittee (IOC) jury finally came 
up with after two days of 
intense discussion in the Swiss 
resort of Verbier this summer. 

Deriding on the criteria for 
making a decision was itself a 
considerable task. In the end, 
news values proved decisive, 
and die choice of the rejoicing 
West Germans as the winning 
picture reflected the position 
of football's World Cup as the 

year's greatest sporting extra v- 


SMON BRUTY/ALUSPORT 


The difficulty of obtaining 
the photograph also played its 

part, photographers having 
only moments to get their 
pictures before the stadium 
lights went out. To find a 
position in the jostling throng 
and take such a picture winch 
captured the mood of the 
moment so supremely was a 
tribute to both Simon Bnty’s 
skill and r es our c efu lness. 

The peak of action, the 
dramatic moment, was also an 
important consideration for 
the jury, and Pascal Ron¬ 
deau’s shot of the moment 
Gugelmin hit Berger's Ferrari 
on the first corner of the 
French grand prix can have 
few equals of shots of the 
moment of impact. Happily, 
there were no injuries to 
undennine appreciation of the 
picture. 

But as well as reportage, 
there were other criteria — 
mood, composition, imag ina- 
tion—and the jmy returned to 
the World Cup for the bronze 
medal, Gerard Vandystadfs 
study of the Argentinian goal¬ 
keeper, Pumpido, in the open¬ 
ing match winning widespread 
admiration for its compo¬ 
sition. Taken from up in the 
stand, it is patently an artistic 
picture, using light and nhade 
as tods. 

Yet if those three pictures 
won the prizes in the colour 
section, there were half a 
dozen others of supreme qual¬ 
ity. Describing photographs 
winch are not visible is a P 
angularly useless activity, but ® 
an underwater shot of a diver ri 
at the moment of impact, a ® 
shot of athletes reflected in a a 
puddle, of a Tour de France t 
rider having a break in a fidd, c 
and of the Argentinian foot- £ 
ball team, bare-chested to a 
man, yeffing in triumph at the a 
end of a penalty shoot-out, i 
rival the three winners. c 

This year the black and b 
white photographs generally / 
made less impact, which is to s 
take nothing away from a hi 



The moment of victory: West Germany's footballers celebrate their triumph in the World Cap, the year’s supreme achievement Seconds later, the stadium lights 


water distorting them and the ms—urn—.. mm ...- _pascal rondeau/allsport 

caps hiding their heads , the 
subject of the bronze medal, 
by contrast, is almost all too 
human. 


Like the winning colour 
shot, Ferenc Nemeth’s shot 
captures a triumphant winner, 
one of the essences of sport 
and sports photography. But 
the face of the antocross rider, 
with just his white teeth 
shining through a mud- 
covered fitce, is of sheer, 
unalloyed Measure rather than 
triumph. It is, simply, a nice 
. photo, one which makes you 
aphs. Again, the dra- smile back at it and one which 
noment proved de- reminds us that if sport does 
[selecting the ■winner, anything, it should be to give 
d Kunz s ptctnre frona pleasure to both participants 
" ~ ~ and spectators. 


Q&P 


photographs. A gain the dra¬ 
matic moment proved de¬ 
risive in selecting the winner, 
Bernhard Kimz’s picture from 
a West German eyrie race of 
two cyclists travelling at speed 
on their backs. Asynchronised 
fall indeed. 

The silver medal was an 
artistic study, with the jurors 
impressed by the composition 
of the swimmers about to 
break surface in David 
Ashdown’s shot But if the 
swimmers are almost de¬ 
humanised in the shot, the 




• The winning photographs 
aad a selection of many others 
in die competition can be 
found in The IOC Best q 
Sport Photographic Book, Vol 
tone Two, marketed by 
IMS/Studio 6, I-gireanr^ 
Switzerland, and available at 
Sportspages, Charing Cross 
Road, London WC2 (£20). 



hockey 

A northern 
welcome 
waiting for 


By Sydney Frekin 
AFTER spending several sea¬ 
sons in the south of England. 
Marty* Crimtey retunisKj 

Cheshire for the traditional. 
Boring Day match against Lan¬ 
cashire at LiverpoolSeftonClub 
today. Grim ley, the Great • 
Britain and England forward, is 
one of ten Nesion payers 
chosen by Cheshire. w*>o have 
also included Barker and Stan¬ 
hope from Warrington. . - 

Whereas Neston have banked 
primarily on experience* Lan¬ 
cashire have assembled a team . 

of comparatively young pray^-s* 

foremost among them Ben and 
Shipton from Form by. Among 
the more seasoned playei* is. 
Andy Ferns, of Hounslow. ■ 

The event, according to the 
format of recent years, is payed 
at three levels, veterans, juniors. - 
and seniors. Cheshire wo n th e 
trophy last year on their overall 
tally of points. They were cm 
ried to success by their cpder-21 
side, which won comfortably, 
the senior match having been - 
drawn 3-3. _ ; 

For many years, the annual . 
match between these sides has 
drawn large crowds, attracted as " 
much by the stimulus of com- . 
petition as by the conviviality 
identified with it. 

Not to be outdone, the south¬ 
ern region of England hasits 
own festive occasion at Chcam, 
where the President's XI is 
opposed in the best of spirits by • 
the clab first XI. The game will - 
be played on the Old Walcouni- 
ians artificial turf pitch at. 
Carshalton Road, Wood-, 
mansteme ( 11 am). 

In the past decade the Freri- - 
dent’s XI have won hand¬ 
somely, but this year Tony ; 
Bennett's selection has been 
somewhat restricted, many of. 
the stars having declined his 
invitation 

There is another reason why 
he has reservations about his- 
team's chances, rhwm are in a. 
more exalted position in the - 
Pizza Express London League 
than that to which they are • 
accustomed at this time or year. 
However, with Molloy of Sur¬ 
biton and Merchant of Rich¬ 
mond tn the side, Bennett has 
hope that the President's men 
will continue their run of suc¬ 
cesses. The dub captain, Mur¬ 
ray Lees, probably has bis own 
ideas. 

wt aw pe w rsxfc j 


Maximum impact: Gngehnfn’s Mareb hits Berger’s Farad ou tire first corner of the French grand prix 

SEHNHARD KUNZ/FOTOAOENTHIR HAHTUNG 


CYCLING 


Top prize 
awarded 



Australia v England 
Report on the second test 
at Melbourne 

Call 0898 334 252 


&a» cost 33p per Ode cheap rate 
^ per min other does me VAT 
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Braced to confront 

the many perils 
of the boat-buster 


Sydney 

IT HAS a reputation second 
only to the Whitbread 

Round the Worid Race, a 
63g-nufe boat-buster. In 
1977, 58 of the 129 starters 
threw in the towel; in 1984 
the conditions led two- 
thirds of the fleet to retire 
hurt A year later, I experi¬ 
enced just how tough it was 
aboard the British Southern 
Cross team yacht. Panda. 

w e had begun wdl 
enough, and led the fleet on 
corrected, time after building 
up a 15-mile lead over onr 
rival one-tonners in the 
strong, reaching conditions 
experienced during the first 
24 hours. But then the 
“Southerly Buster” blew in 
from nowhere, and raging 
against a three to four-knot 
adverse current the 
Strait was transformed into 
a boiling cauldron. Before 
we knew it the boat was 
breaking up, and crashing 
off one standing wave, the 
bows suddenly split in half. 

In 1988, Windward Pas¬ 
sage II, a state-of-the-art 
maxi not dissimilar to 
Rothmans, suffered a split 
right across her deck while 


not been turned round 
imm ed i a te ly, the crew be¬ 
lieves the boat would have 
broken in half We experi¬ 
enced something similar to 
this during the closing stages 
of the first legoflast winter's 
Whitbread, when a split 
opened up across one side of 
Rothmans's deck, so we 
now hope to know how hard 


Lawrie - 

Smith ; 

The skipper of Rothmans 
on the Sydney to Hobart 
race which started earlier 
today 

we can push our boat. But 
there are plenty of others 
who will not. 

One of them, perhaps, is 
die man who rammed 
Rothmans on Sunday as 
sat in her marina berth. 
Even the strongest Austra¬ 
lian vocal broadside 
to alert him to the danger as 
his yacht made a right turn 
in one direction, and his 
head went in the other. Too 
late, he tried to select re¬ 
verse gear, muffed it, and his 
boat T-boned us, hear bows 
punching a one-foot square 
hole through Rothmans’s 
two-inch thick carbon and 
Kevlar stiffened topsides. 

His careless action left our 
hoarse shore crew less than 
enamoured. They had to 
spend the whole of Christ¬ 
mas repairing the damage in 
time for the start 

We are here to try and win 
the double—line honours in 
record time; and the Asia- 
Pacific championship—and 
our performance to date has 
made us favourite with the 
bookies. Three line wins 
coupled with a ninth, fifth, 
and first on corrected time 
in the first three races of the 
cham pionship have given us 
great confidence, and a win 


in the Sydney to Hobart 
race, the last in this series, 
could put us top of that, too. 

Our principal com¬ 
petition is Bob BetTs former 
British maxi. Condor, Syd 
Fischer’s evergreen Austra¬ 
lian entry. Ragamuffin, and 
Brindabella, a 65ft ultra¬ 
light design that could skate 
past us if strong downwind 
conditions prevail all the 
way to Hobart. 

Those were the winds that 
helped Jim Kilroy’s 79ft 
veteran American maxi, 
Kialoa HI, set a time of two 
days 14hr 33min, a record 
that has stood for the past 15 
years. It is high time it was 
broken, and conditions will¬ 
ing, we have the boat and 
crew to do it Ten of our 
number served with me in 
the Whitbread race, another 
six work as our delivery 
crew, and three more hail 
back to my days with 
Australia's America’s Cup 
defender, Kookaburra. 

The big question is what 
will the weather gods throw 
at us. Predictions suggest a 
good northeaster blowing up 
to 25 knots to speed us on 
our way for the first 24 
hours, before the “Southerly 
Blister” strikes as we cross 
the notorious Bass Strait If 
we can reach Tasmania by 
midday on Friday, 
Ro thmans may carry the sea 
breeze all the way up the 
Derwent River. But if we 
arrive off Hobart at mid¬ 
night* then our hopes of the 
record are likely to drift 
away with the wind. 
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Lofty ambitions: Tom Warren checks the rigging on Rothmans at her Sydney berth 


Jean tot leads Christmas charge on Sydney 


From Bob Ross 

IN SYDNEY 

SEVEN yachts in a Christmas 
rush finished the 7,000-nautica!- 
mile, Cape Town to Sydney 
second leg of the BOC Challenge 
round the worid race within 24 
hours. 

Bunched when they ran into a 
slow-moving high-pressure sys¬ 
tem to the south of Australia last 
week, they had almost regatta- 
style raring to the finish. Fbur or 
five of the boats were at times 
within sight of each other in the 
Bass Strait between Tasmania 
and the wwinbtnd and in one 


incident crossed paths dan¬ 
gerously dose. 

Winner of the previous two 
BOC challenges, PhiKppe Jean- 
tot, of France, sailing Credit 
Agricole IV, led the charge 
fi-rtinhmfl at 1432hrs local times 
on Christmas Eve. He was 
fourth finisher of the 21 starters 
from Cape Town, more than 
two days 12 hoars behind Alain 
GautievofErance. Jeantot was- 
disappointed by the lack of 
strong winds this rime in the 
Southern Ocean, in whose 
strong winds his new yacht was 
boilt to sustain high speeds. 

David Adams, of Australia, 


sailing Innkeeper, finished 45 
minutes behind Jean tot, also 
disappointed at the lack of good 
breeze in the Southern Ocean — 
as was the American, Mike 
Plant, who in DnraceQ finished 
at 0136hrs on Christmas Day, 
although he blew ont three of his 
four spinnakers. 

Plant, who won class H of the 
1986-87 BOC, said; M We bad a 
helluva nm in -Ban Strait,' 50 
knots from behind and towards 
the end of the day, the seas were 
pretty ext rem e: very fist, dose 
together and very steep. 

Kanga Birries, of Au st ralia, 
sailing Jarkan, who finished 55 


minutes behind Plant, said: 
“The worst weather we had was 
in our own backyard. I went 
through the oil rigs [there are 26 
of than in Bass Strait] like a 
slalom course.** 

The first class n (50ft and 
under overall length) finisher 
was the radical Servant IV 
(Yves Dupasquier, France), 
within four hours of Grinaker, 
Bertie- - Reed’s- 60-footer, and~ 
without obvious problems. 

Next to finish is expected to 
be the F renc h woman, Isabelle 
Antissier, who broke the main 
mast on her class I yawl 
Ecureuil-Poitou-Chnrenle 60 


miles off the northeast coast of 
Tasmania last Sunday nwH is 
proceeding slowly but steadily 
to Sydney under jury rig, Next 
class II finisher should be Josh 
Han, of Britain, expected on 
Friday. 

One dripper fined with 
Ch ri stmas cheer yesterday was 
Robin Davie, of Britain, who 
has high hopes of retaking the 
lead in the Corinthian class. 
Paul Thackabeny, his American 
rival sailing Volcano, who bad 
gained a 100-mile lead over 
Davie a week ago, has lallen fool 
of a succession of low-pressure 
systems that have forced him off 


What happened 
to the season’s 
sporting cheers? 


FINISHERS! 1, AHed Bank (J Martin. SAL 
2S (toys Bnr47mln 23soc; 2. Groupe seotH 
(C Aught. Fr). 27:0045:02; 3 . Generali 
Concorde (A Gautier, Ft% 27005&14:4. 
CroditAgricola (P Jaantot. Fr), 

29:1ft1ftsi Bl ftmSu ni«PMn^^{; 
3O023&33; 7, Jarkan Yacht Bttidera 


Cirmtrtsmw limn (stages 1 and 2 — 
prort ai on a q: t, AIM Bank. 64 days 2fr 
SSrrtn 7sac; 2, Groups Scete. 64:18:45:31: 
3. QanaM Concorde. 8507:37:53; 4, 
Crack Agricoia, 67:12:44*3; 5. Duracatt, 
69^14:18:13; 8. Jailcan, 69T1BJ&35; 7, 
kmksapar, 73. ^3 -4ft49: 8. Grinaker, 
74:14:84:12; B. BBV Expo '92. 
7430033 9 . CUraa It 1, Servant IV (Y 
Dupa8qUer.Frl.30n 232^ 3. Cuaalaftm: 
Servant IV, 7&ttfc462a 


By Peter Barnard 
D ear Santa Claus, 

I wanted to get my thank yon 
letter off straight away in 
order to set the right exam¬ 
ple. although there is not 
much chance of any of my 
lot writing to you before they 
send in their next set of 
unreasonable demands. The 
toddler has been known to 
write a letter, I think the last 
one was a letter H> but her 
letters are difficult to post 
because they are usually 
written on the carpet. The 
other two are older and don't 
believe in you; I am begin¬ 
ning to see why. 

Z must say you have 
turned out to be quite a 
disappointment this year. 
How did you forget to 
deliver any television sets 
with sport on them? I can see 
bow there would not be a lot 
of interest in sport where you 
come from, given Lapland's 
dismal performance in 
everything except the Hole 
in Ice Fishing Contest, spon¬ 
sored by Fox's Glacier Mints 
and shown, no doubt, on 
Channel 4, but I would have 
thought a man with your 
global perspective would 
have realised that there is 
little to do once the shops 
close on Christmas Eve ex¬ 
cept watch television. 

Granted Channel 4 came 
up with its usual quota of 
American football on Sun¬ 
day but I foil to see how you 
could claim the credit for 
that, given that you have 
hardly taken off on your 
rounds at that stage. No, I 
think that fonhe purposes of 
judging your sporting con¬ 
tribution, we must start on 
Christinas morning and fin¬ 
ish on Boxing night. Un¬ 
fortunately, Boxing night has 
not arrived yet but I see 
there is not even a Grand¬ 
stand on BBC1 this after¬ 
noon so I shall not be 
sleeping in front of that, 
although 1 hope to open an 
eye for the Test match 
highlights. 

What you need to do next 
year is deliver the gift of 
insight to the planners at 
BBC and ITV. You would 
think that ITV would have 
the brains to put The Match 
out on Boxing Day after¬ 
noon with Grandstand on 
BBC 1. That way, people like 
me could sit around saying, 
oh dear, look at this, no sport 
for blooming ages then you 
get Grandstand and The 
Match up against each other 


SPORT ON 
TELEVISION 

The Week 

in Review 


on the two main channels. 

ITV has missed a golden 
opportunity hens The Match 
on Boxing Day would surely 
draw more people than, hang 
on, let's see. Lama Dome. 
Who she? Of course, ITV put 
out the Aston Villa v Arsenal 
game on Sunday. I managed 
to watch that. My family 
wanted me to go shopping 
but I said that I did not agr ee 
with all these shops opening 
on Sunday so we split the 
domestic duties between us: 
the family went shopping 
and I stayed at home to 
make sure the television did 
not blow up under one of 
those power surges we get at 
Christmas. 

Christinas Eve looked a 
bit more promising; in fid, 
at first glance 1 thought you 
had dropped all the sport 
down Channel 4’s chimney, 
and that was just in the Late 
morning. First there was 
three-day eventing from 
Blenheim. I switched that on 
and then I thought, hang on, 
this is like one of those 
Christmas cards you write in 
pencil and then get back the 
following year. It was a 
repeal All right, it was a 
compilation. Not to worry 
though, there was only half 
an hour to wait between that 
and Nigel Kennedy Plays 
The Four Seasons, which I 
took to be some sort of pro- 
celebrity football match. 
Turned it on, there was a 
chap with vertical hair and 
spots playing a violin. What 
a swindle. 

Christmas Day was a com¬ 
plete sports washom. There 
was Nigel Kennedy P/ays 
Bruch but I wasn't filling for 
that two days in a row, so I 
must say I went to bed last 
night feeling like a man who 
has been given ten pain of 
socks. 

(Mi wdl, I expect all this 
will change when Fife allows 
Lapland to stage the World 
Cup on ice, occupying the 
whole of December, with the 
goalposts half a mile apart 
and red cards for picking up 
bits of the pitch and putting 
them in drinks. Until that 
day dawns I see no point in 
ns communicating further. 
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65 08 ISA 


3SB5W 

J iSSr* 
s sr™ 

liSSET 


him am were u 

ii zbESS 

life’ 

Jl^ 

I® 


IB _ 

ffi 

11.7 2ZJ 

130 4H 

9.1 

79 _ 

134 _ 

64 

43 217 

m _ 

49 

14 40J 

SB _ 

60 

61 179 

339 _ 

WO 

17 Z3J 

£ +a 


- 54 

33 «. 

Za 

_ _ 

re _ 

49 

8.1 188 

irr _ 

117 

69 MB 

an m2 

83 

29 479 

2M»_ 

129 

6.1 203 

IBB _ 

134 

63 179 

i89 e_ 

49 

29 B39 

222 42 

129 

6.7 113 

wa¬ 

03 

06 KL3 

re - 


64 _ 

tea- 

1076 119 11J 

1* _ 

12 

1.7 B09 

V* -1 

Q 

12 

09 - 

3* mm 

H _ 

29fe 

57 330 

91 _ 
BS — 

39 

39 219 


r 

I I 

— 

— 

— — 

188 Z 

63b 

49 289 

144 -1 

64 

33 SS.1 

96na- 

MSS, 

Si! 269 

50 - 
72 a+1 

19 

82 49 

43 

69 20 * 

125 _ 

43 

33 319 

BSD _ 

449 

49 339 

61 _ 

39b 

84 209 

re _ 

09 

12 _ 

2«t - 

60s 209 6.1 

27D _ 

169 

89 »9 

63a- 

63 

67 114 

87 -H 

99 

93 22J 

65 _ 

32<«a- 

OJ 

19 

SS»3 

64 - 

21 

83 79 

ns - 

69 

43 260 

22* _ 

KT 

64 167 

62 +2 


70 180 

SB _ 
395 _ 
£05 41 

44 

61 

49 300 

64 _ 

289 

479 39 

148 _ 

51 

30 310 

Pa¬ 

641 

61 144 

ws -2 

29 

23 209 

510*- 

WJ 

32 492 

134 _ 

17 

42 241 


COCOA 

Dac — 633423 
Mar — 677-676 

May_714-713 

Jut-740-738 

Sep_788-7S7 

Dee_798-797 

Mar — 826-822 
Vofc 3648 


LONDON FOX 
COFFEE 

Jan_604-601 

Mar — 584-583 

May_691-590 

Jui-604-602 

Sep_618-617 

Nov_635-630 

Jan 648-644 
Vot 1945 


SUOARtfOB) 
CCzenwow 
Mar - 2150-16.6 
May . 21ft0-ia2 
Auq - 222.0-21.6 
Oa_ 221.6-21.4 
Dec _ 222JM0.0 
Mar . 222.8-20-0 
Vofc 719 


LC0B3ON GRAIN FUTURES 
WHEAT BARLEY W-PRO SOYA 

Ctoeep/Q Ctoaa(E/i} CkweWn 

Jan_11940 Jan_11400 Feb _ 11 £3-17.0 

Mar _ 122.90 Mar ___ 118.70 Apr ™ 1210-1BJS 

May _129-35 May_12000 Jun . 1220^1.0 

Jun ___ 128.00 Sep_106-30 Aug _ 1205-210 

Sop_108.75 Nav_109-30 Oct -urn 

LONDON POTATO FUTURES Volume; 32 

Feb (S/same)- OpetcBB.B Ctoee: 86-5 

*p»- 13301 1334 

Ma y .—. 1523 _152* 

MEAT A LIVESTOCK COMMISSION LONDON NEAT 
Average ratataefc prices at FUTURES 

ra p tn a enla itira nw rfcata an Una Pig (/kg) I 

_7m 8 ns ™3t SS. 11 " S3 

<+/-)_-407 *-306 -0.79 I 

Eng/wales: _ 7644 14408 11004 1 

— -“2 -m f5£ 9i2j 


Prices In Brta eeefinn rehrt* to Friday’s dose. 


craiPE oils (A ssessed ! 
ff/banWFOB) 

Brant Physical-- 26.75 -000 

Brent 15 day Man)- 26.70 -045 

Brent 15 day (Feb)- 2500 -020 

W Texas Interned (Feb)- 2 5 05 -Q4S 

W Texas Unarmed (Ma^ __ 25.15 -040 

PRODUCTS (Boy/ael S/MT) 

Spat C3F NW Eure (prompt daUnry) 


Iw) Pig Sheep Catrie 

_70.35 14003 10945 

-)_-207 *-306 -0.79 

votes: — 7644 14408 11004 

-)_-203 -1.91 -004 

;_-490 -570 -56.0 

ind:_7003 12842 106-59 

-}_-402 -700 -348 

_-520 -400 -60.1 

mnd dead carcase weight 


Spat OF NW Eraro (proropt di 
Premium Gas 10 — Bid: 257 (+2) 

Gasoil EEC —- 266 (+2) 

Non ih (Jan)- 270 

SR3Hff!= "W 

Naphtha ———_ 283 (-3) 

B*E FUTURES 
GASOIL 

Jan-257.00 BID May_ 

Fab_ 243.75-4300 Jun_ 

Mar_ 23000 SLR Jul_ 

Apr--21600-1400 

BRENT 

Jan_2605-2605 Feb_ 

Mar_ 24.90-2500 


Offer 260 +2) 
272 +1) 


- 20600 BID 

- 20400 BID 
205000100 

Vot 7968 

- 2500-2600 

Vot n/a 


Open: unq 

Cbw 950 

Volume: 15 


EHFFEX 

CM Freight Pntam Dry Cwgn (S1Q/P0 
Jen 91 High; 1458 Low: 1480 Cioaa: 1455 

Fob 91 unq unq 1430 

Apr 91 1340 1310 1335 

JUI91 1070 1070 loro 

Vbfcfil tote Open Interest: 4153 

Oy cargo Index 1449 +4 


(OflteH) (Vetm prev day) 

SSSSSM® 

Zinc Spec H i Gda (S/toono) — 

Tin (S/ionne) ■ —— — 

jUubMuh n Ode (S/tonna) — 
Mduritfflamai): __ 


LONDON METAL EXCHANCK RlldaH WotfT FOX MGlIt MDEX 

Cash: 13060-13070 3mtk 13220-13230 Vot 433260 (Spa* prices) 


. . ,41 .. '?*. ■ I.. L-t-ri . ii L1.,M I JH<. uah'v 


31700-31700 

33100-33200 

63025 



12580-12590 

12SO0-12S2.O 

144500 

Jan 

unq 

<5002X90 

58508680 

11870 

Fab 

1521.0-15220 

15550-15560 

426375 

Mar 

1S&2 1602 

84500-85000 

8505.0-65100 

77040 


va.30 


j r.f 

■ ■' r,.:.. 

•? ' 
v i?f 



.—-«r-‘i-— 


l 


































26 BUSINESS AND FINANCE 


■ic * * * * ic 


TIMES WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 26 1990 


STOCK EXCHANGE PRICES 


PLATINUM 


Prom your Portfolio Platinum card 

eight share price movements oo this 


Lack of support 


MiitfoUfj 


platinum 


ACCOUNT DAYS; Dealings began December 10. Dealings end Dwember 28. ^Contango day December 31, Settlement day January.7. 
^^^Ravwdbaigai^are permitted on two jwywus business days. ; 


©TaBNmJWBU* 4 

DAILY DIVIDEND 

£2,000 

Oairas required for +24 points 


dainujig. Game rules appear on the bad 

of your card. 




Claimants should ring 0254 - 53272 _ 


wo __ 

nos lm Cmm 


Pm Oats TO 


No. fnnaij 


IMttFfa 

l EPS 

!EMdM 


256 „ 07 43 129 


Ricardo lull 


Severn Tratf 


i NH & SWW 
!i3mibm 

iiSUi 

'WMH 


I Rn Bra* 

IMBkSMM 


T&SStots 


Draoery.Sores 


Foods 


iSamcanM 

iS.1 

IMAn GG 

I Do fk'K 

> Wk tags 


HD IB - 

21 25 - 

312 31T +3 
75 »•- 

322 236#— 
31 33 _ 

385 Sit- 
in 1Z7 _ 

03 297 ft 

47 50 _ 

m to -4 
as 2»«- 
20 SB -3 
HR 410 -2 
ZB 31 *1 
157 1*#- 
833 720 +5 
255 200 *Z 

S UB -1 
575 -1 
332 337 _ 
in in - 
am _ 

136 139 _ 
2SS 30 *S 


173 95 5J 
03a 12 _ 
243 as H.1 
IP 24 - 

ttfl 17 73 


21.1 U 117 
137 110 10J 
ZTJ 73 72 
117 u _ 

34 19 102 

»fl T2B _ 


m tu 

2S.7 73 09 

ar 24 ns 

222 3.? M 

^i 'la 203 

440 7.7 303 

JJJJ to 58 

13 M - 


ESI 


EDI 


Thames Water 


ESI 


ESI 


Bank Of Scotland 


410 

mafti 

284 

49 

10a 

iB*a- 

432 

4.1 

MJ 

MS - 

79 

49 

TK 

ra - 

109 

99 

123 

iaoa_ 

52 

42 

352 

962 - 

mo 

69 

137 

145 _ 

7.1 

10 

57 

50 - 

_ 


■as 

570 ft 

27 2 

4.1 

318 

323 -2 

133 

41 

400 

407 +10 US 

84 

783 

770 ft 

21J 

26 

*80 

no - 

447 

60 

zsa 

257#— 

14 

25 

IS 

430# — 
MS*_ 

153 

99 

29 

29 

240 

2*0#- 

19 

34 

610 

(2S#_ 

_ 

_ 

s 

aeo ft 
207 - 

119 

11.7 

11 

57 

445 

Ms-2 

04 

49 

13 

14#_ 

20.4 

19 

417 

425 - 

R4 

29 

400 

420 ft 

189 

39 


ESI 


BUILDING, ROADS 


172 180 — 
13 17 - 
334 amm-a 

tt2 KB *2 
171 U2 - 
8 * JB -a 
B tfl _ 
442 44GO-3 
04 m - 
19 _ 
wo no - 


33 :s 

«6 175 _ 
it 534- 


257 79 77 

u u u 

79k 39 112 
1U 57 ns 
DJi U U 
ui u no 
09 WJ llo 

J9 327 
U 79 49 


tS MS 
0 .» 
171 T75 

a s 

St B7 
S2 570 

» JB 


220 220 
n» urn* 
so m 


» n _ 
H 8 . 
30 34 _ 

07 205 — 
49 ««- 

1ST Ml _ 
13 15 - 

tt 11 - 
Si 95 _ 
11 13 - 

174 17B >1 
479 405 — 


MO 59 14 
57 14 HU 

29 99 M 
U 11M 
ai is ii9 

49 11 45 

7Jt 37.1 25 
<7 147 17 
too 60 79 
S3 119 49 
as 43 117 


in in - 
20 m - 
121 130 - 


_ - 21 
129 220 10 

129 70 87 

8.7 18 129 

12 OB 279 
107 23 79 


Tfis m — 
227 242 - 
1*4 152 - 
133 1«l_ 


00 M - 
IS3 78 32S 

19 25 119 

as uni 
49 17 199 

119 5.1 112 

82 95 13 

49 29 U0 


a* 4 h« 
to 90 
413 42(1 


oa n ft 79 u ii 


73 n - 47 
ffl 550- 23 
51 54 _ 

22 34 _ -• 


HB 187 
02 127 

tu ns* 

400 430* 
TOO 170 
ZB TOa 
a 35 
2 a 3X* 
wa ra 
1M lit 
08 K20 
323 327 • 
37 42 

•a itM 

31 84 

ISN . 


70 80 - _ 

a 4i - 13 

n « - 

240 248 - 59 

133 MO _ 79 

82 00 -2 57 

45 480- 45 

55 850- 575k 


7l 

u 

00 

82 

49 

9.1 

11.1 

40 

U 

0.1 

8 

472 

W 

BJ 

U 

49 

169 

u 

11 

127 

U 

U.1 

w 

U 

52 

Z 

19 

47 

89 

57- 

U 

S7 

141 

82 

Id 

79 

79 

27 

S9 

79 

12 

10 

62 

59 


29 

12 

11 

40 

84 

17 

T9 

64 

BJ 

79 

84 

59 

121 

129 

72 

47 

41 

IM 

82 

84 

111 

18 

73 

49 

113 

49 

82 

82 

182 

11 

47 

14 

129 


182 


79 

27 

24 

11 1 

89 

12 


54 

£ 

MO 

59 

s 

12 

89 

aa 

49 

M3 

119 

49 


■ 54 

348 172 
16 Ml 
23m 113 

a* ® 

KB 6 
385 ZB 
73 45 
in 135 
as i2i 
SO 233 
700 380 
41 2Bt* 



11/ 

u 

- 

M 

45 

as iuj 
95 02 

45 115 

11 

94 

52 

77 

15 

U 

79 139 
39 119 

2J US 

45 112 

20 119 

U 

84 


U 

24 

124 

S3 

59 

62 

54 

119 

a 2 

122 

54 

327 

IS 

89 

7.7 


21 

si 

12 

47 

89 

57 

14 


12 

74 

59 

189 

*89 


Dkttmg 
Mta* Seataah 
iso*-Son 
3Mm 
f tan - 
60*1 Ran# 

370 PTMttO 

£1 S^Tuors 

424 Sktf m 


IgXw* 

HO TMbb Europe 
311 IMBMr (B) 
111 WraMdB 


11 13 - - - 

ja M _ - - 

27 3Z ft 19 89 

B » - - 

80 63 +1 - - 

» M - - - 

375 380 - 

465 489 4ft 255 55 

'73 16 - - - 

323 325 * 127 39 

113 117 - - - 


OVERSEAS TRADERS 


! Look) M 


I DBA - 
So* (My 


305 3S - 179 54 44 

a am- 21 79 se 

S 57 r_ 6.7 122 M' 
O 88* *1 55 89 S3 

233 236*- 15.1 69 W.4, 

219 221 — 208 0.1 111. 

312 322 - 128 49 109 

307 317 _ 129 49 102 

70 75 - - _ -* 


paper* print, advertising 


MU ft* Matt,Mm 
30 SMtaBn 

W3 

278 194 
TO 548 ftna.ilL 


in 43 m.- 

440 SHUgS-faBM 
£ 

373 - ITT Hu [1 — 

44 a UX> Uki h* 


1ZH . ft- 

na _ 
n toe 4-1 

253 257 -1 
543 ew _ 
470 473 -4 
42 47 — 

483 4S7«-5 

ua ra*-*-! 

400 467•— 

182 185 — 
357 371 -I 
330 333 -1 


119 119 89 
129 47 145 


349 7.1 - 

159 83 - 
345 7.4 117 

109 11 119 

220 89 - 

227 89 - 

109 13 1&B 

«9 12 3*9 


IMW 

i 04% 

i Dsnv (ftnaft 


EBI 


103 119 14 
R7 79 102 


-irrri^ 


mi 


■JLCZ J 


Please take into account any 
minus signs 


Weekly Dividend 


Please make a note of your daily totals 


Saturday s newspaper 


Three readers shared the £2,000 Portfolio 
PUtixi am prize an Christmas Eve. Mis 
Lucy Beu-Levi, of Hendon, north-west 
London, Mr Barry Toms, of LUlington Spa 
in Worcestershire, and Mrs Anne Irons, of 
Tara in France, each receive £666.66. 


-BRITISH FUNDS 


SHORTS (Ur 


S0K 93H ExcJi 
(MX BM TIMS 

am ant Yum 

BOX USX IMS 
an an inss 
97% an ihMs 


87 87% TMas 

BBK 94% Trans 


00X S3M Tram 

obk 80% Tram 


101% B2 Ewti 
101% 03X Tree* 
IBMIOIX Been 
02% 01% Rod 
M% bb% Tram 
00% 87 Wsm 
103% 03% Tram 
107% M Tram 
04 04% Tram 

84% 82% Tram 
98% 84 Tram 
108 84% Ettfi 

107% 84% Ext* 
110% 89% Him 


FIVE TO 

87 72% 1 


104% MM 
107% 84% 
83% 82% 


110% 85 I 
112%100% 
11S%102% ' 
01% 7BM ' 
90 87% 1 
00% ' 
108% I 


am) 

88% 

OOO 

98% 

ooo 

98% 

130 

■K 

n rai 

89% 

102 

97 

100 

88% 

ias 

99% 

129 

98% a .. 

109 

09% 

11.1 

99% a.. 

119 

91% -% 

32 

95% 

136 

98 

1Q2 

99% 

109 

100% .. 

12.1 

100$. a.. 

129 

102% .. 

13.1 

88% -% 

16 

84 -% 

87 

97% 

102 

102% a.. 

12.1 

105% -% 

129 

82% 

11 

03% -% 

9i9 

98% 

102 

103% -* 

129 

108 -% 

120 

108% -% 

1X2 

ts 

84 -K 

49 

98% a-% 

109 

ic2% a-% 

1T9 

100% -V. 

119 

*5 -% 

99 

95% -% 

103 

108% -% 

12.1 

110 a-% 

126 

115% -X 

111 

89% -% 

99 

97% -% 

106 

loan a-% 

120 

117% -% 

129 

80% -34 

89 

33k a-% 

,02 

104% -% 

114 

122 -% 

129 

83% a-% 

111 

95% -X 

105 

97% -% 

106 

ioe% -% 

114 

69% -X 

99 

in a-% 

113 

94% -% 

104 


225 235 - 57 

183 283 — ft? 
HO 108 — 39 

S 80 - 59 

178 M2 -8 19 

mm- sj 

89 94 - 07 

25 27 _ 19 

195 200 *2 09 

57 am- 49 

Iffl 120 +2 HL4 
%6 5C5-1 13 

fi ■ - 1J 

221 36 - 159 

m _ _k 

M 20 — 07 

BM 573*-2 407 

7 44* —M 

in*- 87 

2(0 4 IU 
40 — 27 

240 - 227 

JS - 11 


SS SgffST 

298 180 son* HUB* 


6 6 — 
ffi Id 4 
m 812 - 
387 400 -1 


153 IQBCHMMSdi 
14W too EraMn Ott 
U3 (00 UnlM BM 


01 M I I M il * BlC 
IS noitatoniBK 
154 tOONarmb 

01 nnsMfesn 

170 too S* wm* 

04 nOBBOMsn 
01 KBSsstamTOc 
770* we mow* bm 
rsTscieoo im 


148 Mi -3 W 1U <1 

W OT 2* m 141 S 

MO 142 -3 1SU T4.1 59 

T70 173 -4 213 124 5.1 

138 Ml -a »1 74.4 48 

H5 14 2 217 149 4J 

144 14B -0 209 142 SJ 

140 142 -4 »J WJ 5J 

IN 05 -1 21J HI 59 

145 747 -6 HU 139 49 

140 M2 -4 TU 07 50 

07 00 -2 209 139 49 

tun *m ■ 


FINANCE, LAND 


322 ZMMhhgsMb - » 

81 aW>Hm a 

06 48 4b IMqm 4M 

83 JD Mbmn tax « 

08 VS BMIerts 113 

201 QSBMsM amt US 

70 5 EtemXamoi «t 

31 21 CraSftl - » 


ti acnira . a 

585 228 toUjCllimil 233 

» 15 m ■ . ff 

iM-soWraaoi a 

83 zur - 8M 

28$ 233 UMsli 237. 

04 94 Ms Hass USB* 133 

ss . si 

S3 3 nmM Pie 3 

46 9 MM TK 0 

120 51 n wn r4 *ii He 48 

70 58 Sta 4 FlMd 37 

18 463 S*£mi 52 

n «i sjpchH m 

2m 08 TmpMoe am 177 


FINANCIAL TRUSTS 


so an «i 
280 270ft— 
60 85 — 

is a — 
ss n«- 


80 ra _ 
373 XMft.1 


12 TP -1 
170 200 _ 
I 12 - 

44 47 _ 

40 46 _ 


*45 852 -12 
20 20 -1 


lie in _ 

04 00 — 
29 Wr-1 
no ns 4 

M3 W ^ 

S iS = 

TS3M04M -2 


Hi 


II 5 

10 IBft- 

SS: 

» 20ft— 


J 47 4 

I : 
» - 


M3 

64 

104 

49 

69 

12 

u 

50 

205 

M3 

UI 

59 

83 

77 

09 

a* 

*7 

•3 

02 

24 

53 

34 

IUJ 

ua 

85 

75 

03 

49 

17 

114 

83 

55 

SB 

82 

79 

89 

24 

09 

45 

60 

I 

a« 

o3 

"• 

29 

82 

89 

49 

112 

42 

89 

mo 

87 

273 

13 

83 

29 

83 

ti 

M9 

aa 

09 

52 

43 

56 

209 

SI 

80 

as 

as 

U 

72 

72 

84 

55 

209 

H9 

79 

10 

SO 

09 

04 

u 

82 

421 

M7 

29 

M0 

89 

72 


148 

19 

11 

150 

11 

89 

49 

$ 

72 

92 

99 

11 

120 

89 

85 

33 

29 

749 

XU 

79 

75 

20 

44 

19 

47 

44 

n.i 

189 

63 

89 

27 

24 


09 

3.1 

89 

ii 

75 

80 

89 

1U 

32 

1Z7 

7.1 

69 

112 

85.. 

84 

13 

19 

21 


79 

U 

64 

3*3 

17 

U 

120 

50 

9.1 

40 

79 

10 

180 

60 

75 

40 

7.1 

17 

75 

07 

82 

12 

49 

77 

_K' 

49 

129 

37J 

82 

79 

359 

79 i 

RI 


I3H 885 Sue Ut 

JH lOITnSsM 


3*2 270 — 
240 245 +1 
3E 335 -2 
ti in - 

we k? - 


17 4.1 14.1 

GJ U . 

33.7 15 _ 

W (7 . 

160 68 Z18 

159 50 MS 

229 9.1 81 

171 59 - 

509 51 - 

29 2J KL2 

179k 09 IBS 

- — 89 


> draft (JM) 
lUMfttar 

r m a> 

. 


77 te -1 
170 173 43 

7 10 . 

11 12 _ 
00 133 - 

78 83 - 

118 128 4 
0 air- 
67 70 _ 

S3 85 - 

iso raoa+i 

40 44 4 

183 07 _ 

27 57 -I 

S a«_ 

83 -2 
a 63 - 
» n _ 

SO 56 _ 

478 roo +M 
173 00 -4 
8$ 75 _ 

8S 82 _ 
182 US _ 

31 33 - 

J? 3 z 

470 490«- 


99 111 131' 

109 59 69 

19 18J 1J. 


79 51 79 

59 89 7.0* 

01* 121 89 

73 1M li’ 
11 19 89 

3J 39 11.4, 
I B 45 SS 
187 09 79 

85 172 09' 
27 ttl $2* 
11.1 M2 29. 
U HI 43, 


U 17 A 24“ 
187 19 112 

179 B9 48' 
120 17.1 13- 
65 72 SI 

87 35 107. 


4.7 79 39 

HI 4.4 105 


Mg0MTs«s4|M 


7 k- 
B 81 4-0 

aa 20 _ 

137 -i«a_ 
30S 315 _ 

7 7* _ 
T7B 181 _ 


MJ 84 67. 
2IS 281 3- 
- - 09 

107 51 17 

105 78 109 

13J 44 my* 


PROPERTY 


10 77 AM Lon 
17] 90 Aestm 

120 5* MS 

KS MBWatsO 
10 9BftalfaHfc 


MS B tan* 6*1 
126 BBBnriM 
2Z7 go Mn 
425 218 Br Lari (a) - 
181 129 ftSSM 
46 a Baton! 

377 322 C*p 8 talftll 


as »a- 

M 95 _ 
TO 0 _ 
» » - 
45 55 - 

3*0 37G - 

m bo _ 

113 Itt*. 
K> 70 - 
273 279 4 
MO 08 -I 
ss a - 
330 3ffl _ 


47 51 

47 U 
23 12 

27 71 
27 54 

222 Efl 
49 47 

45 39 

12 49 


80 BttCkMKMt 
M S4 Olio* 

107 35 date !*)■*■ 


BH 6800** 
ZM 8 DM E 


MB 70 DitnSraj Tasm 
81 HD* Hum 
2B2 I3J Draco* 

70 845 DM Wdk* 

02 M EgoM Tnra 

360 275 EMM 59m 
0B nEnSBGK 
225 S3 &ms or LsKh 
TI 3HM0SI 
1® CMoOp 

480 2Z1 Fmango 
220 103 &MB 
306 HBPliM 

481 32* oacae 
67 47HRUM 
4% mil0M*S» 

54 0 MnOrs CouasyM 
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Business and Finance 


Half-time 

loss cut at - 

Stonehill By Martin Barrow 


Rush to sign up for USM 
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Merch ant Bank are due t, 
tBxxvc a late Christina 
Present. An imminent sale o 
the bank promises to allow it 
customers access to thei 
tunas. 

*TIk bank’s administrator 
lave confirmed that negotia 
Jons to sell the bank to 
Qitorova Group, the Turkish 
conglomerate, should be com¬ 
pleted early in the new year 
Almost all BCMB’s depos¬ 
itors, owed an estimated £100 
million, have had their ac¬ 
counts frozen since June, 
when the bank and British & 
Commonwealth its parent, 
went into administration. 
-'Stephen Adamson, one of 
the administrators from Ernst 
& Young, said on Monday: “It 
is hoped that discussions will 
le < completed very shortly 
which will then enable the 
potential purchaser to ensure 
that the necessary money lines 
ate in place. This win take 
some time.” final agreement 
should be reached next 
month. 

5 Cukurova is believed to be 
paying about £20 million, far 
less than the £40 million or 
more it offered earlier. Talks 
With' the Bank of England to 
obtain the necessary author¬ 
isation are under way. 
Cukurova is nego tiati ng 


BCMB’s clients have been 
paid, however, since the board 
has been able to trace only 
BCMB’s small number of 
direct depositors. 

Most of BCMB’s funds were 
deposited indirectly through 
five stockbroking firms. Only 
RJ Shrubb is said to have 
supplied enough information 
on its clients for the board to 
begin sending out claims 
forms. The board and the 
Bank of England have 
The Securities Association for 
help to put together a full list 
of BCMB's depositors. 

The delay in the sale of 

Dr’s m f. _m «« . . - 


British & C omm onwealth’s 
stockbrokers, into administra¬ 
tion this month. Shrubb’s 
clients had £38 million froz e n 
in BCMB, and the broker 
faced claims from a group of 
investors who thought their 
money was deposited at 
Courts. The completion of 
BCMB's disposal will allow 
the administrators to look for 
a buyer for Shrubb. The sale of 


other groups. The sale of 
Provincial Bank, the mortgage 
provider, has been delayed 
until the housing market 
recovers. 

Last October, Ernst & 
Young admitted in a report to 
creditors that it had raised less 
than £200 million in disposals, 
compared with the group's 
debts of up to £1.3 billion. 

Cukurova is one ofTurkey’s 
three largest conglomerates, 
with businesses in steel, 
construction, chemicals and 
textiles. It owns three banks m 
Turkey, Yapi Kredi, Pam- 
ukbank and Interbank, and 


ivicus in uenuany. 

• ISTANBUL: The market 
index at Istanbul’s stock ex¬ 
change hit an 11-month low 
on Monday, falling 8.9 per 
cent as nerves about the Gulf 
prompted heavy selling. In¬ 
vestors sold the 50-share in¬ 
dex (1986:100) down 296.15 
points to a 3,039.84 close after 
Friday’s 3,335.99, against a 
previous low of 2,974.84 on 
January 12. (Reuter) 


Shops sigh with relief 


t By RossTjeman 
industrial correspondent 

MANY of Britain’s retailers 
open their doors for the first 
day of the sales today in the 
knowledge that it was not such 
a bad Christmas after alL 
Squalls over Sunday trading 
aside, most retailers seem to 
have sailed through a rel¬ 
atively late Christmas shop¬ 
ping season with more mom¬ 
entum than expected. 

High interest rates and less 
readily available credit had 
only a limited effect on trade.. 

Stanley Kalms, the chair¬ 
man of Dixons, the electrical- 
goods retailer, said:‘There are 
no tear stains on our carpet” 
Saks of camcorders, comput¬ 
ers and electronic goods had 
held up well, h e said, while 
overall trading had been 
“reasonably good”. 

A spokesman for Asda, the 
supermarket group, said trad¬ 
ing in northern England and 
Scotland was stronger than 
that in southern England. 
There had also been a late rush 
to the food counters. 

He said: “Over the past five 
years there has been a trend 
for Christmas to come very. 



STONEHILL Holdings, 
furniture to property group, 
trimmed pre-tax losses to 
£650.000 (£904.000 loss) in 
the six months to end-Sepletu¬ 
ber. Turnover tumbled from 
£4.91 million to £606.000, 
reflecting closures. 

Operating profit was 
£175.000 (£269,000 loss). 
However, interest payments 
rose to £825,000 (£635,000). 
The loss per share was cut to 
3-25p (4.73p). Once again, 
there is no interim dividend. 
The preference dividend for 
the six months to end-Feb- 
ruary 1991 will not be paid 
because of a lack of distrib¬ 
utable reserves. 

Ciba-Geigy tonic 

Shares in Ciba-Geigy, the 
Swiss pharmaceuticals com¬ 
pany, rose from SwFr2,450 
(£996) to SwFr2,500 on news 
that American authorities 
have given permission to 
Biocine, a joint venture be¬ 
tween Ciba-Geigy and Chiron 
Corp*, to test an anti-Aids 
vaccine on humans. 

Foseco ‘accepts’ 

Foseco, 63.5 per cent of whose 
shareholders have accepted 
the bid from Burmah Castrol, 
has “with great reluctance” 
advised shareholders to accept 
Burmah’s offer. Foseco direc¬ 
tors will accept in respect of 
their own aViawg 

Petaling halted 

Petaling Tin, the Malaysian 
mining group, has been block¬ 
ed by a high court order from 
finaKring a planned share 
arrangement with Fandison 
Resources Management. 

Ericsson buy 

Ericsson, the Swedish elec¬ 
tronics and tftlprammnnira. 

tions equipment group, is 
buying Spectrum Communi¬ 
cations and Electronic Carp of 
America for $6.5 million. 


THIRD Market companies 
are m a| ring a last-minute 
to apply for a quotation on the 
Unlisted Securities Market be¬ 
fore December 31. 

The International Stock Ex¬ 
change is considering late 
applications from at least 12 
companies that wish to gradu¬ 
ate from the Third Market, 
which will be abolished at the 
end of the year. 

But about half of the 34 
companies still quoted on the 
Third Market are likely to 
revert to trading on a 
matched-bargain basis under 
the exchange's Rule 535 (2). 
Two are believed to be consid¬ 
ering approaches from other 
quoted companies. 

The Third Market is being 
phased out to comply with 
European Commission direct¬ 
ives intended to create uni¬ 
form listing requirements for 
quoted groups in member 
states. 

As part of the overhaul, the 
trading record for the USM is 
being cut from three years to 
two. This should enable start¬ 
up companies which floated 
on the Third Market to raise 
launch finance to switch to the 
USM if they wish. 

A total of 64 companies 
were quoted on the Third 
Market at the start of 1990. In 
early January they were joined 
by another five companies, 
mainly ventures established 
under the Business Expansion 
Scheme, which were waving 
to provide a market in their 
shares before the door was 
closed. 

Since then, the number has 
steadily been cut, with com¬ 
panies switching to the USM 
or merging with larger part¬ 
ners, although some have fall¬ 
en by the wayside. Shares in 
five companies are suspended. 
But a sizeable contingent ex¬ 
pects to make its debut on the 
USM in the new year. This 
should include Tomorrows 
Leisure, a hotelier and snook- 



USM: John Barnes of Harry Ramsden’s 


er club operator, Barbican 
Holdings, which has a theme 
park in Cornwall; and Hartley 
Baud, an electric motors and 
domestic appliances maker. 

Harry Ramsden's, the fish 
and chip shop operator where 
John BaniCS is Hhairman anri 

chief executive, is another 
likely candidate for promo¬ 
tion, to the delight of the 
Kuwait Food Company, its 


12.8 per cent shareholder. 
Wihon Group, probably best 
known for its stake in Cowan 
de Groot, the toy company, 
could also move up to the 
USM. Sleepy Kids, Oxford 
Virology, Chemex Interna¬ 
tional and Caldwell Invest¬ 
ments have the right record to 
suggest greater stock market 
ambitions. Hildare switched 
to the USM this month. A 


duster of exploration com¬ 
panies based in Dublin are 
likely to rake advantage of a 
decision by the Irish Stock 
Exchange to retain its Third 
Market to provide a market in 
their shares. A likely exception 
is Eglinton Exploration, an oil 
producer and gold min er, 
which has indicated its inten¬ 
tion to join the USM. 

Many companies had not 
made dear their intentions to 
the Stock Exchange before 
Christmas, and it can only be 
assumed that these will fall 
back on Rule 535 (2) or are 
considering alternatives, in¬ 
cluding a takeover. 

Question marks hang over 
the intentions of Analysis 
Holdings, the electronic pub¬ 
lishing group, and Semper- 
nova, which mates an edible 
coating designed to extend the 
shelf life of fresh fruit and 
vegetables. Edinburgh Hiber¬ 
nian, the football dub, which 
fought off a bid by Heart of 
Midlothian, may also lose its 
stock market listing. 

Many Third Market com¬ 
panies see no advantage in 
incumng the cost of applying 
for a USM quotation when 
there is almost no market in 
their shares at the moment. 
Most of the equity is held by 
directors or individual institu¬ 
tions that supported their 
flotation and trading in these 
shares is already difficult. 

The relatively high number 
of companies that will not 
mate the transition suggests 
that the Stock Exchange has 
been firm with those it deems 
unsuitable for the USM, tak¬ 
ing some of the heat out of 
accusations that the market 
would be devalued by the 
admission of Third Market 
groups. 

It will be interesting to see, 
however, whether the sudden 
increase in companies trading 
under Rule 535 (2) results in 
the re-creation of the un- 
lamented over-the-counter 
market, which the Third Mar¬ 
ket was intended to replace. 


Gibbens to retire 
as Sema chairman 

By Philip Panoalos 


STOCK MARKET 


No Sunday trading: Michael Pickard, head of Sears 


ding and cakes from super- keep the sabbath sacrosanct, 
markets, adding to retailers’ Ratnere, the jeweller, open- 

profits. Like many food retail- cd on three Sundays before 
.or umsuore » oun« ver,, Asda opened its doors Christmas. «cept in anas 
very, late, and we had pro- early, and carried on trading ^here councils had had its 
pared ourselves.” until 6 pm on Christmas Eve. 5 

' * - Many retailers opened on P^n^e.tr^e. Ratos raid 


pared ourselves.” 

He added that families were 
more inclined to buy prepared Sunday, provoking criticism 
foods such as Christinas pud- from lobbyists determined to 


Nelson sells to Swid 

From A Correspondent in los anqeles 


THE British-owned NHI 
(Nelson Holdings Internation¬ 
al) has agreed to sell Nelson 
Entertainment Group to Ste¬ 
phen Swid, the New York 
finan cier, for $30 million plus 
the assumption of $186 mil¬ 
lion in debt or other liabilities. 

'Until last year Nelson, 
which had an excellent box 
office return on "Bill and 
Ted's Excellent Adventure" 
and "When Harry Met Salty ”, 
appeared to be among a 
handful of successful indepen¬ 
dent studios. 

.This year,. however, the 
company started to suffer 
losses due to lower home 


it had achieved Sunday sales 
worth about a tenth of normal- 


weekly takings. 


BhS, part of Storehouse, 
opened more than 100 stores 
last Sunday. However, the 
company insisted that this was 
“a customer service" and that 


video rentals and a drop of it had no plans to continue 
income after selling certain Sunday opening throughout 


BARNEY Gibbens is to retire 

as chairman of Sana Group, 
the Anglo-French co m p u ter 
software and services com¬ 
pany, when the year cub next 
week. ... 

' The move is seen astte last 
step of the boardroom restruc¬ 
turing since the .company was 
created two years ago with the 
merger of Sema Metre and 
CAP Group,. 

In an agreed statement, Mr 
Gibbens, who has spent 28 
years with the group, said: “I 
am very proud of the achieve¬ 
ments of the staff of Sema 
Group over the past three 
decades.” 

He added: “During this 
period, an entirely new in¬ 
dustry has been established. 
With the creation of a truly 
European business now a 
reality, the time is right to 
retire.” 

Grearoe Ferrara, Serna’s 
UK marketing director, said 
that in Britain, which ac¬ 
counts for 37 per cent of the 
group’s business, “the effects 


of recession are deaf”, al¬ 
though Europe is fitting much 
better. 

, Mr Ferrero said France, 
Belgium and Spain are “slow¬ 
ing down slightly” although 
German . trading has been 
“bright” since unification. 

• Sema also announced the 
appointment of Antonio 
Barrera de Irimo as deputy 
chairman. Mr Barrera has 
been a member of-Sana s- 
board since 1988. He is a 
former Spanish minister of 
finance and is chairman of the 
Spanish National Telephone 
Company. 

About 20 per cent of the 
group’s shares are in British 
hands. Compagnie Financtere 
de Paribas, the investment 
banking group, has a 37 per 
cent state, while Cap Gemini 
Sogeti, the French software 
house, has built up a hostile 
27.8 per cent bedding. 

A new chairman has not yet 
been appointed, but it is 
understood that Mr Gibbens* 
successor will be British. 


Electricity loses power as 
small investors cash in 


Brent buys Process Ink 


By Our City Staff 


foreign distribution rights. 

Mr Swid is chief executive 
of SCS Communications, 
which he formed last year 
after being part of a partner- 


theyear. 


Michael Pickard, the chief 


executive of Sears, said yes¬ 
terday that the final week “was 
neither a triumph nor a 


lh S i n > !‘ d disaster. It was not a bad week, 

Thom EMI forS308 mflbot and were relatively sat 
Ndson has also co-produced isfied ^ J hack 

with Warner Brothers the d ^ 
recently released production 810 
of Hamlet. He added that the West End 

Mr Swid is continuing his of London was relatively quiet 
plan to buy small to medium on Saturday, but Selfridges, 
sized entertainment and me- the flagship store, did well, 
dia companies in order to “We are not Sunday traders, 
build SCS into a broad-based so we did not join in that 
communications company. caper,” Mr Pickard said. 


BRENT Chemicals Inter¬ 
national, the speciality chemi¬ 
cals group, is extending its 
packaging inks and coatings 
activities with the acquisition 
of Process Ink Holdings for 
£5.4 million. 

Process, which is based at St 
Helens, Merseyside, with a 
further manufacturing site at 
Atherstone, Warwickshire, 
supplies inks and coatings to 
the packaging industry and 
specialises in offset inks. 

Steve Cuthbert, Brent’s 
chief executive, said: “Process 
brings a new dimension to our 
packaging inks and coatings 
area. We now offer a complete 


IG bets on a political future 


By Martin Waller 

THE next election will be held in the first 
half of September and will S> v * 
Conservatives a majority of320 seats. 27 
more than Labour, but not enough to 
hand them outright control. . 

The Christmas season is traditionaJiy 
the time for such prognostiratitm but 
the above comes not from Old Moores 
Almanac or even from a weigbtypohuca 1 
pundit. It comes courtesy of IG Index, 
the specialist financial bookmaker, and 
represents the view of the gambling man 

^Bettingon the outcome of the election 
represents a fringe, albeit fun, business 
forabookie that prefers to concentrate 
on stock market indices, currencies and 

“SringtheelKtncity float, IG Index 
was the source of the “grey 
prices, which indicate, or «y tome 
commentators influence, the firej?eal 
ings of major issues. IG reckonsto have 
made a five-figure loss on ejectne^ “ 
the prices on the day ran Hfl ven 
the most optimistic 
offer dosed on December 5, the book 


maker indicated an average pre mi u m of 
32p, half the figure eventually achieved, 
although the view that the issue would be 
a success pushed the average to about 
146p as first dealings approached. 

Financial health warnings are plas¬ 
tered over IGPs literature. The warnings 
are wholly justified, for this is in no way 
a low-risk operation. 

IG is a member of Association of 
Futures Brokers and Dealers and its 
financial bets are legally enforceable, 
unlike other gambling agreements, cour¬ 
tesy of a special provision in the 
Financial Services Act. Gains are tax- 
free, but losses cannot be offset against 
tax. As an execution-only dealer, IG is 
strictly precluded from giving advice. 

The potential gains are huge, but the 
downside is equally enormous. A client 
m ighi typically limit a smaller bet to 
£ 1 , 000 , but an adverse market move¬ 
ment could wipe this out entirely. 

Clearly this is not a market for Aunt 
Agatha. The impression of the'typical 
customer is of a Capital City type who 
finds his day job on the currency or 
futures desk too staid and boring and 


wants to enliven his leisure hours. IG 
offsets part of its risk by hedging on the 
relevant market and makes much of its 
profit on the spread between the two 
quotes it gives potential customers. It 
makes most of its money in turbulent 
markets, which tend to tempt in gam¬ 
blers. Easiness hit a record on the 
Monday after Britain joined the Euro¬ 
pean exchange-rate mechanism. 

The curriculum vitae of Stuart 
Wheeler, IG’s founder, sets him a little 
apart from die average bookmaker. His 
background takes in Eton and the 
Guards, the law and merchant banking, 
from which he made his exit during the 
secondary banking crisis of the early 
Seventies. He said: “It’s high risk, there's 
no question about that, and we try to 
emphasise that in our literature. But the 
fact that we are a bookmaker doesn’t 
mate it any more risky than dealing 
through an options or commodities 
broker” 

In 1986, the company bought the 
financial betting division of Ladbroke 
Group, since when it has never looted 
back — only forwards. 


range of inks and coatings to 
the packaging market. ” 

Brent paid £3 million on 
completion, of which £50,000 
will be settled by the issue of 
shares and the remainder in 
cash. Brent will pay £1.15 mil¬ 
lion 18 months after comple¬ 
tion and £1.25 million, in cash 
or interest-bearing loan stock, 
30 months after completion. 

Process Ink made pre-tax 
profits of £500,000 in the year 
to end-February, on sales of 
£4.9 million. Shies for the six 
months to end-August 
amounted to £3.1 million, 
with pre-tax profits of 
£380,000. 

Swiss Bank 
in Chicago 
futures link 

SWISS Bank Corporation has 
won approval from the Fed¬ 
eral Reserve Board to form a 
strategic alliance with O'Con¬ 
nor Partners, one of America’s 
largest futures and options 
firms. The link-up will allow 
Swiss Bank to sell currency 
and interest rale options 
worldwide. 

Swiss Bank is investing 
more than $100 million for an 
80 per cent state in SBC/OC 
P ar t n ers, the new joint ven¬ 
ture, which will provide tech¬ 
nical services. 

O’Connor, of Chicago, will 
continue to run its American 
equities business, while Swiss 
Bank will take over its foreign 
exchange and European and 
Japanese business. 

O’Connor required a part¬ 
ner to provide capital backing. 
Swiss Bank’s AAA credit rat¬ 
ing made it an ideal partner. 


FRANK and his friends were 
out in force on Christmas Eve, 
..cashing in their profits from 
electricity. 

Substantial numbers of pri¬ 
vate investors were unloading 
parcels of 100 shares in the 12 
electricity companies after fi¬ 
nally receiving their share 
certificates. Dining the short¬ 
ened trading session a total of 
104.2 million shares were 
traded. The electricity sector 
accounted for 40.6 million. 

Market-maters, knowing 
that private investors had 
started receiving their alloca¬ 
tions, marked prices lower at 
the outset, forcing them to ac¬ 
cept a smaller profit on their 
investmenL Falls were seen in 
most places, although there 
was one area of resistance 
helped by continued talk of 
stakebuilding. Sooth Wales, 
where Welsh Water has al¬ 
ready taken a near 10 per cent 
stake, held steady at 164p. 

Eastern lost 3 top to 135Vip, 
East Midland 3p to 147p, 
London 3p to 141pt, Manweb 
4p to 172p, Midland 3p to 
140p, Northern 3p to 146p, 
Norweb 2p to 146p, Seeboard 
4p to 141p, Southern 4top to 
140top, South West 5p to 
Z46p, and Yorkshire 2p to 
158p. The electricity package 
dipped below £1,500 in early 


trading, touching £1,455 be¬ 
fore dosing £40 lighter at 
£1,460. Brokers said-every 
time market-maters allowed 
the price to drift too far, they 
were met by bargain hunters. 

The rest of the equity 
market had a subdued session. 
Share prices lost ground on 
lack of support but dosed 
above their worst levels of the 
day. The FT-SE 100 index 
finished 8.1 lower at 2,156.3. 
The FT index of 30 shares lost 
9.5 at 1,678.9. 

Government securities were 
left nursing falls of £% at the 
longer end as the prospects of 
an early cut in interest rates 
continued to fade. 

Oil shares responded pos¬ 
itively to the increasing ten¬ 
sion in the Middle East and 
political turmoil in the Soviet 
Union, but dealers said this 
was more of a pre-emptive 
mark-up than a sign of gen¬ 
uine support BP rose 4p to 
339p, Enterprise I Ip to 61 Op, 
Lmuno 1(b) to 388p, Shell 6p 
to 467p and Ultramar 5p to 
324p. Burmah gained 5p to 
510p as the board of Foseco 
reluctantly recommended its 
increased offer of300p a share 
to shareholders. Foseco shares 
responded by matching Burm¬ 
ah’s terms with a rise of I5p. 

Fund managers were at¬ 


tracted by the defensive qual¬ 
ities of the water companies 
and prices closed higher on the 
day. Anglian firmed lp to 
271p, Northumbrian ip to 
275p, North West 2p to 266p, 
Severn Trent 3p to 240p, 
Southern lp to 244p, South 
West lp to 262p, Thames 4p 
to 270p, Welsh lp to 273p, 
Wessex lp to 257p, and 
Yorkshire 2p to 267p. The 
water package advanced £15 
to £2,603. 

Mersey Docks and Harbour 
Company fell 20p to 165p on 
confirmation that Peel Hold¬ 
ings* 10 per cent stake in the 
company had been placed 
with institutions late on Fri¬ 
day at 161p. 

ICI fell a further 9p to 879p, 
still overshadowed by last 
week’s profit downgradings by 
brokers to below £1 billion. 

Speyhawk, the property 
developer, fell l6p to 83p with 
the market worried by reports 
that the group is finding the 
going tough. 

WPP Group recovered lOp 
to end at 60p after falling 
sharply on Friday, when the 
advertising group revoked its 
1990 interim dividend of 
I3.7p a share. 

Analysts said the shares had 
been suffering for some time 
and were due for a recovery. 


WORLD MARKETS 


Nikkei slips 1.4% Slow trade 


Tokyo 

SHARES closed weaker across 
the board in one of the slowest 
trading days of the year. The 
holiday season, political un¬ 
certainties in the Soviet 
Union, events in the Gulf, and 
a weaker yen combined to sap 
buying energy from the mar¬ 
ket, brokers said. 

Mike Morizumi, associate 
strategist at t fhman Brothers 
Japan, said: “Most foreigners 
are away, and sales people are 
sitting around looking at each 
other. It's a totally inefficient 
day. Everyone should have 
stayed at home.” 

The Nikkei index fell 
351.72 points, or 1.46 per 
cent, to dose at 23,767.88, the 
first dose below 24,000 since 
December 12. The index had 
fallen 405.34 points on Friday, 


while Monday was a national 
holiday in Japan. 

Turnover totalled 210 mil¬ 
lion shares, matching the sec¬ 
ond lowest volume of the year, 
set on November 20. Falling 
issues led gaining shares by 
about seven to one. 

The broader first section 
index, Topix, lost 39.65 points 
to 1,725.17, after falling 30.55 
points on Friday. 

Yesterday was the last trad¬ 
ing day for settlement in 
December, a fact that kept 
many players out of the 
market, brokers said. 

The market doses for the 
year after a halfday of trade 
on December 28 and reopens 
on January 4, when trading 
will again be restricted to half 
a day. 

(Reuter) 


Sydney closes at low 


Sydney 

NERVOUSNESS over the 
deadline for potential hostil¬ 
ities in the Middle East and 
l ack of investor interest before 
the Christmas break pushed 
the Australian stock market to 
its lowest dose for nearly three 
years. Trade was dull, with 
overseas buyers adopting a 
wait-and-see attitude. The All- 


Ordinaries index dosed 1.5 
points lower at 1,270.7, its 
lowest dose since February 
29, 1988. 

The All-Industrials index 
declined 1.2 points to 1,935.1. 
the All-Resources dipped 12 
points to 759.1, while the gold 
marker gained 12.2 points to 
1,135.3. 

, (Reuter) 


sends 
Dow lower 

New York 

SHARES ended a sparsely 
attended session with mod¬ 
erate losses in the slowest 
trading for four years. Investor 
uncertainty about tensions in 
the Gulf and concern about 
the Soviet Union kept buyers 
away. 

Sharp losses in the bond 
market also discouraged gains. 
The Dow Jones industrial 
average dosed 12.37 points 
lower at 2,621.29. Declining 
shares led gaining issues eight 
to five as about 57 million 
shares were traded, the lowest 
volume since December 26, 
1986, when 48.9 milllion' 
shares traded. The market 
dosed two hours early. 

Comments at the weekend 
from America and Iraq height¬ 
ened fears of a war in the 
Middle East 

Shares in Hanover were 
actively traded, falling SVfe at 
$23%. The stock trades minus 
its dividend from today. 

Shares in several utilities 
were also active. Southern 
New England Telephone fell 
$% to $33 Ms, while Common¬ 
wealth Edison rose $Vfe to 
$34%. (Reuter) 
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deals 


Pan Am raises 


THF 


TONY WHITE 


tSE $20m in plane 




By Ross Tieman 

INDUSTRIAL CORRESPONDENT 


RMC Group, the ready mixed 
concrete supplier, has uncov¬ 
ered arrangements restricting 
competition between nine of 
its British subsidiaries and 20 


deal with UAL 


ta Briiisfa Km a From Philip Robinson m new york 
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uiuwwuuckiiiuuu<uu» ____ iTni*A<4 Airfinpc Am’s New York-Boston- 
RMC has given details to the owns UmtMiVimnM, Washington shuttle. 

Office of Fair Trading. America s largest earner, Pan Am nee ds at least $100 

The discovery means RMC yesterday gave the Strug- ^jthin weeks. A short- 

might be in contempt of the gling Pan Amencan term bridging loan to keep the 
restrictive practices court. De- Corporation a $20 mil- ahiine afloat was one of the 
tails were revealed in a press n on Christmas present to sticking points of TWA's $375 
release dated Saturday, Dec- keep it in the air. million bid for the airiine. 

ember which invited que- gash was in payment A condition of that loan was 

for Pan Am’s San Francisco that Pan Am file for Chapter 


ember—.which utvited que- The gash was in payment 

P. n J- y , 3 ^ le . r ^"““y , J -,. for Ran Am’s San Francisco 
RMC has been uvojved m operatioos> phase of a 

restrictive practices in the < Ami n/hu-h inrindm 


milli on bid for the airline. 


as the deal needs approval 
from both the British and 
American regulators. 

Officials of the United 
States Department of Trans¬ 
port and United executives 
returned to America no nearer 
any agreement. Approval for 
the routes is part of a much 


A condition of that loan was wider issue which coukl shape 
that Pan Am file for Chapter the future of British Airways. 
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bankruptcy 


restrictive procures m u» ]arger ^ includes emerge from court protection 

supply of cement tw« before JJjfog United a package of with TWA as its preferred 

ihJinld to AS routes into London’s Heath- creditor and effective owner, 
obtained by bir Oordon_._. _:n:— * , 
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including RMC, prohibiting to Un i te ^° 
restrictive arrangements. In aira *®v5 ,a ff a °5. 


June this vear, RMC and two ^ leaseholds at the airport. 


other suppliers admitted con- 


Pan Am said it has been paid 


tempt of irotm aAer RMC * and has delivered the 
management uncovered cartel planes. The transfer of the San 


creditor and effective owner. 

Analysts say such a deal 
would be advantageous to 
Cari Icahn, TWA’s owner and 
a former corporate raider, but 
hopes of a deal with TWA are 
be ginning to hde. Pan Am, 
despite its problems, is said to 


In mid-November, UAL 
agreed the deal to acquire Ran 
Am’s five key London routes, 
and subsequently TWA 
agreed to sell its major Amer¬ 
ica to London routes to AMR 
Coip for $445 million. 

Britain is unlikely to agree 
to the sale of any of the 
London routes until America 
gives ground and allows BA to 
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be unwilling to go into bank- operate services within Amer- 
ruptcy to fecilitate the TWA ica and in competition with its 


arrangements at subsidiaries. I Francisco asset s is a waiting 


Sir Gordon has criticised I ^ approval. 


takeover. 

A rival offer has already 
emerged from a consortium 


sceptical over financing for its 
$450 milli on takeover and 


ihe construction indusny Bu. ihe *20 milbcm cash emer^d from ■ emortnm 
repeatedly as having the worst ™>y only ode Rtn Am over called Iowa Aojuratton 
reSro of restrictive practices, for a few vreeks. Sales of spare Group. Howeva, amdysB are 
In the past five years, his office parts and smaller assets are sceptical oyer financing for its 
kas uncovered price- expected to bring in a further $450 million tekeovCT and 
fixing cartels in the supply of V° ““S® «* ^8 

steel bars, insulation materi- J* 15 * potd *h e airiine $80 IAGs intentions. IAG has 
als, glass and road surfacing million for planes, although declined to name any mer- 
materials. During the con- much of that has already gone chant bank or identify any of 

tempt hearing in June, RMC to pay other debts. its backers. _ 

tnM th<* reerrirrivp nrarri«*c Plane maker Airbus In- A simple short-term sol- 


domestic airlines. American 
carriers already operate with 
UK passengers on flights to 
other parts of Europe. 

Failure for BA to gain access 
to the American domestic 
market would be a major 


Pan Am says it is unclear of setback to BA’s strategy of 
IAG’s intentions. IAG has becoming a global carrier in 


BRIAN Todd, head chef at Trusthouse 
Forte in-flight catering kitchens at 
Gatwick airport, dusts with sugar some 
of the 50,000 mince pies baked for those 
travelling by air over the Christmas 
period. 

The THF chain prepared 200.0001b of 
Brussels sprouts, 50,000 turkeys, a 
million chipolatas and 69 tons of 
Christmas pudding. Alan Hearn, manag¬ 


ing director of THF hotels, said celebra¬ 
tions had not been hit noticeably by the 
recession. 

Evidence of that was supplied by the 
company’s Country Inns, which were 
fully booked and where food and 
beverage business was strong. THF was 
also expecting to meet its target of a 5 per 
cent increase in Christmas trade: 

THF spent £60 million this year 


refurbishing 25 per cent of its hotel, 
bedrooms and has regained its status as 
the favourite chain for frequent business 
travellers in the annual, independent 
National Opinion Polls survey. 

THF lost the position to Ladbroke’s 
Hilton nhain of hotels for the first time 
last year. 

“We are particularly pleased to have 
won this back,” Mr Hearn said. 


declined to name any mer- the Nineties and would leave 


chant bank or identify any of American airlines, particu- 


told the restrictive practices Plane maser Arraus in- 
court that it was carrying out dustne has given a further 20 

.. .... — T At. n.n» lh,n 


further enquiries. The con- days’ grace on more than $30 
tempt proceedings arose from million it is owed while Pan 


a discovery, in 1987, that in Am seeks more time to pay. 
1983 one of RMCs subsid- La* yesterday, unconfirmed 


reports suggested Northwest 


restrictive arrangements in the Airlines had raised the money 
Banbury and Bicester areas of - 


its backers. 

A simple short-term sol¬ 
ution for Fan Am’s cash 
problems would have been an 
advance from United on part 
of the $400 million due once 
the Heathrow routes change 
hands. But it is understood 
United was reluctant to agree. 


larly United, dominating 
worldwide air travel. 

Each delay in the talks 
threatens Pan Ain’s survival. 
Once the king of transatlantic 
air travel, it has given warning 
more than once in the past few 
months that it may have to file 
for bankruptcy. 


Reuters in 
pact with 
Chicago 


Japan plans a 
neutral budget 


Strike to close 
Polly Peck’s 
Unipac plant 




Oxfordshire. 

The latest discoveries con¬ 
cern arrangements operated 
“at various periods from the 
1987 oider. RMC said “a 
few” did not end until “about 
three years ago”. 

The company said that the 
arrangements were in contra¬ 
vention of express instruc¬ 
tions 10 staff. “RMC has 
expressed to the OFT its regret 
about these arrangements,” 
the company said. 

Under the Restrictive Trade 


Refinance saves Isosceles 


By Michael Tate, deputy city editor 


ISOSCELES, the Gateway 
supermarket chain, has won 
its battle for survival, after an 
agreement with its bankers 
and main equity holders for a 
refinancing that will raise at 
least £222 million of capital. 
Details, including terms of the 
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Practices Act 1976, details of I open offer, were dispatched on 


agreements involving certain 
restrictions roust be sent to the I 
OFT. They are then referred 
to the Restrictive Practices 
Court for a ruling on whether 
they operate against the public 
interesL Where such a ruling 
has been made, companies 
and the executives of com¬ 
panies that continue to op¬ 
erate outlawed agreements 
may be fined for contempt, 


Christmas Eve. 


after the refinancing — and 
that the value of the new units 
will be “very sensitive” to 
future trading profits, the level 
of interest charges and the 
timing of and proceeds from 
the sale of Herman's, the 
American sporting goods 
group. 

Isosceles talks of a “signifi- 


But the 4,000 small inves- degree of risk” in the new 

tors, who speak for about 13.5 units, given economic un- 


per cent of the equity, will 
apply for the new units only at 
their peril. The prospectus 


certainties and fierce com¬ 
petition in food retailing. It 
says the board has “no plans 


contains a strong warning fo seek a listing for Isosceles 


about the risks of the stock. 

Isosceles points out that 
borrowings will remain high — 
senior and mezzanine debt 
will still be about £12 billion 


shares in the near future”, and 


Isosceles. It could raise up to 
£237 million if all the outside 
shareholders take part. 

The rescheduling will be 
effected via an open offer of 
12.99 million new Isosceles 
units, each of which will 
comprise three new ordinary 
shares and nine new redeem¬ 
able cumulative preference 
shares. The new units will I 2G-year 
roughly triple the size of] Globex. 
existing issued capital. 

Apart from Wasserstein 
Pere 11a, which will underwrite 
£115 million, the UK con¬ 
sortium of Mercurv Asset 


By Wolfgang MOnchau 

REUTERS, the information 
services group, and two Chi¬ 
cago futures exchanges have 
agreed on a letter of intent to 
set up Globex. an electronic 
futures and options trading 
system, if Globex proves 
successful it could change the 
archaic open-outcry market 
beyond all recognition. 

The deal between Reuters, 
the Chigago Board of Trade 
(CBOT) and the Chicago Mer¬ 
cantile Exchange (CNEE), the 
world's largest futures and 
options exchanges, will be a 
28-year contract to establish 


Tokyo 

Japan's finance ministry pro¬ 
posed a tight budget of yen 


1990/91, government sources 
said. 

The ministry will negotiate 


70.3 trillion for the fiscal year with spending departments on 
starting April 1, 1991 with the details of the budget before 


speaks of the difficulties of Management, 3i, Globe Ven- 
trading in the units. There will ture Nominees, Murray 
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be no dividend “in the 
foreseeable future”. 

The prospectus confirms 
that the City takeover panel 
has cleared Wasserstein Per¬ 
ella. the New York investment 
group, to lift its stake in 
isosceles to 40 percent 

The decision by Wasser¬ 
stein Perella was essential to 
the success of the group’s 
refinancing, after the Great 
Atlantic & Pacific Tea Com- 


Johnstone and Standard Char¬ 
tered Bank, together with 
Euris SA. the French fund 
management group, will take 
up its entitlement, totalling 
£107 million, leaving it with a 
46.5 per cent holding. 

Of the new money, between 
£135 million and £150 million 
will be cash, with the balance 


Initially, Globex will be 
employed in after-hours trad¬ 
ing but, if it works success¬ 
fully, it will eventually replace 
the opeo-ouicry market at 
CBOT and the CME. Globex 
even has the potential to 
emerge as a world monopoly 
because of the strong position 
of the two Chicago exchanges. 

A decision on Globex has 
long been awaited, and its 
implementation as an after- 
hours trading system is now 
expected by the end of March 
with on-site testing in Chi¬ 
cago. New York and London. 


smaller increases in defence 
spending and overseas aid 
than in the previous year, 
ministry officials said. 

The proposed budget repre¬ 
sents a 6.2 per cent increase in 
spending over that planned 
for the current fiscal year. This 
compares with 9.6 per cent 
growth in 1990/91. 

Aldhiko Matsutani. director 
of the research division of the 
ministry's budget bureau, 
said: “Japan's fiscal situation 
remains grim in comparison 
to most other industrial coun¬ 
tries.” 

However, the ministry tried 
to allocate funds in such a way 
that will enable Japan to meet 
its expanding world role, Mr 
Matsutani added. 

The ministry set a 5.8 per 
cent increase in overseas aid 
in the main government bud¬ 
get to about Y865 billion. 


the government produces a 
final draft on Saturday. 

The ministry budgeted a 5.1 
per cent hike in defence 
spending for 1991/92, to 


Istanbul 

UNIPAC. Polly Peck Inter¬ 
national's North Cypriot card¬ 
board packing plant, will be 
closed because of the failure to 
settle a strike over pay that has 
halted production, Turkey's 
Anatolian News Agency has 
said. 

The strike, by more than 
150 Unipac workers, began on 
December 3. The news agency 


about Y4.37 trillion after a quoted a Unipac statement 
planned 6.1 per cent rise in that said the company had 


1990/91. Defence spending foiled to meet client orders 
will be less than 1 per cent of and that stopping operations 


total economic output (gross at the factory “has become 
national product) in 1991/92. inevitable”. 


Ministry officials 


Michael Jordan, one of the 


anticipated slower growth in three administrators running 
tax revenues and higher debt foe affairs of Polly Peck, said: 


u We knew nothing of this.” 

(Reuter) 


servicing costs among factors 
contributing to a tighter 
budgeL 

Higher interest rates and oil 
prices coupled with a plunge . H 
in share prices this year cut <2,2?! 
into corporate profits, causing 1 (-0.0090) 

a slowdown in tax revenues. German mark 

However, the draft budget 2.8875 (+0.0021) 
was not designed to stimulate - h9nna .. 
the economy, which is ex- Exchange indc 


THE POUND 


Exchange index 


slightly less than the 5.9 per “The fiscal 1991 budget is 
cent increase projected in the neutral for the economy,” said 


pected to remain buoyant. 9^.7 (-0.1) 


STOCK MARKET 


current fiscal year. 

A final increase in overall 


Mr Matsutani 
Private economists 


overseas aid for 1991/92, how- joined the government 


FT 30 Share 

678.9 (-9.5) 


nrrriminr, „r Globex has been developed 

of jointly by the three parties and 


mezzanine debt into equity. 
Crucial to the package was 


ever, would be about 8 per 
cent, taking all funding into 
consideration, after a final 8.2 
per cent rise planned for 


pany (A&P), which speaks for the agreement of the group’s 
19.9 per cent of the equity, lenders to a new repayment 
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Sale Now On 


H BEDS -BEDDING -BEDUNENS 
FURNISHINGS - ACCESSORIES 


Huge reductions normal 

oa ex-display modefsl face 
Kr£ QaalitY Pocket Sprang Mattresses te Dmms 


HERUD RTMME fc.tJnSet 5(T 
lUEWttDnanSclair 
HERALD D:.ar<ci 50" 
nre.IjGF'CE Stf Tension Divan Set 50* 


refused to take part. 

A&P has said, however, 
that it will vote in favour of 
the package, and will retain its 
right to appoint a director to 
the Isosceles board. But in 
underwriting the A&P entitle¬ 
ment. Wasserstein Perella will 
take its holding above the 30 
per cent level that would 
normally trigger a bid. 

Details of the restructuring 
will guarantee at least £222 
million of new capital for 


schedule for £592 million of 
senior debt, from 1991 and 
1992 to August 1996, and the 


has undergone extensive test¬ 
ing in recent months but the 
launch has been postponed 
several times. 

The same fate has befallen 
Dealing 2000. a technically 
similar system developed for 


saying that slower economic FT-SE 100 
growth will help prevent a 2156.3 (-8 1) 
rekindling of hW-L New York Dow Jones 


Gold surges to $390 


deferral of £48 million of} Lhe foreign exchange markets. 


mezzanine loan interest. 

Ernest Sharp. Isosceles 
chairman, said the group now 
had an equity base more ap¬ 
propriate to the size of the 
business. He added that he 
was delighted with the refi¬ 
nancing. “We can now get on 
with the job of running 
supermarkets.” 


An agreement has yet to be 
reached on when the system is 
to be implemented. 

The letter of intent is 
described as resolving all sub¬ 
stantive issues but is subject to 
ratification by CBOT and 
CME members and approval 
by respective governing 
boards. 


Tokyo 

GOLD prices in Tokyo surged 
as individual investors bought 
up the precious metal in 


Monday. The spot January 
gold futures contract on the 
Tokyo Commodity Exchange 
(TOCOM) closed at YI.729 


2621.29 (-12.37) 

Tokyo Nikkei Avge 

Closed 
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INTEREST RATES 


reaction to increasing Gulf per gram, up Y57 from Friday. 


tension. The advance was 
magnified by thin trading. 
Gold bullion was quoted at 


Short-covering by specu¬ 
lators on the Tokyo Commod¬ 
ity Exchange sparked a rally. 


London- Bank Base id's, 
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Federal Fundi 5% 

3 month Treasury Bills 65±-653 c 0 
30-year Caros 104\: 


$390 an ounce at the end of said Takeo Umezawa, deputy 
Tokyo trading, its highest general manager of Precious 


CURRENCIES 


level since early October and 
up from $383.38 in Zurich on 


Metals Marketing at Sum¬ 
itomo Corp. (Renter) 
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By David Brewerton 

THERE’S nothing like Christmas Eve 
(except New Year’s Eve and Maundy 
Thursday) for announcing the news 
that its subjects might prefer was 
never read. Some items, however, 
deserve a p ro per audience. 

Scottish Heritable Trust, for in¬ 
stance, told that small section of the 
City that struggled into work that the 
interim padkage of support from its 
principal United Kingdom bankers, 
which was due for review at the end of 
the year, has been extended. Dis¬ 
cussions with those bankers, said 
Scottish Heritable Trust; are contin¬ 
uing and it is expected that a further 
announcement will be made in the 
early part of next year. 

Good news, one might think. But 
read on. The board also announced 
the resignation of Stephen McBride, 
the financial director, who will be 
leaving the company at the end of the 
year, which coincides with the close of 
ihe financial period. Mr McBride was 
the unfortunate director who had to 
add up the figures. Bad results sot 
only take longer to add than good 
ones, they are also more dangerous. 

From New Year's Day, Roy 
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“Funny old game, slock markets” 
Shephard will come in os deputy 
chairman in an executive capacity. 

Another resignation that might 
have gone unnoticed was that of 
Robert Kempton from Perry Group, 
while Eurocopy, in a Christmas Eve 


announcement timed 1.02pm, said it 
had withdrawn from negotiations to 
acquire the dealer division of Consoli¬ 
dated Microvision (Holdings). Cyril 
Gay, chairman, said: “The informa¬ 
tion we have received is not satisfac¬ 
tory to us and we are not, therefore, 
proceeding with the acquisition.” 

Ptarmigan Holdings, the artificial 
flowere, sausage skins and hotel 
company that this year sold its fish 
farm and cake artistry businesses, is, 
meanwhile, trying to focus on one 
principal business area and adopt a 
“clear strategy” perhaps in the hope 
that its shareholders do not focus on 
its results. 

No final dividend will be paid for 
the year ended June 30. Pre-tax profits 
of £203,357 compared with £422,749, 
Turnover was £4.92 million (£7.49 
million). Net earnings turn out at 2.2p 
compared with 4.08p a share pre¬ 
viously. There was a £683.749 
extraordinary loss, and Ptarmigan 
shows a £493,339 loss for the account¬ 
ing period. 

Ptarmigan paid an unchanged in¬ 
terim dividend of 0.25p a share this 
year. For the previous 18-month 
accounting period. Ptarmigan paid 


two interim dividends and a final 


GOLD 


dividend of 0.23p. making 0.75p for London F.xmg- 
the period. w >382PC- D>n-Sn'a 

Alan McOue, chairman, said it was CG ' 354 (22^ 25 

an increasingly difficult year for the New York 
group with a severe downturn expert- Cosnej ‘ *V3 

enoed in the second half. The current wnoru _ fi - 

year started well in the artificial L WURTH SEA OIL 
flowers division, but Mr McOue is Brant ban) s* 67 0M) , 

cautious about short-term prospects, j-- - 

The shares traded at 15p on Monday. | TOURIST RATES I 

Kuala Lumpur Kepong reported T- 

halved pre-tax profits of M$84.8 

million (£16.27 million), against JUJU,-. .ssz 

M$I7I.9 million, in the year ended F f If. 

September. Bui the company says if oSkV-. -Ul 

higher palm products prices are gmwifti"'!'...! - n, 
maintained, results should improve SSBJfci ’S 

this financial year. If not, stand by . 

next Cristmas Eve. .- 

Wide awake dealers also learned fcuyus .; s iz 

that the covertiWe capital bond issue mmEsu': alls 

at LIT Holdings, the futures clearing ESr' 0Y %. '■> 

and financial services group, has been SoJll! A'f.cs S<J 
shunned by its shareholders. Onlv - W- 

3.35 per cent ofthe £5.75 million issue sS!Sw« * ' v 

has been applied for. leaving the us^' LM . cV-j 

banks to take up the remaining £5.56 vugoai.'-acn-..." -- 

ini,li0n - P-'y <v vr S-sr-1. 

But by then the market had shut up ?. m ?. 

shop for the holiday. ■' 
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